University of Tartu
Faculty of Social Sciences and Education

Institute of Government and Politics

MA Thesis

Galina Jevgrafova

Gender issue and the process of nation-building: thcase of

Ukraine

Supervisor: prof. Viacheslav Morozov

Tartu 2014



| have compiled this thesis independently. All woi other authors and their ideas,
together with the facts coming from published sear@and elsewhere have been

referenced.

| agree to publish this work to the DSpace digat@hive of the University of Tartu.

/Galina Jevgrafova/



Abstract

Gaining independence in 1991 has brought many esing#ls for the new
Ukrainian state. Among those challenges was a gigum find new national identity.
As an attempt to do so, a look back to the pre-&dimnes, particularly to the values of
“traditional Ukrainian family” was used as a charioego back to the national roots.
Consequently, a highly essentialist approach bothation and to gender issues, e.g.
division of duties in family, has become very pa@vuand influential in Ukrainian
public and political debates. The aim of the paigeto analyse how these issues —
process of nation-building and gender issue —aicteand affect each other. The thesis
is theoretically framed by Brubaker's concept oétionalizing states” and the role of
gender issue in the newly independent states. Tudy $s empirically based on the
speeches, interviews, statements and other politeods of the most influential
Ukrainian politicians of the time of the first tleréresidents — Leonid Kuchma, Viktor
Yushchenko and Viktor Yanukovych. The political texof the political elite
expressesing opinions on the process of natioribgi] finding Ukrainian national
idea, together with views on gender roles and wdsnensition in the society are
chosen for critical discourse analysis. The anslgsincludes that regardless the fact
that Ukrainian politicians of different parties ty distance themselves from each other,
their views on the above mentioned topics are senylar and highly essentialist. Thus,
women are supposed to contribute to the construatiche Ukrainian nation through
giving birth to children and children’s patriotiplringing, together with taking care of
their husbands and inspiring them to great achievesnn the sake of Ukraine.

Key words: nation-building, gender issue, Ukraine, natiasiafy state.
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Introduction

The collapse of the Soviet Union, among many oéspiects, turned out to be a
challenge for many newly independent states inctse of finding their new national
identity. The general trend was to oppose the rate $o the old Soviet past as much as
possible, but besides terminating the Soviet leglaeye was also a challenge to address
the new situation. Looking back to the pre-Sovietes might have seemed the most
natural decision, but was not particularly helpfsince most of the former republics
were not independent states before the Soviet fifnesides, not only the internal
political situation has changed, but also the enwop social and foreign political,

affairs have undergone tremendous changes.

As Ukrainian society has started to transform withe newly gained
independence, perception of woman’s role in theesptas transformed too. Until the
end of the 1980s and the beginning of the 1990sitimeinant role model for women
was the image of an educated working Soviet supenam with high morals. The fall
of the socialist model has brought a peculiar coration of the ideals to the image of
femininity: nationalism that promoted the pre-Sovieaditional understanding of
femininity; rising mass consumption that exploite®men’s sexuality and sexist
stereotypes to sell goods; harsh economic conditioaking women dependent on their
partners (and pushing women to look for and makenelves attractive to the wealthy

ones).

What is particularly interesting regarding the Ukian case is the fact that the
essentialist concept of the new national idea Bagmtly affected the development of
gender issue, in many cases preventing genderiggaim mainstreaming and rooting
into the society. However, the national iges seis highly “genderalised”, making the
perception of genuine Ukrainian women and trad#&lobkrainian family a centre
element of it. Thus, the hypothesis of the thesighie perception of gender issues in a
nationalising state is deeply connected with antually dependent on nation-building.
Consequently, the aim of the thesis is to demoteshraw the process of nation-building
defines the development of gender issue in Ukraame, how the process of nation-
building itself is further affected by the gendssue it has shaped. In order to do that,

the speeches, interviews and statements of the imfbsntial Ukrainian politicians —



presidents, prime ministers, speakers of the padid and members of the cabinet —
will be analysed with the help of critical discoaianalysis in the scale of a single case
study.

To make the research most relevant, the core gqallifigures of the whole
independence period will be taken into considematibough ending on Yanukovych’s
time in office, with the most recent political sphewill be dated as March 2013,
without thereby including the latest Ukrainian pioll crisis of 2013-2014. The earliest
speech analysed originates from the year 1999 taltiee availability of the material.
That will still cover five years of Kuchma beingetiPresident, consequently providing
an expressive illustration of his vision of the lgead issues, and the visions of his
team. The politicians are chosen as the agentgaltieeir ability both to reflect the
public opinion and to shape it.

The material for the critical discourse analysipalitical texts of the above
mentioned politicians — will be chosen in accordatw its relevance to the thesis. To
this extent, the political texts on national idehallenges of the process of nation-
building, visions of the further development of thation together with the perception
of gender roles, family, women’s position in theisty will be gathered and used for

the analysis.

Ukraine is a suitable case study due to uniquefjh himportance the gender
issue occupies in the process of nation-buildingpatWis also important is the fact that
the transition period of the country is not ovet. y@onsequently, the issue of nation-
building is still highly relevant and is more sutiied to influence of the socio-political
processes. Moreover, fairly every new governmentUkraine tries to address the
challenge of delivering the new national idea aodtigbute to the construction of
national identity. Nevertheless, none of them Hawad the struggle easy. The novelty
of the project lies in analysing not only how thender issue is affected during the
unstable time of new independence, but also bynggpknto consideration how the
gender issue itself affects the construction of theainian nation. To this extent, it
provides a better understanding of the politicacdurse in independent Ukraine and
provides alternative information on how the proceksation-building develops in the
post-Soviet society.



The analysis will address the following researcaggions:
1. How political elite formulates the new national a®e
2. How political elite formulates their vision of gegrdroles in everyday life?

3. What division of gender roles is seen in the pedroapof the process of

construction of the Ukrainian nation?
4. Is the search of the unique national idea stitwfent importance in Ukraine?

5. What is the dependence between essentialist pemospdf national idea and

gender issue?

The questions will be addressed using the methaexofcritical discourse analysis.
The analysis itself will be divided in two partsirgg, the political elite’s speeches,
interviews and statements regarding the struggtietiwering the new national idea will
be examined. After that, the speeches, interviewds shatements regarding the gender
issue will be also divided into two subsets. Thhesspeeches, interviews and statements
given in the framework of the official greetings tre occasion of the International
Women’s Day will be studied. Then, the politicaktse revealing the opinions of
political elite on gender roles and their percemi@f women’s role in the society in
general and in the formation of the Ukrainian matmecisely will be conducted. As a
result of the analysis | will demonstrate, whichigegptions of national identity, nation-
building, gender roles and women’s position in swciety dominate among the
Ukrainian political elite, whether these percepsiatffer during the time of the three
Ukrainian Presidents — Leonid Kuchma, Viktor Yusticko and Viktor Yanukovych —
and prove that they are mutually dependent.

The thesis is done in the following structure. Thkevant academic literature on
nationalism in the newly independent states, padrty “nationalizing states” of
Brubaker’s concept will be studied in order to getinsight into the specific processes
of the nation-building in the case of the reseaildfe state of affairs of gender equality
in Ukraine will be then estimated in order to ursi@nd what the condition of the issue
Is, and to be able to compare how it is addresgatifferent politicians. After that, the

methodology part of the work will follow in ordeo present a full-scale report on the



used empirical procedures and operationalisatitwe. fext step will be to present the
empirical data and to analyse them. The conclusespective to the analysis will end

the thesis.

The main possible limitation is in the methodolagiepproach. Thus, due to the
scale of the thesis, it will not be possible tolgsa every single speech, statement or
interview, where the representatives of the pdlitielite express their opinions on
nation-building or gender roles. There is also ancle to cover only some particular
ideological approaches, while neglecting the othlisvever, | do not claim to cover
literally all public debates on the respective éssul aim at providing an insight into
perceptions of above mentioned issues in the puytdlitical discourse in Ukraine. As
regards to covering diverse opinions, | will exaenthose of the ruling governments,
providing the analysis of the main trends. The mpia of the radical political actors,
whose parties could not enter the parliament, matl be taken into consideration due to
the marginal effect of their contribution to thdleetion and shaping of the public

opinion.



1. Nationalism in the newly independent countries

1.1 Nationalizing states

Let us turn to Rogers Brubaker’'s concept of “nadl@ing state”. To begin with, in
his book “Nationalism reframed: Nationhood and trietional question in the New
Europe” Brubaker settles very clear requirementsafcstate to be categorised as a
nationalizing one. Firstly, there is an “imaginezKistence of a “core nation”, which is
viewed with the help of ethnocultural terms. Theiom of the “core nation” is strictly
differentiated from the concept of civic nationgliSecondly, there is a vision that the
“core nation” has a legal right to “own” the staigity, and that “the polity exists as the

polity of andfor the core nation”.

Thirdly, there is a general belief that in spitetloé fact that the core nation legally
“‘owns” the state, the interests of the core naséimnot represented sufficiently, and the
core nation as a whole is aggrieved in a numbeasés. Fourthly, it is believed that a
multileveled strategy is needed in order “to proentbte language, cultural flourishing,
demographic predominance, economic welfare, ortipali hegemony of the core
nation”. Fifthly, this multileveled strategy is fifsed as being essential in order to
compensate the previous “discrimination againstniien before it had “its own” state
to safeguard and promote its interests”. Sixthlye toeliefs of this kind — are
implemented with the help of a number of differsettings: “legislatures, electoral
campaigns, the press, associations, universitiesstreets”. And the seventh criterion
of the nationalizing state is an adoption of pdiceorresponding to the above
mentioned visions and beliefs by both state and-state bodies and organisations
(Brubaker 1996: 83-84).

1.2 Interwar Poland as a nationalizing state

| would like to pay particular attention at Brubdkethought, with which he
advocates the generality of the criteria listedvabd hus, he claims that “state-based,
nation-promoting nationalisms — the post-independenationalisms of nationalizing

state — are inherently more diffusive than statkisg nationalisms”. Brubaker points



out that the state-seeking nationalisms often diffom the post-independent
nationalisms in one very important issue: the farkiads of the nationalisms usually
have clear goals — be that more autonomy or fulependence. When these goals are
achieved and a new state is established it is dfieicase that nationalizing nationalism
lacks clear goals. Such state of affairs result@asBrubaker notes, the fact that “it is
harder to point what is specifically “nationalistbout politics in such states. In such
settings, nationalism becomes an “aspect” of mslitt embracing both formal policies
and informal practices, and existing both withird asutside the state — rather than a
distinctive movement. It is that diffusive and pesive yet nonetheless distinctive
aspect of politics [...]"ibid.: 84).

Interestingly, Brubaker studies the case of intenRaland as an example to
visualise his theory. However, the case of Ukraegspecially in the 1990s, not only
corresponds fully to the criteria of the nation@lgstate, but has strikingly a lot of very
important issues in common with the particular $tolkkase. That may be explained not
only by the fact that Ukraine is indeed a countirthe “New Europe”, as Brubaker calls
it, but — as a result of the significant part ofmgoon history and cultural aspects
Ukraine and Poland share. Let me thus have a vergf loverview of the

characterisation Brubaker gives to the situatiomiaerwar Poland.

Thus, newly emerged Polish state was a very difteceuntry in comparison with
what used to be before; it differed significantlgtio from the old Polishithuanian
Commonwealth and from the empires it used to betorig the nearest past. What has
changed was not only the fact of independenceeathount of territories, but also the
very concept of nation. If before that, in the &ldlishLithuanian Commonwealth the
nation was “defined by social and political statust by language or ethnicity”, than in
the newly independent Second Polish Republic themaf nation was rethought and
instead of the social and political class, ethrgplistic notion has prevailed. This
change of the concept of the nation resulted in twosiderable aspects, which
Brubaker names as “social deepening” and “ethnicomang”. The social deepening
was caused by the fact that the notion of statasubked to be the bounding element of
the “gentry nation” concept has lost its urgenchafl in-turn, made democratisation
possible, provoking thereby the spread of the mie@ocial deepening”. At the same
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time, “the increased salience of language as ndiitamding diacritical marker reflected
the experience of prolonged statelessness, whevepted the development of a state-
oriented, state-framed, “civic” or “territorial” wierstanding of nationhood”. Another
very interesting aspect of the new Polish concdpthe nation is its oft-martyred

character, viewed as “Polish ethnonation’s hertriegglle for independenceibid.: 85).

Consequently, since martyrdom was believed to leeaddrthe key elements, which
made the regaining of independence possible ab@lpied a considerable place in the
formation of the national myth and affected futyp@icies. The idea of martyrdom
thereby contributed significantly to and later ackied the emergence of the
understanding that “the new Polish state [...] wasceived as the staté andfor the
ethnolinguistically (and ethnoreligiously) defin@alish nation, in part because it was
seen as madey this nation against the resistance of Germansaibians, and Jews. A
clear distinction was universally drawn betwees #olish nation and the total citizenry
of the state” ipid.). As a result, the national policies towards nadlominorities were
dual. Thus, Belarusians and Ukrainians outside alficia were seen as candidates to
become a part of the Polish nation in the futuhereafter, policies meant for them
implied assimilation. At the same time, Germans d&s were not considered as those
possibly assimilating in the future (and even unwedrto by the state); therefore the
policies towards them were “more “dissimilationisdt “differentialist,” based on
differential treatment by ethnocultural nationaldynong citizens of the Polish state”
(ibid.: 86, 100).

To this extent, Germans and Jews were replaced thhermost important economic
and political positions, and their emigration frothe country was encouraged.
Regarding specifically the German population ofad| there were two main issues the
Polish state had, so to say, to blame them int Birall, due to the historical events
(mainly the Germanization during the rule of theig¢€areich), the above mentioned
policies towards the ethnic Germans were “preseasegmedial and compensatory, as
needed to reverse the political, economic, culfuaatl ethnodemographic legacy of the
decades-long policy of Germanization”. The secdiadlt’ of the ethnic Germans was
the fact that even if they did not have the citsedgp of Weimar Germany, they shared

11



the “ethnocultural nationality” with “a powerful igbouring state with unconcealed
revisionist ambitions”ibid.: 87).

