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Tartu is among the oldest university towns in Eu-
rope. The University of Tartu, founded in 1632 by 
Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden, is the only classi-
cal university in Estonia today. More than 18,000 
students, 700 foreign students and 1,400 doctor-
al students study in its nine Faculties and three 
separate Colleges. International co-operation 
with renowned universities both in Europe and all 
over the world is essential for the further devel-
opment of the University of Tartu and its 1,700 
academic staff. The University has signed co-op-
eration agreements with 51 partner universities 
in 21 countries. Among universities in the Baltic 
countries, the University of Tartu is the only one 
to belong to the Coimbra Group – an association 
of long-established European multidisciplinary uni-
versities of a high international standard.

The University’s teaching and learning is support-
ed by the collections (3.8 million items) of the 
UT Library, the oldest and largest of Estonia’s re-
search libraries. Together with the re-opening of 
the university in 1802, the Library was created in 
the spirit of the Enlightenment; from its inception 
the Library has been open to the general public 
as well as to University students and staff. Today, 
41% of its 53,000 registered users are not associ-
ated with the University.

The unique Library collections contain manu-
scripts and publications of scholarly value in all 
subjects, the oldest items date back to the 13th 
century. The Library has held the legal depos-
it privilege since 1812. Due to its good scholarly 
reputation, the Library receives plenty of valuable 
donations each year. Library collections include 
materials on all fi elds of science; there is a valuable 
map collection and a rich department of music. 
The Library also mediates access to a representa-
tive collection of electronic scholarly information 
– more than 100 databases, ca 90,000 e-books 
and ca 84,000 e-journals.

 In 1982, the Library moved over to its present 
building – for years, it was the largest building in 
the city. The new library building was given an ar-
chitecture prize in 1983.

The Library’s activities are characterised by the 
keywords of openness and co-operation both in-
side the University and at a wider national and 
international level. The UT Library is one of the 
founding members of the Estonian Libraries Net-
work Consortium which brings together 13 large 
Estonian libraries. The Library is a member of a 
number of international organisations and pro-
jects: IFLA, LIBER, IAML, IASA, BAAC, EAHIL, 

ENCES, EIA, IALL, CERL, Bibliotheca Baltica, 
SPARC Europe, EOD, Europeana, OpenAire, etc.

Since 1992, UTL is the European Union Docu-
mentation Centre in Estonia.

By supporting the Open Access movement, the 
Library aims to contribute to the free dissemina-
tion of research results. The Library manages the 
University of Tartu Repository on DSpace, which 
has joined the e-theses portal DART-Europe.

In the light of the rapid rise of electronic infor-
mation, the Library’s task is to teach information 
literacy to its users at all levels, including web-
based courses for high school students.

On account of its rich collections of early books, 
manuscripts, maps, sheet music, photographs and 
art, the University of Tartu Library is an impor-
tant cultural treasury both in an Estonian and in 
a European context, being part of our common 
cultural memory. The Library is digitising its his-
torical special collections, and the rising number 
of virtual visits from all over the world each year 
confi rms its successful role in global scholarly 
communication. 

The fi rst robot-scanners in the Baltic States were 
installed at the UT Library. 

UT Library was the fi rst library in Estonia to 
receive legal deposit copies – starting from 
1812, the Library was given a censor’s copy of all 
publications issued the Provinces of Estonia and 
Livonia.

The fi rst building in Tartu with a lift for 
public use (installed in 1927–1928)

The fi rst web server and the Library home 
page in spring 1993

The fi rst Estonian library to use an e-cata-
logue and the subject thesaurus INGRID

Robot-scanner 2010

 ■ Library is open: 
Mon-Fri 9–22, Sat 11–20, Sun 11–17.
During the exam period, the Night Library is 
open well after the midnight. 

 ■ Collections total: 3 826 572
 ■ 36 Branch libraries with collections of 

300 000 items 
 ■ Registered users: 53 159
 ■ Visits: 228528
 ■ Loans per year: 823 945
 ■ Licensed databases: 113
 ■ Library staff (FTE): 124
 ■ Opening hours per week: 80

 ■ Database of Estonian Articles Index Scripto-
rum Estoniae (ISE)

 ■ Estonian Subject Thesaurus (EMS)

Being a member of the ELNET Consortium, we 
use:

 ■ Online Catalogue ESTER (ILS Millennium)
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Tartu University, founded in 1632 by King Gustavus 
Adolphus of Sweden, worked in 1632–1656 under 
the name Academia Gustaviana and in 1690–1710, 
Academia Gustavo-Carolina. The university printers, 
the fi rst printing shop in Estonia, mostly published 
materials related to the university – textbooks, 
dissertations, academic presentations and organi-
sational documents. 4015 publications have been 
identifi ed from their two periods of activities in 
1632–1656 and 1690–1710. The 3300-volume li-
brary of Academia Gustaviana was evacuated to 
Sweden after the university activities were dis-
continued due to the Great Northern War, and 
merged with the Royal Library in Stockholm.

