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Preface!

The object of the present pamr is to ive a breief 

survey of the ad/. • nd its main functions in present d 

day Fnglish. The exa nples on v-1 ich the statements 

ven here are based, have been collected from works of 

modern authors , and also news-sner English has beer 

ta : n into consideration. With regard to colloquial 

speech, it has been taker into account nly in so far 

as it is used by the authors.
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The development of a language never comes to a stand. 

There is a tendency of simplification to be found in the 

development of languages. Simplicity is considered to be 

a product of civilization. It is found also in art where 

it is a mere question of beauty, whereas in a language it 

is more a question of convenience. Endings which become 

weak in meaning are dropped. In this respect the English 

language has gone farthest. It has freed itself from the 

ballast of useless inflections,and has retained only the 

essential ones. The process of simplification in English 

has been a. very slow one. Firstly the full endings of the 

Old English period were levelled'and then gradually drop­

ped. The period of lost inflections is the Modern English 

period.

The loss of inflections has caused alo considerable 

changes in syntax. Word-order which in Old English was 

quite free, has become much stricter. The process of 

simplification and the syntactic changes it has caused 

dhe most apparent in the development of the adjective.

The word adjective is of Latin ori­

gin. It comes from the Latin word adjectivum 

which is derived from the verb ad- j i c d r e, and 

means "something added". From the grammatical point of 

view, an adjective is a word which adds to the meaning of 



a noun, pronoun,or any other part of speech used for 

a noun. From that point of view the part of speech 

called adjective may be defined thus:

An adjective is a word used 

for modify Ino; a noun, n r о n о u n , 

or noun - equivalent.

With regard to their originmay be classified in 

the following way:
I
I) Original adjectives: blind, good, much etc.
2)Derlvative adjectIves,(adj. which are formed from 

other parts of speech by means of derivative endings};
beautiful, available, Englisk, wooden etc.

Participles and adverbs which are used to modify 

nouns or their equivalents are considered to be real 

adjectives. ■

Nouns also ver e the functions of adj..

As we shall see later on, there are cases in which com- 

niete conversion of a noun into an adj. has taken place.

Pronouns and numerals also occur as attributes to 

nouns. But as the pronominal character is still strong 

in them, they differ in their use from adjectives pro­
be 

per,and therefore wine not dealt with lr the pre­

sent paper.



there is

The adj. which in former periods of the English 

language admitted of endings to express gender, num­

ber and case, is now uninflected. A variation in its u 

use 5s no longer expressed by a variation in its form. 

The adj. has always the same form, no matter whether 

the noun it qualifies is masculine, feminine or neuter;
L whether It Is used In S

also no longer made a distinction between weak and 
t 

strong the former being used in G.E. after the d

definite article and other defining words.

Note: A few quantitative adj use different forms for 
the singular and the plural. Nut this has nothing 
to do with inflections. The plural forms are 
words fromroots totally different to the singu­
lar forms;

sg. llttle(not much) pl.' few 
much many

a few moments "Id. 137. It is not much good 
L. TO. many evil things are done "Id. 43.

"".'any11 is used in the sg. In the combination • 
"many a" :

many a man has made good G.199.
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The only inflections retained are the endings which 

are added to an adj. in forming the degrees of comparison. 
/

Adj, incur a change of form according to the degree of in­

tensity in which they are used. These degrees of intensity 
*) 

are called the Degrees of Comparison.

There are two degrees of Comparison: the С о m p e ra­

ti v e , which denotes a higher degree of a quality and 

the Superlative , which denotes the highest 

duality possessed by a person or thing in comparison with 

all oter persons or things. mhe Comparative is used when 
on per Sons

two thinwg are compared. mhe Positive denotes 

the simple quality and can therefore not be called a 

degree of Comparison .

In English there are two methods of Comparison. One 

of them for s the Comparative by adding the endin' -er 

and the Superlative by adding the ending - est to the adj.. 

These suffixes go back to the O.E. suffixes -ra. -ost and 

-est, which have developed from the Gothic suffixes -ize 

an -sta These suffixes are c< t 

Germanic languages and therefore the first method of Com­

parison is called the Germanic one. mhe second method 

which arrears already in early "’ddle English,does not 

add any inflections to the adj.. Tt uses the adverbs 

more and most to denote the two degrees of Com-

53. IS/. 



parison. Tn this method French influence is evident (plus, 

le plus )------------- it is called the French method.

Formerly both methods were used indiscriminately but gra­

dually therevdeveloped more or less strict rules for their 

use.

The German method is the method used fr r 

all monsyllables and for certain b JV- 

syllables. The majority of b 1 syl­

lables and all adjectives of more 

than two syllables admit of French 

Comparison.

To the monosyllables which are always compared by 

means of -er, -est, belong not only those adj. which are 

monosyllabic in spelling, but also those which are pro­

nounced monosyllabically: 

e.g. wild. wilder wildest
shy shyer shyest
white ('wait ) whiter whitest 

' vague (velg) vaguer vaguest etc.

madder music and stronger wine A. 95. the. dullest and 
ar H.35. It w uld leer M.2I6, the /merest 

stray tourist .1.252. on whitest marble A. 245.

With regard to bisyllables I have noticed that all 
adj.
adj. of two syllables ending in -y, - er, -ar,and -ow 

№
as a rule admit ofGerman Comparison, 

e.g. hearty heartier heartiest
sober soberer soberest
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vulgar vulgarer vulgäres!
shallow shallower shallowest

etc.
healthier ideas D.M.16.5. getting tipsier H. 246 .Mr. Hoover^ 
bitterest enemy D.M.I2.I. cleverer than she L.II4. the 
vulgarest possessors H.II7. they were narrower and shal- 
1 ower W. I.29O.

From bissyllables with the accent on the second syl

lable very often the Comparative In -er and the Superlati 
E

tive in -est are formed. But periphrastic comparison is 

in those cases also quite common.

e.g. acute ( d'kju:t$ acuter acutest 
immense (I'mens) Immenser immensest 
absurd (b‘sa:d) absurder absurdest 

etc .
but also.

more acute most acute
more immense most Immense
more absurd most absurd 

etc.
the severest critic's D.1.10.6. the alertest Interest 

] f dest meditation H.254 . 1
test isle 1.199. The most_ 1 mmense of personal favours
H.254. the most correct H.106. the most groteske mons­
ter Wld.97. the
of female problems .93.