Brubaker makes a very considerable remark aboutetheons of the varied policies
towards the different national minorities in Polafdhus, while the Germans and the
Jews lived mostly in the cities, often holding imjamt positions in the society, the
mostly rural population of “Belarusians and Ukraims occupied no desirable economic
or political positions from which there was anye@st to excluding them. They were
recognized — while Germans and Jews were not -ut@stghonous; no one sought to

encourage them to emigrateédi¢l.: 98).

1.3 Post-Soviet Ukraine as a nationalizing state

After analysing the interwar Poland’s case, Brubala@nts out that at least two of
the seven elements of nationalizing state aref@kssent in the now independent former
Soviet republics. These key-elements are the “sehsewnership” of the state by a
particular ethnocultural nation that is conceivesl distinct from the citizenry or
permanent resident population as a whole, andrémaédial” or “compensatory project
of using state power to promote the core natiop&csic (and heretofore inadequately
served) interests™ilpid.: 103-104). | would suggest that in the case ofauie all the
initial seven elements were present to a great&sser extent. Brubaker highlights the
case of Ukraine among the other new states, clgirthiat “significant elements of
nationalization can be found even in states the¢ lpmesented themselves as models of

interethnic harmony, notably Ukraine and Kazakhs(éid.: 106).

Thus, let me address Brubaker’s seven elementseafdtionalizing state in the case
of Ukraine. To begin with, the first element — tieistence of the core nation that is
differed from civic citizenship; the second elemenhe idea that this core nation has
the right to “own” the polity, which in-turn exsstas the onef andfor the nation; and
the fourth element — “the idea that specific acimmeeded in a variety of settings and
domains to promote the language, cultural flounghidemographic predominance,
economic welfare, or political hegemony of the coation” — are almost fully stated in
the Ukrainian Constitution, which proclaims that:

12



“The state promotes the consolidation and developgnoé the Ukrainian
nation, its historical consciousness, traditionsdaculture, as well as the
development of the ethnic, cultural, linguistic amdigious identity of all
indigenous peoples and national minorities of Ukedi (Constitution of the
Republic of Ukraink Chapter 11. Doc. Nr. 2&06sp. 1996, ed.
02.03.2014).

“The state language of Ukraine is Ukrainian.

State ensures the comprehensive development aradiohing of the
Ukrainian language in all spheres of public lifedhghout the territory of
Ukraine.

In Ukraine, the free development, use and protactibRussian and other
languages of national minorities of Ukraine are garsteed.

State promotes the learning of languages of intieonal communication.

The use of languages in Ukraine is guaranteed gy @onstitution of
Ukraine and is determined by lawibid. Chapter 10Q)

As regards to the concern of the demographic prethome, it was particularly a
big issue in Ukraine. Thus, starting from the 198ie ideology of “demographic
development” was not only a part of a nation-buidfiagenda, but it was also
sometimes, as Zhurzhenko notes, “explicitly natistia(Zhurzhenko ed. Kuehnast and
Nechemias 2004: 32). Thereby, some demographerte vabout the “national
reproduction of Ukraine€” However, it often means a concern about repriotuctf the
core ethnos — Ukrainians, rather a general conabout the demography of Ukraine.
Furthermore, some demographers, like O. Chirikow dn Vinnichenko, whom
Zhurzhenko quotes in her work, are bluntly pledsgdhe fact that with the emergence
of the Ukrainian state the ethnic balance hasestaid change in favour of the ethnic

Ukrainians.

At the same time, Chirikov and Vinnichenko find tthepatriation of the Crimean
Tatars to Ukraine, refugees, transit migrants daedal immigration from the countries
of Africa, Middles East and Asia is a highly womgi tendency, which not only may
find reflection in the increased criminal statistibut “threatens the very existence of

the Ukrainian nation”. The cross-ethnic marriages also seen as a regret-worthy

! All translations in this thesis are mine, unletseowise indicated.

2| will go back to this idea of “national reprodigst of Ukraine” several times during the thesis:ngna
Ukrainian politicians will formulate it using these other words, but due to the high urgency ofitlea
in the Ukrainian society and its direct accordatathe issue being studied in the thesis | will payre
attention at that later.
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practice {bid.). Besides, there is also a concern regarding niyt the decrease of the
population, common to many other post-Soviet andstéfa European states, but the
“national degeneration”. The reason of the “natioth@generation” of the Ukrainian

nation is seen in the Soviet past:

“Mass migration of Russians and members of othesskRun-speaking
peoples into Ukraine, linguistic Russification okrdinians, insufficient
development of Ukrainian professional culture, dexl of endogamy
between Ukrainians on some territories, ideologibahinwashing of the
population, especially children and youth, openck&ning of the history of
Ukraine and the inculcation of inferiority complexescribing an archaic
character and a lack of perspective to all thingkréinian — all this has
prepared the ground for a total and irrevocable &fisation in the near
future”. (Chirkov and Vinnichenko quoted in Zhurzhenko eldsehnast
and Nechemias 2004: 33)

Here it is where we, in addition to the demograpidncern, also reach the third
Brubaker’'s element of the nationalizing state: “idea that the core nation is not
flourishing”; that also repeats the fourth elemenhe belief that some concrete actions
are needed in order to help the core nation toriBby and the fifth element — “the
conception and justification of such action as réi@eor compensatory, as needed to
counterbalance and correct for previous discrinmmafgainst the nation before it had
“its own” state to safeguard and promote its irgese As regards to the sixth and
seventh elements of Brubaker's nationalizing s{#tese are implementation of the
above mentioned ideas with the help of number whffe settings: “legislatures,
electoral campaigns, the press, associations, rsiies, the streets”; and adoption of
polices corresponding to the above mentioned vésaord beliefs by both state and non-
state bodies and organisations, respectively), #neyalso well reflected in the rhetoric
about the demographic policies and in rhetoric albation-building (the latter will be

studied separately in the last chapter).

| would also like to address some aspects of naligm, which Brubaker points
out while analysing interwar Poland; thus as | ddvefore, in addition to the seven
elements, by which a nationalizing state may begersed, | see some other similar
moments in modern Ukraine. To begin with, when liHeaemerged on the geopolitical
map of the world as a result of the collapse of$lwiet Union, it was a country that
differed significantly from what used to be therefdye, regarding both territory and
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kind of the government. Moreover, as we could sethé Constitution, in Ukraine too,
the concept of the nation was constructed withhékp of the ethnolinguistic terms.
Besides, as it was showed above, just like in waerPoland, in newly independent

Ukraine there were different national minoritie$igh were addressed differently.

Thus, the Crimean Tatars similarly to the Belamisiand Ukrainians in Poland,
who “were recognized [...] as autochthonous” (Bkdral996. 98) — Crimea was the
only autonomous republic of Ukraine. At the sanmaeti the Russian population of
Ukraine, similarly to the Germans of Poland, wezersas those directly connected to
the legacy of the previous authorities, repressovéhe national identity of the core
nation. Besides, analogically with the Weimar Geamnahaving its “revisionist
ambitions” just next to Poland, there is Russighieouring Ukraine and minding rather
comparable ideas. The decrease of population afietRussians, as Chirikov and
Vinnichenko note in their work, was highly appreéed similarly to the Germans in

Poland, who were bluntly “encouraged to immigrate”.

Another very important issue that both interwara®dl and independent Ukraine
have in common is the notion of martyr charactethef struggle for independence and
of national identity. It is well reflected in theaBe Anthem of Ukraine with the title
“Ile ne emepna Ykpaina” being also the first line of the lyrics. That mbg translated
as “Ukraine is still alive”, but the literal tramgion is “Ukraine has not yet died”.
Interestingly, the title and also the first linetbe State Anthem of Poland ideszcze

Polska nie zgigta™

, which means “Poland has not yet died”. This tEghly important
aspect: national anthem is traditionally very mici piece, addressing the most
considerable moments of a nation’s history, staiisg“motto” or ideas, aimed at
uniting people. This is also something that is faxdy repeated, especially at the most

solemn ceremonies, on the greatest dates.

Consequently, having a message in the most imgofsamg” of the state that
proclaims that the country “has not yet died”, utides and, to some extent, shapes the
understanding of a highly complicated struggle imdependence. Furthermore, by

stating that the country “has not yet died”, thisra message that there was or there is

% The original version adapted in 1926 used to besZcze Polska nie umdttavhich has the same
meaning as the current variant of the lyrics.
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some power that is eager to stop the country fr@ndoindependent; the “not yet”
remark implies that this evil-minded power is sgen and the only reason this “not
yet” has not happened is a miracle created by #tiem To this extent, this particular

national anthem contributes to promoting the idkea teeroic martyrdom.

This concept of heroic martyrdom, as Brubaker shasvan important part of the
formation of national myth, which has an effectpmiicies. What was though different
from the Polish case was the fact that Ukrainiaegdd the linguistic unity the Poles
had. Thereby, according to the population census2@dt, around 78% of the
population define themselves as ethnic Ukrainiam$ aound 17% define themselves
as ethnic Russians (State Statistics Service oib&r Population Census 2001: Ethnic
Composition of Ukraine). At the same moment, whes iwach the tricky language
issue, 67,5% of the whole population identify Ukran language as their mother
tongue, while around 30% say that for them Russsathe native language (State
Statistics Service of Ukraine. Population Censu&l2Qinguistic Division of Ukraine).
This is a very interesting aspect. One may explawith the legacy of Russification
policies of the Soviet Union, others may refer vereolder historical reasons. | would
not, however, view these numbers in order to qaesitihy quite a significant part of
those, who define themselves as ethnic Ukrainigpsak Russian as a mother tongue,
nor | would like to oppose these two groups in amy. What | find important, is the
fact that Ukrainians are bilingual, according tatistics, 58% of the population uses
both Ukrainian and Russian on a daily basis eqi&lyaga 2012).

Besides, the Ukranians also lacked the unity igici, as, according to the CIA
Factbook, even though the population is mostly €iam, there is still quite a
considerable diversity. Thus, there is, the UkeminiOrthodox Church of Kyiv
Patriarchate that is followed by around 40% of plbeulation, the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church of Moscow Patriarchate — followed by aro@086 of the population, and also
the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church, UkeainGreek Catholic, Roman
Catholic, Protestant, Muslim, Jewish religions witle number of followers below 3%
of the population (CIA. The World Factbook: Ukrair#913). Consequently, | suggest

* The population census of 2001 is the only cenamsed out in independent Ukraine. The next celisus
planned for the year 2016.
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that the bilingualism and the different denominasi@f the Ukrainians were not taken
into consideration sufficiently in the new situatiof the nationalising state.
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2. Gender issue in independent Ukraine

2.1 What is it like to be a woman in Ukraine?

Before we even start analysing the mutual impaabragithe gender issue and the
nation building, let me pay attention at some wioigydata regarding the position of
women in Ukraine. To begin with, domestic violemeseriously a big issue. According
to the report carried out in 2006 by the Amnestiedmational “Ukraine: Domestic
Violence — Blaming the Victim”, in the first nineanth of 2005 there were 83 150
reports of violence in the family registered in Hikie. These statistics fail to provided
data on gender of the victims, but according toRepartment of Public Safety of the
Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, 90% of theéictims are women. Furthermore,
according to the same source, in the period of fise months of 2006, there were
1008 murders and 402 cases of manslaughter at megigtered, with the absolute
majority of the victims being women. Here it isrsficant to add that the data quoted
above is based on the official reports of violenadich eventually reach police

(Amnesty International. Ukraine: Domestic Violere8laming the Victim. 2006: 2).

The Amnesty International’s report also providetadapllected with the help of a
survey carried out by the Winrock International2@01, the survey interviewed 6000
women of the age 12-30. Thus, according to theesur83% of the women “suffered
from moral or verbal assault, usually perpetrated their husbands, friends, or
neighbours. Of the women interviewed 11-12% welgesited to sexual abuse, and five
per cent suffered from physical abuse, usually beirt husbands” (Winrock
International 2001 quoted in Amnesty Internatiorldkraine: Domestic Violence —
Blaming the Victim. 2006: 3). Not only domestic Mince is a an inexcusable abuse f
human rights, but it also has a “pushing effect’ ia]men to agree for a job abroad,
which may end up for women being trafficked. Théeinational Organisation for
Migration provides the data that shows that 80%hef trafficked women whom they
have helped have suffered from domestic violencéorbethey were trafficked
(International Organisation for Migration quoted Amnesty International. Ukraine:
Domestic Violence — Blaming the Victim. 2006: 4).

® The population of Ukraine is 48 millions, as estted by the census of 2001 (States Statistics of
Ukraine. Census 2001. General Number of Population)
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Regarding the reasons of domestic violence, theeesach factors as general
difficult socioeconomic situation that often proeskmen for the alcohol abuse, which,
in-turn, stimulates aggressive behaviour; legatesysthat fails to protect the women,
how were attacked; social system that fails to @néwiolence; and sexist stereotypes
common in the Ukrainian society, which justify apdovoke violence (Amnesty
International. Ukraine: Domestic Violence — Blamitigg Victim. 2006: 1, 4). To this
extent, the Amnesty International sums up that pdes measures taken by the
Ukrainian government to combat domestic violenbe, problem remains widespread
and women who are victims of violence in the horaendt have adequate protection or
recourse to justice. Ukraine is failing to fulfisiobligations under international human
rights law to exercise due diligence to secure womeghts to equality, life, liberty
and security, and freedom from discrimination, uget and cruel, inhuman and
degrading treatmentil{id. 2006: 2).

