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Abstract

The affable relationship between the European populist radical right and the Russian regime is
well-documented and longstanding. However, the various populist radical right parties in Europe
are not a monolith: the Western European parties tend to have a positive attitude towards Russia,
while in Central and Eastern Europe, attitudes range from outright positive to staunchly hostile,
with geographical proximity and historical animosity being the deciding factors in engendering
negative attitudes towards Russia. However, the populist radical right of Georgia stands out as
an aberration, with a uniformly positive attitude despite its geographical proximity and centuries
of conflict with Russia. Most explanations of this affinity have focused on allegations of Russian
financial or political support for the Georgian populist radical right, arguing that they are simple
stooges to the Kremlin. This approach, however, overlooks local motivations for far-right and
Russian-friendly sentiments, ignores the agency of the populist radical right and the ideological
attraction of the Russian regime. Instead, to thoroughly elucidate this apparent tension, this
thesis relied on qualitative thematic analyses of social media posts made by two emblematic
representatives of Georgia's populist radical right—the Alliance of Patriots of Georgia and the
Conservative Movement—along with two field interviews of their leaders. The findings
highlight an underappreciated phenomenon, namely the ability of Russia to engender genuine
ideological attraction, which, in the case of the Georgian populist radical right, is bolstered by
perceptions of mutual connections and pragmatic relations between the two countries. This
affinity is further driven by perceived threats to Georgia’s cultural and political sovereignty,
emanating from a hegemonic liberal West, along with alleged threats to Georgia’s territorial

sovereignty posed by imperialist Turkey, bolstered by feelings of geographical isolation.
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“It 1s about time to acknowledge that these political actors, whom
we would prefer to disregard for the evident mismatch between
their values and liberal values, are not simply lacking in political
agency as pawns of the Kremlin.”

- Vincent Charles Keatinga and Katarzyna Kaczmarska'

Introduction

Since the turn of the millennium, the populist radical right have seen sustained electoral
and political successes across Europe. With this success came both lavish media attention and an
increased academic interest, ranging from definitional debates to explorations of the causes and
consequences of the rise of the populist radical right. Regarding the latter point, while the impact
of the popular radical right on “people, parties, policies and polities™ is hotly debated, perhaps
its greatest threat is to liberal democracy itself.> However, the challenges generated by its rise
are not limited to the domestic sphere—they concern the geopolitical status quo, too. The
populist radical right of Europe tend to be vocal Eurosceptics, being ‘“strong opponents of

European integration and supranationalism,”

while simultaneously espousing a degree of
hostility, or at least strong skepticism, towards the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO),
based on the perceived need for independent and sovereign foreign policy.” This divergence
from the mainstream of European foreign policy is also visible in their views on Russia. Even in
the aftermath of Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea in 2014, which was roundly condemned
by Europe’s capitals, the populist radical right went against the stream, forging closer ties with
the Kremlin and, at times, outright condoning the annexation of Ukraine’s sovereign territory.°®
However, the various populist radical right parties in Europe are not a coherent monolith. Both

in the domestic and foreign domains, the populist radical right across the continent differ in

opinions, attitudes and outlooks, driven by variations in “ideology, identity and motivations

! Vincent Charles Keatinga and Katarzyna Kaczmarska, “Conservative Soft Power: Liberal Soft Power Bias and the
‘Hidden’ Attraction of Russia,” Journal of International Relations and Development 22, no. 2 (January 2017), 20.

2 Cas Mudde, “Three Decades of Populist Radical Right Parties in Western Europe: So What?,” European Journal
of Political Research 52, no. 1 (January 2013), 6.

3 Tjitske Akkerman, Sarah L. de Lange and Matthijs Rooduijn, eds., Radical Right-Wing Populist Parties in Western
Europe: Into the Mainstream? (New York: Routledge, 2016), 1-2; Mudde, "Three Decades,” 6, 10—11; Cas Mudde,
Populist Radical Right Parties in Europe (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 155-7; “Five Views: Is
Populism Really a Threat to Democracy?,” European Politics and Policy, London School of Economics and
Political Science, 24 July, 2017,
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2017/07/24/is-populism-really-a-threat-to-democracy/.

* Gilles Ivaldi and Emilia Zankina, eds., The Impacts of the Russian Invasion of Ukraine on Right-Wing Populism in
Europe, (Brussels: European Center for Populism Studies, 2023), 18.

> Toby Greene, “Natural Allies? Varieties of Attitudes Towards the United States and Russia Within the French and
German Radical Right,” Nations and Nationalism (May 2023): 5, 13.

6 Ivaldi and Zankina, Impacts of the Russian Invasion, 34, 145, 161-3.



combining in complex and idiosyncratic ways.”” As such, while a shared Euro-Atlantic
skepticism tends to be the norm among the populist radical right of Europe, attitudes towards
Russia vary. Unlike the vast majority of their Western European counterparts, the Central and
Eastern European component of the populist radical right—due to geographical proximity and
historical animosity—tends to have a negative, if not outright hostile, view of Russia. But there
is one notable exception: the populist radical right in Georgia.®

Even though the South Caucasian republic of Georgia has a long history of conflict with
and animosity towards Russia—including in recent times—its populist radical right parties tend
to have a committed if not outright positive attitude towards Russia. For example, the
parliamentary successful Alliance of Patriots of Georgia and the more recently established
Conservative Movement have both had a close dialogue with the Kremlin, with the latter calling
for the establishment of allied relations between Georgia and Russia.” The renewed fighting in
Ukraine did little to change this Russian-centric stance. Both parties shifted the blame away
from Russia and on to NATO, which they accused of instigating a conflict between “brothers
and cousins of the same faith,”'® as the Chairman of the Alliance of Patriots put it. The
Conservative Movement echoed—and sometimes directly shared— Kremlin propaganda.' It is
this surprising combination—a history of conflict and animosity with Russia and a positive
outlook towards the country among Georgia’s populist radical right—that is the focus of this
thesis. Its objective is to clarify the local political logics behind this attitude, leading to the
following research question: Why does the Georgian populist radical right have a positive
attitude towards Russia and what are the driving forces behind this affinity? This thesis will
argue that the positive attitude displayed by the Georgian populist radical right towards Russia is
motivated by a genuine ideological attraction, bolstered by perceptions of mutual connections

and pragmatic relations between the two countries. This affinity is further driven by perceived

7 Greene, “Natural Allies,” 13.

8 “The Russian Connection: The Spread of Pro-Russian Policies on the European Far-Right,” Political Capital
Institute, 13 April 2014, www.riskandforecast.com/post/in-depth-analysis/the-russianconnection 803.html; Michael
Cole, “A Taste of Georgia: Far Right Populism with a Unique Georgian Flavour,” Populism 3, no. 2 (November
2020): 205-6.

? “Georgian Opposition MPs Meet Russian Lawmakers in Moscow,” Civil. Ge, 12 July 2017,
https://civil.ge/archives/217856; Thea Morrison, “Georgian Opposition Alliance of Patriots to Visit Russia, Again,”
Georgia Today, 4 June 2018,
http://gtarchive.georgiatoday.ge/news/9805/Georgian-Opposition-Alliance-of-Patriots-to- Visit-Russia%2C-Again;
“Russian, Georgian Parliamentarians Meet at Duma for First Time in Years,” Interfax, 7 November 2021,
https://interfax.com/newsroom/top-stories/27478/; “Kremlin Backs Call of Alliance of Patriots of Georgia to
Improve Two Countries’ Relations,” TASS, 13 August 2021, https://tass.com/politics/1325615; “Alt-Right
Inaugurates Anti-Liberal, Russia-Friendly Party,” Civil.Ge, 20 November 2021, https://civil.ge/archives/456863;
“Russian ‘Alternative for Georgia,”” iFact, 23 February 2021, https://ifact.ge/en/russian-alternative-for-georgia/.

' Irma Inashvili, appendix B, post no. 10; Irma Inashvili, appendix B, post no. 8.

' Shota Martinenko, appendix F, post no. 8; Shota Martinenko, appendix F, post no. 13; Shota Martinenko,
appendix F, post no. 19; Irakli Martinenko, appendix E, post no. 7.



threats to Georgia's sovereignty, emanating from a hegemonic liberal West and imperialist

Turkey, and bolstered by feelings of geographical isolation.

Research justification

This research is especially relevant at this historical moment. The Georgian state is
currently facing a plethora of challenges, including but not limited to a fraught European Union
(EU) association process, increasing political polarization marked by antagonistic and radical
rhetoric and a government undergoing an increasingly conservative, right-wing pivot and
accused of overseeing a democratic backsliding.'” The rise of the populist radical right adds a
potentially grave challenge to this situation. The populist radical right looks to the upcoming
parliamentary elections in Georgia, which are scheduled for October 2024, with increasing
confidence, and has already taken credit for the aforementioned governmental pivot, including
its overtures towards Russia."”® Georgia’s political system is already already highly polarized, so
if the populist radical right were to secure anything close to the support they claim to enjoy (both
the Alliance of Patriots and the Conservative Movement argue they will secure at least 10% of
the vote, yet both consistently poll at around 1-2%'*), they would be well-positioned to become
a decisive force in Georgian politics and society. However, a potential lack of electoral success
does not mean that the populist radical right would not be politically influential. To the contrary,
the populist radical right generally thrive as outsiders in opposition to the political status quo,
and Georgia is no exception. For example, before their entry into parliament, the leaders who

would go on to establish the Alliance of Patriots took credit for releasing damning footage of

12 Régis Genté, “Broken Dream: The Oligarch, Russia, and Georgia’s Drift from Europe,” European Council on
Foreign Relations, 21 December 2022, 1-4, 16; Or¢un Caligskan, “Democratic Backsliding in Georgia and the Role
of the Rivalry Between the Georgian Dream and the United National Movement,” Journal of Liberty and
International Affairs 9, no. 2 (2023), 386—7; Kornely Kakachia and Nino Samkharadze, “People’s Power or Populist
Pawns? Examining Georgia’s New Anti-Western Political Movement,” Georgian Institute of Politics Policy Memo
64 (December 2023), 1-10; Levan Kakhishvili, David Keshelava, Giorgi Papava and David Sichinava, “Georgia's
Political Landscape: Diversity, Convergence and Empty Spots,” Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (October 2021), 31-2;
Archil Gegeshidze and Thomas de Waal, “Divided Georgia: A Hostage to Polarization,” Carnegie Europe, 8
December 2021, https://carnegieeurope.eu/2021/12/08/divided-georgia-hostage-to-polarization-pub-85937; Vicken
Cheterian, “Internal Divisions in Georgia Threaten Its European Dream,” 4/ Majalla, 25 July 2023,
https://en.majalla.com/node/296146/politics/internal-divisions-georgia-threaten-its-european-dream?fbclid=IwAROt
LU 3YDX6LfVISIxGruoT9r bz7FyxQDmas7KGSRVR-E9O_720zwQ-61_aem AQQwZKfzeHcKzmgRKINkgRr
t2k0j9gBOIIEuXpDW9ursQNcNeXz-BESM3k30 1 vrpdys&mibextid=Zxz2cZ.

13 Konstantine Morgoshia, (Co-founder, Conservative Movement), in interview with author, Tbilisi, Georgia, 17
June, 2023; Davit Tarkhan-Mouravi, (Chairman, Alliance of Patriots of Georgia), in interview with author, Tbilisi,
Georgia, 14 June, 2023; Irakli Martinenko, appendix E, post no. 1; Shota Martinenko, appendix F, post no. 11;
Shota Martinenko, appendix F, post no. 5; Shota Martinenko, appendix F, post no. 2.

'* Tarkhan-Mouravi, in interview with author; Morgoshia, in interview with author; “Edison Research - 3stgogdols
Jmwogoggmo Mgogobgo,” Formula NEWS, 20 June 2023, https://formulanews.ge/News/92771; “New Survey Puts
Ruling Party Approval at 53%,” Agenda.Ge, 11 May, 2023, https://agenda.ge/en/news/2023/1853; “Public Opinion
Survey Residents of Georgia | September 2022,” International Republican Institute, 7 November 2022,
www.iri.org/resources/public-opinion-survey-residents-of-georgia-september-2022/.
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prison abuse shortly before the 2012 elections, which allegedly contributed to the political
downfall of (now former) Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili."> Likewise, the Conservative
Movement argues that their communication with the Kremlin was key to Russia recently lifting
visa and flight restrictions on Georgia.'® Even as an extra-parliamentary force, the populist
radical right is more than capable of influencing political systems and societies at large.
Furthermore, the current government, led by the Georgian Dream party, has already been
accused of being in cahoots with certain actors from the Georgian populist radical right, using
them to (physically) attack the opposition, media organizations and NGOs while maintaining
plausible deniability.'” The government allegedly turned a blind eye to the attack on the 2021
Tbilisi Pride and refrained from prosecuting the organizers of the attack.' The 2023 Tbilisi
Pride saw a near-exact repetition of these events.'” While there is no concrete evidence to prove
these accusations, the rhetoric of Georgian Dream is increasingly overlapping with that of the
populist radical right—to the latter’s delight and, they claim, due to their influence.”® Georgian
Dream’s adoption of increasingly conservative, right-wing and anti-liberal narratives, along with
the assertiveness and physical confidence of the populist radical right speak volumes on the
dangers posed by the rise of the populist radical right, not only to Georgia’s political systems,
but to its society as a whole and minority groups in particular.

Lastly, while concrete evidence is again scarce, it is clear that Russia has actively

attempted to influence Georgian politics.”’ Most discussions of the populist radical right in

15 Tarkhan-Mouravi, in interview with author; Irma Inashvili, appendix B, post no. 16.

' Morgoshia, in interview with author; Irakli Martinenko, appendix E, post no. 1; Shota Martinenko, appendix F,
post no. 5; Shota Martinenko, appendix F, post no. 3; Shota Martinenko, appendix F, post no. 1.