The two last examples taken from the same author

show us clearly that it is possible to use both methods

indiscriminately. But the tendecy exists to use these

adj.which end in heavy consonant- groups in the French 

method.
Note: Adj. beginningwith "a^(mostly used only 

oredicatively) thoughbeing accented on the last syl­
lable, are always compared by means of more and 
most: afraid ( ‘freid) more afraid most afraid

etc.



All bisyllables left,as a general rule admit of French

Comparison:

e.g. active more active most active
terrible more terrible most terrible
grateful more grateful most grateful 

famous more famous most famous
selfish more selfish most selfish,
honeless more hopeless most hopeless

etc.
the most painful recitals H.52. more curious than this
1.227. the most .1.187. far more

1 rsatlon H.I75. t t mes Sh.P.362.
Note:Erdmuthe adjectives handsome, common 

and pleasant the degrees of comparison ar 
mostly formed by means of -er and -est.
e.g. the handsomest young man A.264. the commoner: 
sort /.11.192. the commonest tweed-clad stranger

1 . on Sh,P,77. the plea­
santest sense W.1.178.

Further also bisyllables ending in - id use the inflec­
ted Comparative and Superlative forms as well as the pe 
riphrastleones.
e. . the vlvld_er utilisation w.11,54. the vividest me- 

.II I )ider
ev-njthan 4.206. far more splendid Wld.89.

The T r e n c h m e t h о d of Comparison is al­

ways used for Adjectives of more

than two syllables,

e.g. beautiful ore beautiful most beautiful 
extravagant core extravagant most extrava-

■ gant 
aristocratic more aristocratic most aris­

tocratic 
extraordinary more extraordinary most ex­

traordinary 
etc.

the most fe irine an^ fantastic thing ”.97. the most 
otiful specie -
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Note: From unhappy it is possible to form the 
the Comparative unhappier and the Su­
perlative unhappiest. This may be ex­
plained by analogy to happy,

Grace was U n h a p p 1 e r than she had ever been H. 
146.

Further the French method is rhe only method

used for participles:

the most glaring lights H.95. and were much me 
more pleased Tld. 67.

Note: In colloquial speech participles for the sake of 
greater emphasis may be used with German compari­
son:

he broke out,"........................Is the utterly
damnedest". IT W. 21.

A very interesting example of a Superlative in -est 
I have found in Shaw's "Plays for Puritans":

here you have the man at his Burgoyne st 
Sh.P. I4l.

In this sentence the proper name Burgoyne is 
used in a way analogous to the use of the Superlative 
best in the expression to be at о n e's 
best. .

Im poetry monosyllables 

for the sake of r y t h m and rhyme are often 

compared by means of m о r e and most , 

The air is clear, more clear than 
sparkling wine. A. 84. And all the throbbing world/ 
Of dew and sun and air /By this small parcel of 
life/Ts made more f a 1 r. .84. Over the sea 
hung birds more white than the skin/Of 
the last few swimmers .../.100,
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But not only in poetry, also in prose 

French Comparison may be used in­

stead of the Germanic method 

and vice versa«

it is a graver thing and a painfuller 
thin ] gfaw thJ 11 II

This is one of the rare examples,where an adj. which 
as a rule uses the periphrastic forms of Comparison, 
for the sake of uniformit" admits of Ger­
man Comparison.
IN most cases it is the other v.-ay round:

the most gross and fantastic things H. 
228. that most clumsy and unlovely of fashions M. 
TOO. more subtle and intricate W,II iS.

И
But it is notsqid that all adj. in & sentence must 
be compared either in one or the other way. Very
often both methods occur side by side. In such a 

' C S
first.

' ! !
in us per­

ception 7.II 254. to be a little brighter and more 
fart stic Ч.78.

From all these cases mentioned the conclusion 

can be drawn, that all adj. t о w hich gene­

rally German Comparison is applied, 

for the sake of uniformity, 

r v t h m or rhyme can be compared 

by means of more and most.
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mhe use of the German method instead of the French

one,is much more limited. It can be used only in 

those cases, in which the adding of 

inflect! o/s produces forms which are 

pleasing to the ear and e a s y to 

pronounce. On that account adj. of more 

than two sllables and b i s y 1 1 a­

b 1 e s ending in -sh, -ous and -less 

nev-^r admit of F in ch Comparison.

o
Certain adj. have irregulardes- 

y f e c t i v e COmarison.

mo these belong I) adj. which form their degrees of 

Comparison"from a root different to the 

Positive and 2) adj. which have two 

Comparative and Superlative 

for" s, which differ from each other i n 

meaning. 

To roup T) belong

mod ,
better best 

well(orig,an adv.)j 
- fl

evil ( worse worst
ill j

" " " ' - M H
5.7 3Z1.
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little (not much) less , least
O.F. leessa

ote: Denoting size, little has regular comparison; 
littler, littlest. Mostly the Comp. ? nd the 
Sup. of s all are used instead of them.

much 
many

more ost

The corresponding forn to moreis the C.E.
mara.tost is from O.E. m s t.

To roup 2) belong the adj.:

old
oldert

elder

oldest

eld est

The forms elder and eldest are the olda/ 
ones. The changed vonel Is the result if i-mutation . 
Older and oldest are ore recent formations 
from the Positive о 1 d .
Elder and eldest are now used only attrl- 
butively and ' 1 - ys referrinc to peraons.These forms 
have the meaning: - e •" 1" o r of*" relations 
or of two indicated persons. But 
efte they are used also in a more abstract 
sense: more advanced I r life, more 
experienced.

Older and oldest occur pred1 catively 
or ’"ell as attributive] m. They alwi ys emphasize the 

o 1 d a - e 11. Older and oldest are also 
used in reference to animals and things.

your eldest son Sh.P.53. our elder 
brother L. 197. the elder wo an L. TOT'

she was older than T was L‘231. she looked 
older L.2T5. to the у p u n г people..........whilst 
to older nlaygoers. . .5h."0.39. a young men 
walking -1th an о 1 d e r man '".133.

Note:When substantivied,e Ider and eldest 
may be used as predicatives:

he 16 the eldest of thr .
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Near nearer
nearest

next

"next11 is the old Suprlative form from n e a h 
(ne ah- s t). The Comp. nearer and the 
Sup. n e a r e st are new formations from •he 
«I d- Ceme- near, which is the old Comp. nah-ra.