In addition to the situation with domestic violenteere is also a significant pay gap
between men and women. According to the statistiatd of 2013, in Ukraine, women
earn on average around 23% less than men (StatistiSsaof Ukraine: Average
monthly wage of women and men by economic actiwit013). Besides, among the
21 professional occupations, there was only 1, ekemen earned more than men —
employment in libraries, archives, museums androtiiural institutions — a field,
where in traditionally for the post-Soviet coungrienost of the employees are women
(Rimashevskaia eds. Rai, Pilkington, Phizacklee2129).

Besides, the general political instability highlffeats the situation with gender
issue in Ukraine. As a consequence, gender equkgitglopments have been as instable
as the other policies. For instance, in 2005 Ulegasses the law on “ensuring equal
rights and capabilities of women and men”, with Mamistry of Family, Youth and
Sport Affairs taking the main responsibility of tlesue. However, in 2010 the Ministry
was reformed into the Ministry of Education, Scien¥outh and Sport Affairs. By that
the only governmental unit responsible for formiagd implementing family and
gender policy, preventing family violence, countdiray human trafficking and
ensuring equal rights of men and women was abalisine2011 150 representatives of

civil society organisations and international orgations signed a letter addressed to
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president Yanukovych urging him to re-establistoaesponding governmental unit. In
the end of 2013 the Government approved the praédche “State Programme on
Ensuring Equal Rights and Capabilities of Women &eh till 2016”, with newly
reformed Ministry of Social Affairs being responsibfor the programme. The
meanwhile state of affairs is probably most illastrely summed up in the Global
Gender Gap Repdrtwhich places Ukraine on the 48-th position in ®06n the 57-the
in 2007, and on the 61-th — 64-th ever since.

To sum up, there is still a lot of work that must dbone in order to improve the
situation with gender equality in Ukraine, to h@lmot only nominally exist in the
legislative documents and action plans, but toalstiiake roots in the society. Below,
among others issues, | will pay attention to thet feow this issue is recognised — both

by women in general and by politicians in particsdand how it is addressed.

2.2 Culture, gender and nation-building

To begin with, in order to better demonstrate tigaiScance of gender issue in the
process of constructing a nation in a nationaligtage | will need to address the issue
of culture. That will demand to start — though vernefly — from the corner stone of
cultural studies, Raymond Williams’ three meanin§sulture, which he offered in his
book “Culture and Society: 1790-1950". Those aspeetively “culture as civilization”
(general intellectual, spiritual and aesthetic dgwment), “high culture” (“intellectual
and artistic activity”) and “a particular way offdi whether of people, period or a
group” (Williams 1983: 90, quoted in Yuval-Davis9A 40).

Further on, Jonathan Friedman suggested theredi@n of “generic culture” that
is inherent for the whole human race, and “difféidnculture” that “consists in the
attribution of a set of social behavioral and repreational of properties to a given
population” (Friedman 1994: 72). What is also inmpot is the fact that, as Friedman
notes, regardless of any dissimilarities, both hefse notions are deeply essentialist,

since both of imply that “they do what they do hesmthey are what they arabif.:

® The Global Gender Gap Index 2013 is the resultafaboration of the Harvard University and the
University of California, Berkeley. The index rankeuntries as accordance to their gender gaps, and
their scores can be interpreted as the percenfabe mequality between men and women.
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73). To this extent, due to the situation in thetipalar country that | address in the
scope of the thesis, while minding “culture”, | Wpkocess from Williams’ third notion
— “a particular way of life, whether of people, ijper or a group”, and Friedman’s

“differential culture”.

In addition to that, the dynamic character of théure, which Yuval-Davis points
out, also needs attention before we proceed toméle part of the work. Thus, the idea
that “cultural myths and symbols have an enduribgjtg which is being reproduced
generation after generation, notwithstanding chamgihistorical and material
conditions”, often occupy a significant place ire tbonstruction of a nation’s identity
linked to its “archaic roots”. Yuval-Davis notesaththis durability may be very
deceptive, because even though there are someatytactices, which have survived
during the time, there might have been many othetsich have not survived.
Moreover, those cultural practices, which have isexV till today, hardly exist in the
modern world in their authentic form, often undengpconsiderable transformation,
saving only symbolic meaning or even obtaining engletely new meaning (Yuval-
Davis 1997: 41). Consequently, the authenticityaotulture is rather an artificial,

imagined concept, which may or may be not be supgday historic facts.

Interestingly enough, the role of gender issue ésenthan important as a result that
the notions of such issues as “family” and “womenhstitute core elements of every
nation or ethnic culture, being seen as a guaramitdbe nation’s homogeneity and
uniqueness; and by demonstrating the nation’s @mess, these elements actually
prove the very essence of the nation, as theyhsetultural differences, which separate
the nation from the others. To this extent, womenseen as custodians of the past of
the nation through practising, preserving, transngtand displaying its traditions;
further, women are also seen as those providingfuh@e of the nation through
nurturing children (Zhurzhenko eds. Kuehnast andhngeias 2004: 28).

Consequently, “because of the central importancgoofal reproduction to culture,
gender relations often come to be seen as comstjttite “essence” of cultures as ways
of life to be passed from generation to generatidre construction of “home” is of
particular importance here, including relationswestn adults and between adults and

children in the family, ways of cooking and eatidgmestic labour, play and bedtime
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stories, out of which a whole world view, ethicadaaesthetic, can become naturalized
and reproduced.” (Yuval-Davis 1997: 43) The similaut more ancient practice of
using women to symbolize the honour of the natioghinbe seen in the past (and also
today in fundamentalist societies and communiti®gn premarital sexual relations or
adultery was especially damnable for women, beirglagned by the stupendous
importance of purity of breed that is believed ¢msist in the purity of women (Faquir
2001: 69).

2.3Berehynia: from the ideal of native femininity to the natioral idol

Berehynia once a pre-Christian feminine folklore spirityikeed in the late 1980s
and early 1990s by patriotic-spirited Ukrainian enalriters, is a highly interesting
phenomenon, as it has become one of the centretasgiepolitical and public debates
regarding the new national identity. OriginalBerehyniawas a mermaid spirit;
etymology of the word comes from Ukrainiagpee, “a bank”, andoepeemu, “to take

care”, “to protect” (that might originate from thelief that when on the bank one is
protected from the water, from drowningerehyniaused to be well-forgotten during
the Soviet time, often oppressive towards naticoélral heritage. What is noteworthy
is the fact that its artificial revival was so sessful because, as Kis points out, “it
fulfilled a real social demand for a new, natiopaiboted model of femininity” (Kis

eds. Asztalos Morell; Carlback; Hurd; Rastback 20().

Moreover, the phenomenon &erehyniadid not only mean recalling the old
national myths, but rather creating them and adgpb the socio-political needs of the
time. As result to widely promoting the myth of ghpowerful mermaid spirit, and
exaggerating its importance in the Ukrainian catas an ideal of femininity, the notion
of Berehyniahas provoked an illusion that Ukrainian women hbeen emancipated
and have been enjoying equal rights with men fasagd he illusion, partly needed to
represent Ukrainians as a highly progressive natias done a disservice to the
development of the gender equality in the courdsyjt was widely introduced that all
rights are already there, so there is a need toertrate on the more urgent problems

now, without wasting time and energy on emancipaiidis eds. Asztalos Morell;
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Carlback; Hurd; Rastback 2005: 108, 111; Zhurzhesdt®. Kuehnast and Nechemias
2004: 29).

A closer remark on the concept Bérehyniashould be done here. Thus, it indeed
did not try to present Ukrainian women as mermaidits. What was taken from the
initial concept of the pagaBerehynia,was her supernatural power and ability to
protect. That was, however, “reconstructed” aslebi@ supernatural power of women,
which must be fully directed at protecting and takcare of her family in all possible
aspects. Consequently, despite the advertisedgssigity of the notion oBerehynia it
is built on the essentialist belief that motherha®dhe only and most natural fate of
women, their most important duty. Surprisingly, lswc deeply essentialist view on
gender roles is found even in the numerous inteiédcperiodical and academic
publications. In these publications authors pasdgeiy declare that “the woman’s
supreme mission is the physical and cultural repetidn of the nation through
appropriate nurturing of children, a mission whigh fulfilled by every genuine
Ukrainian woman” (Kis eds. Asztalos Morell; Carlk&éiurd; Rastback 2005: 109). As
a result, this artificial notion dBerehyniabecame a widely spread ideal of femininity,
and was highly used in public and political debaiesgender issue (Zhurzhenko eds.
Kuehnast and Nechemias 2004: 29).

In addition to that, the notion @erehyniapropagates such essentialist element as
the need for contemporary Ukrainian women to gkliadeing housewives. The idea,
again, idealises historical practices, suggestiag such a state of affairs is the best for
women themselves, since it is seen to be the orly t@ provide them rights and
respect they deserve. Sadly, this essentialist V&ls to take into consideration the
significant changes in economic, social and pdlitiaffairs, which have happened
during the last century. Peculiarly as it may lakfirst, this essentialiderehynia
centred view on gender roles has found substasiigbort among Ukrainian women.
However, there is a rational explanation behindstfiafter the years of restrained
femininity according to the Soviet ideology, togathwith the rising importance of
private life, the role of a housewife appeared ® ditractive; second, the harsh
economic conditions in newly independent Ukrairesuited in the fact that women

were first to lose their jobs and often failed iodf a worthy alternative for self-

23



actualization (Pavlychko ed. Buckley 1997: 225)isTs$tate of affairs has made having
a partner necessary for surviving, and as a resuhpusewife-friendly ideology” was
met with a generous response (Kis eds. AsztaloseMdCarlback; Hurd; Rastback
2005:109).

Another considerable aspect of fBerehynianotion as defining national Ukrainian
femininity is its attempt to differ Ukrainian womeboth from the Russian ones and
from those in the West. To this extent, the mythtled matriarchal character of
Ukrainian culture, which propagates the illusioriJéfrainian women having been given
all the rights ages ago naturally, by the very mssef the national culture, claims that
Ukrainian women enjoy a better situation and arehriveer than their counterparts in
patriarchal Russia. At the same time, although ldkaa women are as strong and
independent as the Western women, unlike them, iblerawomen are not that self-
centred, they are altruistic and caring, strongdynify-oriented (Zhurzhenko eds.
Kuehnast and Nechemias 2004: 29).

Furthermore, often they are seen as “wiser and mesponsible than men and
assume real [spiritual] leadership in their fansili@bid.). This ulterior leadership in the
families (which often means more duties and stihlrgmal respect) is used as a
stronghold of the belief of the Ukrainian womenimancipation. As a consequence,
once again, it results in an excuse to neglech#oessity of protecting women'’s rights.
Such behaviour of the political elite is unlikelypdained by an evil plot hatched in
order to knowingly discriminate women. It is rath&rlogical consequence of the
situation when the gender equality has not takemp deots in the society, and political
elite is nothing but a part of it that often rete@and speaks out the values of this

society.

Thereby, when gender equality is still far fromrgeimainstreamed, political elite
has a potential to improve the situation throughcpes and social campaigns. This is a
complicated and long process, but the first stefhefprocess is to recognise that there
is a problem like that and it needs to be changadnitiative for that may come from
the politicians or from the social activists (exyomen’s organisations). This is
something Ukrainian society has not achieved yetatN's also important is the fact
that, as Zhurzhenko points out, such a dissociatfripe Ukrainian women both from
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the Russian ones and from the Western ones is oriamt contribution to the process
of national identity formation. Differentiation fio the Russian women marks
significant process of cultural decolonisation aradion building; the unwillingness to
be identical with the “egoistic” Western women derstoates a struggle to find the

unique own way of the Ukrainian national identityid. 30-31).

2.3.1 Visualisation oBerehynia In the end of the 1990s the notionRBdrehynia

becomes even stronger in political discourse. Tasethe ideal model of femininity it
is regularly referred by the highest officials (epgesidents, prime ministers, members
of parliaments, et), especially during the speedfethe International Women’s day,
which we will scrutinise later. Thus, the concepBerehynia who gives all her energy
to guard and take maternal care of both family #rel state, becomes “one of the
central elements of the new nation-state ideoldéys eds. Asztalos Morell; Carlbéack;
Hurd; Rastback 2005: 112).

Later on, in the beginning of the 2000s and everesi Yulia Tymoshenko has made
her best in order to visualise the imageBefehyniafor the purpose of her political
career. Before that, being a successful businessanpand even at the beginning of her
political career, Tymoshenko was natural brunatté dressed in expensive, fashionable
business suits. Her famous blond around-the-head Bppeared in the end of 2001 and
marked the transformation of her image from thes“gancess”, the name she received
while running the United Energy Systems of Ukraiteeself-proclaimederehyniaof
the Ukrainian nation. The renewed image of Tymokbeasonsisted of two main parts:
the famous blond (blond is often believed to bedsphair colour for Slavs) braid,
(traditional national hairstyle for married Ukraani women), which, according to the
Forbes Magazine “alludes to Ukrainian folklore, anance, patriotism, royalty and
sainthood” (Forbes 2005;); and the new dress-sagain, with folklore elements, in

light colours and of more mature look.

2001 was also the year wh&arehyniareceived another visualisation, apart from
Tymoshenko. Thus, as a celebration of the 10 yefandkrainian independence, the
Monument of Independence was raised onMlagdan Nezalezhnostihe Independence
Square in the centre of Kiev. The monument feataregoman dressed in Ukrainian

national costume, holding a frond of a snowbalk t(another element of Ukrainian
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folklore) in her hands in patronizing-triumphing stjge above her head. The
monument, often referred a®érehyniastatue”, has become a true symbol of the
independent Ukraine (Kievbum 2012), with the maghificant events in the state often
happening on the square (including the Orange Ré&waol of 2004 and the EuroMaidan
of 2013-14). By this monument, Ukrainian “natiomébl” Berehyniawas given form
and substance.

