Preface

The program committee is delighted to present the proceedings of the 8th International Con-
ference on Historical Cryptology (HISTOCRYPT 2025). The conference will be held on June
16-18, 2025 in Poznan, Poland.

Following the tradition of previous HISTOCRYPT conferences, HISTOCRYPT addresses all
aspects of historical cryptography and cryptanalysis. It is inherently cross-disciplinary, incorpo-
rating work from various fields such as mathematics, history, computer science, Al, computa-
tional linguistics, linguistics, and image processing. The conference’s topics include, but are not
limited to, the use of cryptography in military, diplomacy, business, and other areas, the use of
automatic methods including Al in the field of historical cryptology, unsolved historical cryp-
tograms, cipher machines, the history of cryptography, the roots of modern ciphers in historical
cryptology, linguistic aspects of cryptology, the influence of cryptography on the course of his-
tory, cryptology and its connections to neighbouring fields of study, and teaching and promoting
cryptology in schools, universities, and the public.

The scientific program was compiled by an international scientific program committee, con-
sisting of researchers in computer science, cryptology, history, intelligence, language technol-
ogy, and linguistics. The program committee welcomed submissions in two tracks: regular
papers up to 10 pages (including appendices, excluding references) on substantial, original, and
unpublished research, including evaluation results, where appropriate; and short papers up to 4
pages (including appendices, excluding references) on smaller, focused contributions, work in
progress, negative results, surveys, tutorials, or opinion pieces.

The conference received 24 submissions from all over the world, including from Albania,
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Czechia, France, Germany, Ghana, Hungary, Indonesia,
Israel, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Norway, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United King-
dom, United States.

The program committee aimed to compile a high-quality program with a wide variety of
topics by conducting a double-blind review process. Each submission was evaluated by at least
three expert reviewers in the corresponding field. The reviews were synchronized and, if neces-
sary, thoroughly discussed among the reviewers and area chairs of the program committee. The
final selection was based on their recommendations and discussions. In the end, we accepted 15
regular papers and 4 short papers for publication, resulting in a total of 19 papers (79% accep-
tance rate). One accepted paper was later withdrawn by the author. The remaining 18 accepted
submissions are included in this volume, organized alphabetically by the surname of the first
author.

For the conference in Poznain, we have invited three keynote speakers who have graciously
accepted our invitation. They are:

* Frangois Desset,
European archaeologist and philologist specializing in Ancient Near Eastern history, Uni-
versité de Liege/Tehran University/ArchéOrient, he led the decipherment of Linear Elamite
writing, an ancient script used in southern Iran between the late 3rd and early 2nd millen-
nium BCE;



* Marek Grajek,
freelance researcher, he is a retired consultant in cryptology applications and a historian
of the discipline, he is the author of more than a dozen books in this field;

* Kevin Knight,
chief scientist, Threeven Labs, he has co-authored over 150 research papers on natural
language processing, as well as the widely adopted textbook “Artificial Intelligence”.

Organizing a conference and a peer-review process always relies on the goodwill and sup-
port of many colleagues to take their valuable time and contribute to an interesting and fruitful
program. First of all, I would like to thank the local organizing committee: Piotr Bojarski and
Marcin Stomiriski for the great collaboration and the great conference location, and for managing
the ticketing system. My special thanks goes to all area chairs of the program committee: Car-
ola Dahlke, Benedek Ldng, Bedta Megyesi, and Michelle Waldispiihl for their substantial support
and for many constructive online-meetings. I also want to thank the 23 reviewers for their time,
effort, and constructive feedback during the review process. In addition, I would like to thank
all the authors who have made these proceedings possible. Lastly, I would like to express my
gratitude to Arno Wacker and Christoph Ruhl for managing the conference website.

Bratislava, May 8, 2025

Eugen Antal
Program Chair of HISTOCRYPT 2025
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