First editions of books by scholars of world-wide 
renown who have studied and worked at Tartu 
University are the pride of the library.

WWI and the Estonian War of Independence 
(1918–1920) initiated changes in the university, 
bringing focus on disciplines concerning Estonia 
and the Estonian people. Teaching of book sci-
ence, librarianship and bibliography was initiated 
at the university in 1927, marking the beginning of 
higher education in librarianship in Estonia.

History of the UT Library

Kaljo Põllu. 
The fi rst 

university in 
Tartu. 

Aquatint, 
1968

Augustinus 
Aurelius. Opera 
omnia. T.9  Ed. 
by Erasmus 
of Rotterdam. 
Basel: H. Froben, 
1529

This is the library’s only living link with Academia Gustaviana. The book 
that was given to Academia in 1633 by its Chancellor Johan Skytte was 
returned to Tartu in 1935 as a present from Attaché of the Finnish 
Embassy M. Ingmann. 

Richard Kivit. 
Portrait of Johann Skytte

By the ukase of Tsar Alexander I, university was 
reopened in Tartu in 1802. During the following 
decades, Tartu University developed into one of 
the leading research centres in Europe and the 
Imperial Russia:

Tartu University alumnus Karl Ernst von Baer’s 
research on the mammalian ovum laid the 
foundations for comparative embryology.The artist’s reconstruction of the fi rst building of Tartu University in front 

of the Jaani Church. The building was remodelled for the university in 
1642.

During his 37 years 
of service, the fi rst 
library director, pro-
fessor of classical 
philology, rhetoric 
and literary and art 
history Karl Morgen-
stern laid the basis for 
rich book collections 
of cultural and science 
historical importance. 

Professor of astronomy and 
geodesy and director of 
astronomical observatory 
Friedrich Georg Wilhelm 
Struve’s description of the 
Fraunhofer telescope, the 
most powerful telescope of 
its time, which was instal-
led at the Tartu Astrono-
mical Observatory.

The book on vascular surgery, written by student of Tartu University, profes-
sor of anatomy and surgery, developer of anatomical and physiological trend 
in surgery Nikolay Pirogov, has an appendix in the form of anatomical atlas 
drawn by Tartu lithographer Friedrich Schlater.

According to the peace treaty 
signed by the Republic of 
Estonia and Soviet Russia on 
2 February 1920, almost all 
of the 420 000-volume valu-
able book collection that had 
been evacuated to Russia 
during WWI was returned to 
Tartu University. 

Library director and lecturer Friedrich Puksoo was the initiator of the teac-
hing of book science and librarianship in Estonia.

August Matthias Hagen. Buildings of the university medical clinics and the 
library on Toome Hill. 1827.
University architect Professor Johann Wilhelm Krause remodelled the 
choir part of the ruins of the former Dome Church to house the library 
and in 1806, the library was relocated to its new premises. 

Since 1982, the library has been serving its users in its present-day Neo-
functionalist building (architects Mart Kalling and Kaljo Valdre).

Franz Gerhard v. Kügelgen.  Karl Morgenstern. 1809
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Estonian e-textbook collections
Tartu University Library’s (UTL) native language 
university digital book collection (ebrary platform) 
began in November 2008 as a response to the 
lack of access to necessary Estonian textbooks. 

Currently, t he University of Tartu Library hosts 
two separate Estonian e-textbook collections:

 ■ ebrary platform – limited accessibility 
(available only for the university members, page-
by-page view, no download allowed);

 ■ UTL digital archive DSpace – Open Access. 

ebrary platform contains 93 titles,
DSpace has 77 titles. 

Open Access
Main initiative in Open Access (OA) in Estonia:

 ■ Consortium of Estonian Libraries Network 
(ELNET) 

 ■ Cooperation with EIFL (Electronic Informa-
tion for Libraries) 

To support the Open Access movement in Es-
tonia, the UTL participates in the European 
Commission 7th Framework Programme project 
OpenAIRE.

 ■ 5 Open Access repositories listed in the 
DOAR (http://www.opendoar.org/fi nd.php) 

 ■ 22 Open Access journals listed in the DOAJ

Enabling Environment:

The Estonian Research Information System (ETIS) 
is a national register which aggregates information 
on R&D institutions, researchers, projects and 
research results. The ETIS also serves as an in-
termediary for the submission of applications and 
reports.

The research project “Development of research 
and innovation policies 2011–2015 in Estonia” is 
aimed at the analysis of the current situation in 
the fi eld of Estonian research, including intellec-
tual property, fi nancing research, etc., and giving 
recommendations. The UTL contributes to the 
programme by analysing the topic of open access.  