17 Tamta Gelashvili, “Opportunities Matter: The Evolution of Far-Right Protest in Georgia,” Europe-Asia Studies
75, no. 4 (2023), 667; Tamta Gelashvili, “Political Opportunities for the Extreme Right in Georgia,” Georgian
Institute of Politics Policy Memo 20 (May 2019), 6; Tomas Baranec, “Rise of the Georgian Extreme-right: Lessons
from the EU,” Strategic Policy Institute (December 2018), 14; “Signs of Impunity and Government Loyalty to
Alt-Info and Conservative Movement Leaders are Obvious,” Social Justice Center, 24 May 2022,
https://socialjustice.org.ge/en/products/ashkaraa-dausjelobisa-da-khelisuflebis-loialobis-nishnebi-alt-infosa-da-kons
ervatiuli-modzraobis-liderebis-mimart.

'8 Mariam Kiparoidze, “Georgian Far-Right Launches Disinformation Campaign Following Death of Journalist
Beaten in Anti-LGBTQ Attack,” Coda Story, 13 July 2021,
https://www.codastory.com/disinformation/far-right-lgbtq-georgia/; Nini Gabritchidze, “Rise of Georgian Alt-Right
Group Sparks Fear of Unrest,” Eurasianet, 23 March 2022,
https://eurasianet.org/rise-of-georgian-alt-right-group-sparks-fear-of-unrest; “Signs of Impunity.”

19 “Anti-LGBTQ+ Protesters Break Up Pride Event in Georgian Capital Tbilisi,” The Guardian, 9 July 2023,
www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jul/09/anti-Igbtq-protesters-break-up-pride-event-in-georgian-capital-tbilisi;
Lyric Li, “Tbilisi Pride Canceled after Far-Right Mob Storms Festival,” The Washington Post, 9 July 2023,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/07/09/georgia-tbilisi-pride-anti-gay/.

2 Morgoshia, in interview with author; Sputnik [py3us, “3agem ['pysuu Poccus, umm Uto mumepot
‘KoHcepBaTuBHOTO ABIOKeHHS nenatoT B Mockge,” JI3eH post, 28 October 2022,

https://dzen.ru/a/Y 1vjGBefxShd3odF; Shota Martinenko, appendix F, post no. 11; Shota Martinenko, appendix F,
post no. 2.

I Niklas Nilsson, “Between Russia’s ‘Hybrid’ Strategy and Western Ambiguity: Assessing Georgia’s
Vulnerabilities,” The Journal of Slavic Military Studies 34 , no. 1 (June 2021), 66—7.
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Georgia centers on allegations of Russian financial and political support.”> However, in Georgia,
with its long-standing economic, political and cultural ties with Russia, these allegations are not
unique to the populist radical right.”* Nor are they unique to Georgia, as many Western and
Central European populist radical right parties openly cultivate close political, personal and
financial ties with the Kremlin. But Russian influence and interference can be highly
dangerous.** Russia has a long history of meddling in neighboring countries, supporting various
actors and autocrats it sees as friendly or valuable. If Georgia’s political elite does align itself
more closely with the Russian regime, either through the electoral triumph of the Georgian
populist radical right or through their successful shifting of narratives and priorities, Russia’s
presence will undoubtedly prove to be exceedingly difficult to weed out later on. But the almost
single-minded focus on the allegations of Russian support for the Georgian populist radical right
runs the risk of overlooking the local motivations for far-right Russian-friendly sentiments,
ignoring the agency of the populist radical right and the genuine ideological attraction of the
Russian regime.” If the threat posed by the rise of the populist radical right towards the fragile
democratic institution of Georgia is to be countered, the first step is to understand what drives it
and its narratives. Underestimating the populist radical right as a genuine political force and
discounting the impact it can have—both on political systems and society as a whole—is

counterproductive at best and dangerous at worst.

Thesis structure

This thesis analyzes the Georgian populist radical right’s positive attitude towards
Russia, what drives it and how this affinity is reconciled with a history of conflict and animosity
between Georgia and Russia. The thesis will show that the affinity must be seen in the context of

a perceived Western hegemony threatening the Georgian nation, along with a genuine attraction

*2 “Russian ‘Alternative for Georgia,” iFact; Gabritchidze, “Rise of Georgian alt-right”; “Gmam ogligds

10 -008mls” JoMgools gyemods,” mtisambebi.ge, 29 March 2022,
https://mtisambebi.ge/news/item/1493-rogor-ivseba-%E2%80%9Ealt-inpos%E2%80%9D-partiis-ybulaba; Beka
Chedia, “Russian Interference in Georgian Politics: The Activation of Ultra-Right Forces,” The Jamestown
Foundation, 17 August 2021,
https://jamestown.org/program/russian-interference-in-georgian-politics-the-activation-of-ultra-right-forces/;
“Alliance of Patriots Makes a Stir: What Were Pro-Russian, Georgian Politicians Doing in Abkhazia?,” JAMnews,
27 August 2020, https://jam-news.net/alliance-of-patriots-abkhazia-visit-lasha-sakania/; “Nativist ‘Georgian March’
Movement Becomes Political Party,” Civil.Ge, 3 July 2020, https://civil.ge/archives/358303; Michael Cecire, “The
Kremlin Pulls on Georgia,” Foreign Policy, 9 March 2015,
https://foreignpolicy.com/2015/03/09/the-kremlin-pulls-on-georgia/.

2 Genté, “Broken Dream,” 4-8.

24 Nilsson, “Between Russia,” 66—7.

2 Tamta Gelashvili, “Blame It on Russia? The Danger of Geopolitical Takes on Georgia’s Far Right,” Eurasianet,
10 July 2021,
https://eurasianet.org/perspectives-blame-it-on-russia-the-danger-of-geopolitical-takes-on-georgias-far-right.
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towards Russia. The thesis is divided into four chapters. The first chapter lays out the theoretical
framework of the thesis, defining the key concept of this study—the populist radical right—as a
distinct and coherent party family, while noting the unique attributes of its Central and Eastern
Europe iterations along with the locally contingent features of the Georgian populist radical
right. This chapter also discusses the relationship between the populist radical right of Europe
and Russia, including its regional divergences and drivers. Lastly, it elucidates the tension
between Georgia’s antagonistic history with Russia and the Georgian populist radical right’s
affinity towards Russia. The second chapter explains the choice of case study and surveys the
political parties and movements which were not included in this study. The third chapter
discusses the methodological approach chosen to answer the thesis’ research question, an
inductive study relying on qualitative thematic analysis of social media posts and field
interviews. This chapter also presents the ethical and moral questions posed by this study. The
fourth and final chapter analyzes the research material, using illustrative examples to highlight
the findings of this study, and discusses the overarching findings. Lastly, the conclusion presents

the key points of the thesis, including its contribution to the field and avenues of future research.

13



Chapter 1: Theoretical framework

The aim of this chapter is to explain the key concept of this study, namely the “populist
radical right.” However, the chapter will not delve too deep into the debate surrounding the term,
as this thesis is not intended as a conceptual study. Instead, the chapter will set forth a definition
of the populist radical right as a coherent party family and distinguish it from related concepts
such as conservatism, extreme right, etc. While avoiding a lengthy definitional debate, the
chapter will discuss the unique attributes of the populist radical right in Central and Eastern
Europe and its relation to Georgia, making it clear that the term populist radical right can easily
be applied to the Georgian context, despite its geographical isolation. The chapter will then
break down the relationship between Russia and the European populist radical right and describe
the regional divergences in attitudes towards Russia, presenting possible explanations for this.
Lastly, a brief summary of Georgia’s fraught relationship with Russia will be given, in which the
discrepancy between the above-mentioned assumptions and the actual reality of the Georgian
populist radical right’s attitudes towards Russia will be established. By the end of this chapter, it
will be clear that the populist radical right of Georgia goes against a marked trend within the

wider party family to which it belongs.

1.1. Conceptualizing the “populist radical right”

This thesis adheres to the definition of the populist radical right laid out by the Dutch
academic who coined the term, Cas Mudde, which has gained widespread consensus.” As
Mudde defines it, the populist radical right is characterized by three core features, the first and
most important being nativism. While it is similar to nationalism, Mudde—drawing on
Hans-Georg Betz—defines the nativism of the populist radical right as more distinctly
xenophobic.?” That is, as “an ideology, which holds that states should be inhabited exclusively
by members of the native group (‘the nation’) and that nonnative elements (persons and ideas)
are fundamentally threatening to the homogenous nation-state.”?® It is, however, important to
note that “while all populist radical right parties are nationalist, only subsets of the nationalist
parties are populist radical right.”® There is, as such, no need to discuss a separate form of

nationalist populism, since nationalist parties which are populist can be subsumed under the

26 Jasper Muis and Tim Immerzeel, “Radical Right Populism,” Sociopedia (January 2016), 1-2; Hans-Georg Betz,
“The Two Faces of Radical Right-Wing Populism in Western Europe,” The Review of Politics 55, no. 4 (1993), 664,
Jens Rydgren, “The Sociology of the Radical Right,” Annual Review of Sociology 33, no. 1 (2007), 242-3; Agnes
Akkerman, Cas Mudde and Andrej S. Zaslove, “How Populist Are the People? Measuring Populist Attitudes in
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term “populist radical right.”** Furthermore, while the nativism of the populist radical right is
similar to that of its counterparts in the extreme right, there is one key feature which sets the two
apart. While both belong under the umbrella term “far-right,” the extreme right is inherently
antidemocratic but the radical right is not. However, the radical right’s apparent affinity for
democracy should be taken with a grain of salt, as it can stem from strategic considerations and
is not necessarily genuine. But its lack of inherent antidemocratic features sets the radical
right—including its populist iterations—apart from the extreme right. Lastly, while the populist
radical right tends to be centered on an opposition to immigration and multiculturalism, Mudde’s
definition of nativism includes hostile attitudes towards indigenous minorities, too, which is
crucial for the populist radical right in Central and Eastern Europe.”!

The second core feature of the populist radical right is authoritarianism, which refers to
an individual or group’s general disposition towards being subservient to authority, believing
that it should be trusted, respected and glorified and that critique of it should be punished:* in
other words, “the belief in a strictly ordered society, in which infringements of authority are to
be punished severely.”® This subservience towards authority is, however, neither blind nor
absolute and can be rebelled against under certain circumstances. It must be noted that in its
authoritarianism and nativism, the populist radical right shares two of its three core features with
conservatism, which is defined by authoritarianism, traditionalism, religiosity and nationalism.
However, while they are present in the ideological makeup of some parties in the populist
radical right, tradition and religion are not inherent to the movement as a whole. Further,
conservatism tends to adhere to neoliberalist economics, which is at odds with the populist
radical right, who rank socio-economic issues as secondary and are not necessarily
neoliberalist.** Lastly, when it is present, the nationalist feature of conservatism is more akin to
loyalty to the nation, as opposed to a more strictly xenophobic nativism.* Lastly, while it is not
inherently antidemocratic, as noted above, the populist radical right does tend to rally against
liberal democracy. Being “highly skeptical about minority rights and the politics of
compromise™® inherent to liberal democracy, the populist radical right have on many occasions
attempted to limit said rights and undermine the checks and balances of political institutions,

such as the judiciary and media. That being said, while this definition of authoritarianism does
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not include an inherent antidemocratic attitude, it does not preclude one either.*’

The third core feature of the populist radical right is, perhaps unsurprisingly, populism.
As Mudde sees it, populism should not be defined as a mere political style but as a thin-centered
ideology which views society as shaped by an antagonistic struggle between two groups, “the
pure people” and “the corrupt elite.”*® As Jens Rydgren points out, this “corrupt elite” is often
represented by established parties—both in government and opposition—who “do not compete
but collude,™’ to the detriment of the “pure people.” In the antagonistic struggle, the populist
radical right presents itself “as the real champions of [...] the common man.”* As a
thin-centered ideology, populism adopts and incorporates ideological components from more
full-fledged ideologies, depending on its local context.”’ Lastly, the thin-centeredness of the
populist radical right can, in turn, help explain the aforementioned differences in opinions,

attitudes and outlook observed among its many European iterations.*

1.2. The populist radical right in Central and Eastern Europe
While Mudde provides a distinct, succinct and easily operationalized definition of the
populist radical right—“i.e. political parties with a core ideology that is a combination of

»$__the apparent divergence within the European

nativism, authoritarianism, and populism
populist radical right in their attitudes towards Russia illustrates the variation within this party
family. This is also reflected in theoretical debate about the populist radical right. It has been
noted that its Central and Eastern European iterations ‘“share similar characteristics which

»# and while these

differentiate them from the [populist radical right] in Western Europe,
differences are not radical enough to necessitate a distinct Central and Eastern European
concept, they are still crucial for fully understanding the local characteristics and consequences
of the populist radical right in the region.** Including Georgia: While Georgia is not always
geographically grouped with Central and Eastern Europe, it is shaped by the same historical

legacies as that region, justifying its inclusion in the Central and Eastern European framework.
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According to Michael Minkenberg, the differences between the populist radical right in
Western and in Central and Eastern Europe can be attributed to “the historical forces of state
socialism and the [post-Cold War] transformation process.”*® These specific historical legacies
have, in turn, led to a “political culture with low levels of trust, a weak rootedness of the party
systems in society and diverging cleavage patterns, a different set of issues feeding the radical
right, and a mainstream which is more sympathetic towards nationalism than in Western
Europe.”™” For example, due to the development of a weak and fluid party system in Central and
Eastern Europe, political parties tend to come and go at almost breakneck speed, usually without
significant electoral successes. This is also true for the populist radical right of Central and
Eastern Europe, which often emerge from single-issue social and street movements, rather than
starting out as fully-formed political parties.*® As for the prevalence of cultural and ethnic
nationalism in national politics and society as a whole, it has forced the populist radical right of
Central and Eastern Europe to adopt more “antidemocratic and anti-system visions of a new