Nearest means very close to In space, 
whereas n e x t In most cases rears coming nea­
rest in o r d e 6.

the ne a r es t landscape W.I 158. the 
nearer lamps W.I 300. my next visit W.I 192. 
the next few weeks W.I 296.

later latest
Late ------ ßi/iir

latter (Tattest ~ ,
The new forms 1 a t er and latest' are' 

used In refer !nce to tine; the older ones, 
latter and las t(orlg, formed from the 
adv. O.E. laet) are used to express order.

the latest news D.”.II.6. her last 
child H.58. the latter instrument D.M. 9.2.

farther

further

farthest

furthest

Tn O.E. the adj. was f e о r r with the Comp.
f 1 e r r a and the Sup. f lernest. But 
as the original Comp. soon was confused with the 
Positiv, the Comp, of the adv. fore ,"furbra" 
took its place, and a nev Sun. f u r$> e s t was 
formed. Later on there developed the forms far­
ther and farthest vith extension 
of the ’’ositi ve vowel. .

Thsenew forms are used to denote distance; 
further and furthest are mostly 
used in a more figurative sense - "additional", 

full, further sympathy L. 235.
but also denoting distance:

the further East H. Io2.
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The second member of Comparison is always con­
nected to the first by means of the conj. than;

she was older than I was L.231. Whiter 
than fine pears Wld,46.

Note: Adj. ending in - lor are old Latin Comp. They 
are connected with the word they are compared 
to by "to”: .

to be physically superior to 
his lady friend. М.25б.а man some years se­
nior to myself 7,1 l44.

A stronger form of the Comparative 
is achieved by using the adv. far and much:

a far broad erdialogue D.M. 4.3. it is 
much g r a n d e г ЗЬ.^.Тб. much nicer 
than|no8t professional neople Sh.P.33T 

ASuperlative is much more emphatic when 
it is used together with the Partitive 
lenitive:

the' most terrible of t e r r 1 ble 
1 n f a n t s H.31 the bluest of seas L.28 
the queerest of assemblages L.248.

Further the adv. very made may be added to 
the Superlative;

the v ey best thing G.194. the 
v e r y h highest educational opportunity 
W.II 66.

Naturally very cannot be added when the peri­
phrastic form of the Sup. is used.

1 A very high degree without comparison 
may be expressed by most; the word in this case 
must be preceded by the indefinite, art! cle.

a most cruel dilemma Sh. P.362.
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The next problem I am going to deal with is the 

problem of SUBSTANTIVIZED A D J E 0= 
*/ 

T I V E S.
In former periods of the English language adj. 

could be freely used without following substan­

tives. In modern English this is still possible but 

the freedom of using adj. In that way has been conside­

rably limited. If the subst, which is qualified by an 

adj. Is not repeated, it has to be replaced by "one11. 

The restrictions in the use of the free adj. can be 

explained by the want of inflections, 

-n uninflected adj. standing alone by itself is not ' 

able to express - --h number, gender or case of
the subs'1.for which it is used. To avoid such 1e 

difficulties it is of grest importance to know allthe 
л 

cases in which an adj. can be still used without a 

followin'- noun.

"hen we have an adjective standing alone by itself 

the question arises whether it has retained its adject! 

val character or whether it has become a substantive. 

This problem can be easily resolved, c о m p 1 e t e 

conversion into substantives

a. />y.
/- Z зз/.
s.6
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has taken place incases where the plural ending - s 

is usedand where it is possible to form the ' s- Ge­

nitive. As a criterion inthe singular the inde­

finite article too may serve. When it 

is used the change from adj. into subst. has ta­

ken place.

When the unchanged plural is used and when it is 

impossible to use the indefinite article the conver­

sion has to be considered to be only a partial one. 

There are a great number of adj. which" used as subst. 

have acquired allthe rights of substantives proper. 

These substantivized adj. are often qualified by 

adj..

T) Adj. ending in --an and - on which are de­

rived from proper names are used as nouns denoting 

Tlndlvlduals of a nation:

the wild Indians L.6I. a native Servian Sh, Pl. 
wrought by a ]

' ■ -

Note:Here belong also the adj. Greek and 
adj. ending in - 1c:

when Greek meets Greek H. 176. 
to the early Greeks .242. Asistics ?'.l4.

mhe adj. Swiss, Portugese, Japanese- and very 
rarely also Chinese may be used in a similar way as
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nouns. In plural they are unchanged:

I am a Swiss Sh.P1.36. Swiss and Germans ".I 147. 
the Swiss will kill you Sh.P1.92. Yes, a Portugese 
Sh. Pl.277.

MA Chinese " is said to occur very seldom. ostly 
the form 11 Chinaman'1 is used:

and Chinamen condemn another ". 226.

But not only adj. referring to nations are used in 

this way. Iso adj. which are derived from nam*s of 

t l ,Yetc. belong to this gre

turned into a very Parisian H.57. she liked them, 
thes Parisians L.I07. a true Hors 1 nan Sh.Pl. 222.
I ] Lo

к axes/eacan Sh. P. 34. *eac a-e gom 2 * h J "/ *5
2)Adj. refering to c r e e d, to r e 1 1 g 1 ous

and political parties;

if you were a Yohammedan G.40. Dick was a Puritan Sh. 
P.28. practised by Anglicans. ”.22. to be - ”resbyte- 
rian 2.2. Svedenborgians 1124. to turn a Quaker into 
a Catholic M 139.
th' Liberals................... In the house of Commons D. .12.5.
an .old. b .1 ll.£l . I 270. a Philosophic Radical Sh. T1. 
290.the progressive Pepublleans D.2.17.2. with the 
revolutionaries '.II 16. Liberals ’ Resignation Treat

II ' ound it N . I
'ComnionV 4^ on “y. ‘* t*ji P “eae.

3) Adj. denoting humarbelnmg in 
general; ■

one1 pellow humans H. 237. simple mortals ”.59. 
through individuals L.267.

4) Adj. denoting races:

less insistent. whites
II 29. she saw natives L.58. we still remain savages 
with the savage s laws and taboos ' . 248. a poor 



drunken colonial H. 227. no passport carries 
aliens M. 260. you are a barbarian Sh. Pl. 53.

5) Adj. referring to social position:

an old Castilian nobleSh.P1. 44. we nobles Sh.PIA8. 
her inferiors rld.72. treating him as an_erm:i H.2I6. 
with his subordinate Sh.P.375. to civilians D.M, 1O.6., 
like a civilian Sh.P.II5. troops and. f ielala . 11 26 . 
the principals and their friends .165. Premier-s 
answer D.M.6.