Summing up the concept &erehynia it should be noted that its success may be
explained by its multifunctionality. It serves thationalist needs very well in by both
promoting “traditional” life style and creating m@atal myth. Besides, such a
visualisation of idealised images of a woman, ofeemrmother, for the purpose of
creating the national story is not unique. Thera gotion of Mother Russia, Mother
Ireland, Mother India in the respective countrigsd “La Patrie”, a figure of a woman
giving birth to a child was a symbol of the FreriRiwvolution (Yuval-Davis 1997: 45).
“Women are constituted as political subjects in tiegv nation, not only through the
practice of motherhood but also in and through ¢benplicated process of visual
identification with iconic representations of vietand nationalism” (Landes 2001:18
quoted in Kis eds Asztalos Morell; Carlback; HuRéistbéack 2005: 118).

However, what is particular for Ukraine and itsafioon on theBerehynianotion is
also the fact that it corresponds to the nationgthnso well. Thus, if we keep in mind
Brubaker’s idea that “heroic martyrdom” (which, lasave showed in the beginning of
the work, is especially urgent in Ukraine), is aridhe key elements of a nationalizing
state’s identity. Moreover, this is an element tisaised in order to build the national
myth, which eventually will affect the identity d¢fie nation, and the character of the
policies. To this extent, the concept Bérehyniais a quintessence of this “heroic
martyrdom” myth. Seriously, what else can be moeeoic and martyr-like than a
woman, selflessly dedicating all her time and eyedxy take care of her family, to
protect it from the possible misfortunes a life daning; and who transforms this
ultimate maternal care to the whole country, “nun’ the nation through “physical

and cultural reproduction”?

ConsequentlyBerehyniafulfils not only the part of a national model @nininity,
it is also an important part of the new nationaltimy taken from the archaic folklore
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culture and adapted to the needs of a modern natadfecting the process of formation
of the Ukrainian nation. It affects the charactesacial policies, the position of women
in the society and the gender equality in genéatl that by any means does not affect
only the lives of women. Social policies affect thees of the whole family; and the
lack of gender equality is nothing but the lacka&rance, destructive for the society.
To this extent, the significance of the concepBefehyniain the case of construction

of the new Ukrainian identity can be hardly overaated.

2.4 Women'’s organisations

What is highly important is the fact that, considgrthe wide acceptance of this
vision of “national femininity”, it had very impaht consequences both for gender
equality failing to take deep roots in the sociahd for the formation of the national
identity of the Ukrainian people as a whole. Tostektent, in a situation when the
notion of Berehynia first, underlined the essentialist paradigm afdgr roles; second,
spread the myth of high level of emancipation ofrditkian women; and third, made
women responsible for the “physical and culturgrogluction of the nation”, there
occurred a peculiar situation when even women’samsgtions advocated this
traditional division of the gender duties. As autesthe struggle for equal rights was
undermined from within (Kis eds. Asztalos Morellaihack; Hurd; Rastback 2005:
111).

Moreover, in the early 1990s, Ukrainian nationalnvem’s organisations tended to
sacrifice women'’s issues in the name of the ndtigitding. As Kis quotes some of the
women’s organisations’ constitutions, the Ukrainleomen, being members of the
organisations, have come together in order to ‘fdaune to the revival of the Ukrainian
nation and firmly establish it among the other fpe®ples in the world”, to “establish
the democratic ideal and national awareness instiogety, to preserve the territorial
integrity of Ukraine /.../ to contribute to patimteducation of future generations”, to
“struggle for the nation’s physical and spirituaVival, to build an independent Ukraine

as a national state”, and to “join in women’s atig for the consolidation and
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development of the Ukrainian nation-state” (Kis .efisztalos Morell; Carlback; Hurd;
Rastback 2005: 110).

Consequently, the goals of the Ukrainian women’ganisations are notably
different from the goals one may find in the EU wamis organisation’s programmes.
As for instance in Sweden women'’s organisationd@resed on promoting such issues
as gender equality at school and workplace, pdrédae, equal opportunities of men
and women (e.g. in politics), gender mainstreamprgvention of violence against
women and gender pay gap (Official Web Page of $wedGender equality in
Sweden”. 2010). If we have a look at Poland oncargagvhich, as it is noted in the
beginning of the thesis, is a considerably clogemtry to Ukraine than Sweden, both
historically and geopolitically, among the missionfsthe women’s organisations we
will also find such an article as advocating thghtifor a legal abortion (Polish

Federation for Women and Family Planning: Mission).

Thus, when the women’s organisations of some athantries take the trouble to
protect women’s rights and promote gender equalifyrainian organisations of that
kind set the goal to do something completely déifér Not only there is no place for
advocating women'’s rights, but by agitating andspading Ukrainian women to take
maternal care of the whole nation, there is notyr@rances left for the gender equality
to become a part of the society, as there is nondrewould have stood up for itOne
of the main reasons for this state of affairs is tact that women’s organisations in
Ukraine emerged in the late 1980s on the creshefnave ofPerestroika and at that
time nation-oriented programmes were a logical equence of the inspiring, often
romantic nationalist sentiments, which have swkptdociety. However, when Ukraine
has got its independence, as Pavlychko notes, gtteotically inclined women’s
organisations last their sense of mission”. Theeatest aspiration — independent
Ukraine — has become real. There was a chanceatsform their mission into

promoting gender equality and advocating womerjBts, or at least speak up there are

" That may look astonishing, but | could not findoimation of any “traditional” women’s organisation
in Ukraine, an organisation that would claim proimotof gender equality as their main aim. There are
some activists, how might say from time to time sthing in defence of women (like politician Iryna
Gerashchenko, whom | will quote in the final chaptbut that is never their main agenda, and tlzose
separate people, not women’s organisations.
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some changes needed on this account. Neverthbbtssaver happened (Pavlychko ed.
Buckley 1997: 229).

Interestingly, this crisis of relevant post-indegence political ideas reflects very
well Brubaker’'s note about the fact that once irhelence is achieved there is often a
shortage of concrete national goals for the furttearelopment. | assume this is also the
case with the women’s organisations of Ukraine.ti#¢ same time, when Ukraine
gained independence it was already when the nofi@erehyniawas very strong in the
society, and that notion dictated women to be esdfland nation-oriented. | would not
underestimate the power of impact of this notiorlémainian women. The tremendous
impact of the concept @derehyniaand its requirements to “genuine Ukrainian women”

will be vividly demonstrated in the discourse asaypart.

2.5 Mass consumption and the vision of modern Westefemininity in Ukraine

Despite the tremendous impact of the notioBefehyniaon the state of affair with
the gender issues in Ukraine, it was not the onlyely spread ideal of femininity.
Thus, in the early 1990s, with the opening of tharkat, the culture of mass
consumption and globalisation was introduced. Amamgny other new goods, the
luxury products have appeared. What is probablyenmaportant than the appearance of
the luxury goods (as very few could afford themjhis fact that together with them a
whole new industry of promoting them and a corresiing life style have emerged.
Those were in the first place women’s magazinesskping glamorous life style full
of expensive clothes, cosmetics, and strategiccaden how to get oneself a wealthy
man. Kis names this model of femininity “Barbie”,uah to the similarity with the
“beautiful expensive doll”. As oppose Berehynia the term “Barbie” for titling this
notion of femininity is not widely used in the Ukman public discourse (Kis eds.
Asztalos Morell; Carlbéck; Hurd; Rastback 2005:)11%vould note that these women,
believed to be a part of the new Western cultuoenat really have their proper name in
the society, but rather agreed characteristics,tlyn@sljectives describing physical

appearance (“pretty”,

chic”, “idle”, “fashionablg"sexually attractive”).
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Another aspect of thBarbie concept promotion is the new way of advertisirfgh-
of sexism. Thus the print and video adverts in paohelent Ukraine appear to use all the
techniques of sexist advertising: misusing genderestypes on gender roles in
household, professions, and gender behaviour ‘@pior “appropriate” for men or
women, objectification of (most often) women’s bp@xploiting women’s sexuality,
showing body to sell any kinds of products. In &ddi to showing women’s body to
sell for instance lingerie, one may observe it gwiere, especially when it comes to

the product meant for men, most typically alcohal aars. ipid: 118-125)

What is important is the fact that visual adventisiis especially influencing in
forming public’s opinion on what is normal. To tlegtent, as the Committee on Equal
Opportunities for Women and Men of the Parliamgntassembly of the Council of
Europe points out, sexist advertising is one of ¢hstacles for the gender equality
development. Furthermore, besides showing mostimevomodels in the adverts for
child’s care product and mainly men models whetoines to creating an image of a
successful career-oriented person, sexist advegtisgularly uses plots, which show
scornful and even humiliating ways of interactiatvieen sexes (with the victim most

often being a woman).

The disquieting thing here is that the impact ofisteadvertising does not even end
with “legitimising everyday sexism and discrimingto practices”, but through
promoting such passive aggressive or clearly aggesehaviour, making it look as
normal and natural sexist advertising supports gebdsed violence (Council of
Europe. Parliamentary Assembly. Committee on Eqygbortunities for Women and
Men. 26.05.2010Combating sexist stereotypes in the meBiac. 12267, p.2). Such a
practice is particularly dangerous in a society ighgovernment neglects and denies
discrimination against women and even women’s asgdion are not focused on

protecting women'’s rights.

To this extent, Kis claims that even though thecemts ofBerehyniaand Barbie
may look dissimilar and even mutualgxcluding, they share some very crucial
characteristics in common. Both of the notions vieemen from a very essentialist and
patriarchal point of view, concentrating on thetscsay “natural abilities” of women

directly concerned with the body: maternity Berehyniaand sexual attractiveness to
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men for Barbie Interestingly enough, these two models of fenmipinn Ukraine
correspond quite well to the two dominating imagkegomen in the nineteenth-century
Russian literature, those images, as Konstantinefesis Plessix Gray, imply following
aspects: on the one hand, the idealisation of thelhand ethic qualities of women,
with a conclusion that women are spiritually supeto men, and on the other hand,
negative image of women’s sensuality and theirlledtual ability (Plessix Gray 1989:
118 quoted in Konstantinova eds. Rai, Pilington Bhizacklea 1992: 204).

Peculiarly, even though there are some women, wildow satisfied with one or
another of these models of femininity, there atetaf other women, whose activities
and goals go beyond the quite narrowly limited omésBerehynia and Barbie
However, the women who successfully combine (oroskoonly some particular
elements) education, career, family life, politigalrticipation and active civil position
still fail to find a role model for them in Ukrain@bid. 128-129). | assume these
women, even though doubtlessly existing, badly l@&dognition from the state. As well
as the state neglects and denies the existencisarintination against women, it also
refuses to admit that “genuine Ukrainian women’rgfi@m being ideal housewives
may also be independent, active women. These wainenot fit in the essentialist
model of the national feminity. Interestingly enbugnlike other women, who are seen
to contribute to the nation-building by giving lbirto and taking care of children,
contribution of socially and/ or politically activgomen is not recognised by the state.
Moreover, as the discourse analysis will demorstrahese women are bluntly

condemned.

Kis points out that feminism only starts to findrs® response in Ukraine. | would
even suggest that taking into consideration theevéidceptance dBerehyniacentred
gender roles among women and the women’s orgammsatignore of women'’s issues
mentioned above, together with flat unwillingne$she women politicians — as few as
there are — to be associated with someone, ingerestdrawing attention to women’s
issues as we will see below, there is a strong rfsmiphobia. Anyone openly
announcing to be a feminist will meet an ardentdemnnation. Such a state of affairs
demonstrates very well how deeply antifeminist owdi of Berehyniaand Barbie are

rooted into the society.
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2.6 Addressing gender issues through family policse

Similarly to the model of femininity, family polies of the independent Ukraine
present a highly complex phenomenon, consisting aet of socio-political issues:
often idealised, and even, as it may look fromfitst, mutually exclusive. Besides, due
to the unpleasant economic conditions, the actaaily policies frequently differed
from the political ideals promoted in the politicalite’s rhetoric. However, | suggest
that in the case of Ukraine family policies refleetry well the situation with gender
issues during the period of nation building. Moregvthese developments define

vividly the nation building itself.

2.6.1 Neofamilialism and national identity. To begvith, during the 22 years of

Ukrainian independence there were different fanpibficies, some more successful,
some less. To this extent, quite typically for ghest-Soviet states, there appeared
certain nostalgia for the “traditional family” itné newly independent Ukraine. Unlike
many other former republics, there was an idealisediel of the Western family.
(Zhurzhenko eds. Kuehnast and Nechemias 2004: @8) itlis important to once again
turn to theBerehyniaconcept, which idealises traditional Ukrainian fignmodel.
Consequently, the main ideological basis of thacpes is idealised Western family

model and idealised model of traditional Ukrainfamily.

If Kis points out that women are responsible foe thational revival and
reproduction of the nation in Ukraine, then Zhurdteeclaims it is family that is seen to
be the stronghold of the national revival. No cadiction should be seen here. As
Yuval-Davis quoted above figured out the significarof images of “women” and
“family” for ethnic national identification, we mayotice that in contemporary Ukraine
throughout its independence the notion of “womemd &amily” are always connected.
Moreover, having a closer look at the Ukrainian ifgrpolicies, it is clear that women’s
issues are regularly viewed as a (small and legmoritant) part of family issues.
However, what are the most characterising featwfedJkrainian family policies,
different as they have been throughout the 22 ye&rsme scale of the research?
Simply speaking there is an interesting combinatibthe old practices remained from

the Soviet times, the idealised views on westeattmres, together with the idealised
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views on pre-Soviet Ukrainian national traditioasd the difficult economic situation

to spoil all the ideals.