% in order to distinguish itself from the rest of the political pack.” Further, their

political order
nativism tends to include “glorification of authoritarian regimes of the not so distant past,”*' and
compared to the anti-immigration stance that is common to their Western counterparts, the
nativism of the populist radical right in Central and Eastern Europe is often aimed at indigenous
minorities instead: as migration in the region tends to be an outbound phenomenon, there is no
sizable immigrant population for the nativism of the populist radical right to attack. That is not
to say that they are not negatively inclined towards migrants or refugees, but it is not usually the
main target of the populist radical right in the region. Lastly, widespread territorial issues and
perceptions of a “lost homeland” means that the nativism of the populist radical right in Central
and Eastern Europe can take the form of irredentism.”> However, while it is more
organizationally fluid, more extreme in many of its views, more antidemocratic and more
electorally unsuccessful than its Western European counterpart, the populist radical right of

Central and Eastern Europe is still a significant political phenomenon. As Minkenberg puts it,

“specific contexts in which [the populist radical right] operate, along with a multitude of
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right-wing movements, sometimes competing and sometimes cooperating with the mainstream
parties, permit a considerable degree of impact on their respective political systems.”> This
often leads to the radicalization of mainstream political parties, which adopt (parts of) the radical

right platforms, rather than the mainstreaming of the populist radical right.>*

1.3. The populist radical right in Georgia

As mentioned—and further elucidated below—the Georgian populist radical right stands
out among its Central and Eastern European brethren in its positive attitude towards Russia. This
oddity may point to the Georgian populist radical right having a unique flavor that singles it out
from the wider populist radical right in Central and Eastern Europe, as some scholars have
argued. Michael Cole, for example, in his analysis of two Georgian far-right populist parties
(one of which is studied in this thesis), argues that “three context-specific factors [...] combine
to produce a specifically Georgian brand of far-right populism.”’ The first is that populism is
neither rare nor new in Georgian politics, but appears “more regularly in the country’s political
environment.”*® Further, Georgian political parties all tend to emerge from street movements and
broad coalitions, making it a ubiquitous feature that is not unique to the populist radical right.’’
However, while the Georgian populist radical right might share its populist and street-movement
features with more political parties than is the case in other countries, it is not a unique political
phenomenon. That various party families share some features is common and does not diminish
the populist feature or the “street movement pedigree” of Georgia’s populist radical right. Next,
Cole argues that Georgia’s far-right populists can be differentiated by their strong belief in a
traditional, religious and patriarchal national identity. This belief is in turn fostered by the
uniquely influential and societally trusted Georgian Orthodox Church, who ensure that “political
parties of all stripes to align themselves with™® this belief if they are to be electorally successful.
That might be true, but, as Mudde points out, while traditional and religious values are not the
core features of the populist radical right, they can still be present in its ideological makeup,
depending on the local context—which is clearly the case in Georgia. However, this feature is
not unique to Georgia’s populist radical right, either. Cole himself points to the successful use of

religion by Polish and Hungarian right-wing populists to increase their legitimacy, while Andrea
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L. P. Pirro acknowledges “religion as a mobilizing factor for the populist radical right” in
Central and Eastern Europe, as does Trevor J. Allen.®” But Georgia’s populist radical right does
adopt an even more traditional, religious and patriarchal vision than the populist radical right in
Central and Eastern Europe generally, so as to distinguish itself from the rest of the political
spectrum in the country. Lastly, Cole points to Russia’s role in Georgian politics and society as
bringing a unique flavor to Georgia’s populist radical right. However, Russian meddling,
interference and influence—and the similarities between Russian and Georgian populist radical
right narratives—is not unique to Georgia or its populist radical right, as the following section
will make clear. What does mark the Georgian populist radical right out as unique is its affinity
to Russia, despite the countries’ history of conflict.

However, it can still be said that the Georgian populist radical right has its own
characteristic traits. Due to their populist thin-centeredness, which allows them to adopt aspects
of ideologies and values based on their local frame of reference, most members of this party
family can be seen to have their own flair. In Georgia, besides the locally contingent but not
necessarily unique features of the populist radical right that are laid out by Cole (prevalence of
populism in the national political environment; especially strong adherence to traditional,
religious and patriarchal values; Russian interference), Tamta Gelashvili notes another unusual
feature—its late blooming. According to Gelashvili, unlike the populist radical right in most
Central and Eastern European countries, the Georgian far-right “remained dormant throughout
the most rapid transition period,”®' namely the 2003 Rose Revolution and its immediate
aftermath.®” It was only about a decade later, as the repression of protests lessened, the political
elite became more divided and “mainstream political and societal actors™ became more
sympathetic to far-right ideas that the populist radical right started to blossom in Georgia. But
apart from these locally contingent features, the Georgian populist radical right fits well into the
larger populist radical right party family, especially its Central and Eastern European iteration.

The discussion of the case studies will elaborate further upon this claim.

1.4. Russia and the populist radical right of Europe
Having defined the populist radical right party family, along with its Central and Eastern

European and specifically Georgian iterations, the chapter now turns to a more thorough analysis
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of the variations in attitudes towards Russia within the populist radical right. It is important to
note that the relationship between the European populist radical right and the Russian regime is
well-documented and longstanding. Various attempts have been made to establish closer ties
between Russia and the populist radical right in Europe, especially Western Europe, based on
ideological and functional commonalities. Through networking events, political affiliations and
financial support, “the two sides provide each other with legitimacy on the political stage.”**
Some parties in the European populist radical right view Vladimir Putin’s regime as a natural
partner in their nativist and authoritarian agendas and a bulwark against liberal democracy and
the hegemony of the EU and the United States of America (U.S.). For Russia, the populist
radical right provides “an alternative reality in which Moscow appears as a responsible global
stakeholder”® and an ideal opportunity to undermine Western liberal democracies.®® However,
while some parties have found Russia to be an ideologically attractive partner, this affinity is not
universally shared by the European populist radical right.®’

Within the populist radical right, the Austrian Freedom Party (FPO) is among the
staunchest supporters of the Kremlin, which it sees as “an effective curb on Western
liberalism.”®® The FPO defended Russia’s 2014 annexation of Crimea and, in 2016, signed a
cooperation agreement with the ruling party, United Russia. However, since Russia’s renewed
invasion of Ukraine, “the FPO has been careful not to be seen as defending Moscow’s conduct
of the war.”® A similar approach was taken by France’s Ressemblement National (RN). Having
long viewed Putin’s Russia as “a bulwark against American economic, political and cultural
influence,””® RN took a relatively soft stance towards Russia after the annexation of Crimea,
which coincided with them receiving a €9 million loan from Moscow. However, after the 2022
invasion, RN did its best to distance itself from the Russian regime.”' In Germany, Alternative
fiir Deutschland (AfD) has also described Russia “as offering both a check on US hegemony and

an alternative to Western liberal democracy, which is increasingly seen as corrosive to Western
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traditions.””® After the Crimean annexation, AfD remained sympathetic towards Russia; in turn,
the Kremlin cultivated close relations with several AfD politicians, who acted as observers
during Russian elections, including in Crimea, with their bills partly footed by the Russian state.
The AfD also tempered its stance after the 2022 invasion but later reverted to its previous
position, even planning an observation mission to Russia’s illegal 2022 referendum that was
aimed at annexing four additional Ukrainian regions.” In Italy, two populist radical right parties
currently in government—~Fratelli d’Italia and Lega—also maintained links with and expressed a
positive attitude towards Putin’s regime, whom they saw as “a powerful and authoritarian leader,
able to decide and act quickly without the constraints of the checks and balances of liberal
democracy.”” However, they changed their tune after the 2022 invasion, with both parties
publicly condemning Putin.” Lastly, the populist radical right in Spain, Sweden and the
Netherlands also display various degrees of affinity towards the Kremlin. For example, in 2014
the Swedish Democrats was found to be one of the European Parliament’s most Russia-friendly
parties, but it has since become more critical of Putin, while the Spanish VOX has a marked but

»76 affinity towards Russia.”’

less “blatant and significant

A positive affinity towards Russia is, however, not the only attitude found in the Western
European populist radical right. In Denmark, Norway, Belgium and Portugal, the populist
radical right’s attitude towards Russia ranges from mild affinity to skepticism.” The most clearly
dissenting voice is found in Finland. In Finland, Russia (and its Soviet iteration) has always been
seen as a potential threat to its national interests and sovereignty, with Ukraine’s defense against
Russian aggression in turn being seen as analogous to its own struggles. As such, Finland’s main
populist radical right party, the Finns Party, “never adopted pro-Putin or pro-Russia stances.””
Following the full-scale invasion of Ukraine, support for Finnish NATO-membership
skyrocketed, including within the Finns Party. Further, the leader of the party until 2021 and the
current speaker of the Finnish parliament, Jussi Halla-aho, has been among Finland's most

outspoken critics of Russia, even before the renewed invasion.*” Halla-aho even purchased an

artillery shell for Ukraine with the inscription, “If killing Russian soldiers in this situation is
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right and necessary, then anything that promotes their killing is also right and necessary.”®' For
the Finnish populist radical right, historical animosity trumps ideological affinity.

With Soviet control in recent memory, it would seem safe to assume that the populist
radical right of Central and Eastern Europe should share this sentiment, and while this is the case
for some parties, it is not so for all of them. Since Hungary’s Viktor Orban and his populist
radical right party, Fidesz, came to power in 2010, they have maintained close relations with
Putin’s Russia, since it represents a convenient ally in Orban’s struggle against the EU and “a
kind of proxy for his own potentially implemented outright autocracy.”®* Financial assistance
from Russia—in the form of cheap oil, gas and nuclear technology—is a cherry on top for
Orban, so it is unsurprising that his support for Russia did not diminish after the 2022 invasion.
Instead, his government “clearly sided with Russia and aligned its messaging with pro-Russian
propaganda.”® Czechia’s populist radical right party, the Freedom and Democracy Party (SPD),
have also displayed a consistently positive attitude towards Putin’s Russia, “depicting Putin and
his regime as guardians of ‘traditional’ values and Christianity.”®* Bulgaria’s many populist
radical right parties also have a positive view on Russia, due the countries’ long shared history.
Opinions did deteriorate somewhat after the renewed invasion of Ukraine but remain mixed; for
example, Bulgaria’s first electorally successful populist radical right party, Ataka, is openly
pro-Russian, while the older Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization leans more
westward. However, both have been overtaken by Bulgaria’s newest populist radical right party,
Revival, which opposes the EU and NATO and espouses strong pro-Russian sentiments, Russian
flags being “an indispensable attribute to the frequent protests staged by Revival in the past
couple of years.”® In a similar vein, Slovakia's populist radical right have consistently shown a
positive attitude towards Russia, even after the renewed invasion. Its two main populist radical
right parties have officially condemned the war, but “shifted the blame for it onto the West,
NATO and the United States, while arguing that Russia has legitimate interests in Ukraine.””*

However, as one moves geographically closer to Russia, attitudes start to change. For
example, the Romanian populist radical right lies somewhere in the middle, but leans towards a
negative perception. Its main populist radical right party, the Alliance for the Union of

Romanians (AUR), has a “track record of discourse aligned with Kremlin rhetoric calling for
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Western economic, political and cultural hegemony to be resisted.”®” However, it condemned
Russia’s renewed invasion of Ukraine and its leader argued that Russian imperialism has harmed
Romania across the centuries, making special reference to Russian-backed separatism in
Moldova, with which the AUR seeks unification.*® As for more negative perceptions, in Poland,
the attitude of its many populist radical right parties towards Russia range from neutral to
hostile, with the latter being more common. The ruling populist radical right party, Law and
Justice, has long held a hostile view on Russia, a viewpoint shared with most other Polish
populist radical right parties—and the rest of the Polish political spectrum, for that matter. Since
Russia's renewed invasion, Poland has become one of Ukraine’s staunchest allies. Regarding the
few (marginal) parties accused of being pro-Russian, they can be classified as ambivalent at
best.* As for Ukraine itself, its populist radical right is unsurprisingly no friend of Russia. Even
before the 2014 annexation of Crimea and the war in Donbass, the populist radical right party
Svoboda described Russia as Ukraine’s main enemy.” Since 2014, the Azov Battalion, a
far-right volunteer militia that fought in Donbass, and its populist radical right party spinoff, the
National Corps, have continued this anti-Russian tradition with predictable vigor.”’ One can
safely assume that the renewed invasion has done nothing to dampen this negative perception of
Russia. Lastly, in the Baltic states, the Estonian and Latvian populist radical right parties—the
Conservative People’s Party of Estonia (EKRE) and the National Alliance (NA)—have
historically channeled their nativism into an opposition against their minority Russian-speaking
population. For example, Martin Helme, the leader of EKRE, said that he viewed Russia as a
manipulating force, which attempts “to sow discord with the end goal of restoring the Russian
Empire.”* He claimed that Russia is “a devil that you don’t want to dance with””*—a quote
which inspired the title of this thesis. However, EKRE’s negative perception of Russia was
somewhat muddled following the renewed invasion of Ukraine, as it tried to “woo the sizable
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Russian-speaking minority to grow its electoral base,” with whom they share many core
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values. But EKRE’s stance on Russia did not change drastically; it supported a parliamentary
vote condemning the invasion and its member of the European Parliament voted in favor of “a
resolution recognizing Russia as a state sponsor of terrorism.” As for Latvia’s NA, its

“long-standing opposition to Putin’s regime”*®

only became harsher with the renewed invasion;
for example, it proposed a forced deportation of pro-Kremlin Russian-speakers from Latvia.”’
While politically less prominent than its northern counterparts, the Lithuanian populist radical
right shares their negative perception of Russia.”®

In sum, the populist radical right of Western Europe tends to have a generally positive
attitude towards Russia due to their ideological affinity with Putin’s regime: Russia is seen as an
ally and role model, based on its hostile stance towards a perceived liberal hegemony. Further,
given the geographical distance and lack of historical interactions, there is no inherent negative
perception of Russia among Western European political elites and societies. However, some
parts of the populist radical right of Western Europe display a stance that can be better described
as neutral. The one big exception is the Finns Party’s vehemently negative perception of Russia,
due to the countries’ historical—and ongoing—animosity. That being said, as societal
perceptions shifted after Russia's renewed invasion of Ukraine, some of this affinity among the
Western European populist radical right has been tempered. In Central and Eastern Europe,
attitudes towards Russia among the populist radical right are more mixed, ranging from outright
positive to staunchly hostile, with the deciding factor seeming to be geographical proximity and
historical animosity. In Central Europe, which on the whole has historically been more
westward-facing—Cold War occupations and a few anomalies notwithstanding—Russia has
generally played an insignificant role in their longer histories, and as such, it has been easier for
populist radical right parties there to act upon their ideological affinities with Russia, including
their shared struggles against Brussels. In Eastern Europe, however, Russia has always been
seen as an imperialist oppressor. For populist radical right parties there, the relationship
with—and perceptions of—Russia is colored by countless wars, centuries of occupation, ethnic
cleansing and the less than peaceful fall of the Soviet Union. While their ideologies might align,
it is near impossible to look past centuries of bad blood. To conclude, it is clear that
geographical proximity and historical animosity tend to lead to negative attitudes towards Russia

among the populist radical right in Europe.
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1.5. Georgia and Russia: a fraught relationship

Few countries have as long and fraught a relationship with Russia as Georgia: their
shared history is filled with animosity and conflict. While fascinating, this history is much too
involved to be presented here in its entirety, and only a brief summary of their relationship will
be given. As will become clear, one might assume on the basis of this history that the Georgian
populist radical right would have a negative attitude towards Russia, but this is not the case.