6) Adj. denoting gender: 
a young 1 * * * ale G-. 2 57.

50. the woman, the mother '

7)
Adj. denot Ind age:

most of our moderns. H.246.
.I 124.three

re^-у ear-.о idus. D.M.14.2. noll-
v 1 ng centenar la n D. 7.1T. 2.

8) Adj. referring to the physical or 
psychical character of a 
person: .

criminal lunatics ",T66. detectives and

ct ives D М.9 Л .an ecc
villa ge imbeciles .252 . h e cs л si€(y 5 p .

9)Further adj. which cannot be well classified:

s a 1 n t: my lady and my saint Sh.Pl.6l. of these 
are her saints .260.
dear and its Superlative dearest very often 

occur as substantives in the Vvocative:

But not only in the Voc.: she is a dear '"'.IT 18.
In familiar speech dear"Is also used as a noun with 
the diminutive suffix -le:

Cheer up,dearie' H.2I8.
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Also sweet is used as a subst. In reference to 
a persons. like dear"it is very often used in the Voc. 
with the signif ication"darlir: -" .

Ah sweet, a little one.' A. 37.
Sweet may. here be used only in singular, when 

the plural in -s is used it is neuter and totallydif 
f erent in meaning.

As to Comparatives and Superlatives there are only 
few --------------------- ----------------------------

which have become substantives proper:

Elder is freely used as a substantive. Tt mostly 
occurs in the Plural ,meanin-- "parents" or 
persons advanced in age ":

like elders watching a child
A. TOO. they were elders too L.69.

The singular form is very rare. The only example 
Ihave found is the followin’:

The Cadi a vigorous, fatfeatured choleric 
white-haired elder. Sh.P.342.

Larger when used as a substantive often admitts of the 
Genitive ending 's. In plural it is unchanged;

An acquaintance of the 1 : t’t e r 's 1 . 
133. the letter are infinitely more attractive

D.M.12.6. for these 1 a t t- e rV.254.
From Superlatives (never the olural in -s is/formed 

when they are used to denote livin'- beings. Therefore 
they cannot be reczognized as thorough substantives: \

her eldest the boy L.52.

A great number of neuter ■ dj. may Iso be 

looked upon as re 1 subst. фЬе -'s -Genitiv' does 

not occur in those ci ses , it as a rule is use 

from Ivin" beings, but the s-plural is very frequent.



Sweet and its plural sweets are used with

The plur: 1 form is the more frequent one:
I don't care for a v e e t s. L.I2. Would you like a 

cold sweet . Sh.Pl. 310.

News from the adj. n e v is used as a singular 
as well as a plural;

this news Sh.P.348.
some n^ws gG. 62. "

The right form is the sg. form. The -s is supposed too 
e the Genitive ending,for the word dates from so ) 

early a time that adj.did not take the -s inplural.
z.11' '

С- о о d s is no7r felt to be a plural. Tt has the 
meaning m e r c h a ndi z e: 
there are many better such roods.. on the 
market И.2Т5.

Nude, nudes are used for undraped figures in 
painting and sculpture:

Rodney’s r u d e s H. 65.

Deep and its plural deeps are used in poetical 
language for the sea:

he rose out of the deep s Wld.158.
Also used in a figurative sense:

....the luminous deeps/of starless 
London night. A02. It is a power in the 
deeps. W.IT 42. o

Further deepis used meaning " nysterious 
region of thought ":

In the deep of sleep a 
call w s called from the dee s of *e, and ■ n- 
sweredin the d ee p s by a woman...L.257.

Dark is used nith the signification absence 
of 1 1 g h t,also used figuratively: 
in the darv at ore end wi ' a couch,L.73. 
before the d; rk is in your face ,Il4.
Public "'ept in the Dark . D. ’.l4.T,

The plural d a r k s means dar • ( c o- 
1 0 u r s, esp.in art: lights and dar к üs 
of a picture.(Oxf, Diet.)
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Colour - names used in the Singular denote the 
colour and also clothes of that colour:

The servants, loving his red and gold and 
blue 1.35. clad in spotless Ohl te Sh.P.339. in 
pale b 1 u e II. I 216.

To denote certain shades of colours ; Iso the
plural form may be us*=d ;

the deep rich browns and
the deep blues of my window WeTI

warm greys W.II 254. 
190.

But they often are anrll°d to more concrete
things of a certain colour:

his eyes rolled up showin ■ only the w h i t e s. 
L.130. the " г e у ' (grey horsrs9 D.:'.T4.4. the 
Persian Blues (blue cats) D. .9.°. the dust and 
b 1 a c k s (particles of soot) W.I °87.

Green inse the plural has the meaning 
v e getables.

H о I v is used as a substantive in the ex­
pression -h-e-l--t he holy of holies =- 
1 r ne r п о s t $a n c i Ц а л. у о f J e w l s h 
temple).

Often used figuratively for innermost 
s h r 1 ne:

within the h о 1 v of h о 1 1 e s TT. 5T. 
Sh.P.2T .

Further neuter adj. which have been converted 
hblly into subst. are:

the well- got- un,glossy monthlies
7.44. . less a bitious are the d_a " Л1'.
a young- ladvlsh о e r 1 о d 1 c r*l 7.244. to-night's 
finals D.y. l4«5. the production of Scottish
•r oollens D. .8.". He was an illuminating

II tl tt
D- . I "

ADJ. ending ir -able are used as subst. 
only in the plural:

r- 91 v.1 j' ° s, valuables etc.

he helmed himself to the veretables 'T.46.
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Athletic also is used only in the plural ath- 
' e t 1 c s = practise of physical exercise:

"Inter athletics have ~rown nonular. D.M. 
15.7.

The following examples show us some 5 u n e r 1 a 
t I v e s which have stripped off their adjectival cha 
racter and have become real subst.:

a poor unsatisfactory best it is .42. he did 
his horrible little best л. 35. the gentleman's 
latest is Sh.Pl.285. even at my coarsest 

.1 242.

TN all these cases mentioned above we have seen 

adj. which have become real substantives. Now I am 

going to deal with those incidents whenean adj.ap­

pears without a following noun but is still felt mo 

be of more adjectival character. Tn those cases the 

adj. Is chiefly used with the definite article, ei­

ther in the plural to denote a whole class of living 

beings or in the singular, in which case it is an 

'bstract noun. The plural in those cases is always 

unchanged.