The activities to advocate open access principles 
have so far been carried out by the University of 
Tartu Library (UTL). The UTL strongly supports 
open access principles, provides general infor-
mation about OA and organises events of the 
International Open Access Week. 

User statistics:
 ■ Highest usage: over 

2000 visitors per month
 ■ Highest page views: 

over  57 200 pages per 
month

 ■ Highest usage per 
book: 840 visitors in a 
month

 ■ Highest page views 
per book: 22 7000 pages 
in a month

eBooks on Demand EOD service
EOD stands for eBooks on Demand - a service 
that offers people the opportunity to order high-
quality digital copies of older printed books. The 
UT Library joined the EOD network to enable li-
brary patrons to acquire personal copies of older 
books that could otherwise be used only in the 
library to meet their research needs and person-
al interests. This service is also of great help in 
protecting and safeguarding rare books that may 
have been preserved in small number of copies 
and only at few libraries.

The University of Tartu Library joined the EOD 
network in 2009

Using the EOD service, the UT Library has dig-
itised 113 requested items and delivered them to 

the end users. The EOD e-books are incorporat-
ed into the UT digital archive on DSpace and are 
thus available for open access. 

The already digitised items, as well as books of-
fered for digitisation, can be found via EOD search 
at http://search.books2ebooks.eu 

 ■ > 3 million records online
 ■ ~ 650 individual site visits per day
 ■ search results high up in Google ranking

The UT Library will organize a conference titled 
“To digitise or not to digitise: copyright, public 
domain, orphan works and other issues” on open 
EOD service in Tartu on  6-7 June 2013.

EOD service is today provided by over 30 Euro-
pean libraries from 12 countries and the network 
is co-fi nanced by the European Commission. 
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Information Literacy e-courses

Information 
Literacy e-course 
model

The content of the course is based on the infor-
mation literacy standards for higher education 
developed by the Association of College and Re-
search Libraries. Our course focuses on effective 
information search and evaluation of search re-
sults. 

The course is characterised by:
 ■ Student-centred active learning 
 ■ Individual assignments – information 

search exercises on students’ research topics 
 ■ Analysis of fellow students’ exercises
 ■ Individual tutoring and feedback from sub-

ject librarians 
 ■ Discussion forums as a contribution to 

the learning community

Based on our initial course, we developed e-
courses for different target groups. 

General courses 

Introduction to Information 
Research for PhD students 

 ■ integrated into all PhD curricula as an elec-
tive course 

 ■ 3 ECTS credit points, 9 weeks
 ■ Since 2008 – 313 graduates 

Students’ comments:

Information Literacy or 
Why Google Is Not Enough? 

for all high school students and teachers  over Es-
tonia

2 ECTS, 7 weeks

Graduates since 2009:

223 students 

85 teachers 

Students’ comments:

For me, it was a true ‘Eureka’ 
moment to discover the many 
opportunities the UT Library 

offers and the variety of scientifi c 
databases that all provide necessary 

resources for research work.

Performing searches is 
addictive, especially if you are 
searching on a subject that is 

very exciting for you.

Basics of Information Literacy

 ■ Free elective course for Bachelor’s and 
Master’s students of all faculties

 ■ 3 ECTS credit points, 8 weeks
 ■ Since 2007  –  477 graduates

Students’ comments:

I will surely recommend this course 
to everybody, but especially to third-

year students.

I believe that because of my new 
skills, my master’s thesis will be 
of better quality. I remember 
the great pains I took to fi nd 

resources for my bachelor’s thesis.

The structure and 
organisation of the course is 
very suitable for independent 

learning.

Thanks to the course I can more 

confi dently and purposefully 

search for articles and research 
publications and I do not limit myself only 

to surfi ng among thousands of Google 
results any more. 

This course should/ought to be 
made obligatory for all doctoral 

students and researchers 
(it would be good if all 

lecturers passed such a 

subject-based course too). 

The more I got used to working with 
databases, the more I was troubled by the 

question WHY IS THIS COURSE NOT 
OFFERED EARLIER THAN DURING 

DOCTORAL STUDIES? 

 … the feeling that 
Estonia is a backwater 
country where only old 
and mouldy materials 

can be found is gradually 
lessening. 

I enjoy working with databases and I 
am pleased to see that I can fi nd the 
articles that I need with little trouble 

and little amount of time. Earlier, I was 
more frustrated than motivated by 

article search. :D

Courses integrated 
into different 
subjects

 ■ Cooperation with the lecturer of the subject 
 ■ Large number of participants 
 ■ Tests with automatic feedback 

Course graduates since 2009: 

Study Skills for University Education – 373 stu-
dents 
Foundation of Education – 1616 students

Introduction to Research Methodology, Legal 
Reasoning and Legal Writing – 553 students

International Law – 634 students

Basics in Rehabilitation (with personal tutoring) – 
160 students
Methods of Research Work in Sports Sciences 
(with personal tutoring) – 215 students

Tartu, Tallinn, Kärdla, Kuressaare, Orissaare, 
Pärnu, Viljandi, Otepää, Võru, Valga, Aravete, 
Kohtla-Järve, Rakvere, Sindi, Tamsalu, Kadrina, 
Järvakandi, Põlva, Paide, Türi, Elva, Rõngu, Luunja.