Georgian history stretches back into antiquity, with its Golden Age lasting from the late
eleventh to the thirteenth centuries, culminating in the Mongol devastation that led to the
country’s fragmentation into small competing fiefdoms, which, over the next four centuries,
came under the varying dominance of the Ottoman and Persian empires. However, with the
emergence of the Russian empire to its north, the Georgian kingdom of Kartli-Kakheti attempted
to rid itself of its Persian masters by signing a treaty of protection with Russia in 1783. The
treaty guaranteed its territorial integrity and the continued rule of its royal dynasty; in return,
Russia gained the prerogative of conducting the kingdom’s foreign affairs. However, Russia did
not meet its obligation, and a Persian army razed Tbilisi in 1795. In 1801, the Russian tsar
unilaterally and forcibly incorporated the Georgian kingdom into the Russian Empire, ushering
in over a hundred years of imperial rule.” Reflecting on this loss of statehood, a Georgian noble
of the time stated that “no country has ever been so humiliated as Georgia.”'® However,
Russia’s imperial rule did lead to the unification of all Georgians in a single state for the first
time since the Golden Age, as well as the abolishment of serfdom, a gradual modernization and
the introduction of liberal European ideas, which led to the revival of Georgian nationalism at
the end of the nineteenth century. However, Russian rule was also arbitrary and insensitive. The
Georgian Orthodox Church’s loss of independence was a sensitive subject, as was the economic
and societal fallout of the abolishment of serfdom and the introduction of capitalism.'"!

However, the weakening of tsarist power in the aftermath of the Revolution of 1905,
followed by its complete collapse due to defeats in the First World War and the subsequent
Revolutions of 1917, paved the way for Georgia to establish itself as an independent, democratic
republic on May 26, 1918. Unfortunately, its independence proved short-lived. While Soviet
Russia initially recognized its independence, in 1921 the Red Army invaded Georgia and
forcibly (re)incorporated it into the empire, now known as the Soviet Union. The Soviet

experience was just as mixed as the imperial one. Georgia was among the most economically
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successful republics of the Union, but corruption was endemic. It also contributed around half a
million men to the Red Army during the Second World War, around three hundred thousand of
whom were killed.'”” Further, the Union was at the time led by a native Georgian, Joseph Stalin.
The policy of indigenization also saw the local bureaucracy staffed by Georgians who built their
own regional power base. National, cultural and educational institutions were established, which
led to the reinforcement of national identities. This eventually led to clashes in the late 1980s
between the resurgent nationalist movement and the communist authorities, which came to a
head on April 9, 1989, when Soviet troops were sent to break up a peaceful pro-independence
demonstration in Tbilisi, killing twenty and wounding hundreds more. This clash “discredited
the Communist Party of Georgia and propelled the nationalist opposition to power in Georgia’s
first free elections.”'®

Redeclaring independence exactly two years later, on April 9, 1991, Georgia was almost
immediately thrown into turmoil, with ethnic and civil strife becoming the norm. While the
causes of these conflicts are complex, Russia’s involvement in them is well-documented. For
example, the bloody overthrow of Georgia’s first president was supported by the Kremlin, while
separatists in both South Ossetia and Abkhazia received weapons, munitions and volunteers
from Russia, along with planning assistance and the occasional direct involvement of the
Russian Armed Forces. Russia also brought its political might to bear, forcing Georgia to sign a
series of unfavorable agreements with the separatists and with Russia itself. Georgia was obliged
to accept the stationing of Russian troops in both separatist republics and its incorporation into
Russian-dominated regional organizations. The peace process that was conducted from the
1990s to 2008 “served to maintain the status-quo in detriment to Georgia’s territorial integrity,”
with Russia largely hijacking the conflicts to serve its own interests.'™ Georgia’s westward shift,
especially after the 2004 Rose revolution, and its defiant stance against Russian interests further
deteriorated Georgian-Russian relations, culminating in the August War of 2008, in which
Russian troops invaded Georgia and seized control over the remaining territory claimed by the
separatists. While the exact events leading up to the outbreak of war are disputed, Russia’s
aggression—including economic embargoes, visa restrictions, espionage and sabotage

actions—began long before the hostilities erupted.'” Following these events, Russia officially
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recognized Abkhazia and South Ossetia as independent states, with thousands of Russian troops
being deployed as “peacekeepers,” leading to Russia occupying around 20% of Georgia's
internationally recognized territory.'” Since then, Russia has slowly but surely seized additional
Georgian land through a process of “borderization,” by which it expands its occupation “by

pushing the so-called Administrative Border Line further into Georgian territory.”'"’

1.6 The Georgian populist radical right and Russia

It is in the context of this largely antagonistic history that the Georgian populist radical
right’s attitude towards Russia should be understood. Based on the assumptions laid out in the
previous section, namely that geographical proximity and historical animosity lead to negative
attitudes towards Russia, one would expect the Georgian populist radical right to have exactly
that, but surprisingly, this is not the case.'® When looking at instances of attitudinal positioning
towards Russia—that is, utterances (both explicit and implicit) that can be interpreted as
indicating a positive, neutral or negative view—it becomes abundantly clear that the Georgian
populist radical right, almost to a man, have a positive affinity towards Russia. That being said,
they do not see themselves as pro-Russian, as they are often accused of being. Instead, the
Georgian populist radical right see themselves primarily as Georgian patriots, and while that
might be the case, their stance vis-a-vis Russia does tend to be positive.

Starting with the Alliance of Patriots, it describes itself as “neutral” in its foreign policy
stance but has been in close dialogue with Russian authorities. Its leaders visited Moscow on
several occasions to discuss cooperation between the two countries and to request assistance in
opening dialogue with Georgia’s two separatist republics.'” On August 18, 2020, the General
Secretary of the Alliance of Patriots, Irma Inashvili, along with another party leader, crossed into
Abkhazia to donate an icon to a local church as a step towards reconciliation (incidentally, the
icon had been painted by the Chairman of the Alliance of Patriots, Davit Tarkhan-Mouravi''?).
They also met with an advisor to the Abkhaz president, but the visit led to immediate public
backlash in both Georgia and Abkhazia. The advisor was forced to resign and the icon was
returned by the local church authorities, while the Alliance of Patriots was accused of being

pro-Russian by Georgia’s liberal opposition parties. While it was initially unclear how Inashvili
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and her retinue had managed to cross the heavily securitized de facto border into Abkhazia,
Tarkhan-Mouravi stated in an interview conducted for this thesis that it was done through
“negotiations with the Abkhazian government with support from Russia.”'"! A year later, in
August 2021, Inashvili sent an open letter to the Russian president Vladimir Putin in which she
asked for the Russian leader’s assistance in building sincere and friendly relations between
Georgia and Russia, a call supported by the Kremlin."> However, Tarkhan-Mouravi has
repeatedly stressed that the Alliance of Patriots strives for a neutral foreign policy stance,' but
this supposed neutrality is contradicted by many of its public statements. While not directly
siding with Russia, the Alliance of Patriots opts for various indirect ways of expressing
sentiments and narratives that portray Russia in a positive light. For example, regarding the
August War of 2008, the 2014 annexation of Crimea or the renewed invasion of Ukraine, the
Alliance of Patriots tends to shift the blame from the actual perpetrator onto its victims or other
nefarious outside forces. According to the Alliance of Patriots, the August War was “due to the
mistakes and crimes committed during [the former Georgian President Mikhail] Saakashvili's
rule.”"* As for Crimea, the Alliance of Patriots argue that Russia annexed it in response to the
Maidan Revolution, while the 2022 invasion was supposedly due to Zelenskyy’s refusal to sign
on to Ukrainian neutrality."”® According to Inasvhili, “Ukraine found itself in the role of a chess
piece,” an unfortunate victim in a war between “brothers and cousins of the same faith” that was
ultimately instigated by NATO.'"'® According to her, the war drags on as the West sells “obsolete
weapons to Ukraine,” with the entire conflict “coming down to money and business.”""” Further,
the Alliance of Patriots claims that a “fifth column wants war in Georgia.”"'® This “war party” is

led by Saakashvili and the “nazis” of the United National Movement (UNM) opposition party,
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which, according to the Alliance of Patriots, is spurred on by the U.S. and Ukraine.'"* While not
directly endorsing Russia and its actions, the Alliance of Patriots shifts blame from Russia onto
either Georgia’s opposition parties, Ukraine, NATO, the U.S. or the West as a whole, and thus
implicitly—and sometimes explicitly—condones Russia’s narratives and worldview.'?
Furthermore, its ambiguous appeal to end the war and its suffering, and especially to end the
supply of arms to Ukraine, does nothing but facilitate Ukraine’s surrender to Russian
aggression.'?!

While the Alliance of Patriots obscures its affinity towards Russia behind a veil of
balanced neutrality, the newest kid on Georgia’s populist radical right block, the Conservative
Movement, is blatant about its positive attitudes towards the Kremlin. It was founded in 2019 by
members of the right-wing media organization Alt-Info, which was already well known for
hosting content best described as unambiguously pro-Russian. The Conservative Movement
continued this tradition by calling for direct talks with Russia. Its leaders have visited Moscow
on several occasions, including after Russia’s renewed invasion of Ukraine.'”* According to the
Conservative Movement, Russia holds the key to solving most of Georgia’s problems. As they
stated at their founding congress, “if Russia is truly eager to have an alliance with Georgia, we
are ready [...] to arrange a close partnership and allied relations.”'® In an interview with the
Russian state-owned news agency Sputnik, the Chairman of the Conservative Movement Giorgi
Kardava stated that the most important mission of the party is to transform Russia from an
enemy into an ally of Georgia. Shota Martinenko, the General Secretary of the party, elaborated
on this by saying that the Conservative Movement is a “real pro-Georgian, pro-Christian force”
which sees “Russia as a society with a Christian culture, as a natural ally.”'** Additionally, in an
interview conducted for this study, Konstantine Morgoshia, the co-founder of Alt-Info and the
Conservative Movement, stressed that the EU and the U.S. is the bigger threat to Georgia, while
Russia, despite its ongoing occupation of Georgian territory, is a potential ally. In making this
claim, Morgoshia, who was previously a member of the Alliance of Patriots, took a swing at his

former colleagues, stating that the reason he stopped cooperating with them was he “didn’t think
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that clearing up the relationship with Russia and at the same time communicating with Europe
was the right direction.”'” According to Morgoshia, “you have to choose one or the
other”—which the Conservative Movement clearly has.'*®

In addition to these more prominent populist radical right parties, the far-right populist
street movement Georgian March holds an equally committed attitude towards Russia.'”” For
example, its leader Sandro Bregadze stated that while “Russia occupies 20 percent of our
territory[, it] doesn’t mean that the Russian people are our enemies.”'*® The rhetoric of Georgian
March has been closely aligned with that of the Kremlin, especially regarding traditional,
Orthodox and illiberal values, and it has been accused of having direct financial and political ties
with Russia.'”” Another example is the far-right businessman and political actor Levan Vasadze,

130 and who also holds a

who has been called “one of the chief ideologues of Georgian nativism
positive view of Russia. Vasadze not only has close ideological and personal ties with the
Russian extremist and imperialist ideologue Alexander Dugin, he is also closely associated with
the ultra-conservative Christian evangelical organization World Congress of Families, which in
turn “has ties to the Russian Orthodox Church and Eurasian far-right [...] figures.”"*' In 2016,
Vasadze acted as the local host of the tenth World Congress of Families in Tbilisi and used the
opportunity to call for closer relations with Russia, saying that “together with our Russian
friends, we got rid of and defeated first fascism and then communism, both of which came from
the West. [...] The day when the Kremlin finally [...] initiates a rapprochement with Georgia and
contributes to reconciliation between Tbilisi [and Abkhazia and South Ossetia], will be the day
when the West loses Georgia forever."'*> Furthermore, Vasadze has been promoted by Russian

media, which highlighted “his potential to invigorate Georgia’s relationship with Orthodox
Russia.”"*® Lastly, as pointed out by Tamta Gelashvili, out of the 154 public protest events
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organized by far-right groups in Georgia between 2003 and 2020, only two small-scale events
were aimed negatively at Russia.'**

It is thus clear that the populist radical right of Georgia on a whole holds a markedly
positive attitude towards Russia, despite Georgia’s close geographical proximity to Russia, the
two countries’ clearly antagonistic history and their ongoing conflicts. This makes the Georgian
populist radical right stand out from the observable trend within the European populist radical

right in general. So how did this exception come about?
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Chapter 2: Case studies

To understand the anomaly laid out in the previous chapter, relevant case studies from
among the ranks of the Georgian populist radical right must be chosen. The aim of this chapter is
to justify the choice of the two case studies of this thesis—the Alliance of Patriots of Georgia
and the Conservative Movement—and to demonstrate their populist radical right credentials.
First, however, the chapter begins with an overview of the many parties and political movements
that were not included. With seventeen parties represented in the Georgian parliament and a
plethora of extra-parliamentary parties and social movements besides, a full account of all
Georgian parties and movements is outside the scope of the thesis, so the discussion will focus
on a subset of conservative, populist and far-right parties and political movements whose
inclusion could have been justified but which were ultimately excluded, as they did not fit the

definitional bill of the populist radical right.