Adj. which have not been converted wholly into 

subst. are very seldom used in the sing, when re - 

ferring to living beings. The only adj. which may 

be used in that way is the adj dead:

to be the living dead, that's awful L. 215. q-am 
the transition from the de a d I am to the 
dead I shall be very soon , L.95.

Note: Synonyms of dead, and some other narti- 
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ciples sometimes are used in a similar wav:
the brother of the deceasedD..l8.5. 

the duty of the employed to the employer D.M.I8.

In former periods of the English language there ex­
isted much greater freedom in this respect. The adj. 
being inflected could be freely used in the sing. for 
a person.

Authors when affecting archaic speech use such 
forms:

thou venerable grotesqu eSh.P.2TI. 0 Be­
loved of victory!Sh.P. 235. Speak, о subtle 
beyond thy years I Sh.P. 152. Hear the serpent b e g о t­
t e n! Sh.P.152. Allah, the Glorious, the 
Great.’ Sh.P.339.

Also colloquially there is more freedom in using 
singular adj. as nouns denoting persons:

I'd 'ave been a deaf and dummy. G.267.
. Ithough "deaf" is used here with the article " a 11 it 
must be regarded as an adj. for it is impossible to 
use in this case the -s -plural.

As I have already pointed out adj, are very fre­

quently used in the plural and with the definite article 

to denote a whole class of living beings:

the proper people to help the old are the 
young G.287. the novels written by t h e r i c h 
about the r о о r, bv the literate about 
the illiterate 1.263. For the good 
are always the m e r r y/Save by an evil chance/And 
the merry love to fiddle/ And the merry 
love the dance. /262. the v a n q u l s h e d Sk, P1.23I.

TN the same way are uded the names of n a. t ipn s.

ending ip -sh and -ch. They are used only to deno- 

a nation as a whole. Then used to denote an individual 
or individuals , words like man, woman or 

person have to be added:

* orget the French Sh.pi
24 ä



' AdJ. which are used as abstract substantives to denote 

language, are nostly used without the article aan only in 

sing. :
a fos of L a t i r and G r e e k w.I I8T.

in F r e n c h or in American L. 268.

so ; lid ~’nglish , Moden German etc.

hut alnays : the King's English, the German of to - day etc. 
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if the Ir 1 s h said that Sh."D.245. an American- 
adressing an English person Sh.p.353. 
the dry, hard-seeming, competent English­
woman or American I. 108.

The adjectival character in allthose cases is 
4 -

proved by the impossibility to addthe plural en­

ding -s. SwtiwrThyy arevoften qualified. by adv..

the congenitally deaf are not the best judges 
H.56. the presence of the sick, the miserably and 
hopelessly noor-MiS^^-H.193. the truly respectable 
hTiSs?

But there are also cases where they are pre­
ceded by attributive adjectives:

#e=cemeeHsd4y=desf the wretched rich, the 
wretched poor W.T 158.

le no

T In

Here the adj. rich and poor in spite 
of their unchanged plural forms must be considered
to be more of nominal than of adjectival character, 
for attribute adj. car be used only with nouns or 
their equivalents.

Adj. used as neuter subst.(abstracts) occur very 

frequently too. Here we have in most cases the definite 

article;

its passion for the horrible Wld.73. 
the good in me W.II 229. the eternal f e m i n 1 e 
H. 72. the great unknown Sh.P. 2^5. the un­
inspected always happens H. 72. the edge of 
the beyond L.193. in the о n e n G.84.

When used together in 
dropped:

the strife of Goo 
treating bad as goo 
important as tr 1 
as important, se 
bl e . . . Gh.^l.TT. ■ "

pairs the article mi v be

d and Evil Sh.H.25I.
d and good as bad, 
vial and t r 1 v 1 a 1
r 1 о u s as 1 a u g h a
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The same rule is applied, also to adj. whichare used 
as substantives in reference to persons: 1

An invitation/To gret and small А.ТДЗ. 
between rich, and p о o r W.I 177.

Except its moral sense good is also 
used with the meaning use:

What is the good of doing that . G. 7^0
When it is preceded by for, it means finally: 

to go for g о о d G. 287.

Neuter Comparatives and Su­

perlatives occur as free a d j. in cer­

tain fixed expressions:

to get the better__ of ones neighbours G.155. 
to hope for the best G.24}. at the w о r s t У. 
49. to nrenare for "he w о r s t Sh.^1.285. that’s 
the simplest L. I? 5. etc.

Superlative s without a f ollowing 
"one11 are frequent when the partitve Genitive is used:

the b e s t of my motives G.168. the worst of 
it is G.77,

As we see it is not always easy to decide whe­

ther to call a word a subst. or an adj. In cases 

where we have no distinct criterion it is often im­

possible to come to a result and we have thus to 

accent that the word in question is neither an 

adj. nor a subst. but somethng intermediate .



The lack of a clear distinction between adj. 

and subst. further exists in cases where an unin­

flected subst. precedes a substantive without forming 

with the latter a noun - compound.

' The tendency to use substantives 
as adjectives was already strong in the 
Elizabethan period. In modern English, however, the 
freedom -ef
freedom of adjectivizing substantives is auch grea-

ter, Especially proper names and material nouns 

can be freelv used as attributive adjectives.

19 P r о p e r n a m e s used in ad' 1

funct ion: 
London life, M.39. ,
his Staffordshire neighbours, 

w.i 15.
a Ford car, L.52.
the Berlitz system, M.39.

tthe Dickens dialect, Sh.P.383. 
etc.

Note: Proper names to which there exist correspon­
ding adj,as general rule do not assume the 
functions of adj.:

A erican life ?Z.4o.
' iddift'N^st rn life. М.4Г.------------------------- , etc.

2) '"a+erlal nouns:

a $ straw hat , I.61
the marble table. H. 12.
iron laths , Sh.P.48.

a bronze horse, Wld.T59.
a silver crown, A.205.
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3) Nouns used in a figurative sense to express 

resemblance:

his mutton- chop whiskers, G.180.
1 e g - of - mutton sleeves, H.27.
their m a r b 1 e s now s, A,?43.

et с.