I learned much new and 
widened my horizon. I got 
the taste of how university 

courses look like.  

I liked the fact that 
the time period for 
doing the exercises 
was specifi ed, there 

were clear instructions 
for doing homework 

and the feedback was 
practical and effective.

I liked this course because I learned 
much new about the expanse of the 

Internet and its opportunities.

I liked searching for interesting 
information. I often found myself 

focussing on the information instead of 
completing the exercises.

Participants of Information Literacy course or 
Why Google is Not Enough were from high 
schools all over Estonia.
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The Night Library and
The Mom-Student Library projects

University of Tartu Library prides itself on being 
always responsive to students’ needs. 

The ideas of The Night Library and The Mom-
Students’ Library were born from real needs of 
our users – the needs of students looking for a 
comfortable place to read and study, especially 
during the exam period. 

Fulfi lling the project made our library cooperate 
actively with students’ organisations were drawn 
into this work as well. We got very positive re-
sponses from library users and now, the library 
will maintain late night hours and children’s room 
services at the ends of every autumn and spring 
semesters. 

The comments 
from our users:Slogan: Student! 

Don’t sleep! Come 
to the Library!

There was no previous experience of night library 
neither in Estonia nor in the Baltic states. Accor-
ding to the comments in the Estonian mass-media 
on our project, it really was “a fi rst night library 
of all times and no one in Estonia has done anyt-
hing of this kind before”.  

Together with the night library project, our aim 
also is to help student-parents during the exam 
period in evening hours, when kindergartens were 
already closed. At the time when mom-students 
studied in the reading rooms, the library assured 
their children’s safety and offered interesting acti-
vities.

The experience of our marketing projects The 
Night Library and The Mom-Students Library 
demonstrates how it is possible to:

 ■ proceed from the needs of users, 
 ■ choose the right marketing strategy, 
 ■ actively cooperate with other economic sec-

tors 
 ■ and without big investments – 
 ■ raise the reputation of your library, 
 ■ fi nd friends and supporters to the library, 
 ■ gain the greatest user satisfaction and, even 

exceed their expectations.

Students of the University of Tartu named the 
Night Library as greatest service offered during 
the recent years. Moreover, the project partici-
pated at the Estonian Best Customer Service 
Project contest and was chosen as the best of 
2005, winning among 11 Estonian largest service 
organizations. The project was also chosen as a 
public favourite. The Night Library project also 
won fi rst place in 2007 IFLA International Mar-
keting Award. 

“Otium refi cit vires” (“rest restores strength”) 
– this good old slogan has been known in the Uni-
versity of Tartu for almost 380 years. 

That is why relaxing activities were offered for 
tired students during the Night Library, including 
night gymnastics, night music and night photo con-
test, and of course, coffee, biscuits and chocolate.

“the coolest 
thing and the 

best undertaking 
ever the library 
has offered for 

students”

“very helpful, 
it has a 
positive 

infl uence on 
our grades”

“the night library and 
the children’s room are 
like a hug of a friend 
to the students during 
the hard exam period”

“opening later is 
a great idea, it’s 
creating a feeling 

of «WOW» !
“many thanks 

to you! It 
exceeded all my 
expectations!”
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The collection of manuscripts contains man-
uscripts from the 11th/12th centuries up to the 
present day. The oldest manuscripts and docu-
ments are held in a separate collection that includes 
illuminated manuscript books and documents from 
Western Europe and Oriental countries, numerous 
source materials on the history and legal history of 
the Baltic countries, autographs and other manu-
scripts of cultural and science historical value. The 
collection includes the main part of the archive 
from the older period of Tartu University, and the 
archive of the library starting from the beginning 
of the 19th century. The bulk of the collection is 
formed by personal archives of Tartu University 
scholars starting from the 19th century.

The oldest Islamic manuscript in the collection 
dates back to the fi rst half of the 15th cen-
tury. The illuminated album of poetry contains 
a collection of ghazals by Iranian poets; the 
fragmentary book originates from the inhe-
ritance of scholarly traveller and Orientalist 
Otto Friedrich von Richter.

Rara bibliothecae

Francesco Petrarca. De secreto confl ictu curarum mearum. Mid-15th cen-
tury. England.
Manuscript parchment codex containing Petrarch’s book of confessions.  
Only six manuscript copies, made of the original text of Secretum in Eng-
land, have been preserved; one of them is held at the University of Tartu 
Library. 