2.1. The Georgian center-right

Starting out with the parties represented in parliament, the first which bears mentioning
is the ruling Georgian Dream party. Georgian Dream was launched in 2011 by Georgia’s richest
individual, businessman Bidzina Ivanishvili, with the stated goal of “removing the authoritarian
regime of Saakashvili and installing a democratic regime.”'* Georgian Dream subsequently
defeated the ruling UNM party in the 2012 elections and has remained in power since,
successfully contesting the two subsequent elections. As for Ivanishvili, while he stepped down
after serving as Prime Minister for a little over a year, he is widely recognized as Georgia’s
éminence grise. When it comes to the party’s ideology, it was set up as a big-tent coalition with
the nearly singular aim of ousting Saakashvili, so it was from the start rather hazy on ideological
commitments.*® Some have argued that the elite of Georgian Dream is purely driven by
economic self-interest and that they “lack a defined set of values or beliefs and instead adjust
their actions based on what will bring them immediate success.”” Others have described
Georgian Dream as a technocratic populist party that may lack a defined political ideology but
which has a focus on “expert knowledge as a source of legitimacy.”'*® However, it has recently
undergone a hard conservative pivot, increasingly catering to patriarchal and anti-liberal

mindsets while being accused of undermining the independence of the judiciary and carrying out
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politically motivated attacks on the opposition, independent media and minorities.'** This pivot
has also included an adoption of more “subtly pro-Russian rhetoric and policies” and the
sidelining of “pro-Western elements in society, including NGOs, political parties, and media
outlets.”'* But while it is increasingly conservative and authoritarian (in both the radical right
and antidemocratic sense of the word), Georgian Dream cannot be described as populist radical
right, since it lacks overt forms of xenophobic nationalism and counterposing corrupt elites with
the “pure people” is not a core part of its political message.

Next is People’s Power, a new political force in Georgia which emerged after nine
parliamentarians left Georgian Dream and so deprived it of its parliamentary majority. However,
as the split allegedly centered on tactical differences and not opposing values, People’s Power
has kept supporting the government, leaving Georgian Dream with a de facto majority.
According to People’s Power, the split was carried out so the party members could “speak more

99141

freely,”'" which in practice meant being able to openly criticize the West. However, due to the
continued closeness between People’s Power and Georgian Dream, it has been accused of being
a systemic opposition party created by the ruling party to air anti-Western grievances while
keeping a nominal distance from them and, in the process, making Georgian Dream look like a
respectable alternative. In short, People’s Power might be “intended to advance the ruling party’s
more radical policies and boost support amongst anti-Western groups within Georgia’s
electorate.”'** Additionally, the split can be seen as an electoral strategy, intended to draw
“disaffected socially conservative supporters with anti-Western rhetoric” to a party under
Georgian Dream’s control while distracting “from its failure to attain Euro-Atlantic integration
by pointing the finger of blame at the West.”'** But even apart from these questions regarding its
legitimacy as an independent political force, People’s Power cannot be said to be distinctly
populist radical right, either. While it does include elements of populism and radical right-wing
ideology, People’s Power mainly focuses on foreign policy and does not include a distinctly

xenophobic nativist element, making it unsuited as a case study for this thesis.'*
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The last parliamentary party which deserves mentioning is the European Socialists. In
the aftermath of the 2020 elections, due to allegations of fraud, the opposition boycotted the
parliament, with 51 parliamentarians requesting that their mandates be canceled, including four
from the Alliance of Patriots. However, four other representatives from its electoral list decided
to go against the boycott, keeping the mandates and setting up the European Socialists.'*® As
former members of the Alliance of Patriots, which, as will be argued below, is clearly a populist
radical right party, one might assume that the European Socialists would be too. However, while
the European Socialists are clearly populist and have a certain tendency towards
authoritarianism, they do not display overt nativism. While they have rallied against what they
perceive as nonnative “ideas” represented by Georgia’s sexual minorities and submitted a bill to
parliament that would ban “LGBT-propaganda,” they also do not center overt forms of
xenophobic nationalism in their political platform. Further, their official foundational ideology is
socialism, which puts them at odds with the right-wing aspect of the populist radical right.'*°

Moving onto the far-right of Georgia, the first actor that deserves mentioning is the
aforementioned nativist ideologue Levan Vasadze, who formally entered the political scene in
2021 when he established the party “Unity, Essence, Hope,” which abbreviates to ERI, the
Georgian word for “the nation.”'” Vasadze and ERI tick several of the populist radical right
boxes, especially for the purpose of this thesis. As Micheal Cole puts it, Vasadze is the
“archetypal Georgian nationalist who simultaneously promotes a pro-Kremlin agenda.”'*®
However, soon after the launch of his party, Vasadze was diagnosed with a rare genetic disease,
along with blood cancer. He himself claimed that the “illness could be triggered by radiation or
intoxication,”* linking it to the launch of ERI and hinting at an attempted assassination.
Whether the allegations are true (Vasadze is known for making outlandish claims'*’), he was

forced to scale back his public appearances.'”' Vasadze is still somewhat active, posting
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commentaries online and appearing on various political chat shows. However, “whilst Vasadze
is undoubtedly an important figure in the Georgian far-right populist landscape,”’** his irregular
appearances and the obscurity of ERI makes them an unsuitable case study for this thesis.

Next is the aforementioned Georgian March, which is often represented in the public by
its leader Sandro Bregadze. Whilst undoubtedly nativist and populist, and with “increasingly
noticeable pro-Russian rhetoric,”'*® Georgian March is best described as “an extreme right wing
societal-level actor.”'>* Georgian March was founded as a coalition of far-right individuals and
organizations, including some with neo-nazi affiliations, and became infamous for several
violent attacks on political opponents, journalists, immigrants and LGBTQ+ events.">* In 2020,
Georgian March took a dive into formal politics, formally registering as a political party. Their
seeming acceptance of the democratic process could have paved the way for an eventual
reclassification as radical rather than extreme right,'” but their electoral bid was unsuccessful,
precipitating a steady slide into obscurity.”” Following their electoral failure, Georgian March
signed on to the United Front of Georgian Patriots, a pro-neutrality coalition of forty obscure
and minor organizations, headed by the Alliance of Patriots. Further cementing their fall from
the heights of Georgian far-right fame, Bregadze’s signature on behalf of Georgian March
appeared as eleventh on the list, below several minor monarchist parties.'*

Finally, Georgia does not lack in smaller far-right street movements. There is the
National Socialist Movement, Georgian Power, Georgian Idea and Georgian National Unity, to
mention just a few. However, these movements tend to be more explicitly extreme right and
centered on street-level use of political violence rather than on any other forms of political
participation.'”” They are also rather obscure and insignificant in terms of size and outreach, with
many having become defunct by now. For example, the National Socialist Movement, the
youth-wing of Georgian March, was explicitly fascist and operated between 2017 and 2018.'®

Georgian National Unity was not shy about its “neo-fascist and Nazi associations” but largely
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ceased operations after its leader was imprisoned on weapons-related charges in 2018.'!
Georgian Power and Georgian Idea can also be classified as extreme rather than radical right.'®*
That leaves the two previously mentioned parties, the Alliance of Patriots of Georgia and
the Conservative Movement, which both adhere to the Central and Eastern European iteration of
the populist radical right, with a few Georgian quirks. These two parties were also chosen as
case studies for this thesis since they can be seen to represent two different sides of the populist
radical right of Georgia. The Alliance of Patriots, being the older of the two, is arguably the
more respectable version of the populist radical right. It is well-established and is the only
parliamentary successful populist radical right party in Georgia, though they currently find
themselves in extra-parliamentary opposition. The Conservative Movement, on the other hand,
having its origin in Georgia’s blogosphere, can best be described as a young upstart. Its leaders
are not established politicians (except Konstantine Morgoshia, who, as mentioned above, used to
be part of the Alliance of Patriots, and of Georgian March before that'®®), and it is a much more
internet- and street-savvy organization. Further, as already discussed, they also represent two
different versions of Russian affinity among the populist radical right of Georgia. While the
Alliance of Patriots is rather coy about its affinity towards Russia, the Conservative Movement
is “out and proud” about it. Focusing on these different sides of the populist radical right has the
potential of elucidating more variables explaining their affinity towards Russia and, as such, can
contribute to a more nuanced discussion of the phenomenon. The following sections give a brief
introduction to each party before substantiating their credentials as members of the populist

radical right family.

2.2. Alliance of Patriots of Georgia

The Alliance of Patriots of Georgia was established in December 2012 but had its roots
in Obieqtivi, a TV and radio company founded in 2003, well-known for its critique of the
Saakashvili presidency. Alliance of Patriots successfully contested the 2016 parliamentary
elections with the aim of being a “third force” in Georgian politics, gaining 5% of the vote.
During the 2020 elections it got 3.14% of the vote, but joined the opposition boycott of
parliament, accusing Georgian Dream of election fraud. While the rest of the opposition
eventually took their seats, the Alliance of Patriots could not, since, as mentioned previously,

defectors had claimed them for their new party, the European Socialists. In this rather poor
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electoral performance, Alliance of Patriots already resemble the populist radical right of Central
and Eastern Europe more broadly, with their history of electoral volatility, but the similarities go
beyond that:'* in its ideological make-up as well, the Alliance of Patriots is a clear-cut populist
radical right party.

The Alliance of Patriots is distinctly nativist and, as is common for the Georgian and to a
lesser degree the Central and Eastern European populist radical right, constructs its idea of “the
native” around strong beliefs in tradition and religion. The Alliance of Patriots define the
Georgian people on an “Orthodox religious homogeneity,” where faith, homeland, language and
patriotism are front and center, as reflected in its 2016 electoral slogan “Georgia First,” “which
underlined the synonymy of Orthodox Christian beliefs and Georgian national identity.”'®® It is
further reflected in its public statements, where the Alliance of Patriots describes itself as being
representative of “traditionally Georgian-minded people, who want to live in a moral state [...]

without immoral behavior,”!®

or, in the words of Irma Inasvhili, “I pray to our Patriarch and
clergy, [...] the strength of our country, the strength of the church, the establishment and
strengthening of Orthodox people in power.”'?” Its construction of “the native” also relies on
defining a threatening “nonnative”: the Alliance of Patriots perceive various ethnic and sexual
minorities as a threat to Georgia’s Orthodox values, with members of Georgia’s LGBTQ+
community being conceptually excluded from the idea of “the native” and presented as going
against its “Georgianness.” As with the populist radical right in Central and Eastern Europe,
various indigenous ethnic minorities, such as Armenians and Azerbaijanis, are also viewed with
a degree of skepticism. The indigenous Muslim population of Adjaria is also seen as threatening,
as the Alliance of Patriots argues that Turkey is trying to change its demographic picture in order
to annex the region through a referendum.'®® Furthermore, in its construction of “the people,” the
populations of the separatist republics are conspicuously omitted, with Davit Tarkhan-Mouravi
arguing that the Abkhaz is an invented nation: “200 years ago, Abkhazians were Georgians. |...]

70 years ago, Abkhazians said that we are not Georgians, we are Abkhazians, a different

nation.”'® This claim ties into the irredentism often present in the populist radical right in
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Central and Eastern Europe, which is also reflected in the Alliance of Patriots. As with most
Georgian political parties, the Alliance of Patriots aims to reintegrate the separatist republics of
Abkhazia and South Ossetia into Georgia. But, what sets it apart in its irredentism is that, not
only does the Alliance of Patriots warn against Turkish claims to Adjaria, it has also made its
own counterclaims, stating that “we lost 33 percent of our territories which are still in Turkey,
and even today, there are 300 villages inhabited by Georgians.”'”® But more than anything, the
Alliance of Patriots is focused on countering a perceived Western influence on Georgian society
and politics. It sees the West as promoting foreign values, in particular when it comes LGBTQ+
rights, but also as negatively influencing its domestic and foreign policies, especially in regards
to “provoking” conflict with Russia.'”

In terms of its authoritarianism, the Alliance of Patriots is not uncritical of political
authorities. It is opposed to political elites in general, but has a certain level of sympathy
towards the Georgian Dream-led government. However, it also levies significant critique
towards it.'”* The authoritarianism of the Alliance of Patriots is instead centered on a respect for
and glorification of the Georgian Orthodox Church, arguing that both the rule of the UNM and
Georgian Dream has “had an extremely negative impact on the consciousness of many
generations. They purposely inculcate in young people a negative attitude towards faith,
indifference to the homeland, disrespect for Georgian traditions and morals.”'”® According to
Irma Inasvhili, Georgian Dream, along with the UNM, has “surrounded the Orthodox Church in
a storm of accusations,” helped promote a multi-directional campaign against it and put it under
constant attacks.'” Instead of rightly punishing these trespasses against the Church, it claims, the
government has promoted the trespassers.'”” Additionally, the Alliance of Patriots rallies against
minorities which it sees “as being overprotected by the ruling class” and which threaten “the
core of the Georgian nation which homogeneously shares history, mentality, language, and the
Orthodox faith.”'"

When it comes to its populism, the Alliance of Patriots clearly constructs its rhetoric

around an antagonistic struggle between “a corrupt elite” and “the pure people,” seeing itself as
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the long-time defender of the latter.!”” It depicts the average Alliance of Patriots—supporter as

inherently pure and morally superior to the inept and ineffective elite.'”

