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There is & tendency of simplification to be found in the
evelopment of languages, Simplicity 1s considered to be
a product of civilization. It is found also in art where
it 1s 2 mere question of beauty, whereas in a language 1t
is more & question of convenience. Endings which become
weak in meaning are dropped. In this respect the English
language has gone farthnst.'It hae freed itself from the
ballast of useless inflections,and has retained only the
essential ones. The process of simplification in English
has been a very sglow one, Firstly) the full GﬁdiEWE.Qf the
01d English period were levelled:and then graduelly drop-
ned. The period of lost inflections 1s the Modern English
perod.

The loss of inflections has caused &alo considerable
chenges in syntax, Word-order which in 61d English was
quite free, has become much stricter, The process of
gimplification and the syntactic changes 1t has causged
are most apparent in the development of ‘the adjective,

The word a d ject ive 1sof Latin ori-
gin, It comes from the ILatin word a4 d jJjec t- 1 vunm
which 1igs derived from the verb a d - }J 1 c & r e, and

means "something zdded", From the grammatical point of
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1¢ch .ete.,
e formed ftom
O erivative endings);
z1ie etc.

and adverbs which are used to n

or thelir edquivalents considered to be real
ad Jectives
Nouns s8lso verv ofte gaume the funetlions £ r"':.’
Ag we shall see later on,there are cases 4in w
nlete conversion of noun into en adj., has taken nlace,
and nmumerals als ccur as attributes t
nouns, But as the pronominal chearzcter is still strong
in them, they differ in their use ad jectives

- « -~ ' | ¢ ~ - - -~ o ~ w &
rheriyand therefore widne not dealt with in the pre-
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vulga
shallow

vulgarer
shallower
ete.,

healthier ideas D.M.I6.5. getting tipsier
bitterest encrv D,M.I2.I. ecleverer than she
vulgaregt possegsors H,II7. they were narrow
l .,"\'.’E‘-r’ Er » ]’ ,,")(/ b

From bissyvllables with the accent

lable very often the Comparative in -er and

{
g in -est are formed., But ,periphrasgtic
in thoge cases also quite common

e.z. acute ( a'kju:td cuter acutest
immense (1'mens) immenser 1mmen59nﬁ
absurd (ab'se:d) absurder absurdest
but also.
more acute nost acute
more immense most 1mmense
more absurd most absurd
ete.
the geverest critic's D. glert
W.11.23%2, from profoundest on H.2
teat isle M.I99, The JUSt immense of pers
H.254, the most correct =“.I06, the most g
ter W1ld.97 the acutegt of then 052 +th
of female problems ¥.,93,
The two last examples taken from the
show ug clearly that it is pocssibl to us
indiseriminately. But the tendecy exilsts

4

gdj.which end in heavy consonant-grounsg 1
nethod,

- A . . 1

Note: Adj. beginninzwith "a®(mostly
nredicatively)thoushbeing asccented on the
lable,are always compared by means of m
mo 8 t: afraid ( 3'freid) more afreid =«
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In this sentence the proper name B ur g o VvV ne 1is
used in a way analogous to the use of the Superlative
best 1in the expression t o b e t one's
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Also s w e e t is used as a gubst. iIn reference to
2 persons., Like dear 1t 1ls very often used in the Voc.
g : t . 1
ith the signification"darling".
Ah sweet, a 1little one! A.37.
S weet may here be used onlv in sinsular, when
the  plural in -g 1s used it 1is neuter and totallydif
ferent in m ine :

a nd
a na
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+ 3
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97 iv elnge, but the s~-plural is ver requent..
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ic also 18 used only in the plural a t h -
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In former periods o
isted much greater freec
ing inflected could
& nerson.

Authors when affecting archaiec speech use such
forms:

respect. The &ad})

used in the sing. for
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thou venerable g r ot e s g u e5h,P.2TI, O B e -
1l oved of vietory.Sh,P. 235. Speak, o s u bt le
i = ‘

Z
o
vevond thy years! Sh.P.I52. Hea
t e n! Sh.P,I52, Allsh, the G
Gre at,'! Sh.P,339

llogquially there is more freedom in using
a8 nouns denotinge nerscns:
~ - ¥ . 3 n

3 - | 16 ¢ . s "

here with the article " a " it
= g adj. for it 8

case the -8 -plural.

As I have already pointed out adj. are very fre-

quently used in

1o denote a whol

the proper people to“help "t h e o'l-d areg tirh ‘e
Yy oung G,287. the novels written by t h elr 1 ¢
about- t he » oor, by € t e
ool dade Tl e Bt @y gk g

are salways t he mer
t he me r.r ¥ ' love to
love the dance, 2262, the

IN the gsame gy are uded the
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a netion as a whole, When
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But fhcre ure & they are pre-

ceded by attribu tives:
Hrp=vorwerdtsiiy-deaf the wretched rich,
wretched poor W.I ISS

e nal Here the 2dj. r 1 c h 2and p o or 1in spite
S0 ) = N » - g
‘ of their unchanged plurel forms must be considered
7 in to be more of nominal than of adjectival character,
1 for attribute ad). can be used only with nouns or
their equvalents.
AdJ. used as neuter subest.(abstracts) occur very
frequently too, Here we have in most cases the definite
rticle;
r et 7
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All thece tests show us clearly thet tes subst.
used parallel with ad) proper, qualified by means
of adverbs and followed by O n e

F'Y

of Comparison and which re used nredicatively have

4

There are caces where both forms — the noun

and the adj. in -en ,are used indiscriminately with-

t and 1 e a t he r n &are both
note. mmcary ecrciisgsl s ale &€ h gsrin
a3s leathern cushion Sh.P.243

(R o el nd € 11 ke n are used iIn the same
a2 811 k handkerehief Sh.P1.I3%31. 8 1 1 k
hets W,I 292, 8 11 k e n carpets Wid. 160,
- y A o 41 } e ~ . - o ac
Q & T (0] . 8 N s ne D1 & 0 r o9
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