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N Vum gloriofiffimum ceeli terrzqve Prin-
oy cipisnatalzm trimeltreabhincfolemniter
1)t celebraremus, Moluccas, facram piz me-
' ditanonis navigationem fulcipientes, &
BT TR=S, mpidw (alutavimus, qvd & illic bonz
gvicqvam frugis,in animz lapfu corruprz medicinam,
ecerperemus, Nuncadaliam maris Afjatici infulam,
Rhodum fcilicer,mentis qvadam velificatione divertere
lubet, utmorientis ibidem ac refurgentis Dominifive
imaginem five veftigiuminveniamus. Rhodus, unde
infufx nomen, totd qvondam orbe clariffima folis erat
civitas, & Archipelagi regina, totqve gloriz radiis coro-
nata paflim (uperbiebat. Portu gaudebar prorfus exi-
mio,in cujus oftio nominatiffimus conftiteratColoflus,
feptemimcrmundi relatus miracula, Cunélain hac
folis @atua ad naturz regulas tam perfe@té refponde-
bant,ut, ficuti Deucalionziolim hominesex lapidibus;
ita opus illud , divind qvodam artificié , ‘dfeiplo
produfle crederetur,  Vivaciflima ejus deprehendeba-
tur habitudo, qvi non foliminloco confifteret, fed (o
qvoque attollerer, Facies tantd eminebat venuftatis &
gravitatismixturd, utdifcerni neqvaqvam poflet; pluf-
neamabilicatis eniteret, qvz {olem decet; an majeltatis,
qveDEum, Talistum Rhodiusifteapparebat Colof-
fus, acinde fama [emperaliosatqvealios, ex diffitis lon-
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gé regionibus y populos ad ftupendum ejus fpectacu-
lum evocabat, Evocabatfimulimmaniflimos Sarace-
nos, qvi qvadraginta adduxerant navigia, velut totidem
caltellain mari zdificata, & terreltres copias pené infi-
nitas, ut totam fibi fubjicerentinfulam, aut funditus
~deftruerent.  Sexaginta protinus millia, viliflimums
vulgus,armatifubterram (¢, tanqvam diaboli ininfer-
" num, penetrant, mox;, per occultas foffas , & ignem &
furiasiplas, magnacum murorum parte, inaérem dif-
flacuri,  Atnunqvam Rhodusmagss fecura ac validius
claufa fuit, qvam tot & tam valtis apertaruinis. . Suc-
ceflerantqvippe,in murorum vicem, fortiflimi ordinis
Johannai Eqvites,in qvorum pedtoribus crux Domini
refulgebat fan&iflima,adeo utnulla maniorum parsva-
lentior,qvam gvaprociderat nullaqve impenetrabilior
effer,qvam qvz fic hofti patuerat. Qvid:qvodqvatuor
duriffimzimprefliones, qvibus uno Solimannus tem-
pore; diverfisin locis, totd virium [uarum potentid, ur-
bem arietavir, qvatuor extiterint mallea,ad barbararum
gentifl perniciem comparata, Uno duntaxat affuley, vi-
gintimillia trucidati impias in orco depofuére animas,
corpora verd pontus haufit, qvorum largiter bibit (an-
gvinem, laté peringens [patium tabd purpuratus fadif-
fimo. Ita toties, murorum fuorum ftagibus, victricia
hinc inde figna generofiflimi praduxerant Eqvites, &,