4) Nouns used as adj. to express sex or 

age: 1 .

a woman witness, D. '. 6.3.
a lady friend, Sh.Pl. 256.
- 1 r 1 playmates, W. 123.IT.
the b о *r clerks, W.T 74.

5) Various other nouns which cannot 

be wel classified:

w e e к - e n d visits .II 121. 
autumn leaves Wld. 126.
his grey city face L. 46.
breakfast system WII 5.
her gypsy splendour ,rr.I 222.
a fairy prince L.TI. хЛдя
News Editors . 38.
grandfather spectacles G.78.

6) Further also compounds cons 1st Ing

of two nouns adj + noun, verb + noun, adv. *- noun

and preposition +■ noun, are often used as attributive

adj . :
her queen- bee love and q u е е n­
b e e will L.II2.
all you matter-of-fact people

G.24.
to the -com mon nice mind D.I. 15.
a terrible hang-do- look

1.238.
: 0 t - о f- w о г к carpenter WI20.
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Note: Modern authors oftehuse whole phrases 
as modyfiers to a nouns;

your soul" mood. G.250. in a. " heave - half
e - brick-at - him" fashion.L. 139. with a
" Who- are - you:" look, L.139. a blind к 11 1
I --oulck sort of Stete, L.282. his eyes.
had s " devil - may- care " light in th- , L.238 .
You're still at the L 1 f e - 1 s-r- e a 1 -

1 i f e - 1 s - earnest, Low- 11 ving 
a n d - h 1 g h - thinking stage. H.79.

Tn allthe examples given above the substantives are 

used to qualify the noun they recede. They are doing 

the work of adjectives. If we read the examples once 

- ore over , this time in c loud voice, we notice that 

both elements - the attribute ; s nel as the fol­

lowing substantive - have even stress., 
/ _L A

London life , arble snow etc.

Even stress is found always in word - 

groups consisting of an attributive adj. and a 

substantive: / < L
a wealthy person, old houses etc., 

whereas a. group of two substantives has one strong 

u n i f y i n - strees which shows that the two ele­

ments belong together and form a compound :
/ -A 

the dining - room, a steam - engine etc.

From this point of view nothing can hinder us to 

regard the afore»-mentioned word - groups with even 
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stress ' з analogous to groups consisting of an attri­

butive adj + a noun.

On the other side these word - roues have some4, 

thin" of the fixity of compounds , as is seen from the 

impossibility to use these adjectivised subst. also 
(( _

pred icatively. They aleo 37. not ad it of Comparison.

But these tests cannot be consiaeredas absolutely in­

fallible .There are also real adj. which are used only 

attr ibut ively, and which from the nature of their mea- 

in " cannot have degrees of Comparison (e.g. adj. de­

noting shape, place or time: octagonal, Trish, daily etc.) 

From a few subst. used ad adj. it is possible to 

form t-~e degrees of Comparison. They also nay be used 

as predicatives :

She is personable, forty - eight, 
trim, well - dressed and more matter-of- 
fact than seems plausible. G.2I8. the most 
matter- of- fact order Sh.246.

Here we have comparison and also predicative use 

of the compound subst. matter- of- fact., 

which thus has to be regarded as an adj proper.

Further examples of subst. used as predicative adj1: 

a story............ which} 1 s more often commonpl a-ce, 
crude and flat 1.165. I am for a season High­
Church, even Anglo - 6; tholic .124. that w a 
first-rate D.M.16.3. it w a s с о u n try- 
s 1 d e W.l 176. it w a s to be more open and 
above- board. G.286.
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In these cases the substantives have been wholly con­

verted into ««bet adjectives. But these cases are 

only occasional ones. The majority of adjectivized 

subst. from the nature of their meaning cannot ad - 
Ae,4c/

'it of Comparison; also do they not occur as

predicative adjectives. Therefore we have to seek for 

other tests which would prove the adjectival character 

of these subst.

I)A very important criterion is the fact that theye 

are used together with other adjectives:

his grey city face L.46. large lea­
ther chairs G.16.

When the adjectivized subst. is separated from 

the precedeing adj. by a comma or by and, its 

independence is the more evident :

that slow, animal cry L.9. a cer­
tain intimate, heart - to - heart 
Quality H.254. thegey gay, terrible , 
beyond- good- a nd- evil variety H, 84. 
crude and second-hand Impressions , 
I.124.I.

2) They are often qualified by adv enb s:

a ghastly tame - cat sort of life G.170. 
a most dare-devil thing G.169. others 
are Danube Blues,and a few nearly C a m b r idge
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3) They are used with a following one which

is‘used instead of the subst.:

the p e n n у papers are more within your 
scope, and particularly the evening ones, 
M.75. if I had not discovered it surviving in a 
Iniddelise.x village, and heard frem-4 of it 
from an ®E s s e x one. Sh.P. 383.

All these tests show us clearly that the subst. 

used parallel with adj proper, qualified by means 

of adverbs and followed by "on e" have approximated to 

the adjectival status, whereas subst. which • di it also 

of Comparison and which are used predlentirely have 

attained it fully.

To some material nouns there exist 

corresponding adj. ending in 

- en.

There are cases where both forms ---- the noun 

and the adj. in -en ,are used indiscriminately with­

out the sli htest shade of meanins:

leather and leathern are both 
used to denote material: aleathern 
button G.45. a 4* leathern cushion Sh.P.2^3. 
leather chairs G.I6.

silk and silken are used in the same 
way:

a silk handkerchief Sh.T*l.I3T. silk 
hats N.I 292. s liken carnets Wld. I6C.

oak and oaken: the big oak press 
SH.P.77.00 a k e n chest A. 241.
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As Т have already pointed out , one of the most 

characteristic features of the English of to-day 

is to use subst. without any derivative endings as 

adj.. The tendency to drop the -en forms of 

material nouns and to use instead of them the cor -. 

responding nouns is very strong. The adj . in -en 

are felt to be more archaic and therefore they often 

occur in poetry and in elevated style :

C thou oaken chest I A. 241. i
silken best A. 166.97.

Further the -en - forms are often used in a 

more figurative sense , whereas the noun 

when user" as an adj. always refers to the material 

of a thing :

brass peacocks ?ld.l63. her brazen 
Modern ’’manners H.TI3.the leaden Fast A. 94. 
as on a 7 о 1 d e n age H.47. a close cropped 
g о 1 d e n head H.245. golde n promises '.'.159. 
that golden fluid H.232. when peaks grow 
g о 1 d e n A.243. a little у old pencil
G. 218.