Meanwhile, its
depiction conflates Georgian Dream and the UNM and argues that “Georgian politics has
become like a theater of two actors,” who “destroy the country and slowly destroy [Georgian]
statehood” with the malignant support of the U.S."” The Alliance of Patriots see these two
actors as a joint political elite that dominate Georgian politics and “only ‘imitate’ internal
disagreements, but are in fact mutually interdependent for survival.”'®® It claims that political
violence, election rigging and secret deals are employed to maintain this faux two-party system,
while the true will of the Georgian people is ignored, leaving the opposition with “only the arena
of street politics.”'®! As such, the Alliance of Patriots have “organized several protests against
Saakashvili, and the current government’s ‘cohabitation” with him.”'® In addition, the Alliance
of Patriots, like most populists, see themselves as a ‘“champion [of] direct forms of
democracy.”'® For example, it purportedly conducted a survey in 2020 on the topic of neutrality
and initiating dialogue with Russia, in which it alleges that 1.2 million responses were recorded.
The Alliance of Patriots argue that the survey shows the true attitude of the Georgian people,
unlike the inaccurate and fallacious polls conducted by Western-aligned organizations.'

Lastly, while the Alliance of Patriots is not inherently antidemocratic, it can, as is
observed among the populist radical right of Central and Eastern Europe in general, be rather
extreme in its politics. It has not officially been involved in open acts of violence, but it does
make “regular calls for violent and discriminatory acts against minorities” and political
opponents.'* Further, while the party does not publicly condone violence, its members “have
joined aggressive protests against migration and LGBT rights” and other “violent
demonstrations held by extremist groups.”'® Lastly, the Alliance of Patriots does exhibit a
distinct lack of trust in the democratic process, especially following the 2020 elections, which it

maintains was rigged by Georgian Dream with support from the U.S.'¥’
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2.3. The Conservative Movement

The Conservative Movement has its roots in the right-wing media platform Alt-Info,
which was founded in 2018. Most of its current leaders got their start as right-wing bloggers
before they found each other, first setting up an online media platform and then branching out as
a TV broadcasting company in 2021, after its many Facebook-pages were removed for
spreading disinformation and hate speech. Well-known for its anti-Western, anti-liberal,
xenophobic and homophobic rhetoric, the representatives of Alt-Info went on to found the
Conservative Movement in November 2021, with the aim of contesting the parliamentary
elections in 2024. The Conservative Movement opened over sixty regional offices across
Georgia within half a year, leading to instant speculations about its finances and, in some
instances, to local protests against their presence.'®® As a relatively new political entity, the
Conservative Movement has until now been subject to scant academic scrutiny, in particular
when it comes to exploring its ideological composition, but its public utterances clearly show the
Conservative Movement to be a populist radical right party.

Following the pattern of the wider Georgian populist radical right, the Conservative
Movement has a clear construction of “the native,” based on an extremely traditional, religious
and patriarchal national identity. In its founding statute, its stated aim is to establish “an
independent, social state based on national values, with a Christian-democratic and conservative
ideology.”'® According to the Conservative Movement, Georgia is defined by Orthodox
Christianity in every aspect and “everything [Georgians] are proud of is related to God and our

»11 whose mission it is to

faith.”'*® As such, the true native “Georgian man is a warrior of Christ,
“preserve Christianity, even if the whole earth falls and forgets.”'*> In its narrative, the
Conservative Movement sees itself as the representative of Georgia’s conservative
majority—defined by its adherence to Orthodox Christianity and patriarchal societal

structures—whose rights are being stripped by a “usurping globalist minority in power.”'** This
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definition of conservatism is also the foundational layer of its idea of Christian democracy,
which is defined in direct opposition to liberal democracy, and is key to its construction of a
threatening nonnative."* For the Conservative Movement, liberal democracy is an alien notion
forced onto Georgia by nefarious outside forces.'” Accordingly, a liberal Georgian is an
oxymoron, since a liberal cannot be Christian and therefore cannot be a true Georgian, since the
“Western liberal idea is inherently anti-Christian, [...] implies the abolition of Georgian and

Christian identity,”'

which “is destroying [Georgia] not only from within culturally,
demographically, ideologically, [but] also [...] geopolitically.”"” According to the Conservative
Movement, thirty years of Western, liberal alignment has brought nothing but LGBTQ+
propaganda, feminist and gender ideology, multiculturalism and abortions, which are all
anathema to the Georgian nation.'”® The Conservative Movement is particularly focused on the
Georgian LGBTQ+ community, which it sees as “sick filth” pushed upon Georgia by the U.S.
and the EU and bent on destroying the Georgian nation.'” As is often the case in the populist
radical right of Central and Eastern Europe, the LGBTQ+ community is not the only indigenous
minority that is targeted: members of the Conservative Movement have been “openly expressing
aggressive, xenophobic and Islamophobic attitudes towards non-dominant religious and ethnic
groups, and civic activists in Georgia.”*® For example, the local Muslim community in Adjaria
was accused by Giorgi Kardava of trying to increase Turkish influence in the region and being
against the Christian cross and the national interests of Georgia. Konstantine Morgoshia went
further and referred to them as terrorists and fanatics. Additionally, an ethnic Azerbaijani activist
who had spray-painted the local office of the Conservative Movement in the predominantly
Georgian Azerbaijani town of Marneuli was verbally abused and received death threats in
response, with members of the Conservative Movement hinting at the possibility of religious
and ethnic violence breaking out over the incident.”” When it comes to the irredentism
distinctive to the Central and Eastern European populist radical right, the Conservative

Movement aims its irredentist claims almost exclusively at the two separatist republics, which
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they recognize as being rightful Georgian territory occupied by Russia.®® Lastly, the
glorification of authoritarian regimes of the not-so-distant past, which tends to be a part of the
nativist make-up of the Central and Eastern European populist radical right, can also be
observed in the Conservative Movement—though in a peculiar fashion. While Georgia’s time in
the Soviet Union is not always seen in a positive light, the fact that this totalitarian regime was
led in its “heyday” by a native Georgian is taken as a point of pride.””” As an anecdotal example,
I was presented with three bottles of wine bearing the likeness of Stalin (one even shaped as his
bust) as a parting gift after interviewing Morgoshia.

Regarding its authoritarianism, the Conservative Movement is highly critical of the
political authority of the current Georgian Dream government, which it sees as not sufficiently
conservative, Christian or strong. As noted above, the Georgian populist radical right has
adopted an even more traditional, religious and patriarchal vision in order to distinguish itself
from the rest of the national political spectrum. This is arguably the case with the Conservative
Movement, who sees itself as the one true defender of Christian and conservative values in
Georgia,”™ praising Georgian Dream only when it adopts its policies.””®> As with the Alliance of
Patriots, the authoritarianism of the Conservative Movement instead centers on a respect for and
glorification of the Orthodox Church, to which it wants to grant special status in Georgian
legislation.”*® However, due to the perceived weakness of Georgian Dream, it claims, attacks on
the Orthodox Church have become commonplace, forcing the Conservative Movement to step
up to stop this “assault [on] the Church and God.”*” For example, the attack on Tbilisi Pride on
July 5, 2021, organized by leaders of the Conservative Movement, was presented as punishment
for infringing on the authority of the Church and as pivotal in the defense of Georgia’s values.”
The alleged weakness of Georgian Dream could also be observed in its response to the 2023
protests against the enactment of the law on foreign agents, which, according to the

9

Conservative Movement, should have faced harsher repression.?”® Unsurprisingly, the

Conservative Movement also advocates for the formation of a stronger executive power.*'

202 Morgoshia, in interview with author; Giorgi Kardava, appendix D, post no. 2; Shota Martinenko, appendix F,
post no. 6; Konstantine Morgoshia, appendix G, post no. 13; Konstantine Morgoshia, appendix G, post no. 4.

203 Morgoshia, in interview with author; Shota Martinenko, appendix F, post no. 25; Shota Martinenko, appendix F,
post no. 22.

204 Trakli Martinenko, appendix E, post no. 5.

205 Shota Martinenko, appendix F, post no. 5; Konstantine Morgoshia, appendix G, post no. 7.

200 “[Iqliegds,” Conservative Movement.

207 «Alt-Right Inaugurates,” Civil. Ge; Morgoshia, in interview with author.

208 «AJt-Right Inaugurates,” Civil. Ge; Morgoshia, in interview with author; Conservative Movement, appendix C,
post no. 7; Konstantine Morgoshia, appendix G, post no. 17.

2% Trakli Martinenko, appendix E, post no. 5; Shota Martinenko, appendix F, post no. 14; Konstantine Morgoshia,
appendix G, post no. 11; Konstantine Morgoshia, appendix F, post no. 6.

210 9ligds,” Conservative Movement.

42



Regarding its populism, the Conservative Movement constructs it around the notion of a
pure, Orthodox and conservative people that finds itself in an antagonistic struggle with a liberal
elite on the one hand and the corrupt political elite of Georgian Dream on the other. To put it
simply, “Georgian politicians are more concerned on how to integrate us in the West, rather than
what Georgia’s interest [actually] is.”*!! In this, the liberal elite—represented mainly by former
president Mikheil Saakashvili, the UNM and various NGOs, as discussed above—is seen as
going against the very core of Georgian values and taking orders from abroad.*’* The
Conservative Movement reserves little praise for Georgian Dream, which it accuses, along with
Saakashvili, of “getting directives from other countries, and in fact, not listening to the Georgian
people.”*”* According to the Conservative Movement, the political elite of Georgian Dream is
only interested in strengthening its own power, dishonestly pretending to be conservatives, while
at the same time trading away Georgia’s interests, values and sentiments to curry favor with the
West.”'* As Irakli Martinenko, member of the Conservative Movement’s political council (and
Shota Martinenko’s identical twin brother), put it, “Georgian Dream is a swamp that drags the

whole country to the bottom™?"

and as a result of its supposed treachery, it will inevitably face
the wrath of the people—Iled by the Conservative Movement.?'® The party claims that, while all
other politicians have lied to the Georgian people, the Conservative Movement hides nothing
and works hand-in-hand with “those warm-hearted patriots whose priority is our faith, state and
centuries-old Georgian values.””” As Kardava puts it, the electorate of the Conservative
Movement is “ordinary people ... [who] are representatives of the traditional part of society, and
in Georgia, [...] this is the vast majority.”*'® In true populist fashion, the Conservative Movement
promises that, if it comes to power, it will give the Georgian people the right to referendums and
implement “a full majoritarian system and a recall mechanism, which ensures that power
actually passes into the hands of the people.”*"’

Lastly, the Conservative Movement clearly adheres to the extremist tendency observed

among the populist radical right of Central and Eastern Europe and does not shy away from the

use of violence. The Conservative Movement claims, however, that it only uses violence to
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defend the nation and to respond to acts of violence perpetrated against them.??° But in reality,
while they might see it as justified by the defense of the nation, the Conservative Movement
often commits unprovoked acts of violence against nonviolent individuals, groups and events,
such as the 2021 attack on Tbilisi Pride, which led to the death of a journalist.??! Not only does
the Conservative Movement not condemn acts of violence perpetrated by its supporters—and at
its instigation—it also argues that such violence is a natural “masculine approach.”*> When
discussing one of the attacks on a protest against the Conservative Movement in Mestia,
Kardava claimed: “If anyone has any complaints with us, they will get hit as well. [...] Those
who want to speak to us in the language of violence, we will show what violence is. If we turn
the issue to violence, no one knows violence better than we do. We are not going to take a step
back.”** Finally, as is also common among the populist radical right of Central and Eastern
Europe, the Conservative Movement can be seen to have clear antidemocratic tendencies. While
they ostensibly wish to establish a Christian democracy in Georgia and are willing to participate
in the democratic process to gain power, members of the Conservative Movement have declared
that they do not believe in democracy. However, as Morgoshia argued, participating in the
democratic process is a pragmatic way of bringing Georgia closer to the vision of the

Conservative Movement.?**
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Chapter 3: Methodology

This chapter discusses the methodological approach of the thesis. First, it argues that we
are dealing with a deviant case study and as such the best approach is an inductive research
method. Specifically, this study relies on a qualitative thematic analysis of the collected data.
There are—as with all academic studies—certain limitations to this choice of research design,
which will be accounted for. Next, the specific methods chosen are explained. The primary data
for this study is a sample of social media posts by parties and leading members of Georgia’s
populist radical right, along with two field interviews of leaders from the party family, which
formed the basis for a qualitative thematic analysis. Lastly, ethical considerations are discussed,

including the ethical dilemmas posed by the study of the far right.

3.1 Research design

As established above, Georgia’s populist radical right parties buck a clear trend in the
causal relationship between a country’s geographical proximity to and antagonistic history with
Russia and the hostile attitude of their populist radical right towards Russia, making it a deviant
case.”” The main question, then, is what drives this deviancy. According to Alexander L. George
and Andrew Bennett, the study of deviant cases is highly useful, as it is ideally suited to uncover
and identify “new or omitted variables, hypotheses, causal paths, causal mechanisms, types, or

interactions effects,”*

which might elucidate the reasons behind the deviancy. In this study,
variables that might be of interest are, for example, Georgia’s geographical isolation from the
rest of Europe, Russia’s genuine political attraction and the perception of threat emanating from
Turkey rather than Russia. These potential variables might help explain the affinity of the
Georgian populist radical right towards Russia, as there are no other prospective allies in the
immediate neighborhood. The outcome of a deviant study can be to identify variables that had
been previously overlooked, but also to identify a whole new type of case, though this is not the
case with this study. However, a common finding in deviant case studies is “the specification of
a new concept, variable, or theory regarding a causal mechanism that affects more than one type
of case and possibly even all instances of a phenomenon.””’ As such, while the aim of this case
study is to provide a nuanced analysis of the attitude of Georgia’s populist radical right parties

towards Russia and elucidate the locally embedded logic which drives said attitude, it does

provide an opportunity for future research and comparison with other deviant case studies, such

25 Alexander L. George and Andrew Bennett, Case Studies and Theory Development in the Social Sciences
(Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press, 2005), 20-1, 75, 109-11.

226 Tbid., 109.

27 1bid., 114.
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as Hungary, whose ruling populist radical right party also displays a positive attitude towards
Russia. Such a comparison could strengthen the findings of this study or highlight additional
relevant causal mechanisms or variables.