2.6.2 Neofamilialism and economy. Neofamilialismsatiurse based on the

essentialisBerehyniaconcept has substantially influenced family pdi@nd general
situation with gender equality in Ukraine. Thuse toromoted neofamilialism idea of
women “should better go back home” and the takear &fom the Soviet past policy of
“protection of motherhood”, ended up with makingnaen’s labour less competitive in
the new market economy system, since there weraare socialist not yet democratic
mechanisms to protect women'’s rights. As for instatine approved by the Government
in 1996 Programme on the Disengagement of Women fralustries Connected with
Heavy Work and Harmful Conditions and on Limitatioh Women’s Work during
Nighttime did not decreased the number of womenkimgr under unfavourable
conditions but rather increased it. At the sameetithe Programme was often used by
the enterprises as an excuse for dismissal of wofdkarzhenko eds. Kuehnast and
Nechemias 2004: 36).

Pavlychko too points out that “women were the ficstose jobs in the stress of the
period of the transitions” and states bluntly ttiet “return home” rhetoric was used as
an effort to hide and vindicate discrimination abrigplace and high rates of
unemployment among women. She also claims thatigh level of unemployment
among women is characteristic of the situationast{Soviet countries” (Pavlychko ed.
Buckley 1997: 225). In spite of the strong unwiiness of the officials to recognise the
problem of gender-based discrimination at workplaseme respective data was
collected — sadly, that was done only as a resuhlieoforeign pressure (e.g. the Human

development report on Ukraine from the year 19%4ckvPavlychko uses in her work).

Similarly to the Ukrainian women’s organisationggietting to add struggle for
women’s rights to their aims, Ukrainian female polans — as few as there were — not
only did not add women'’s issue to their programnies, refused to admit there was
social and economic discrimination against wometh @ameed to change it. Moreover,
they tried to distance themselves from women’s d@sswand rather show they are
interested in “serious questions” (ibid.). Pavlyehirote about the state of affairs in the
year 1997, but Kis repeats the same in 2005 walkeng about Tymoshenko.
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Thus, Kis claims that according to Tymoshenko’s $tyle, she could be considered
a feminisf. Notwithstanding, Tymoshenko always objected toabsociated with any
kind of women’s movement. (Kis eds. Asztalos Mgrélrlback; Hurd; Rastback 2005:
115). A situation when women social activists armmen politicians try to do their best
not only to contribute to neglect the very exiseent gender inequality, but to met
even associatedith women’s problems at all is a very interestorge. | suggest it may
be explained both by the extremely low social peofif women (often reflected in
gender stereotypes and sexist rhetoric), and bytdta denial of these problems in
public and political debates. | will try to proveig point in the analysis of the political

elite’s speeches and interviews below.

® Yulia Tymoshenko’s feminism is a rather controiaropic. She is indeed an interesting role marfel
an independent and powerful woman with a very gtneersonality. Nevertheless, | would not agree her
life style is a feministic one, but quite the opip@sShe follows the rules of a patriarchal sociétyows

the “male rules” of the political scene and usestthrery well for her own political career. That Wbu
have been a great risk for a politician to raise thpic of gender equality in modern Ukraine.
Furthermore, she bluntly exploits her physical awpece and female sexuality — something that
feminism eagerly condemns (she for instance wasimgea miniskirt and jackboots on the meeting with
the ex-Head of the “Gazprom” Rem Vyakhirev). Tcsthktent, Tymoshenko’s unwillingness to stand up
for women'’s rights is a logical consequence ofr@rbeing a feminist, on the one hand, and knoweg
“male rules” of Ukrainian politics very well, ondgtother hand.

34



3. Methodology

The research will be carried out with the methodlistourse analysis as a tool to
empirically examine the relation of the processafion-building and gender issue in
the case of nationalising Ukraine. Speeches, im@s/ and the material of the press
conferences of the political leaders of Ukraind i analysed in order to find out their
perception of Ukrainian national idea, gender rofessition of women in the society
and concerns regarding promotion of gender equadihd how these components
interact with each other. To this extent, for adygberception of the analysis, it will be
divided into two sets: political elite’s statemepots Ukrainian idea and political elite’s
statements on gender roles. The set of politice glstatements on gender roles will be
also divided into two subsets: political elite’'s saages while greeting women on the
occasion of the International Women’s Day; and Ijnaolitical elite’s genderalised
remarks, e.g. referring Yulia Tymoshenko’s actesti The data will be collected from
the main Ukrainian media resources and official ggamental web pages. This will
allow to access the data in the most original, angled state, almost always in the

original language.

Consequently, the language and narrative styleth@fspeeches, interviews and
statements will be examined in order to analysey Boch topics as national idea and
gender roles are addressed in the Ukrainian soaretywhat is the dependence between
them. In order to provide a legitimate analysig $peeches, interviews and statements
of the most influencing and “lasting” political figes of independent Ukraine will be
collected for the research. That includes threesiBeats — Leonid Kuchma, Viktor
Yushchenko and Viktor Yanukovych — together witle tmost remarkable prime
ministers, members of cabinets and speakers obpaeht of the time of all the three
presidents’ being in office. That would allow tdiegte if the perceptions of national
idea and gender roles have changed during theamdeaf different cabinets have been

addressing them differently.
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3.1 Operationalisation

Empirical evaluation of the political speeches vad carried out with the help of
critical discourse analysis. The reason to cholseparticular technique is the fact that
it suits very well the needs of political text sfudAmong other advantages of this
technique of analysis for the case studied in lilesis | would like to point out the fact
that it is a way to examine the way the actors, sghgpeeches are analysed, see “the
world”. Discourse analysis takes into consideratiogir “worldview”, which they see
as “natural”, based on their experience of inteéngcin the framework of the particular
society (Johnstone 2008: 73). Nevertheless, siismuarse analysis may mean different
approaches, let us pay attention at what is comamwh what is specific for the

approach, which will be used in the analysis below.

To begin with, according to Gee, discourse analygisuses on the thread of
language (and related semiotic systems) used irsithation network. The situation

network is constructed with the help of six “builditasks”, which are the following:

1. semiotic building, that uses cues and clues ofldhguage in order to collect
meanings of semiotic systems of knowledge, whiah ratevant in the given

situation;

2. world building that uses cues and clues of thedagg to collect the meanings

of the “reality” of the studied case;

3. activity building that is using cues and clues fué tanguage to collect situated

meanings on what activities are going on;

4. socioculturally-situated identity and relationstbpilding, that uses cues and
clues to collect situated meanings on what idegtitand relationships are
relevant to the interaction, including their attiés, values, ways of feelings,

knowing, believing, acting and interacting;

5. political building that uses cues and clues to ararthe character of such social

goods as status and power;
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6. connecting building that uses cues and clues tongea how “the past and
future of an interaction [...] are connected to ginesent moment and to each
other” (Gee 1999: 85-86).

The reliability of the research is provided throubk use of a number of different
sources (official governmental web pages or ackedgéd media resources), all
available for public use, guaranteeing transparehtlye material being analysed. In
addition to that, the political actors, whose spescand statements are analysed, used
to occupy the highest positions in Ukrainian pcodifiand to this extent their impact on
the decision-making process and public opinioreiyy vmportant. Moreover, in order to
provide a better representation of the analysedl@neatic issues, the research
embraces a wide time scale, taking into considmratie periods of all three Ukrainian
Presidents being in office.

When using the method of discourse analysis, \glidiindeed not guaranteed by
stating that this empirical method is a way toeetflreality. According to Gee, validity
is based on four core elements: convergence, agrgegoverage, and linguistic detail.
Convergence is reached through trustworthineskeotiaita being analysed. Agreement
means being able to convince linguists and othafepsionals of discourse analysis that
the research analysis is valid. Coverage is acHiéyebeing able to connect different
elements of the data between each other and exdahenetogether reaching a smooth
analysis. Finally, linguistic detail is the abilityp interpret communicative details
effectively using social and linguistic theory améthods (Gee 1999: 95).

As regards to the one concrete approach of disecamalysis — critical discourse
analysis — which | am going to use in the thestspeding to Jargensen and Phillips, it
“provides theories and methods for the empiricaldgt of the relations between
discourse and social and cultural developmentsfiardnt social domains” (Jgrgensen

and Phillips 2002: 60). This method may be charessgé by five common features:

1. The character of social and cultural processesstmdtures is partly linguistic-
discoursive. This feature implies that discourgvactices are positioned as an
important form of social practice that affect thanstitution of the social world,

e.g. social identities and social relations.
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Discourse is both constitutive and constituted.sTigature is pointed out to
highlight that the discourse under scrutiny notyardnstitutes social world, but
is also constituted by other social practices. fig extent, critical discourse

analysis does not only shaping social structurésdflects them.

Language use should be empirically analysed witisirsocial context. Unlike
Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse theory and discurspsychology, critical
discourse analysis requires concrete, linguistitutd analysis of language that

is used in the social interaction.

Discourse functions ideologically. By this charaistiec element it is claimed
that in critical discourse analysis discoursivecfices contribute to the creation

and reproduction of unique power relations betwssamal groups.

. Critical research. Thus, unlike objective socialesces, critical discourse
analysis does not aim at being politically neutkalt rather at being a critical
approach, “which is politically committed to sociehange (Jgrgensen and
Phillips 2002: 62-64)".
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4. Critical Discourse Analysis
4.1 National idea and building of Ukrainian nation

Thus let us pay attention at the visions on theakan national idea the political
elite was promoting in their speeches, interviegeyernmental documents, etc. To
begin with, ex-president Leonid Kuchma has oncd #zat there is no national idea in
Ukraine (Tymoshenko 2007). His position was wélistrated at the presentation of his
book “Ukraine is not Russia” (ironically, the bowkas originally written in Russian),

when then-president has stated:

“Russian nation was created long ago by its owridms and there is no
danger that it will cease to be Russian. As fofWisrainians], there is a
task on our agenda [...]: to create a Ukrainian.€fa is a danger not to
come back to one’s Ukrainianness for millions af thkrainian citizens”.
(Kuchma 2003b)

This technique of opposing Ukraine to Russia widking about the unique
Ukrainian path, expressed in the title of the beclJkraine is not Russia” — is a very
revealing both for the points of view expressedhi& piece and for the general public
opinions on Ukrainian national idea. Thereby, thkrdihian national idea or “the
Ukrainianness” is hardly ever couched in clear gerbut it is almost always opposed to
“the Russianness”. To put this another way, theran obvious difficulty not even to
reach a wider public consent on whether this ortioéion of national idea is “the right
one” or at least accepted by some substantialgbdhte society, but even to pronounce

any concrete concept of national idea.

In August 2004, celebrating Ukraine’s ™3Anniversary of Independence,
Kuchma gave a very interesting speech, where heeshais understanding of the
struggle of nation building Ukraine is going thréwigvhat makes this speech even more
noteworthy is the fact that it was the™gear for Kuchma as President — longer than
any other Ukrainian president has served. It was tile same year, when in November
the Orange Revolution has begun. Thus, Kuchma slaihe first 13 years of
independence were not easy, but very significantthe formation of the Ukrainian

nation:
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“First of all, it was necessary to transform theopince of a collapsed
“empire” to the status of a sovereign state. Thes&ans, Bulgarians,
Romanians did not have this problem. [...] We dad have the level of
national identity of Lithuania or Estonia — and [vave] survived famirle

that broke the backbone of the Ukrainian nation] it was necessary to
transform the fifty million fragment of so-calle@6viet people” to the level
of a self-sufficient political nation. Russians,tdsans, Poles and East
Germans had no such problem. Furthermore, thereaislly anywhere in

Europe and even in the world a nation, which hadotgeercome the

disastrous effects of 300 years of statelessndsshvior centuries has been
divided between the empiregKuchma 2004)

Moreover, Kuchma notes that the very way Ukraintaioled independence did a
serious disservice to the newly emerged state:

“The sad truth is that the emergence of a new statéhe political map was
not the result of a long struggle for independente¢he political elite, in
which a specific strategy and tactics of buildingimdependent Ukraine
could have been developed. Communist homenklatdrigh was the sole
heir to power, was not prepared to such a funchenause the formation of
sovereign Ukraine was for it as unexpected as it i@ its Kremlin
masters”.(ibid.)

The ex-President goes on paying attention at theness of the Ukrainian state
and nation, claiming there are corresponding diffies, which need to be tolerated and

overcome:

“In our patriotic circles we hear all the time abbthe deep traditions of the
Ukrainian state, with the reference to the covebgydlegends times of the
princes or hetmans. But even affecting national halggy cannot be
attached to a particular everyday case. [...] Todageneration lacks
awareness that we live in a country, which did egist yesterday, and
which needs to be improved — namely as a staté 8uareness, on the one
hand, helps to understand the shortcomings of thieent state authority,
and on the other, to feel as a part of the statdmg”. (ibid.)

Finally, despite the fact that Kuchma is often esgnted as a “pro-Russian”

politician, he states the Ukrainian national idedadows:

“Europeanization has already become our natiormkda”. (ibid.)

In 2006, two years after Kuchma, then-presidentdfi ushchenko in his speech

on the occasion of the $5anniversary of Independence of Ukraine, repeated h

® Kuchma is talking about the famine of the 19312,9Bighly controversial topic, which in 2006
Ukrainian Parliament pronounced as the genocideeoUkrainian nation.
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predecessor’'s concern — though in a considerablye noptimistic way, as it was
inherent in Yushchenko’s speeches — regardingttheigyent process of formation of

the Ukrainian nation:

“During fifteen years of independence we have ledrmo be a people, a
state, and now we are collecting knowledge in otdebecome a nation”.
(Yushchenko 2006)

Yushchenko was also one of the most devoted prosotehe another attempt to
find the Ukrainian path — besides opposing it ts$a — by linking it to Europe in
particular and the West in general. Speaking abmifprogress reached at the time of
his team being in office, Yushchenko names also:

“[...] definition and preservation of the course &uropean and Euro-
Atlantic integration. We deliberately did the exastrategic European
choice that most closely corresponds to the essehoational interests of
Ukraine”. (ibid.)