qvas ante pafli erant, clades in portas mutdrant trium-
fales,



fales, qveis hoc forté adfcribilemma poterat: IN AD-
VERSIS LETITIA. Vertimenim verd ubinullusin-
curllonum atqve pugnarum aderat finis , iplz tandem
vitoriz viftores confumebat fuos. Qvemadmodum.s
enim non hominibusf{oltim, fed metallis pariter, certas
annorum menfura prafixa, moriendiqve lex vel ided
impofitaeft, qvodviverevideanturs; fic incomparabilis
ifte Coloflus, qvi immortalitate multd cenfebatur dig-
niflimus, neqvidem annd zratis {uz fexté & qvingva-
gefimd defun@us interiit.  Ad hujus antem urbis la-
mentabilem exitum plus uniusdemum interni valebat
prodicorisperfidia, qvim trecentorum Turcarum mil-
lium foris pugnantium violentia,  Ex hifce, qv de
Rhodiisretulimus, ftupendoqve eorundem Coloflo,
non nihilforeaffis reperictur, qvod prafenti aliqvatenus
accommodari poterit tempori.  Vanum profe&o at-
qve futile fuit, qvicqvid vel artis, vel concinitatis, in efh-
¢ta folis fatua, tantopere pradicabantMajora utiqve &
lonjv’é occurrunteminentiora, qve inipfo Soleincreato,
Redemptore noftro, pius credentium cztus fubmifle
admiratur, indubitarti Edc fufcipit, & religiof6admo-
dumcultuprofeqvitur. Aternanamqve hzc abzterno
proceflitPatre imago,clarum de Lumine fparfitLumen,
ac imen{a mundimaniaorbesqve cceli peramplos pro-
duxit, Adinfinitam ejus bonitatemmeliorhominum
pars penitiffimé Rupuit, clim feintuendum polo demit-
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teret faluberrimé, Solqve canleftis in terra, fubtradista-
men majeftacis fuz radiisy difcurrerer.  Tenebrz, qvis
crederet? Lucem extingvere, ac vernz Dominum op-
primerehaud verebantur.  Imo, qvi invi&us, vinceba-
tur, qviinfinitus, conftringebatur, qvi omnipotens, ab
infirmis tenebatur.  Recutiti furore immenfis fupera-
bant parafangis Mufulmannos, acpernitiofos DEo pa-
tabantcuniculos, inferos qvofcunqvead fxderis convo-
c¢ando focietatem, qvofolidifimumhunc Coloflum,
Solis effeCtorem potentiffimum , vitali {uo privarent
fplendore, actandem obfcuratuminaére (ufpenderent.
Nonqvidem tum fortiffimi Johanna ordinis deerant
Eqvites; facratiflimi fulgentibus alis miniftri, ¢ qvorum
ccﬂxorte unuscum morte luGantiDomino in folamen.
apparuit. Verimnoluit Heros divinitate pleniflimus,
¢ bedrfpums, héc ftipatus incedere fervitid, utpote qui fa-
cillimeé duodecim advocare fibi in fatellitium legiones
potuiffet, Uni proinde cidemqve foli pugnam placuic
aggrediacerrimam, acutiilimos fuftinere dolores, im-
maniflima tolerare verbera, acfponté hoftium cedere_s
procacitati turpiffime, Echioceft,qvod uranius iffe
Coloffus, qviomniaomnium {eculorum fuperabat mi-
racula,anteqvartum & trigefimum atatis {uz annum.,
in crucem fublatus, indeqvefub terram reconditus fue-
rit, Sicut autem Ottomannicabeftia hamatis corripere
acdeftruere ungyvibus Rhodum minimé valuifler, nitfj
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qvif?vam ex ejusincolis;nefand4 ad hoftes proditiones
tranfiiffer ; atqvefic extremam inexpugnabili fortalitio
perniciem procuriffers Similiter Judas, exaddiQiffimo
Chrifti {odalitioinproditorem fcelefté formatus, tranfs
verfieffecitmente, utleviadmodumacpudendd pretid,
ditiffimus omnium idemqve fupremus Monarchaillis
traderetur, qvi perfe@iflimum deftruereopus, Deum§;
a feculisbenedi®um necare intendebant. Nihilominus
tandem profperrimé heic cedebant emnia, & acerbifli+
moslugentium ejulatus gratiflima excipiebant epinicia.
Impoflibile qvippefuit , ut vitz necilqve Dominus in
oblcuro detineretur dormitorio; fed tertid mox die cla-
riffimé furrexit, horrendas hoftium circomjacentiumy
umbras ocyflimé diffipans. Qv4 enim ratione zternz
virtutisColoffus abinimica deftrui mann poterats Num
Sol ifte infinitd fulgore fud hoc illuftrare univerfum de.
fieret? Acceditemodo pavidi Chriftiana pietatismilitess
acfurgenti ¢ mortuisDomino lztanteraccinite. . Nunc
non clypeis duntaxat, fed animis, in perpetunam lu@an-
tisahqvandiu, & per totdifficultates feliciflimeé eluttan-
tis; Ducisveftri memoriam, hac infigite verba; IN AD-
VERSIS LETITIA, Adfpicite rntilantiflimum Re-
demptoris veftricorpus, qvod mortischeut caliginevi=
diftisobfcuratum : adfpiciteimmortale » qvod panla
antemortunm deploriftis: adfpiciteimpafhibile, qvod
fvos fubirecruciatus confpexifgs : adfpicite misdagli- -
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tatedecoratum; qvod malediéto crucis lignovidiftisalli-
gatum. Sicnempe decebar, utlan&umDomini corrup-
tionem'non fentiret, novoqve huicSimf{oni renafceren-
tur capilli, Quinaudader id affererelicebit, qvod Sion,
arx Altiffimi,nunqvam magisextiteritinvincibilis,qvam

oftqvamtota Er:'bi rabies cum perfidoerumpererApel-
a,atqve locum huncomnium pulcerrimum evertere_
conaretur. Atdextra DEi exaltaca Soliserexit Colof-
{fum, CHRISTUM ¢ mortuis ad vitz lumen fufcitavit,
hoftesqve conftanter improbos tartareis fepelivir tene-
bris. Qvidproin trepidatisNumini in folidum dicata
peétoras Eccurtam la;_giter ploratis? Qvem amiffum.
qveruli qvaritis? Tranfiitio tempus pavoris ac timoris,
nox atradivinz receflit indignationis , lomen falutaris
gratiztellurem paffim illuftrat, ac fuosmire exbilarat in-
colas, Satisjam lacrumarum fufum, fatis paffionum.
exantlatum, fatisludibriorumaudicumeft. Verenunc
redeunte{vaviffimé, ac {fuperatd dirz hiemisinclemen-
ti4, cunQarurfusvigere, ridere &vivereincipiunt, 4lu-
cemtotimundo aulpicatiffimam! 6 lztiffimam triftifli-
mzaffliGionis cataftrophen! Dominusgloriofiffimé re-
duxplan@um inrifum, iramin favorem, bellum in pa-
cem, mortem in vitam,acinfernum in ccelum convertit,
Hoc firmitercredamus , Pafchali noftro Coloflo om-
nem omnind honoremexdebito deferentes, . Dabam
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