This case study will rely on inductive research methods, as they are best suited to
identify both new and omitted variables in deviant case studies. While statistical methods can be
crucial in identifying deviant cases, George and Bennett argue that statistical methods “have no
unproblematic inductive means of identifying left-out variables.”**® Furthermore, as George and
Bennett maintain, while deductive theorizing is able to identify new variables, it is still
“inductive field research methods [that] typically lie behind every newly identified variable.”**
As such, the research data for this case study will be generated through qualitative thematic
analysis of social media posts made by the two case studies and their members and data derived
from field interviews conducted with leaders from the parties. Since the Georgian populist
radical right are generally avid users of social media, it is a key source of primary data, in terms
of assessing both attitudes towards Russia and their underlying motivations. As for the
interviews, they are aimed at providing additional context to the data generated from the social
media analysis. Further, interviews allow for inquiry into potential gaps, contradictions or points
of discussion identified in the content and thematic analysis and may allow for a deeper
understanding of the participants’ values and perspectives.”"

There are, of course, certain limitations to this research design, the most immediate being
the language barrier. I speak no Georgian and only an intermediate level of Russian, the lingua
franca of the region, which is spoken by most subjects of this study. As such, for the analysis of
social media posts (which are mainly written in Georgian and to a much lesser extent Russian)
online translation applications—such as Facebook’s inbuilt translation feature and Google
Translate—were used for the initial data gathering, while the data ultimately used in this thesis
was professionally translated. While online translation applications have been proven to be
useful, accurate tools for academic research, the reliance on them did limit the research material

1231

to purely written material.>" As a large proportion of the posts analyzed consist of reposts of

28 Ibid., 21.

229 Ibid.

29 Eleanor Knott, Aliya Hamid Rao, Kate Summers and Chana Teeger, “Interviews in the Social Sciences,” Nature
Reviews Methods Primers 2, no. 73 (September 2022), 11-14; Chareen L. Snelson, “Qualitative and Mixed
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1 (January-December 2016), 8-10, 12.
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recorded material from media channels affiliated with the various parties and movements, along
with various other interviews and videos—either in Georgian or Russian—there is an inevitable
gap in this research. For the field interviews, while the participants did speak and understand a
certain level of English, a professional translator was hired to conduct simultaneous translation
and, subsequently, to transcribe and translate the interview recordings. Using a translator gave
the participants the ability to express themselves on their own terms and in their own language.
A final limitation of the study is the trustworthiness of the sources used. Politicians lie.
Given their highly polarized and, to an extent, corrupt political society, Georgian politicians are
no exception. However, as political parties and movements communicate their values to their
audiences through public statements such as social media posts and interviews, it must be
assumed that such statements reflect a genuine attitude. While the trustworthiness of the
participants in this study can always be questioned, we must let them speak their own truth and
make inferences based on that if we are to understand their position: this is the hallmark of an
interpretivist approach.” In the end, the aim of this study is not to establish the factual truth, but
to understand how the Georgian populist radical right rationalizes their views and actions. That
being said, certain supposed factual statements must be taken with a grain of salt or outright
rejected when they go against observable facts. For example, a leader of the Conservative
Movement claimed that it has 117.000 registered members, but this is dubious at best and was
even contradicted by another leader of the party.”** Further, it has been argued that the statements
and actions of the Georgian populist radical right are not genuine, since they are simply paid
pawns of the Kremlin—an allegation which, as previously mentioned, is often cited in Georgian
media. While the idea that Russian financial and political meddling plays a role in Georgian
politics is not far-fetched and has some circumstantial proof to it, simply reducing the Georgian
populist radical right to paid stooges is overly reductionist and overlooks their political and

ideological agency while obscuring local drivers of populist radical right sentiment.***

no. 9 (November 2019), 677; Antonio Toral, Federico Gaspari, Sudip Kumar Naskar and Andy Way, “Comparative
Evaluation of Research vs. Online MT systems,” in Proceedings of the 15th Conference of the European
Association for Machine Translation, eds. Mikel L. Forcada, Heidi Depraetere and Vincent Vandeghinste
(Allschwil: European Association for Machine Translation, 2011), 13-20.
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3.2 Methods

3.2.1 Primary data sources

As noted, the main source of data for this study was generated through a thematic
analysis of social media posts made by the two parties that serve as case studies and some of
their high-ranking members. Facebook is by far the most popular social media platform in
Georgia and the most commonly used by Georgian politicians and, as such, in order to
streamline and limit the study sample, only Facebook pages were analyzed.”** Posts deemed
relevant to the study were copied, with their original text, URL and timestamp, and saved in case
of the data being deleted. This turned out to be a prudent decision, as several of the Facebook
pages analyzed, all belonging to the Conservative Movement, were taken offline in late June
2023. The reason for this could not be ascertained, but it is possible that they were taken down
by Facebook itself, which has happened before, due to their dissemination of hate speech and
disinformation.”® Luckily, as the relevant posts had been copied and saved, no data was lost.
The cited posts were compiled in appendices, one for each of Facebook pages analyzed.
Throughout this thesis, posts will be cited with reference to these appendices. However, the
posts that were not included in the appendices did still contribute to the overall analysis. Out of
the posts that were deemed relevant, two included videos of live interviews, whose
Russian-language transcripts were located and subsequently translated by the author. Posts
deemed irrelevant included posts containing recorded material, inspirational or congratulatory
posts (e.g. on sporting events, national holidays or the birthday of the Patriarch of the Georgian
Orthodox Church), or posts relating to political events or news not relevant to answering the
research question of this study.

This data was supplemented by field interviews conducted with prominent members of
the two case studies, which were then thematically analyzed. As the research question is of an
exploratory and inductive nature, the interviews followed a semi-structured format, which is the
interview format that is best suited to let the subjects speak their mind while maintaining the
focus of the study. It also allows for flexibility in the interview process, as it can be adapted
based on insights provided by the participants. A semi-structured format also opens the

interviews to flow more like a conversation, potentially putting the participants at more ease.

25 Kornely Kakachia, Tamara Pataraia and Michael Cecire, “Networked Apathy: Georgian Party Politics and the
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One final advantage of this approach is that the conversation can go in new and unforeseen
directions, allowing for the discovery of novel themes and ways of understanding that were not
obvious before.”” Combining data gathered from different sources is a useful approach, as it can
capture important information that a single data source might miss. Specifically, for this study,
social media data can be seen as representing political messages, deliberately and carefully
crafted for their target audience, while semi-structured interviews can be seen as producing more
impromptu, unscripted data, where the participants do not have the full control over the line of
questioning, opening up for a less filtered version of their views.”*® The interviews themselves
were approximately one hour and a half in length and were recorded for transcription and
subsequent translation with the written permission of the participants.

However, the Georgian populist radical right tends to be suspicious, if not outright
hostile, towards outsiders, especially journalists and academics whom they perceive as
potentially unfriendly to their politics.” For example, during the interview recruitment phase,
one potential participant, when asked if they were willing to be interviewed, accused me of
being in league with the Antichrist and turned down the invitation.** Framing the interview as
an amicable conversation (while still emphasizing the nature of the research), whose stated aim
was to better understand, not push back against, their beliefs, alleviated much of the hesitancy

encountered during the recruitment phase.

3.2.2 Sample frame

For the social media thematic analysis, the study sample consisted of the Facebook pages
of the two case studies and the pages of high-ranking members of the given parties. The main
pages of the parties were located by a simple Google search. The main pages included several
reposts from the public pages of their prominent members, making them easy to locate. For the
Alliance of Patriots, only one prominent member had a public Facebook page. The members of
the Conservative Movement, on the other hand, made their political careers online and are avid

social media users. As such, the social media study sample included the following pages:

e For the Alliance of Patriots of Georgia, the pages of:

27 Hanna Kallio, Anna-Maija Pietild, Martin Johnson and Mari Kangasniemi, “Systematic Methodological Review:
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o The Alliance of Patriots of Georgia (appendix A)
o Irma Inashvili, General Secretary (appendix B)
e For the Conservative Movement, the pages of:
o The Conservative Movement (appendix C)
o Giorgi Kardava, Chairman (appendix D)
o Irakli Martinenko, member of the political council (appendix E)
o Shota Martinenko, General secretary (appendix F)

o Konstantine Morgoshia, co-founder (appendix G)

The total posts analyzed and the time-frame from which they were selected also varied,
depending on the party and its members. The Conservative Movement was founded on
November 20, 2021, with their main Facebook-page being set up on December 12, 2021. The
public pages of the party figures listed above were set up between June 22 and September 1,
2022, setting a natural lower end to the data collection time-frame. The abovementioned
Facebook-pages (apart from their main page) were then taken offline around June 15, 2023,
setting a natural upper limit to the data collection time-frame, which, for the sake of consistency
and capacity, was set as the upper limit to the data collection time-frame for the Alliance of
Patriots, too. It was the intention to use Facebook’s own insight tool, CrowdTangle, to establish
how many posts the pages had made in the given timeframe,”' but as the members of the
Conservative Movement privated their pages or had them deleted before this analysis could be
carried out, their exact numbers could not be ascertained. The main page of the Conservative
Movement made 112 posts since its creation, while the members listed above are extremely
prevalent users of social media, often posting several times per day. While the exact data cannot
be provided, it can be said with confidence that initial analysis went through several thousand
posts, of which 115 were deemed relevant to the study and included in the research material. As
for the Alliance of Patriots, being an older party, its main Facebook page was created on
November 15, 2016, while Insashvili set hers up in August 2016. To limit the analyzed data to a
more manageable size, the date of July 1, 2020, was chosen as the cutoff period for the data
collection. The date was chosen to include the immediate run-up to the 2020 Georgian
parliamentary election, which was held on October 31 and November 21 of that year. With the
aforementioned upper limit in mind, this then included 896 posts from the mainpage and 324

posts from Insashvili’s page. Out of a total of 1220 posts, after an initial analysis, 57 were

1 Stine Lomborg and Anja Bechmann, “Using APIs for Data Collection on Social Media,” The Information Society
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deemed relevant to the study and included in the research material. As such, the final data set
included 172 Facebook posts.

Regarding the interviews, one interview was conducted with a representative of each
party. For the Alliance of Patriots, I interviewed Davit Tarkhan-Mouravi, Chairman of the party.
For the Conservative Movement, I interviewed Konstantine Morgoshia, co-founder of the party
and its affiliated media channel Alt-Info. While he does not have an official position within the
party, Morgoshia acts as its financier, ideologue and spokesperson, making him a key figure.
With Georgian society being small and informal, both participants were recruited through
equally informal channels. The contact information of Tarhkan-Mouravi was sourced through
my supervisor at Ilia State University, Ghia Nodia, whose colleague is a relative of
Tarkhan-Mouravi. As for Morgoshia, my translator, who is a local fixer and journalist, managed

to secure his contact information and an interview through her own network.

3.2.3 Data analysis

To answer the research question, a qualitative thematic analysis was conducted, both of
the research material gathered from social media and of the interviews. A thematic analysis
approach was chosen as it is highly inductive in nature, since it approaches the research material
without pre-existing categories, codes or themes in mind, allowing the material to speak for
itself, only to later identify and interpret themes and patterns in the material. In performing the
thematic analysis, I based myself on an adapted version of David R. Thomas’ inductive coding
process, combined with the six-phase procedure for thematic analysis laid out by Virginia Braun
and Victoria Clarke.** While differing slightly in their methods, they both follow the same
general pattern. The first thing I did was to familiarize myself with the research material by
rereading it several times. Next, I started to generate some initial, rough codes by organizing the
data based on ideas or thoughts that came up during the first step. I used open coding, meaning
that I had no pre-set codes but developed, modified and generated new codes throughout the

process.”? Some of the initial codes I developed were, “alien values,” “belittling approach,”

29 ¢¢ 9 ¢ 2 ¢

“Western meddling,” “economic connections,” “pragmatic relationship,” “shared values” and
“real threats.” I then reviewed the codes, went through the material once more and started
identifying broader themes in the code, which covered a wider range of recurring narratives,

statements or topics. Next, I reflected on and refined the themes, identified potential overlaps

%2 Virginia Braun and Victoria Clarke, Successful Qualitative Research: A Practical Guide for Beginners (London:
SAGE Publications, 2013), 173—-80; David R. Thomas, “A General Inductive Approach for Analyzing Qualitative
Evaluation Data,” American Journal of Evaluation 27, no. 2 (June 2006), 237-46.
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and links between them, or a lack of empirical support for them, further reducing and finally

2 13

defining the themes to the following four: “Western hegemony,” “mutual connections,”
“pragmatic relationship” and “reconciling affinity with conflict.”

The first theme, “Western hegemony,” covers the perceived imposition of alien values on
Georgia by the West, through belittling and hypocritical dictations, which is crucial to
understand the hostility that the Georgian populist radical right feels towards the West. The
second theme, “mutual connections,” covers the building blocks of the affinity held by the
Georgian populist radical right towards Russia, which include their perception of close
economic relations, a historical kinship and shared values. The third theme, “pragmatic
relationship,” builds upon the previous theme, but focuses specifically on the perception of a
pragmatic relationship with Russia, built on a respectful, equal and sincere attitude. The fourth
and last theme, “reconciling affinity with conflict,” is focused on explaining the dichotomy that
exists between the affinity the Georgian populist radical right has towards Russia and the history
of conflict between the two countries. It covers supposed Western meddling which, they allege,
has been the driver behind said conflict, the need for a realignment away from the West (and
towards Russia), and the perceived “real threats”—as opposed to the manufactured Russian
threat—that Georgia faces. In the next chapter, the findings from the research material, which
led to the defining of the four themes, will be thoroughly analyzed. The two case studies will be
tackled one at a time, using examples collected from the research material to illustrate their
connection to, and position on, each theme. This will be followed by a discussion of the

overarching findings, with the aim of addressing the core research question of this thesis.

3.3 Ethical considerations

While this study received ethical approval from the University of Glasgow, addressing
potential ethical concerns is still important. For the use of social media data, several ethical
concerns may be raised, such as informed consent and the right to anonymity. The social media
data collected for this study was posted by public figures on open forums, with the intent of
reaching as wide an audience as possible and, as such, it can be said with certainty that the data
belongs to the public domain.”** Regarding the interviews, the primary ethical concerns were
informed consent and data protection. Regarding informed consent, each participant was

provided with a Participation Information Sheet (appendix H), outlining the purpose and

24 Leanne Townsend and Claire Wallace, “The Ethics of Using Social Media Data in Research: A New
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192-9.
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voluntary nature of the study, along with a Privacy Notice (appendix I), outlining the methods
for processing and storing their research data. Before each interview, the participants were given
time to familiarize themselves with these documents, along with the opportunity to request
additional information about the study before signing the Consent Form (appendix J).