Jacques Callot (1592-1635). A Peasant 
with a Dog. 1617.

J . S Helffendorffer.  Figurae Magico – Chymicae . 1541
Illustrations from a manuscript on alchemy.

The Friedrich Ludwig 
Schardius’s collection 
of autographs cont-
ains Birth Elegy on the 
Occasion of F. Erhard 
Cellius’ Receiving of 
His Second Laurel 
Wreath penned by 
astronomer and mat-
hematician Johannes 
Kepler. The illustration 
depicts a sphere and 
referrals to the New 
Testament.

Prayer images with Buddhist symbols were 
given to the library by members of the Esto-
nian scientists’ expedition to Buryatia in 1972.

The most valuable part of the art collection is 
formed by the 10 500-sheet collection of draw-
ings and works of graphic art from the 15th-19th 
centuries. Mainly, these are the works that Prof. 
Karl Morgenstern acquired for the university in 
the fi rst decades of the 19th century to support 
teaching and learning, as well as the works from 
Morgenstern’s private art collection that he be-
queathed to the university. This oldest and richest 
collection of older works of graphic art in Esto-
nia holds works made by German, Netherlandish, 
Italian, French, English and Baltic-German artists. 
The oldest works were made by M. Schongauer 
and A. Dürer; the collection has also works by 
L. Cranach jun., H. Aldegreven, Lucas van Ley-
den, M. Raimond, Rembrandt and many others. 
Five portraits painted in the early 19th century by 
German artist F. G. v. Kügelgen form the pride of 
the collection of paintings. 

Albrecht Dürer (1471–1528). Adoration of the Kings. From the 
series “Life of Mary” (“Das Marienleben”). Nürnberg, ca 1503.

Stereo photos made by Professor of botany of Tartu University  Edmund 
Russow, depicting North Estonian coastal villages. 1897.

The fi rst Estonian photographer Reinhold Sach ker established a 
photographer’s studio in Tartu in 1869.  To commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the Imperial Tartu University, he published a wonderful 
photo album of views of university buildings.

The fi rst photos on paper, made by the creator of modern photography, 
English physicist William Henry Fox Talbot. The 1840s.

A bookplate made for art collector I. S. Shchukin by Henri Matisse, 
French painter, printmaker and sculptor, leader of the Fauves.

The core of the collection of photographs is 
formed by portrait photos and photos depict-
ing various locations and events that refl ect the 
life and history of the University of Tartu. The 
collection contains true rarities, including da-
guerreotypes – the predecessors of paper photos, 
the world’s fi rst paper photos made by H. F. Tal-
bot, and photo gravures from the 1840s to 1860s. 
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Revision of Collections and 
Catalogues of the UT Library

2007/2008 was a breakthrough for the library in 
two senses:

 ■ a large part of library collections (1 million 
items) was systematically revised,  

 ■ several catalogues were made electronically 
accessible. 

Why?

At the beginning of 2008, the library had given a 
promise to the university administration to make 
70% of all of its collections electronically acces-
sible by the end of the year (with a starting point 
of 36%), but actually, the percentage rose to 89%. 

The card-catalogues were not in use anymore. 
Before buying electronic records the collections 
needed to be revised, as they contained lots of 
materials acquired due to political reasons during 
Soviet occupation. 

The revision of collections 

meant the content-based evaluation of older 
monographs and textbooks and discarding of out-
dated publications. Within fi ve months more than 
1 million items were revised and 125 000 titles 
with 234 245 items were discarded. During 
the whole year, almost all library staff members 
participated in many labour-intensive activities. 
More than 1000 hours of additional labour were 
contributed for the revision of catalogues and dis-
carding of unnecessary publications. All subject 
librarians and acquisition specialists and a large 
number of university academics were involved 
into the process.

All revised collections were catalogued at the 
retrospective cataloguing department. Copy-cat-
aloguing was done when possible, and original 
records were produced when necessary. 

Electronic access to library catalogues was pro-
vided by:

 ■ Digitising of the sheet and card catalo-
gues:

As a result, 900 500 catalogue cards were dig-
itised by 2008. 

Digitised catalogues can be accessed via the portal 
EMIL (named in honour of a previous cataloguer 
and director of the UTL Emil Alexander Lorenz 
Anders (1806–1887)): https://www.utlib.ee/emil 
The catalogue can be browsed to request original 
publications for in house use or for making a digi-
tal copy.

 ■ Buying bibliographical records and 
uploading them into the online catalogue 
ESTER:

The catalogue of books in Russian was digitised 
and a public procurement was announced for get-
ting digital records in MARC21, which was won 
by the Russian company ProSoft-M. The sum to-
tal of the public procurement was 201 627 EUR. 
The work was completed in 6 months and as 
its result, 248 923 bibliographic records and 
282 041 items were added to the e-catalogue 
ESTER. 