Note: In poetry sometimes golden occurs 
in reference to the material of a thing :

a great golden ring A. 132. silver 
trumps and golden drums A. 74.

Gold may be used also figuratively: 
the wet 7 о 1 d shore A. 97.
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The adj. wooden and woollen 

cannot be replaced by the subst. w о о d and 

wool. Only in compounds we have wood : 

the great pine wood log Wld.17.
two bent wood chairs 3h.Pl. 48.
but always: a wooden ledge D.M.18’2. w .о о - 
den doors G. 75. a woollen gown A.T37. 
woollen stuff G.75.

To old there exists also a coorespond ing

form olden. Olden has become totally obsolete

in spoken English. In literary English,especially in 

poetry, it occurs in the expression in olden 

time. A.I7I.
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Adj. which precede nouns qualifying them direct­

ly are said to be used attrib u t l y e 1 y. 

When an adj.,is part of the predicate it is called 

a predicatives adjective. 

Predicative adj. are linked to the noun they qua­

lify by means of verbs.

* As a rule adj. can be used attributivelv as well 

"s pred icatively. But therc are some adj. that are har- 

hardly ever used as predicatives and some that are 

hardly ever used as attributive' adj. There are also 

cases where we have to distinguish in meaning 

according to the attributive or predicative use of a-n. 

adj.

To the adj used only attr ibut ively belong 

Raxxzk Comparatives:

the elder men L.75. the latter 
instrument D.M.9.2. their former places Sh. 
P.I8I. a sort of upper maid L.TT. the u t - 

г XX" lack G.39. the outer world 1.54. 
the inner door Sh. Pl.252.

xuxtherxkzxzxhzkunxxxdzxxhizh
Here belong further adj. which are originally 

adverbs;
a far-off Intentness L. ?4. 

Note:
i Ver y,though on original adjective - - 

Erench - v r a 1 , Latin - v e r u s ) is now 
chiefly used as an adverb, s an adj. it is used 
only attributively :

i the very top G.80.
the very heart of the world L.2 6.

F. 1-33



3 4 -

Only Pre.diic.atively are used adj. be - 

■inning with -a , whizh goe back to old. formations 

of the preposition on + n o u n s,e.g. alive » 

on + life etc.
the girl is asleep G.49. gome of.

them were ajar D.M.18.5.

Analogous to these adj. also other adj. beginning 

with -a, but of different origin . occur only predi- 

catlvelv:

you were not a bit afraid (past partic. 
of the obsole+e verb "affray" ) or ashamed (past.. I

3ome of the adj. beginning with -a have developed 

forms without the -a for attributive use :

The lower people are alike Sh.Pl.246. ч
In like case M. 161. $

his face is alive G.148. 
like a live bull wId.64.

a live dog is better than a dead lion G.127.

The attributive form to alone Is lone:

they dwelt in a lone house A.9I.

The adj. glad never occurs as an attribute

in its usual meaning pleased; Glad 
tidings = good tidings , the glad eye («249 
- amorous or festive look (slang), vour moments' 
of glad g r a c e A. 269.,here glad is used 
у 1th the signification " bright, beštiful ".
With a similar signification it be used in 
Glad G h о s t s" L. 206. Lo
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W e 1 1 which is originally an adverb is very 

frequentlv used as ar predicative adj. meaning
V healthy . Attributely it occurs verv rarely;

I have found no examples of it in that p osition.

x Ill used pred icatively is the opposite 

of well. When used attributively its meaning chane 
* <•

ses to b a d . I 1 1 occurs as an attribute only

In reference to things :
no 1 1 1 will Sh.Pl.T6.

some ill chance M. 149.
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л
As I have alredy pointed out word order 

in .'odern English is much strict 

er than 1 n other Germanic 1 a r -

s. The. more inflections there are in a lan - 

sus ge "he more arbitrarily '-ords can be grouped to - 

gather. фЬе inflections show us the work each word 

has to do in the sentence, Tn ?'od-rn Enelish a word 

often ows its meaning to its position in the sentence. 

To change the order of words would mean in most ca -

■ l .

In English word order follows the so - called 

Rule of Proximity. Words, phra 

s e s and sentences that are logi­

cally associated must be grouped 

together as closely as n о s s 1 b le. 

'he adj. attribute is a 1 w а у в

' t

kxhXRxn. the noun It Qualifies. 

mhe n о r m a .1 place of the a t t r 1 *- u t e 

is in front of the substantive:

s .fin1- October morning in the north- e st quar­
ter of ' ondo Sh.Pl.IIT. A queer look of abstracted 
passion wtf on Joi " ares’ fat, pale , clean-shy 
face L. 262, this is perfectly monstrous weather Id.210.

XV./.



"hen ther are two or more adj. which 

modify a noun,that one which is most close-
iKM--»«.к

1 у corrected in meaning л is placed 

next to it . If they are all e q u a 1 in 

m e a r 1 n g their order may v a r y ;

It is regulated by the order in which the ideas 

present themselves t the writer or suer-ker :

those uglv, interesting , hum: ’ ar 's .-r9. 
long hlac’- hair Wld.70. a black er bis cat 71d. 36. 
handsome you nr fellows "'h."P.l46. a little old man 
ЗЬ.^.ТАб. all his ol d rase5 orate e.' gerness H.T04.(ln 
reference to things: adj. denoting 1 ge ■ rehot f=lt to 
be so closely conne.^e^ with them in meaning as they 
are when used e i Hi persons ).

и 1
Deviations from the common 7 A * 

ord-ord er occur uite fre uentlv : ( * Иlr * '
The u u 1 ord er of words is reversed h-n

the adj. t tribute is ёп! r-ened by a qualifyir- 

phrase :
no air native to re, no man kindled to me

tudeSh.P1.75. a Vyms as lovelv ae herself ''.'Id. 9. 
£ -js^ as inti rate as lov^ A. 50. a rar worth te ~ of . 

! ■
In th&-6l cases menti ned the ad 1. is placed 

after th' noun because it ca rot -ell be separated 
from the enlarge Ang words vith vhich it is in cl r,e 
connection.

The further exnlanati ?n given in t’ is case 
's th t the adj together with it - rl ■ T-eme nt is felt 
to be equal te ar abbreviated relative cl use 
and so has to take the same plsce s that would have . 1

s : m.
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") Post-positior of the adj attribute is quite 

frequent ’"hen the adj, is used t get' er with r u - 
■ erale denoting a n e a - u r °:

he’ lochs ten foot hlsh A. 124 .