A year later, in August 2007 Yulia Tymoshenko drew attention to the necessity

of finding new national idea and highlights the tab$e nature of the existing state of
affairs:

“Ukraine is a tabula rasa in the modern world. WHads been before is
destroyed and the new one was never buyitymoshenko: 2007)

This is a very crucial claim — it corresponds fulbywhat we have studied before.
This situation of the terminated Soviet legacy #malfuture path not chosen yet is one
of the most characteristic features of the Ukrainplitics. What makes the picture
even more peculiar is the fact that as the new wanot there yet, the old way is still
often used. We will see that below when analysihegpoliticians’ statements on gender

roles.

Tymoshenko too, as many of her colleagues, higtdigiat Ukrainians need to

become a unite nation:

“Belonging to unite country, to one nation (I say,the civic sense of the
word)”. (ibid.)

% Tymoshenko became a Prime Minister fro the sedond three months after the publishing of the
article, in December 2007; she did not hold anc@fipost at the time of the article being publiditzie
to the dissolution of the Parliament, where she avaeember from May 25 2006 till June 14 2007.
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As many others Ukrainian politicians, Tymoshenkasuse that the emergence of
the national idea will bring a brighter future:

“New national idea of the country will forever dége our people of an
inferiority complex, inferiority syndrome, dissowta, helplessness, and
exceed the limit of ambitious national aspirationgbid.)

What is noteworthy is the fact that though beingady at a loss for finding
concrete words for proposing the national idea, dsinenko’s statement quoted above
on what should be overcome in the Ukrainian socgtes a profound overview of
what is happening in the society. The “inferiorépmplex, inferiority syndrome,
dissociation, helplessness”, which Tymoshenkollgrig about characterises very well
the complicated process of nation building aggedaby the difficult economic
situation. Consequently, even though no particotaposal was named — not talking of
concrete agenda — Tymoshenko’s words contributa teetter understanding of the,
paraphrasing ex-President Kuchma, state of affaitts the project of the construction

of the Ukrainian nation.

Further on, still lacking concreteness while tatkon national idea, Tymoshenko

again uses rather general terms:

“This new Ukrainian national idea should be the staction of a better,
optimal system of social organization that will gjigach person a sense of
justice, harmony, security and openness of all rdbt@ opportunities”.

(ibid.)

The same year, then-president Yushchenko goesgiidiiting the importance
of maintaining the European orientation in politiaad of achieving unity among
people:

“[...] the national idea is the vision of the st&enational choice: it is the

one official language; and avoiding double standaid politics, history,
culture and language”(Yushchenko 2007b)

Among the other Ukrainian politicians Yushchenkeas the most about the
national idea. To this extent, when reaching méssety to inventing any particular
slogan for that he comes back to what was alreadiytsy Kuchma in 2004:

“A European state is the national ide&(ibid.)
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Thus, the technique of explaining the Ukrainiann@gseparating Ukraine from
Russia and linking it to Europe pointed out abogedmes Yushchenko’s perception of
the national ide@er se Besides, as Tymoshenko above, he highlightsrézathing the
unity among the nation is highly significant. InsHiMessage of the President to the
Parliament of Ukraine on the situation with intdraad external affairs of Ukraine”

Yushchenko states:

“[...] the essence of the national idea is the rkaliof the Ukrainian nation
as a single and vital organism, which embraces ddllour people, all
citizens of Ukraine regardless of the views, origimd faith”. (Yushchenko
2008b)

Now we reach to analysing Yanukovych's speeches fifight seem a slightly
more difficult task due to a rather peculiar choideolloquial words, often including
slang, and regular slips of the tonjuesides, since Yanukovych was in office shorter

than his predecessors quoted above — three yelgrs trere is also less material.

Thus, at a meeting on socio-economic developmetiteofvano-Frankivsk region

Yanukovych has stated the Ukrainian national idegally as follows:

“The national idea is to love your family, the €athe land, to work, and
not to wag one’s tongue(Yanukovych 2010d)

A year later, the Advisor to the President, Headhef Department of humanities
and social and political issues of the PresideAtministration, Ganna German states
that Yanukovych pronounced the new national idedJkfaine and it is European
integration. German refers to Yanukovych’'s speecPACE in June 2011. German
claims that after two decades of searching, thaonRéanukovych the national idea is

now found. (German 2011)

Holding a speech on the occasion of th& 2Mniversary of independence of

Ukraine, Yanukovych sums up the first two decadethe Ukrainian state. He partly

1 yanukovych’s speeches might be considered phenalniena certain way. He regularly mistakes
pronunciation and meaning of the words, especialign it comes to the words of foreign origin. Har, f
instance, once called the citizens of Lviv citye'thest genocide of the country”, confusing “genetid
with “gene pool” benotsidandhenofondin Ukrainian) (Yanukovych 2010a). There is now reeterm
“yanukism” in contemporary Ukrainian language tdigate gross linguistic howlers of the politiciaAs.
entertaining as it may seem, it is also very hardhibose adequate material to analyse in the thesis
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overlaps with Tymoshenko’s concern quoted above itiferiority complex the
Ukrainians suffer from. Unlike Tymoshenko, Yanukokyis more optimistic:

“During the years of independence, we have overcoamplex formed for
centuries — an inferiority complex. No less impottéoday is to overcome
common apathy in the societyYanukovych 2011b)

Like many other politicians Yanukovych highlighteet initial and inherent
Europeanness of Ukrainian culture, and defines ggao integration as a decided aim
of the further development of the sates. It is alsteworthy that he is talking about
spirituality, another often mentioned topic amorge tUkrainian politicians while
talking about the culture and the special Ukrairpath (I will pay more attention at that

below when scrutinising political elite’s opiniona gender roles):

“We must finally realize that the real foundationf our twentieth

anniversary [comes from] a century of experiencesgarch for and
development of the statehood, spirituality andwelt [We] [a]lso have to
remember that our history has always been inexticdinked with the
formation of European civilization. [...] Today hyg with confidence: in
Ukraine there is a wide consensus on what countey ake creating

together. This is a modern, democratic, jural, htghh advanced state,
which is an integral part of European civilizatioithis goal unites all
Ukrainians, regardless of their political prioriteeor faith”. (Yanukovych

2011)

To this extent, Yanukovych also repeats the opirandiversity of the society
(political and religious ones, while ignoring thaduistic and/ or ethnic issue), but is
again more optimistic in his appraisal. Further, danukovych had no mercy

evaluating the consequences of the Orange Revolutitiated by his political rivals:

“After the [O]range events of 2004 we actually sued 5 lost years of the
state life. Ukrainian politics has been turned imto endless talk show. [...]
Let me remind you also that the country experiereddrced experiment
with a ridiculous reform of the political system danunjustified

extraordinary parliamentary elections in 2007. Adogical consequence,
shaken tattered country was not ready for the emajes of the global
economic crisis, [and] was among the leaders of @benomic downturn.
[...] After the presidential election of 2010, werrected the situation”.

(Yanukovych 2011)

While mostly praising the work of his team in officYanukovych speaks up the

critical problem of corruption and also mentionswhaorruption ends up in the
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incompleteness of reforms, visible in so many aspet political, economical and
social aspects of the state:

“The unfinished reforms are the main factor of sbcdistress and
instability in the country. [...] corrupted systeof power destroys any
reform. | admit that in the current government tleeel of corruption
remains critically high”.(Yanukovych 2011)

Breaking now chronological sequence that | havenkedowing until now, |
would like to end this part of the chapter turnlveck once again to one of Kuchma'’s
speeches. Thereby, on August 23 2001, celebratiagl® years anniversary of the
Ukrainian independence, while unveiling the Monuimeh Independence, President
Kuchma has stated that the monument “symbolizesBérehyniaof the Ukrainian
nation”, which is “the essence of our national idgés eds. Pushkaryova 2003). If in
other speeches Kuchma and those who succeededthen lack words for stating the
national idea, or simply oppose it to Russia dk lirto Europe, this particular statement
is probably the one that actually states Ukraimes way. That brings us back to what
we have learned above, when studying the missianemoare believed to fulfil in the
process of nation building through giving birth ¢hildren, bringing them up in the
framework of the ethnic traditions, and thus presgr the nation both physically and
culturally, setting cultural and ethnic limits segiing it from other cultures and ethnics,
thus proclaiming the integrity of the nation. Ukriain Berehynia a selfless woman-
mother, wise and caring, concentrated on family, p@&rforming this maternal role not
only to her own children but to the nation, is aquely precise incarnation of this
theory. And it appears to be the most widely acpthe most deeply rooted Ukrainian

national idea.

4.2 Gender and family issues

4.2.1 The International Women’s Day speeches. THuabove we read that

Ukrainian politicians talk about the necessity lo¢ thation to unite and to follow the
European integration, when it comes to gender sseme may find that the attitude to
this particular topic lacks contemporary Europeaunch. Moreover, despite the unity

talks, gender issues are still used to divide abeéllthe citizens. Let us start this part of
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analysis with a very peculiar sort of speeches:gcatnlations on the International
Women’s Day on the"8of March'®. Let us again start in chronological order, angsth
with Kuchma’s statements. To begin with, in 199%cKma congratulated Ukrainian

women with the Women’s Day in the following way:

“This is a day of male solidarity, the day of o@pentance, deep respect and
boundless gratitude to you — our dearest, the feattiful, the wisest and the most
gentle”. (Kuchma 1999).

The same year, then-Speaker of Parliament OleksBEkatthenko has addressed
women on that day: “Woman-Mother, Woman-Wife, adbgmia of our family” (Kis
eds. Asztalos Morell; Carlback; Hurd; Rastback 2002).

In 2003 Kuchma'’s presidential greeting stated:

“..] The 8™ of March — the wonderful holiday that symbolizée t
incredible moment of awakening nature. And [..ch IEonvinced [that] our

greatest happiness, our greatest joy and our biggescern — it is you [the

women]. Woman-mother, woman-Berehynia, woman-friengu are the

ones, without whom our nation could not take igghtiul place in the world,

without whom we could not have become the natiahtha people. We,
men, love you. Giving you flowers and heartfelt dgprwe strive to make
you feel happy and [let you] know how much we agpte you. It is you,

your powerful energy, power and responsibility, ethvivify our lives with

bright colours. And it is your care, your resporsiposition in life — as well

as everyday homework — this is the key to our aements, peace and
stability, the spiritual rebirth of our country [].Kowtow to you and sincere
gratitude for the maternal wisdom, for your dediocatand understanding,
for your tenderness and sensitivity. Let your hoosdull of love and joy.

May you always have spring in your heart®uchma 2003a)

What is particularly interesting in this speechitbes the general and annually
repeated epithets on women’s tenderness and besattg admission of that women
only inspire men (with their tenderness, care anfilrhent of everyday housework) to
great achievements. Even though women are agaitiomesl as those responsible for
the “spiritual rebirth of the country”, the achiewents are supposed to be done solely

by men, while women are placed in the positionaxgive supporters.

121n Ukraine, as in many other post-Soviet countriee &' of March has nothing to do with the fight for
women'’s rights and gender equality. On the contridnig occasion is often used in order to emphahise
importance of traditional gender roles and streagthender stereotypes.
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One should not, by any case, be mistaken that sanderstanding of women’s
role and participation in the society comes onlgnfrthe men politicians. Yulia
Tymoshenko, as we know from the previous chaptethethesis, is one of the most
striking promoters of these patriarchal views. Gouently, there is little surprise that it

2006 she greets women as follows:

“My dear women! Dear mothers, grandmothers and daecs! |
congratulate you with the first spring holiday [gdntlis fair that this is the
Women’s Day. Today it is still cold outside [..gut the spring will win
anyway! Kindness, love and justice will wir{Tymoshenko 2006)

Remarkably, while addressing women Tymoshenko seesral terms: “mothers,
grandmothers and daughters”. However, all of thedicate women’s position in the
family. No word on women also being citizens, pssfenals, activists is said, like these
roles do not exist for the women. The Ukrainianitmoans, including Tymoshenko,

repeatedly lock women in the frames of the family.

The same year, political party “Our Ukraifiéhas published another essentialist

compliment:

“Dear women! “Our Ukraine” congratulates you on thiternational
Women’s Day [and] wishes you passionate love, atterand warmth by
your darlings, harmony and prosperity in your homjesd fulfilment] of
your secret desires. [We are] particularly pleasedwelcome you on the
cusp of spring, when nature awakens from hibermatitour presence, care
and attention always inspire men to live and wdaikeé thank you for being
with us, for being the Berehynias of our homes,wbiat you share joy,
comfort, love, stay faithful, and take care abohe tchildren”. (“Our
Ukraine” 2006)

Here again we read about women being the souraespiration for their work.
All the wishes are about prosperous home and ssitddsve life; all the cherished
qualities of women are those of an ideal housevpiéssive in all the other aspects of

life and obedient to her man.

A year later, in 2007, then-President Yushchenlesg@nts a different point of
view, paying credits at the initial purpose of théernational Women’s Day and even

driving attention to the difficult situation withegder equality in the country:

13 “Our Ukraine” (“Nasha Ukraying) is a political party, where Viktor Yushchenkoedasto be an
honourable leader during the years of 2005-2013.
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“This day is celebrated all over the world. Theamational community
[and] free media attract public attention to theoptem of inequality
between women and men. March 8 is the officialdagliof the United
Nations, and the European Union declared 2007 thearYof Equal
Opportunities”. (Yushchenko 2007a)

Despite this breakthrough start, Yushchenko, howewymes on with the
traditional compliments, consolidating yet once iagténe Berehynias role of the

Ukrainian women, and the passive part of beinguacgoof men’s inspiration:

“The most valuable things in our lives are conndcteith women. [...]
[They are] a source of inspiration and optimisrmderness and love, the
Berehynias of each of our homes and the whole Wiemiland”. (ibid.)