Today

Digital catalogues offer access to ca 901 
200 titles and the online catalogue ESTER 
contains 1 717 395 items. 11% of the items in 
the UT Library collections are still to be added to 
the electronic catalogue. Mostly, these materials 
include manuscripts and rare books, small prints 
and other special formats.

The main hall of the library that previously housed 
rows and rows of card catalogues now serves as 
a reading room and relaxation area and the few 
remaining catalogues were moved to a smaller 
space.
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Rara bibliothecae

J. W. v. Goethe. Das Römische Carneval. Berlin, Unger für Ettinger in 
Weimar u. Gotha, 1789 
Goethe’s text, describing the carnival he had experienced in Rome, is 
illustrated with coloured copper plates made after Johann Georg Schütz’s 
drawings. The 250 copies of the fi rst edition of the book became rarities 
already during Goethe’s life time.

Johannes Portantius. Livoniae nova descriptio. Antverpen, 1573
An Antverpen astronomer and mathematician, Johannes Portantius, created the 
fi rst special map of Livonia that has been preserved up to our days. The map was 
fi rst published in Abraham Ortelius’s atlas Theatrum Orbis in 1573.

The collection of rare books contains early 
printed books and other rare and valuable books 
that have been drawn into a separate collection 
in order to be better preserved, studied and de-
scribed. The collection includes 48 incunabula, 
books printed in Western Europe in the 16th 
century, 16th-18th-century Cyrillic publications, 
and early publications in the Estonian language 
(printed up to 1860), as well as books published 
in foreign languages in the Estonian and Livoni-
an provinces in the 16th and 17th centuries. The 
collection contains fi rst editions of literary and 
scholarly classic works, books of great historical 
and cultural historical importance, outstanding 
examples of the art of book design and binding, 
books that have been preserved in a very small 
number of copies, and also books that have been 
owned by famous persons.

Thomas More. De optimo reip. Statu deque nova insula Utopia 
libellus... Basel, 1518 
Five rare books published and bound together at Johann Froben’s printing 
shop. This is the third and presumably the best edition of Thomas More’s 
Utopia. 

Gaius Plinius Secundi historiae naturalis libri... Frankfurt, 1582  
This natural history, containing coloured illustrations also made by Pliny 
the Elder, gathers the knowledge of its time about the man, plants and 
animals, astronomy, geography, history and arts.

Артикули или дели праве старе крстиянске вере... = 
Confessio oder Bekanntnuss des Glaubens ... / из латинскога, 
немшкога и краинскогя иязика ва хорвацки верно 
столмачени по Антоноу Далматину, и Степану 
Истриан, Tübingen [Primus Truber], 1562
The oldest printed Cyrillic book held in the library is the Augsburg Confes-
sion, published in Germany, which was translated into Croatian by clergy-
man and reformer Pribus Trumer, who was active on the territory of the 
present-day Slovenia. Catholicism ultimately won among the Slovenians 
and Croats, and all protestant literature was to be destroyed. Only very 
few books were spared from burning and they are extremely rare today.

Friderici Menii Historischer Prodromus des Lieffl ändischen 
Rechtens und Regiments Von Anfange der Provinz Erfi ndunge, 
biss auff Ihr Königl. Majest. von Schweden Gustavi Magni 
Todt. Dorpat, 1633
The oldest Academia Gustaviana printers’ shop publication held in the 
library collections is Friedrich Menius’s introduction to a planned volume 
on Livonian legal history.

ABD ehk Luggemise-Ramat Lastele kes tahawad luggema 
öppida. (a primer) Tartu, 1795
Pastor, enlightening writer, journalist and linguist Otto Wilhelm Masing 
compiled the fi rst primer for children that contains, in addition to teac-
hings of commandments and prayers, also some secular stories and gui-
delines for parents about how to teach their children to read at home.

Actus inauguralis Academiae Gustavo-Carolinae habitus Per-
naviae die 28. Aug. 1699. [Pernau] 1706
Due to economic and political calculations, Academia was moved to the 
seaport town of Pärnu. This publication describes the inauguration of the 
university in Pärnu.
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UTLIB Theatre

For the library Christmas party, the UT Library 
members have already for more than 15 years 
staged a play that is performed only once – at 
the party. The repertoire has included tragedies, 
comedies, crime thrillers and farces. All actors, 
producers, costumers and stage hands come from 
among the library staff. Everybody is always excit-
ed about the play, as the troupe differs from year 
to year and the play and the cast are revealed 
only at the performance. As a rule, the library 
director is always included in the cast. The per-
formances are recorded and, as it is the theatre 
of the library, the recordings and programmes 
are entered into the e-catalogue. All cast mem-
bers are listed in the catalogue entry according to 
their roles – producer, actor, etc.