Tn reference to g e л r ad ‘ . together 
with the numeral is nlaced very often befor the 
noun: ,

a four- 'Tev- rp- old child D. .12.4.
' ' fiftec -yci ns- ojd - or _ D/•. 12 . "4 .

seldom follow the noun. This is ostlv the case

>F.- +’■- verb 1 char ?ter In t1e has to be e -

ha C1 zed ;
lajor retired ^Ь.^.Тоб. tr 4 untold 

A.211. the few, living Sh.P. 37'. se u ept ...

4) Adj. ending In -able because of their 

verbal character are often placed after the noun: -

Loss 1 rren1 rable Sh.1D.I94. t' c "arQrs aya ’ lab* 
1.31. the noiseless smileimmovableL.103.

5) Post - positi n of E adj. attribute is found 

als after thin and thin " s. This may be 

expli 1 red by the fact that thes words —-co- 

are felt to e analogous to anythin ~ , 

something ard nothin-:

5 thin? - art ”.T 105. a t ing eternal . I 102.
t '
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6) Adj. which are вхйяиг" qualified by adverbs 

also mav follow their nounn :

an att5 entirely defensive .11.37. another 
■' noblem

Here post - position mav be explained by • m -

n h s s 1 s. In English the weakest part of a sentence

is the 1 * * * * * 7 8 I/'He. The beginning ar the end are the two

emphatic parts. The end is considered to be the

Most emphatic part. Therefore the adj.

attribute is often olaced at the cl se of a sentence .

7) Adj connected by a n d or o r for the 

за- of greater nrominence often hay-*' post - posi 

t J on :
a back - -round brown and dem W.I To6. her 

' ' ' I ■ '

The there are m "r-e tha two adjectives modify - 

' w." a noun, the ore prominent of the are placed after 

the noun:
a lom, ion" night, lev ; rd etema' L.66. 

he had dark eves, beautiful ard y-rv brl^t H.TT. 
far - off voices thin and de"i ic te .548.

Note: Here the adj. which are olaced after the 
. noun may be regarded also as undeveloped

relative clauses.

8) French influence is found in the following 

combinations : the blood royal 'id.72 the sum total 

L. T I. h or brldit ~h.T)l. °5б. #-v*-rc7— £
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9) Further have Post - position : next and 

last when sed with names of days and months :

on Sunday next, on Monday last etc.

Also opposite and similar :

one of a series similar L.TC. the table onnosite \ 249.

109 The ad', present ovf its mesning to 

its nosition in the sentence. Standing in front of a 

noun it has the signification : actual, mode m. 

Standing after ha a noun it means "being in the 

place in question " :

The greatest present danger one of the,
men present -ent out L. ?4. Margaret absent means 
more to me tha 'tartare t present W.I 251.

TT) №en we address a person,the adjective is

t ■

Mother dear, will you go out. G.36. How'are vou, 
mother dear^ 2.56.

Note: Then the ad" in such a case is separated 
from the noun by a comma, it can be looked 
unon as being substantivized :

Ftatateeta, dear , Sh."°.l66.

12) I poetry attributive ad’, not seldom are 

placed after the nouns they belong to у for the sake

metre, rythm a nd rhyme:

a aerrv red, a guileless look A.256. Kindness 
of wooed and wooer/ Seems shame to their love 
num. A. 209. All the world and this old bu 11 / In the fo­
rest be6ut.1fui . A . 125.
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When used a? a p.nediCative, the adj. 

usually stands after the ver* , . , , , , , which links it to t he 
nou n :

she yrew rev , id.T37. she wa - sil nt 'Vid. 137.

Here also reversion of thc common word - order often 

takes places. Th° predicated not seldom is out at the 

beginning of a sentence, in which olace it is much more 

emnhatic than in its normal place. This char e in the 

usual order of words very often is accompanied also 

by an inversion of the subject.

The common word - order of a sentence consisting о у 
the a

of subject andpredicste which has an adj. as comple • 

ment is ;
subject + verb + adjective .

Putting the adj. t the beginning of the sentence, we 
o-6'ah

re^sd^re sentences with the following order of words: 

adjective + subject + verb 
or 

adjective + verb + subject .

-’eversions of that •Ind are verv fre uent in

poetical and rhetorical a guage

Examples : 1 u e they are," she remarked.
I. T 163. aked were her feet ld. 17^. ,r h 1 t e r 
as the surf it vIE s , Vid. T16. Terribly c 61 d it certain­
ly was Vid. 219. 13 г о u d we were, 2 .35. And dead 
is all the innocence,A. 59. p 1 g h t you are, ' r. Bly 



Ephemena I, the productions of the estate may 
and Indeed must be . Лб. M о ' e c u r i o u s is 
the fact M. 227.

To mlve the ad’, still more prominence it often

is repeated : 
Dead, dead they are A. 199.
3 i t t e r, b 1 t t e r was his joy. Id. 17 

Inversion of the predicative in e x> c lama- 

t'rv clauses: ■

Hm, E x t r a о r d 1 n a r v girls are I G 
Happy are those interlud s ! M. 158.

Adj, preceded by how alvavs stand before the 

verb ' nd the subject :
How dell shtful it is! "1. 225. 

but how fic"'le is this acidemy of haste .238. H_qw , 
frail the body 1 - .194. Howconventi nal all vou

Except for the cases enti ncd also adj. 

"r en preceded bv s о mav be placed at the beginning 

of ■ sentence :
so S'e^t was her vо1ce Wld.T14.
so b autiful was she Wld. 192.

Inversions often are used to avoid monotony in .

the rythm of sentences. Monotony woule be the nr tur< 1 

r ^ul+ of a sequence of sentences of the same construction.

The following exannles taken from "Iide 

show us clearly how nuch of its besutylistyle ows 

to lnvep°1ons :
And the young king looked ■ t them and 

they re b= utiful. 'ore b^aut'ful w^re the' than ou kt
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that he hrd ever seen ’"Id. 36. The dead staff blossomed 
and bare lilies that yr.^T'' whiter- than f tine pearls. The 
dr" thorn bloss ~°d and bare roses theA '"^r- redder than

' I '
ttrr ?al rubi^" - - ' the noses............. 'nld.46.
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