In 2008 Yushchenko goes back to mentioning onlyilfamositions among
women'’s roles, and to highlighting that men are tmes responsible for actions —
which they, of course, dedicate to women, whouimmtshare love and caress.

“In my heart there are the tenderest feelings fouyMillions of Ukrainian
men are charmed by you, devoted to you and gratefubu for your love.
[...] All that we do — we do for you. This Day aMdther’'s Day in May, and
probably our every best day, are dedicate to y@ve] love you, respect you
and thank you — our mothers, our wives, girlfrieradsl loved ones, our
daughters — all the important women in our liveéfushchenko 2008a)

Another very significant and traditionally includegpect of the political elite’s
greetings on the International Women’s Day is nmmitig that this day symbolises the
beginning of spring, which is the revival of theura, and comparing that to the role of
Ukrainian women in the process of nation buildifgotigh providing cultural and
physical revival of the nation. Moreover, compariagmen to spring, such epithets as
“beautiful” and “tender” are repeatedly used. Tended beautiful women are thus
supposed to guard the homes and the whole couakyg, care of their children and
husbands, do the housework and not even think adtantling up for their rights and

equality.

The following year théBerehyniaattributes of feminity are proclaimed anew by

then-President Yushchenko:

“Dear Ukrainian women, you are amazing. [... ] Lifereviving. Life is beautiful.
And you are our life. | heartily congratulate yom ¢the holiday that sets the
beginning of the spring . [...] We thank you foe tlove, for the feeling, which
protect all of us — your men. You are wonderful aedinitely wiser. You kindly
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know that nobody will never love you more and sgdily than we do. [I] wish you
well and any desired success — that kind of sucttedsyou deserve. Spring is
coming. Life is reviving. Life smiles. Both todagd on the future Mother’s Day
in May, and every day — easy and pleasant to tellthat we love you and believe
in your reciprocity”. (Tymoshenko and Yushchenko 2009)

Then-Prime Minister Tymoshenko adds also some riesbée nuances to the
greetings:
“Ukrainian women are the most beautiful and theostyest in the world,
and therefore they will cope with honour and digmitith all the difficulties
in life. Today in the country, to be honest, I§enbt better. | know all that.
That is why this holiday is so important for usagd- each smile, every
kind and warm look, every word spoken from thedmotof the heart, every
act done with love. The Eighth of March is the ddaen our dear men cook
us their lovely breakfasts, give flowers and gifisd this is the attention we
really need. It inspires us, gives new powers #ratso necessary, because
today the big responsibility for warmth and comfortthe house is on us.
Congratulations, dear ones [...]. [l wish you] &pg, hope, and the best

expectations! Let all your dreams come true! Belime, everything will be
fine!” (Tymoshenko and Yushchenko 2009)

Interestingly, Tymoshenko mentions the unique gfiteiof the Ukrainian women
(an aspect very characteristic for tlBerehynia notion) that helps them to bear
everything on the one hand, and on the other hdra \gishes women hope,
expectations and promises them that everything belwell. One would wonder why
those who have the unique strength would wait fonebody else to put “everything”
to rights. Apparently that unique strength is siggabto be directed at keeping the
house clean and a man content, using that unigelegsh in order to improve woman’s
own life is not forseen. Furthermore, Tymoshenksh&s women the fulfilment of their
dreams, as her colleagues above too wish themadfit of women’s secret desires.
Nobody talks about wishing strength to achieve rédsgoals. What is noteworthy is
that in all the speeches, the only strategy mewaotder to fulfil the dreams and desires
is to wait until it is fulfilled by others: politians, husbands, anyone else, but not a

woman herself. That again highlights the passiaadter of the role meant for women.

When Yanukovych holds the President’'s post, nothieglly changes in his

greetings to women in March 2010:

“We love you. We are fascinated by you, dear workém.respect you for
your patience, wisdom, faithfulness; for what iurybeart is love. We all
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are in debt to you, dear woman. The state owns Boti.we will fix this
situation. | wish you wisdom, health, joy, happseasd realization of all
your dreams”.(Yanukovych 2010c)

In 2011 Yanukovych locks women to the private donadithe family anew:

“I wish you a sunny spring; | wish you a clear skyndness, happiness,
love and tender, successful days. Let all turnveeit. Let your smile bring

joy to your loved ones, friends, colleagues. Lairychildren be healthy,

and your house prosperous. Let our dear Ukrainsteer you. And let you
[exist] — for Ukraine”. (Yanukovych 2011)

In 2012 women’s tenderness and faithfulness arenagaphasised, though this

time their civil and economic contribution is als@ntioned:

“You are the embodiment of love, faithfulness, &endss, maternal
warmth, and your prudence and wisdom is the kgyetwe and harmony in
the society. | express my sincere respect andtgdatito every Ukrainian
woman for the daily care of the family, an activavil] position, [and]
contribute to the socio-economic development of ozountry”.
(Yanukovych 2012)

A year later, again, family is the only women’s domYanukovych mentions.
Furthermore, Yanukovych implies women’s passivitg ancapability to manage their
lives as he wishes them to have a strong and aapabh next to them in order to

support them and apparently make their lives hetter

“l wish you peace, rest; health and happiness to gad your families. [Let
there] always be a reliable shoulder next to yoattwill serve as a true
support in life. Please accept my deep respectgratitude”. (Yanukovych

and Azarov 2013)

Then-Prime Minister Mykola Azarov goes on:

“March 8 is another great opportunity to thank yfar the life you give, for
the beauty and endless wisdom. Your contributiothéestablishment of
our state deserves the highest appreciatioffanukovych and Azarov
2013)

This quote of Azarov is a very remarkable one ideorto sum up the political
elite’s messages while greeting women on the oconasi the International Women'’s
Day. Thus, Presidents and Prime-Ministers emphas@een’s physical appearances
(“beautiful”, “charming”, “amazing”), maternal quaés (“tender”, “caring”,

“embodiment of love”), the role of a housewife Kitag care of the children” doing
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“everyday housework”), fulfillingBerehynias part (using the unique and extraordinary
strength to guard homes and the whole country gokaithful and wiser than men), and
the passive way of women'’s roles, with their wishesng fulfilled by others, and a

need of a “reliable shoulder” next to them in orttego through life.

Moreover, as the last quotation of Azarov indicateg state acknowledges the
contribution of women to the state building, busthccepted contribution is solely the
ability to give birth to children (“the life you g&”), and to inspire men to implement
the great achievements. The only scope of actthigy the Ukrainian politicians mean
for women is family — thereby we come back to thkysical and cultural reproduction
of the nation” being promoted and accepted as wanteghest mission. All the names,
with which women are addressed in these statemdefie women’s position in the
family: “mothers”, “wives”, “daughters”, “sisters’and finally ‘Berehynias — the
special title for women, which extends her materhdles from her family only to the
whole Ukrainian nation. Women are not supposedctdoayond the framework of the
family duties; they only inspire men for the gregberformances and wait until men

make everything fine.

4.2.2 Gender roles and the position of women insihaety. In the final part of

this chapter, let us now throw light on how gendeles, e.g. the significance of
women’s contribution to politics and nation builgiare placed when the political elite
is not offering compliments on a holiday once arydait how these aspects are
presented on the ferial days. It will consist afuanber of different related statements,
but a special place will be given to politiciangtements regarding Yulia Tymoshenko,
as she is the most publicly visible, and is the tmmswerful woman of Ukrairfé.

Furthermore, | will only pay attention at thosetstaents about Tymoshenko, in which

the speakers vouch their positions by mentioningndshenko’s gender.

4 Forbes magazine has ranked Tymoshenko as the mtthkee” among the 100 most powerful women
in the world in 2005. (Forbes 2005) Also, Tymostemias been placed number one among the most
powerful women of Ukraine in the chart, organisgdukrainian Focus magazine from 2006-2013 — all
the years, when the magazine has made the surVbgseditors suggest the most powerful Ukrainian
men to choose 100 among 116 publicly known Ukrainlomen (the spheres of politics, business,
science sport, show business, media are repre3emmedrank their positions from 1 to 100. (Focus
magazine 2013)

51



Thus, when after the first round of the 2010 presitl elections Yanukovych
and Tymoshenko were two most successful candidatesthe two had to compete in
the second round, Tymoshenko offered Yanukovychatze Television debates before
the final voting. If Yanukovych had agreed, he wbuliave let Tymoshenko, a
charismatic speaker, to shine next to him, and @olb&ve looked even more
linguistically clumsy than usually in comparisonthvher. Yanukovych answer was as
follow:

“All that she [Tymoshenko] had to say these daysrahe first round —
everyone knows that she is in despair. She seégstig has already lost
the elections, [and that is why she] invites mgoia her to compete with
her in mud, in lies. They say to me it is in vairatgue with a woman — it is
not right, 1 do not agree. | think that, first ofi,ashe is the Prime Minister
and [thus she] should be responsible for every weh# says]. But if she is
a woman — she must go to the kitchen and show emswvthere”.
(Yanukovych 2010a)

This was said just a month before his speech aPtbsident on the occasion of
the International Women’s Day, when Yanukovych iied women of the respect he,
and other Ukrainian men, are full of towards theida, for their “patience, wisdom,
faithfulness”. Apparently, the respect is only dadis long as women do not leave the
kitchen. Moreover, the three above mentioned reasomespect women are also very
specific, and not only there is no qualities ofo@d speaker among them, but not even
gentlest hint on intellectual abilities being also reason to respect women.
Consequently, there is little surprise in thesenttjurude and chauvinistic remarks. As a
matter of fact, Yanukovych is far from being thelyolone to make no bones of
expressing his anger and outrage by the very fattTymoshenko, so to say, has left
the kitchen.

In February 2010, after the second tour of thetieles was held (but before the
official results were declaréd, Kuchma gave an interview, where he express his
delight of the fact that “his team” is coming backthe office. When asked about his
relations with Yushchenko and Tymoshenko, he shiat the “has no personal
problems” with Yushchenko. However, as regardsyimdshenko he stated:

!> The second round of the presidential elections lvedg on February 7 2010. The official results were
declared on February 14, with Yanukovych winningro¥ymoshenko with the advantage of 3%. The
quoted Kuchma'’s interview was given on February 8.
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“Oh, if only this woman behaved like a woman, netv@suvius! When she
speaks, her mouth always looks like cratéRuchma 2010)

Three aspects are quite indicative in this messagdy, Kuchma has no claims
to Yushchenko, who has been the leader of the dgmpaat has put Kuchma out of the
office ahead of schedule, but to Tymoshenko, wisorttd even been the Prime Minister
for the whole period of Yushchenko being the Pmsid Secondly, Kuchma, as
Yanukovych earlier did, tries to discredit Tymoskes way of giving speeches —
something, in what she is especially strong andntat. Thirdly, the biggest blame
Kuchma imputes to Tymoshenko is that she is noawely “like a woman”. Behaving
like a woman, as we know from the Kuchma’s and mottepresentatives of the
Ukrainian political elite statements analysed abowsuld mean being “wise”,
“faithful”, “caring” and apparently “quiet”, sincéymoshenko’s oratorical gifts clearly

irritate her male colleagues.

Moreover, Iryna Gerashchernfdoo suggests that through sharing their opinions
on Tymoshenko, male politicians show their realitte to women. Thus,
Gerashchenko points out that when in 2010 Dmytrdbachnik, then-Minister of
Education, has stated during a press conferenctelyimoshenko has come to politics
with the help of her intimate relations with thewmsful men of the previous
governments and business (“sprang from the Lazargrled or Vyakhirev's rumpus
room” (Tabachnik 2010)), Tabachnik has said outdldhe general opinion of the
Ukrainian male politicians about their women caojjeas. Consequently, as
Gerashchenko claims, in Ukraine it is thought, asodymyr Lytvyn (Speaker of the
Ukrainian Parliament in 2002-2006 and 2008-2012) dwace expressed his opinion, a
woman is publically active only if she has problemspersonal life and “she has
nothing else to do”. In case her personal lifane fand she is still publically active, it is
explained by the fact that her man has settledaal gmsition for her (Gerashchenko:
2010).

This is a rather characterising attitude. Poliaesl any kind of civil activism is
seen to be so much not a business of women thatatfeebelieved to enter this field

% |ryna Gerashchenko is a member of UDAR, Vitaliyétiko’s political party.
" pavlo Lazarenko used to be an influential busimessand politician in the 1990s, who also served as
Prime Minister of Ukraine in 1996-1997.
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only if all the other options, which are seen astibtter ones for women, are closed for
them. As the option of being publically active ispposed to be available only if a
woman'’s personal life is unexciting, it is easysta@ygest that those better options are
apparently the roles of a wife and a mother, witk tole of a housewife being a
pinnacle of the desires. The belief that a womah wihappy personal life is publically
active thanks to her man “appointing” her to amaative position illustrates very well
the notion of women being unable to make themselaessuccessful career
independently, and needing to have a powerful ns@araonly opportunity to get a

promotion.

Such a vision of politics being simply inherentlyta suitable place for women is
stated bluntly by the ex-Prime Minister Mykola Aaar While answering the criticism
that in his first government, formed in Februaryi@0among the 29 newly appointed

ministers there were no women at all, Azarov fohissposition in the following way:

“Some say that our government is [too] large, othgsay] that there are no
women in the government, no one to look at duringheeting of the
Cabinet. [Only] the most boring [male] faces. Wk the respect to women
— it is not women'’s business to carry out the nefgi. (Azarov 2010)

According to Azarov, the new government will cons$ the people, who “can
work 16 hours a day, seven days a week; who canregponsibility and are not afraid
to say “no” to the higher-ups”. In the scope of thesis this is indeed a significant
statement. Thereby the Prime Minister gives theatdiaristics needed in order to be a
member of the government: an ability to work hdréing able to take responsibility,
having the nerve to disagree with one’s bosssht aldicated clearly that women do not
suit to do this job, apparently due to the fact thay lack these important qualities and
abilities. However, Azarov mentions above that siritbere are no women in the
government, there is “no one to look at”. Consetjyeaccording to Azarov, this is the
only task a woman qualifies for in the governménte looked at.