The repertoire has included:

Molière - The Learned Ladies

Friedrich Dürrenmat - Herkules und der Stall des 
Augias

Victor Hugo - Hernani 

Nikolai Gogol - The Marriage 

Robert Thomas - 8 femmes

Joseph Kesselring - Arsenic and Old Lace

The Nameless 
Newspaper

Since 1994, the UT Library has issued its own 
publication titled Nimeta Leht (The Nameless News-
paper) to share informal information among the 
staff members. The publication does not refl ect 
offi cial viewpoints and statements, people talk 
here about their assignments abroad and librari-
anship events in Estonia, about library history and 
new and old colleagues, etc. The newspaper is 
published by volunteer editors, usually by a group 
of 2-3 people; the number of copies is 49, so that 
we can avoid the legal deposit law. Archive of the 
newspaper is accessible on the library Intranet.

Library Anniversary

23 June 1802 is the offi cial birthday of the library. 
Traditionally, all the staff members celebrate it 
with a festive meeting, summing up the previous 
year and giving yearly awards to worthy colleagues. 
Later, everybody is invited to a picnic, which is 
usually held at the university Botanical Garden or 
the garden of some students’ organisation, or at 
some beautiful natural location near Tartu. 

Traditions at the UT Library
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Prima Vista – the people’s word 
festival of Tartu

The Prima Vista literary festival of Tartu was ini-
tiated in 2004 as one of the new ventures within 
the framework of a larger agenda for enriching 
the city’s cultural life with major international 
events. The University of Tartu Library book fair 
Utlib Market was the launch pad for the festival 
and numerous local events had been organized 
in cooperation with Estonian Literary Society, 
the Tartu branch of Estonian Writers’ Union and 
the Tartu Public Library. Prima Vista is a people’s 
festival, open to passers-by, welcoming inquisi-
tive minds from beyond the literati lounge. Prima 
Vista has been marked as one of the Festivals of 
Distinction for Tartu.

Prima Vista has hosted performers from Ger-
many, Spain, Hungary, Romania, Poland, Finland, 
Latvia, Lithuania, etc – and it is always particularly 
enjoyable when the guests stay on to mingle with 
the audience. Prima Vista is the festival which 
each year merges together music, fi lm, fashion, 
theatre, and other arts, still all around the word.

(Adapted from: Berk Vaher, Estonian Literary Magazine 1/2012)

The University of Tartu Library is the main hub 
of the festival – attracting hoards of students who 
seek diversion from preparing for their countless 
exams – some of the most distinctive activities of 
Prima Vista have always preferred outdoor venues. 
The book fair sets up dozens of stalls for curious 
browsers in search of volumes old and new; the 
Tartu Public Library moves its borrowing outlets 
to the central park of the town and enlivens it 
with its own programme which includes the Sing-
ing Writers show and the night cinema. There 
is also the First Step award for the best literary 
debut in periodicals.  It is always the guest per-
formers who guarantee some proper attention 
from the national media. Thus, among the suc-
cesses of Prima Vista there have been renowned 
performance poets such as Benjamin Zephaniah, 
John Cooper Clarke, poetic music critics from 
The Wire Magazine, German subversive trouba-
dour Wolf Biermann, French Symbolist rockers 
Varsovie. Of course, often the university ties help 
along in getting authors with academic proclivities 
– notably the great Umberto Eco, our guest of 
honour at the 2009 festival.

A crucial element in Prima Vista’s growth, howev-
er, has been the meticulous attention on providing 
events for the Russian audience and everyone in-
terested in Russian literature – Prima Vista festival 
is one of the very few in Estonia to consider it a 
major cultural mission. The main performers in 
that line of activities are known for their social 
criticism: Lyudmila Ulitskaja, Alexandra Marinina, 
Dmitry Bykov, Dina Rubina, as well as Evgeniy 
Grishkovets and Grigory Oster who has attended 
Prima Vista this spring.
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Digitising at the UT Library
We give our best in storing valuable materials and 
making them forever accessible. 

The process of digitising was started at the UT 
Library with the Epson GT-1500 scanner. The 
productivity grew much in 2006, when the scan-
ner OS 10000TT (colour 42 x 59.4 cm (A”)) was 
bought from a book-friendly fi rm Zeutschel. The 
UT Library was the fi rst in the Baltic countries to 
purchase the robot scanners Qidenus RBS Pro 
TableTop (colour 25 x37 cm) in 2010 and Kir-
tas II (colour 28 x 35.6 cm) in 2011. 

The document scanner Fujitsu Fi-6140, bought 
in 2008, has been the most praiseworthy for its 
productivity. This scanner has by today digitised 
several millions of pages and catalogue cards. 

Digitising work was begun with the processing of 
dissertations defended at the University of Tar-

More information:

Heiki Epner, analyst of the UTL digital collections
heiki.epner@ut.ee

UT Digital Archive on DSpace

The University of Tartu Repository on DSpace is 
a digital archive, created for collecting, preserving 
and making accessible the digital information of 
the UT structural units. The repository supports 
full text search and materials can also be browsed 
by fi elds of science and structural units. 

