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=N\ Vum gloriofifimum ceeli terrzqve Prin-
<y cipisnatalem trimeltreabhincfolemniter
1) celebraremus, Moluccas, facram piz me-
N dicavionis navigationem fufcipientes, d¢
5 2=>s, mupide {alutavimus, qvd & illic bonz
jvicqvam frugis, in animz lapfu corrupre medicinam,
ecerperemus, Nuncadaliam maris Afiatici infulam;
Rhodum fcilicer,mentis qvadam velificatione divertere
lubet, urmorientis ibidem ac refurgentis Dominifive
imaginem five veltigiuminveniamus. Rhodus, unde
infufx nomen;,totd qvondam orbe clariffima folis erat
civitas, & Archipelagi regina, totqve gloriz radiis coro-
pata paffim fuperbiebat.  Portu gaudebar prorfus exi-
mio,in cujus oftio nominatiflimus conftiteratColoflus,
feptemimcrmundi relatus miracula, Cun&ain hac
folis Ratua ad naturz regulas tam perfecé reflponde-
bant,ur, ficuti Deucalionziolim hominesex lapidibus;
ita opus illud , diviné qvodam artificié , afeiplo
produfle crederetur.  Vivaciflima ejus deprehendeba-
tur habitudo, qvi non foliiminlococonfifterer, fed fes
qvoqve attollerer.  Facies tantd eminebat venuftatis &
gravitatismixturﬁ, utdifcerni neqvaqvam pofrct; pluf
neamabilitatis eniteret, qva folem decet; an majeftatis,
qveDEum, Talis tum Rhodiusifteapparebac Colof-
fus, acinde fama femperaliosatqvealios, ex diffitis lon-
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gé regionibus , populos ad ftupendum ejus fpe@acu-~
lum evocabat, Evocabatfimulimmaniflimos Sarace-
nos,qvi qvadragintiadduxerant navigia, velut totidem
caltellain mari zdificata, & terrefltres copias pené infi-
nitas, ut totam fibi {ubjicerentinfulam, aut funditus
. deftruerent.  Sexaginta protinus millia, viliflimum.s
vulgus,armati{ubrerramfc, tanqvam diaboli ininfer-
~ num, penetrant, mox, per occultas foffas , & ignem &
furiasiplas, magnacum murorum parte, inaérem dif-
flaturi, Atnunqvam Rhodusmags fecura ac validius
claufa fuit, qvaim tot & tam vaftis apertaruinis. . Suc-
ceflerantqvippe,in murorum vicem, fortiflimi ordinis
Johannzi Eqvites,in qvorum pectoribus crux Domini
refulgebat fan&illima,adeo utnulla mzniorum parsva-
lentior, qvam qvz prociderat, nullaqve impenetrabilior
effer,qvam qva fichofti patuerat. Quid2qvodqvatuor
duriffimzimprelliones, qvibus uné Solimannus tem-
pore, diverfisinlocis, totd virium [uarum patentid, ur-
bem arietavir, qvatuor extiterint mallea, ad barbararum
gentifi perniciem comparata, Unéd duntaxat affuleu, vi-
gintimillia trucidati impiasin orco depofuére animas,
corpora verd pontus haufiy, qvorum largiter bibit {an-
gvinem, laté peringens {patium tabd purpuratus fadif-
fimo. Ita toties, murorum fuorum [agibus, vi@ricia
hinc inde figna gencrofifflimi produxerant Eqvites, &,
qvasante pafli erant, clades in portas mutdrant tri_ulm-
ales,



fales, qveis hoc forté adfcribilemma poterat: IN AD-
VERSIS LATITIA, Verim enim verd ubinullusin-
curlionum atqve pugnarum aderat finis, iple tandem
viGtoriz viftores confumebat fuos. Qvemadmodum.s
enim non hominibusfolim,fed metallis pariter, certas
annorum menfura prafixa , moriendiqve lex vel ided
impofiraeft, qvodviverevideanturs fic incomparabilis
ifte Coloflus, qvi immortalitate multd cenfebatur dig-
niffimus, neqvidem annd zratis {uz fextd & qvingva-
gefimd defun@us interiit.  Ad hujus autem urbis la-
mentabilem exitum plus uniusdemum interni valebat
proditorisperfidia, qvam trecentorum Turcarum mil-
lium forispugnantium violentia,  Ex hifce, qvx de
Rhodiisretwlimus, fupendoqve eorundem Coloflo,
non nihilfortaflis reperictur, qvod prafent aliqvatenus
accommodari poterit tempori,  Vanum profeéto at-
qve futile fuit, qvicqvid vel artis, vel concinitatis, in ¢ffi-
¢ta folis fatua, tantopere predicabantMajora utiqve &
longéoccurrunteminentiora, qvz inipfo Soleincreato,
Redemptore noftro, pius credentium cztus fubmifi¢
admiratur, indubitati Edc {ufcipit, & religiof6 admo-~
dum cultu profeqvitur. Aternanamqve hzc abaterno
proceflitPatre imago,clarum de Lumine (parfitLumen,
ac imenfa mundimzaniaorbesqve caeli peramplos pro-
duxit, Adinfinitam ejusbonitatem meliorhominum
pars penitiffimé Rupuir, cim feintuendum polo demit-
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teret (alubertim@, Solqve caeleflis in terra, (ubtraQista-
men majeftacis {uz radiis, difcurrerer.  Tenebra, qvis
crederet? Lucem extingvere, ac vernz Dominum op-
primerehaud verebantur.  Imo, qvi invi€tus, vinceba-
tur, qviinfinitus, conftringebatur, qvi omnipotens, ab
infirmis tenebatur.  Recutiti furore immenfis {upera-
bantparafangisMufulmannos, acpernitiofos DEo pa-
rabantcuniculos, inferos qvofcunqvead fxderis convo-
cando focietatem, qvofolidifimumhbunc Coloflum,
Solis effeGtorem potentiffimum , vitali {uo privarent
fplendore, actandem obfcuratuminaére fufpenderent.