Further on, when Tymoshenko was accused of murtiéfewgen Shcherbdf

Kuchma has shared an interesting opinion regarti@gituation:

'8 Yevhen Shcherban was a Ukrainian politician angaoth. He was killed in 1996, and the murder has
provoked a wide public resonance. In 2011, whileeady being in prison for the gas case-2009,
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“We may talk about anything, but we have no grouttdspen a criminal
case against Tymoshenko. [...] | just feel pityHer, first of all, as a woman
— she is charming, beautiful. | think the lust fmwer has led her to the
situation, in which she has found herself todaydaloshe is accused of all
sins, including the murder of Shcherbaf®uchma 2013)

That too indicates a very remarkable way of thigkifo this extent, a politician
is accused of murder. According to what Kuchma ksothis accusation is fake.
However that may be, Kuchma is not concerned vhighjaidiciary system failing to be
independent from politics, or by the fact that thest significant political rival of the
acting President has gone to jail due to rathestipmable charges. Kuchma is concern
that a charming and beautiful lady is in jail. Tieason of her being in jail is not the
corruptive judiciary system but rather her own tlusr power”. Consequently,
summing up the Ukrainian men politicians’ above tg@dostatements on gender roles
and women’s position in the society, we may coneltistht following their way of
thinking, has Tymoshenko been behaving “like a wdmavithout messing into
politics, which is “not women’s business”, she wbbhlve not been in jail. Most likely

she would have been perfectly safe in the kitchen.

However, moving further from the particular case Tofmoshenko, there is
another important issue that deserves to be mettiohhus, in 2012 the Ministry of
Health Care of Ukraine has published some dataequmy many Ukrainian newspapers
and channels with a catchy title: “Every Ukrainiastoman must give birth to four
children in order to save the nation” (TSN.ua). itleing in this statement is
noteworthy: the fact that women are the ones wieocaddressed, not “every Ukrainian
family” or “every household”; the fact that womemdst” do it, not “should” or “if they
did then...”; finally, the fact that this is need#d order to save the nation”, not in order
to “improve demographic situation” or, for instant® avoid an economic crisis in the
future”. What is interesting is the fact that otldemographists note that in the case of
Ukraine it is not that much low fertility that negeely affects the demographic rates
and generally damages development of the countityrather high mortality (which is
especially an issue among men), marginal indicatbtsealth and low life expectancy
(Zhurzhenko eds. Hankivsky and Salnykova 2013).

Tymoshenko was accused of being connected with atfganisation of Shcherban’s murder. The
accusation has not found any legal evidence andiitiazately dropped.
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Let me add one last quote to this chapter, theeqabex-President Yushchenko
from his interview of 2011 on occasion of his wie’Katherine, birthday. Thus,

Yushchenko formulates Katherine’s greatest talent:

“I have not seen mothers like her. It is her gréaent in the family to do
the most important thing — dealing with childrenlack this capacity.”
(Yushchenko 2011)

When asked what are the things, which he doesik®ir her, Yushchenko said
he cannot stand the noise she is making while mixime tea and turning the
newspapers’ pages. Katherine remarks that she h@ngong the things her husband
does not like in her he would name the fact tha, $forn in the USA, was more

feministic than the Ukrainian-born women. Yushchegkves a following answer:

“That is true, but things like that [Katherine’sifenism] pass. To a certain
degree, why not, let the woman to amuse herselfh&ethink so. But in
fact, the greatest deeds are directed by nm@nitl.).

Yushchenko too, though using different words, egpes the opinion that civil or
political activism (in this case particularly ferrm) cannot be a mission, a real job or
even a serious concern of a woman, but rather ateveamuse herself’ for a while, but
eventually she will get bored with it and will corback to fulfilling her true mission,

realising her “greatest talent” — being a mother.

Earlier in the chapter | have paid attention atw@y Ukrainian politicians talk
about gender roles in the festive atmosphere ofritegnational Women’s Day, giving
the speeches written by professional speechwriteeslvance. After that | have also
analysed how they regard the same subject in plepsired, and sometimes not so nice
atmosphere of press conferences and interviews. m@me find a striking difference
between the well-prepared phrases of the greetnglsthe words said on the press
conferences, often full of rage and irritation. How@r, | see no contradiction here. In
both cases the notion of understanding gender rade®ften sexist and even
chauvinistic. Therefore, there might be a diffeeerin the terms and the level of
courtesy, but there is no difference in the messAgd the message says that women
should operate in the framework of their homesintakare of their family members.
When a woman leaves the private domain she cleatbtes the men.
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Here | would like to make a remark that | have lmymeans chosen only the
statements, which would show Ukrainian men poéins’ way of thinking in this
particular way. The fact is that it would be a relahllenge to find an evidence of them
saying the opposite things, which might be evallai® supporting gender equality. On
the other hand, | would disagree that the reasersthtements | analyse were said the
way they were is these particular people’s politanspiracy against all Ukrainian
women in general and Yulia Tymoshenko in particukss it was briefly discussed
earlier, it is probably not so much them, but tle@ayal opinion accepted in the society
by both men and women — appreciated or not, bigpged. When politicians, who are
trying to do their best in order to oppose them=elo the other and show that they are
not like the previous ones, politicians of differ@arties, three different presidents and
several prime ministers keep saying the same thitngy must be saying something

that is considered to be right by the public.

Moreover, | suggest that this particular state fédies with gender equality is a
direct consequence of the earlier studigerehyniaconcept that was accepted as a
national idea of Ukraine. Thus whoBgrehyniaif not a woman-mother, loving, caring,
faithful and protecting? Those are indeed distislged qualities, but in the state of
affairs, when those are the most important qualitiethe national model of femininity,
it locks women in the private domain. The acceptapicthe notion of “Barbie” makes
an attempt to leave this domain to look as a “whimbst likely organised with the
permission and help of a wealthy man, and as aecuesice something that cannot be
taken serious. The rooted notion of neofamilialmakes a woman, who wishes to fulfil
her potential in a different filed than family, lodike there is something wrong with
her.
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Conclusion

The aim of the thesis was to find out the interdelemce of gender issue and the
process of nation-building in contemporary Ukraifde specific character of the
process of nation-building in a newly independeatritry was studied guided by
Brubaker’'s work on nationalizing state. The stateaffairs of the gender issue in
Ukraine, e.g. gender equality and gender roles, ae@mmined using the relevant
international surveys, reports and statistics, ttogrewith evaluating the attempt of the
government to contribute to the development ofitisee through adopting respective
policies. The role of gender issue in the processation-building in the case of
Ukraine was studied with the help of contemporarkrdihian scholars. The
appropriateness of the theoretical base of theisthes the particular case of
contemporary Ukraine was tested by the use ofcatitiliscourse analysis, when the
speeches, interviews, governmental and presidestg@é¢ments of the core Ukrainian
politicians of the period of independence were @ranh focusing on an actor-oriented
top-down approach. The data were empirically evatliavith the help of the critical

discourse analysis method.

The analysis of the above mentioned political tdwts showed that despite the
23 years of independence, the topic of nation-inglds still highly relevant in Ukraine.
That is reflected also in the fact that there liack of certainty even among the political
elite regarding what could become the unique Ukaainmational idea. The most
accepted and the most widely used notion of theipblesnational idea is derehynia
the notion of unique Ukrainian model of femininiccording to this notion, every
genuine Ukrainian woman must devote all her enéogyaking care of her family and
“guarding” her home. Moreover this attitude sholbddbroaden from one’s family to the
whole Ukrainian nation, making the task of all Ukran women to revive the
Ukrainian nation through cultural and physical cearction, and by unlimited, selfless
maternal care. This deeply essentialist approafgdctafthe situation with the gender
issue in Ukraine by locking women in the privatendin of the family, and making if
not almost impossible then highly unwelcome anddeomed by the society to raise the

issue of underdeveloped gender quality.
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There are two main narratives of perception of wameole in the Ukrainian
society: the first one is the home-orieng&elehynia(lwoman as mother) and the second
one compliments the attractiveness of women’s ghysippearances to men on the one
hand, but condemns demonstration of women’s sodgiitigal activeness and
intellectual activities (woman as sex object). Bathtions are essentialist at their
character and correspond to the essentialist agptoathe concept of nation adopted in
Ukraine. To this extent, the essentialist charaofethese two elements — concept of
nation and concept of gender roles, with the laigng proclaimed as the only agreed
national idea — interact with each other, sincelevhddressing the issue of the nation-
building, corresponding to the essentialist peloaptthe issue of women and family
are inevitably linked. As a consequence, the emdisttcharacter of both of the
perception of nation-building and gender issue asefully guarded and preserved,
making the essentialist approach dominant in tleeeso What is probably even more
significant is the fact that these two conceptsrgnie each other’s relevance: to give
in essentialism of the concept of the nation womldan to abolish the notion of
Berehynia which has already become a sacred national idelprecise national idea

that the Ukrainians have been looking for so long.

Interestingly enough, the prevailing of the essdisti approach is also reflected
in the way the European integration is addresshds,Tthe politicians view Ukraine as
an inherent and inseparable part of the Europealsation, advancing the arguments
by bringing to memory such moments as for instafmee of Kiev (Anna Yaroslavna)
becoming a queen of France in th&t&ntury (Kuchma 2004). Those are the moments
of a very distant history, and in order to overcothe legacy of the recent historic
events and “get back to Europe”, the essentighigtaach may do a disservice by taking
for granted something that is not even achievedale of the belief that the desirable
thing inherently belongs to one by its own natuka. analysis of the impact of the
essentialist approach on the implementation ofréierms in Ukraine would deserve,
though, a separate study.
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Sookisimused ja rahvuse loomise protsess: Ukrainahtum
Galina Jevgrafova
Resumee

Selle t66 eesmark on uurida, kuidas sookiUsimuserhhause loomise protsess
mdjutavad teineteist iseseisvas Ukrainas. Ulemipekiood &sja iseseisvaks saanud
Ukrainas tbi endaga kaasa palju muudatusi Uhiskae®llprotsessides, sealhulgas
arusaamises sookusimustest: muutus visioon nasiest rihiskonnas, mis tanu
rahvuslikule retoorikale muutus tunduvalt tradit@alsemaks. Samuti hakati pidama
eriti tahtsaks ning just naiste rolliks panust rades loomisse laste sunnitamise,
kasvatamise ja pere eest hoolitsemise kaudu. Lisdkan oma tods, et mitte ainult
rahvuse loomise protsess ei mdjutanud sookUsimarglegut Ukrainas — sealhulgas
takistas ka soolise vOrdsuse pohimotte juurdumigaid ka essentsiaalses paradigmas
toimivad sookisimused mdjutasid oluliselt rahvigaise protsessi.

Too koosneb neljast osast. Esimeses osas, lahtBdésakeri kontseptsioonist
.natsionaliseeruvatest” riikidest rfationalizing stateé$, vaatlen rahvuse loomise
protsessi eriparasusi Ukrainas ja leian, et sdliésmuses on postkommunistlikus
Ukrainas olulisi sarnasusi s6dadevahelise Pooldgéses osas uurin sookilsimuste
olukorda Ukrainas. Sellest selgub, et Ukraina rahku muit kangelaslikust
eneseohverdamisest on leidnud endale kuju arusesnti@elistest Ukraina naistest",
kellest oodatakse, et nad puhendaksid kogu omagi@anemalikule hoolitsusele oma
perede ja Ukraina riigi eest. Uurin ka Ukraina negginisatsioonide ja perepoliitika rolli
vastava visiooni kujundamises.

Kolmandas osas keskendun uurimuse metodoloogidtesaigele. Neljandas osas,
kasutades kriitilise diskursuse analliisi meetaditi¢al discourse analys)ga lahtudes
Ukraina mojukamate poliitikute kdnedest, intervjaatlja avaldustest, uurin, kuidas nad
peegeldavad ja kujundavad Uhiskonna arvamust rehvasmisest, rahvusideest,
soorollidest ja naiste positsioonist Uhiskonnasllee vaatlen Ukraina kolme
presidendi ja nende meeskondade (peaministrid, simohi parlamendi juhid jne)
poliitilisi tekste. Analltis kasitleb eespool mainit isikute poliitilisi tekste
ajavahemikus 1999-2013. Analliusi algpunkt on vdliaterjali kattesaadavuse tottu,
analttsi 16pp-punkt on valitud seoses poliitilidakorra muutmisega Ukrainas, mille

analtiis nduaks hetkel olematuid materjale. Anal@igmusena selgub, et Ukraina
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poliitikud rbhutavad jargmisi naiste positiivseidhadusi: ilu, 6rnus, armastusvaarsus,
hoolivus, mdddukus, truudus. Naistele on jaetudsipage roll inspireerida mehi
suurteks saavutusteks. Samuti valitseb poliitiktiedi seas arusaam sellest, et naise
kdige loomulikum ja sisuliselt ainus dige tegevasah perekond. Just ,perekondlikud®
naised on need, kes panustavad rahva loomisse. Nhaigle tegevusalasid Ukraina
poliitilise eliidi visioonis ei ole. Valjaspool pekonda tegutsev, sotsiaalselt ja/ vOi
poliitiliselt aktiivne naine on Ukraina poliitikule valdavalt vastumeelne, sest ta ei kaitu
»,nagu naine“.

Kokkuvotteks voib Oelda, et Ukraina tugevaim rahdas on rahvusmuutdist parinev
visioon naiskangelase®erehfnja mis oma suigava essentsiaalsusega maarab rahva
loomise protsessi ja ,lukustab® naised perekoni@@rsf Samal ajal ei lubBerehdnja
kontseptsiooni puhadus tanapdeva Ukraina uhiskomahsuse loomise protsessi

eemaldumist essentsiaalsusest.
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