The UT DSpace is open to public and freely 
accessible on the Internet. By search engines 
FirstSearch, Scientifi c Commons, Dart-Europe, 
Base, Europeana, etc., the UT DSpace has access 
to millions of references and full texts of more 
than 1200 content producers. The UT DSpace 
has joined the all-European DART portal of e-dis-
sertations www.dart-europe.eu

DSpace is the most used and recognised reposi-
tory software that supports the strategies of 
long-time preservation.

The UT DSpace offers a unifi ed environ-
ment for archiving and making accessible of 
scientifi c works. The UT was the fi rst university 
in Estonia to require that all doctoral disserta-
tions were accessible in the e-environment. Since 
2004, the number of electronically archived doc-
toral dissertations has reached 2046. The volume 
of DSpace is growing rapidly due to materials that 
are already created in the electronic format and 
due to books, manuscripts and other materials 
that are digitised at the UT Library. 

The UT DSpace makes accessible digitally pro-
duced works and digital copies of traditional 
works. 

Processes of archiving and making accessible are 
guided by the articles of the copyright law. By the 
author’s wish, materials can be made accessible 
only to the University of Tartu members.

“We know from M. Bulgakov’s book Master and 
Margarita that manuscripts do not burn, and the 
same can be said about electronic manuscripts. 
But electronic manuscripts have a different type 
of a problem – they can very easily get lost in the 
vast expanse of the Internet and it takes much 
time and trouble to fi nd them. The institutional 
repositories of this type have practically done away 

http://dspace.utlib.ee

Doctoral
dissertations 
Master’s theses 
Seminar papers 
Abstracts

Articles 
Presentations
Slide 
presentations

Textbooks 
Learning 
objects 
Learning 
materials 

Statements 
Reports
Overviews

Photos

Digitised books

“The reason why I use the digital repository DSpace 
for archiving my learning materials is just that it allows 
me to hold electronic learning materials in the digital 
archive even in ten or twenty years. Besides, all my 
learning materials are licence-protected and they are 

Krista Uibu, lector of the Estonian lan-
guage and literature at the UT Institute 
of Education

with this problem and we 
can very easily fi nd all kinds 
of wonderful and useful 
manuscripts due to the 
existence of hard links.”

Veronika Kalmus, professor of media 
studies at the UT Institute of Journalism 

and Communication

copyright objects. People 
who wish to use them are 
obligated to refer to them in 
a correct way.”

EEVA started in 2002 as a joint project of the 
University of Tartu and the Estonian Literary Mu-
seum; its main goal is to make the old rare texts 
that have played an important role in Estonian 
cultural history accessible to the users. EEVA is a 
collection of texts that date from the 13th centu-
ry up to the mid-19th century, but EEVA is also a 
virtual literary history. Its users are assisted by a 
constantly growing index of headwords that spec-
ify the texts according to their subject fi eld, main 
type, genre, movement, time period, etc. The 
repository can be used in Estonian, German, Rus-
sian and English.Presentation of Quidenus scanner in Open Access Week 2010

tu by renowned scholars of past times, and with 
the creation of an electronic database of scholars 
and linking it to source publications. Digitisation 
of Estica/Baltica publications that are unique 
in Estonia and/or heavily used by library patrons 
was started in 2005. Digitisation of rare books, 
manuscripts and photos from the UT Library 
collections has been continued already for a num-
ber of years. All digital materials are archived at 
the UT Digital Archive on DSpace and they are 
linked to the online catalogue ESTER (http://tartu.
ester.ee/). Most of the digitised materials are ac-
cessible on the principle of Open Access.

By today, the digitally archived materials have 
reached the all-European portal EUROPEANA 
and digital copies of early books can be requested 
via the EOD Search portal.

Several virtual exhibitions have been compiled us-
ing the digitised materials:

Kunst und Künstler in 
Tartu (Dorpat) im 19 
Jahr hundert 
http://www.utlib.ee/ekol-
lekt/bskunst/de/

Western European 
graphic arts from the 
15th–18th centuries, 
and early German lit-
hography
http://www.utlib.ee/
ekollekt/legraafi ka/eng/

EEVA: Digital 
Text Repository 
for Older Esto-
nian Literature
http://www.utlib.
ee/ekollekt/eeva/
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Insight into Library

Heart of the library, the former 
catalogue hall, at present – a 
comfortable area for reading, 
working, socialising and viewing 
exhibitions.

Acting Director  Malle Ermel at the Open Access Day in the Library Con-
ference Hall

Library Director Martin Hallik and University Rector Alar Karis are 
 opening the library’s Facebook profi le and becoming the fi rst friends 
(30.03.2010)

Area for serious work and short 
breaks.