Nongqvidem tum fortiffimi Johanna: ordinis deerant
Eqvites, facratifimi fulgentibus alis miniftri, ¢ gvorum
cohorte unuscum morte luQantiDominoin f(?lamen_:
apparuit. Veriimnoluit Heros divinitate pleniflimus,
i bearBpums, hoc ftipatus incedere fervitid, utpote qvi fa-
allimé duodecim advocare fibi in fatellitium legiones
potuiffet. Uni proinde eidemqve foli pugnam placuit
aggredi acerrimam, acutiflimos fuftinere dolores, im-
miniflima tolerare verbera, acfponté hoftium cederes
procacitati turpiflime, Echioc eft,qvod uranius iftes
Coloffus, qvi omniaomnium {eculorum fuperabat mi-
racula,anteqvartum & trigefimum atatis {uz annum_.,
in crucem {ublatus, indeqvefub terram reconditus fue-
rit, Sicut autem Ottomannicabeftia hamatis corripere
acdeftruere ungvibus Rhodum minime valuifler, nilfj
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qviﬁ‘]vam ex cjusincolis;nefand4 ad hoftes proditiones
tranfiflet , atqvefic extremam inexpugnabili fortalitio
perniciem procuriffer: Similiter Judas, exaddidiffimo
Chrifti fodalitioinproditorem fcelefté formatus, tranfs
verfieffecitmente, utleviadmodumacpudendé pretid,
ditiffimus omnium idemqve fupremus Monarchaillis
traderetur, qvi perfe@iflimum deltruereopus, Deumé§;
a feculisbenedium necare intendebant. Nihilominus
tandem profperrimé heic cedebant omnia, & acerbifli-
moslugentium cjulatus gratiffima excipiebant epinicia,
Impoflibile qvippe fuit , ut vitze necifqve Dominus io
oblcuro detineretur dormitorio; fedtertii mox die cla-
riffimé furrexit, horrendas hoftium circomjacentium.
umbras ocyflimé diffipans. Qv4 enim ratione zternz
virtutisColoflus abinimica deftrui manu poterats Num
Solifteinfinits fulgore fud hocilluftrare univerfum de-
fieret? Acceditemodo pavidi Chriftiana pietatis militess
acfurgenti ¢ mortuisDomino Ixtanteraccinite. Nunc
non clypeis duntaxat, fedanimis, in perpetuam lu@an-
tisahqvandiu, & per tordifficultates &Iicim me eluctan-
tis Ducis veftri memoriam, hzcinfigite verba: IN AD-
VERSIS LETITIA, Adfpicite rutilantiflimum Re-
demptoris veftri corpus,qvod mortischeut caliginevi-
diftisobfcuratum : adfpiciteimmortale » qvod paulo
antemortunm deploriflis: adfpiciteimpafhibile, qvod
fxvos fubirccmciatusconfpexifgs : adfpieite misd agli- -
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tatedecoratum, qvod maledi&o crucis lignovidiftisalli-
gatum. Sicnempe decebar, utfan&umDominicorrup-
tionem non fentiret, novoqve huicSim{oni renafceren~
tur capilli, Qyinaudader idaflererelicebit, qvodSion,
arx Altiflimi,nunqvam magisextiteritinvincibilis,qvim

oftqvam totaEr:Li rabiescum perfidoerumperetApel-
a,atqve locum huncomnium pulcerrimum evertere_
conaretur. Atdextra DEi exaltata Soliserexit Colof-
{fum, CHRISTUM ¢ mortuis ad vite lumen {ufcitavic,
hoftesqveconftanter improbos tartareis fepelivit tene«
bris, Qvidproin trepidatis Numini in folidum dicata
peoras Eccurtam la;:gitcr ploratis? Qvem amiffum.,
qveruli qvaritis? Tranftitio tempus pavoris ac timoris,
nox atradivinz receflit indignationis , lumen falutaris
gratiztellurem paflim illuftrat, ac fuosmiré exhilarat in-
colas, Satisjam lacrumarum fufum, fatis pafionums
exantlatum, {atisludibriorumauditumeft. Verenunc
redeuntef{vaviffimé, ac fuperatd dirx hiemisinclemen-
tid, cunQarurfusvigere, ridere & vivereincipinnt, Slu-
cemtotimundo aufpicatiffimam! 6 lztifimam triftifli-
mazaffliQionis cataftrophen! Dominusgloriofiffimé re-
duxplan&um inrifum, iraminfavorem, bellum in pa-
cem, mortem in vitam,acinfernum in ceelum convertir,
Hoc firmitercredamus , Pafchali noftro Coloffo om-
nem omnind honorem exdebito deferentes, - Dabam
Rigx, d. XXX. Mart, A,O,R. co 196 xxcrx,