Besides these practical ethical concerns, conducting research on the populist radical right
gives rise to a range of moral and ethical dilemmas that must also be addressed, since certain
views held and espoused by the parties under study can have an acute, physical impact on
people’s lives, particularly on those who find themselves at the sharp end of their bigotry. In
Georgia, as elsewhere, this includes sexual, gender, ethnic and religious minorities who have all
fallen victim to the prejudices of the populist radical right—and who stand to lose the most in
case of their political or societal success. While I, as an aspiring academic, have a scholarly
obligation to treat my research subjects with due care and objectivity, I will not let that stand in
the way of what I see as my moral imperative to not only distance myself, but to condemn, any
sexist, homophobic, transphobic, xenophobic and otherwise dehumanizing views propagated by
the subjects of this study. Further, while there might be an inherent danger of legitimizing the
populist radical right and their views through research or discussion of them, it should go
without saying that this thesis should not be taken as any kind of endorsement of the views
espoused by the subjects of this study. On the contrary, my hope is that the thesis will spotlight
the Georgian populist radical right as an important phenomenon and help tackle the threat it

represents to marginalized groups in particular and to Georgian democratic society in general.**
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Chapter 4: Findings and analysis

This chapter will outline the findings from the qualitative thematic analysis of the social
media and interview data. Using examples from the qualitative analysis, it argues that the
affinity the Alliance of Patriots and the Conservative Movement have towards Russia must be
understood in the context of their resistance against perceived Western hegemony, both cultural
and political, which, in their minds, goes against the interests and values of Georgian society and
state. Further, they see the West as forcibly dictating Georgian policies and values, in a belittling
and hypocritical manner, to the detriment of Georgia. Although there are observable differences
in their affinity, the Alliance of Patriots and the Conservative Movement construct their positive
attitudes towards Russia around an emphasis on mutual connections, such as close economic
relations, a historical kinship and shared values, and a pragmatic relationship, built on respectful,
equal and sincere negotiations and conversations. Lastly, both the Alliance of Patriots and the
Conservative Movement see the friction and strife in Georgia’s relationship with Russia as a
result of nefarious meddling and influence by the West. This in turn explains the tension
between their affinity towards Russia and the history of conflict between the two countries. If it
were not for said meddling, they claim, the confrontations Georgia has had with Russia would
largely have been avoided. Accordingly, they argue that if Georgia shifts its alignment away
from the West—and in the case of the Conservative Movement, towards Russia—any dispute
between Georgia and Russia would be solved. The Alliance of Patriots and the Conservative
Movement instead emphasize Western cultural hegemony and Turkish imperialism as the main

threats to Georgia’s cultural and territorial sovereignty, respectively.

4.1. Alliance of Patriots of Georgia

As will become evident, the Alliance of Patriots of Georgia constructs itself as a patriotic
party which defends the traditions and sovereignty of Georgia. While somewhat open to new
values and ideas, it sees the West and its Georgian “fifth column” as forcibly changing Georgia’s
values and attempting to drag Georgia into war with Russia for geopolitical reasons. According
to the Alliance of Patriots, previous conflicts with Russia can mainly be ascribed to Western
meddling and the alleged criminal acts of the Saakashvili regime. Accordingly, the solution to
both conflicts with Russia and separatism is neutrality, speaking “sweet words” with Russia and

a careful balancing act between geopolitical poles.
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4.1.1. Western hegemony

As discussed, the Alliance of Patriots constructs its version of “the native” around
Orthodox religious and traditional values. However, according to Davit Tarkhan-Mouravi, new
values can be accepted into Georgian society—albeit slowly. Before these values are imported,
they must first be carefully analyzed, to see what impact they might have on society. Crucially,
as Tarkhan-Mouravi sees it, Georgian society can only accept “new values if it doesn’t break
down the positive mentality that has been formed and experienced in Georgia throughout the
centuries.”*® However, the ultra-liberalist approach of questioning everything does exactly this:

“Pseudo-liberal organizations in Georgia [...] discuss [everything], "

questioning the
traditional and religious knowledge of Georgia, an approach that the Alliance of Patriots does
not support. Instead of taking a slow approach, “Americanized NGOs, political scientists,

99248

sociologists and the media™*** are aggressively turning Georgia into an American-like country.

This, in turn, “implies a war with Orthodoxy, a struggle with Georgian self-consciousness and

24 which, according to

psychological terror against those who do not want to become American,
the Alliance of Patriots, is the majority of the population. As they see it, Georgian Dream, the
UNM and the rest of the liberal opposition are guilty of taking orders from the American and
European “owners” and “masters” of Georgia, who, for example, “demanded to hold LGBT
Pride and did not take into account the categorical opposition of the largest part of society.”**
Worse still, the Georgian Dream government has promoted “a multi-directional campaign
against the Orthodox Church™! and encouraged “the discrediting of the Church and its

?252 all in the name of “earn[ing] more ‘points’ from the U.S.”*** In the mind of the

clergy,
Alliance of Patriots, this aggressive pushing of alien values onto Georgian society, by the West
and its Georgian puppets, risks eradicating the unique “Georgianness” which makes the country
and its people distinct.

This imposition of alien values onto Georgian society is, according to the Alliance of
Patriots, only one example of the West’s heavy-handed and demeaning approach to its
relationship with Georgia: as they see it, the West dictates Georgian domestic politics, too. As

laid out above, in their populism, the Alliance of Patriots sees Georgian Dream and the UNM as

part of the same corrupt elite. In the words of Irma Inashvili, they “ignore the law and turn the
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political process into a cheap theatrical spectacle, accompanied by secret deals, with the
complicity of American and European lobbyists and politicians.”** For example, Inashvili sees
the agreement brokered by the EU to end the opposition boycott of the parliament after the 2020
elections as the epitome of “diplomats of foreign countries deciding our internal political
issues.”®’ In addition, statements made by several Western embassies in support of Tbilisi Pride
after the 2021 attack is also seen as “interference in the country's internal affairs.”*° Inashvili
also accuses Georgian Dream of “fetishizing foreign partners to the extent that the
[EU-brokered] agreement was given the weight of a lame constitution, while no one dares to
remind most of the ambassadors: this is a sovereign state, not a banana republic.”*’ In order to
impose its will on Georgia, the West commits electoral fraud, dictating that the true
representative of the people—the Alliance of Patriots—gets the “smallest percentage possible
and is removed from the parliament.”*® However, if fraud does not furnish the desired results,
the West will, according to the Alliance of Patriots, not shy away from attempting a coup.””’

The West’s dictation of Georgian policy is allegedly evident in the field of foreign policy,
too, as well as in Georgia’s relationship with its two separatist republics, Abkhazia and South
Ossetia.*®® According to Tarkhan-Mouravi, “American experts arrive [...] and say that Georgia
has to give up on Abkhazia, and in this case, NATO will accept us.”**' However, this is, as he
sees it, a lie, and Georgia would never be accepted even if it gave up the disputed territories.*
However, whether or not Georgia can be accepted into NATO, it is still “forced” to participate in
NATO exercises, which antagonizes Russia and risks further conflict.’®® Instigating conflict with
Russia is, it claims, the main goal of the West and its puppets in Georgia. As argued by Giorgi
Lomia, a leader and former parliamentarian of the Alliance of Patriots, “destructive forces both
outside the country and inside the country, aim to cause disturbances in the territory of Georgia

and open a second front with Russia.”®* For the Alliance of Patriots, a renewed conflict with
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Russia and the opening of this so-called second front in Russia’s war with Ukraine is the single
gravest threat facing Georgia.”® Georgia must at all cost avoid being dragged into the
geopolitical brinkmanship between the U.S. and Russia, which, according to the Alliance of
Patriots, is currently being played out in Ukraine. As they see it, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Poland
and the Baltic states are all pawns in this game, as is the UNM and the rest of the liberal
opposition in Georgia. For the Alliance of Patriots, Georgia must decide its own foreign policy
and avoid becoming a springboard in the U.S.’s conflict with Russia.?*

To make matters worse, in its dictation of Georgian policy, the West is seen as not just
belittling but also hypocritical. According to Tarkhan-Mouravi, Georgia is made by “Western
partners [...] to urge, request and beg for NATO.”*" At the same time, “NATO and the European
Union are constantly saying [...] that Georgia cannot become a member because its quality of
democracy is not appropriate.”?® However, this is clearly hypocritical, since “NATO accepted
Turkey in such a way that it was ten times inferior to Georgia in terms of democracy.”*® In the
eyes of the Alliance of Patriots, this double standard is aggravated by the fact that democracy (or
lack thereof) was not an issue for the West during Saakashvili’s increasingly autocratic rule.””
Further, as for the claims that the separatist territories are an obstacle for Georgia’s NATO and
EU membership, this is, in the words of Tarkhan-Mouravi, “also an excuse, that is, a lie.”?"!
Cyprus was able to join NATO while its territory was occupied by Turkey and Ukraine was just
granted EU candidate status.”’? This dictating and belittling attitude is particularly frustrating,
since, according to Tarkhan-Mouravi, “most political experts in the West do not understand the
[regional] situation.”?”* Recalling an experience he had in 2014 with U.S. government officials
in Washington D.C., Tarkhan-Mouravi described how a member of the Senate showed him a

“thick document on the table and told that this was the study of the experts of the special

services, which concluded that Russia wouldn’t intervene in Crimea.*” In response,
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Tarkhan-Mouravi told them: “I was born in the Soviet Union and I grew up in the Soviet Union
and even though you have good experts, I’'m telling you that Ukraine will lose Crimea.”*”
However, they refused to listen, and when Tarkhan-Mouravi arrived in Tbilisi shortly after the
meeting, “Crimea was already lost.”?’® This, in his eyes, shows that “the thoughts of western
politics are not necessarily close to reality.”””” For Tarkhan-Mouravi, this lack of regional
knowledge becomes even clearer in Western demands that Georgia join in the sanctions against
Russia. It is obvious that it would be to the economic detriment of Georgia to do this, but the
West does not offer Georgia economic partnership or development in return. According to
Tarkhan-Mouravi, “the West created the economy of today’s China, Korea, Taiwan, Thailand
[...] but nobody is trying to do the same in Georgia.”*”® Simply put, “Georgians do not have
anything—except for tangerines, which they sell in Russia. And if you tell them: don’t sell this
to Russia, but in the meantime you don’t give them anything else, how can people survive?*”
To top it off, Moldova is trading with and has flights to Russia and it is still a member of its
Commonwealth of Independent States, yet it was given EU candidate status, while Georgia was

not. As Tarkhan-Mouravi rhetorically asked: “Where is the justice here?”**

4.1.2. Mutual connections
In terms of mutual connections between Georgia and Russia, the main focus of the

Alliance of Patriots is on their close economic relationship. To quote Tarkhan-Mouravi:

Whoever says that Georgia has to stand for isolation with Russia and not seek for
a way to communicate, doesn’t understand geopolitics at all. Georgia’s
economical and natural resources can be directed only to Russia and little bit to
Turkey in this region. [...] What can we offer? We have agriculture and natural
resources—ore for example. Nobody needs this except Russia. Besides this,
Georgia can be a transit country for Russian imports. There’s nothing else
Georgia can offer.”®'

It would therefore cripple the Georgian economy if it were to join the West’s sanctions on
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Russia, but immense pressure is being put on Georgia to join.”* According to Inashvili,

Georgia’s refusal to join the sanctions might lead it to finding “itself in the situation of Iran—cut

75 Ibid.
276 Ibid.
27 Ibid.
278 Ibid.
27 Ibid.
20 Ibid.
21 Ibid.
2 Alliance of Patriots of Georgia, appendix A, post no. 3.

58



off from everyone and isolated.””* However, while “Georgia should protect its interests”*** and
insist on its continued economic relationship with Russia, “it should not burn all the bridges.””*
In other words, Georgia must maintain its economic relationships with both Russia and the West
as long as they are to its own benefit.?®® The Alliance of Patriots further argue that “everybody is
trading with Russia and [therefore] Georgia should also trade with Russia.”?*” Maintaining a
close trading relationship with Russia can also help decrease the level of tension between the
two countries.”™ As Inashvili sees it, “building friendly relations with Russia is vital not only for

99289

the Georgian economy, but for Georgia as a whole,” so it is crucial for Georgia not to join any

sanctions imposed on Russia. In the words of Tarkhan-Moravi: “On the contrary, we may now

participate in parallel imports and billions will come in, which will be used by society.”**

4.1.3. Pragmatic relationship

In addition to the close economic connections, Georgia’s—or, more to the point, the
Alliance of Patriots’—relationship with Russia is built on a pragmatic, respectful and mutual
understanding, unlike its relationship with the West. “The Russians have their mentality” and, as
Tarkhan-Moravi argues, “I know this mentality.””' According to the Alliance of Patriots,
through respectful and straightforward conversations, Georgia and Russia can come to an equal
understanding and resolve their differences. In this, diplomacy is key—or, as Tarkhan-Moravi
puts it: “If we need to tell Russia many sweet words for our peace, we need to tell them these
sweet words.”** He likened the work of the Alliance of Patriots to that of “French diplomat
Talleyrand, who maintained [post-Napoleonic] France as a leading country in Europe with his
sweet words.”?”* According to Inashvili, the Alliance of Patriots has, through its communication
with Russian officials, visits to Moscow and appeals to Putin, “quelled the tension created by the
irresponsible Georgian Dream and the UNM.”** She further argues that the Alliance of Patriots
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has “made a significant contribution to peace in Georgia”*”> and “maybe even saved [Georgia]
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from war.?*® Further, “Moscow's reaction unequivocally testifies to the positive mood of
Russia™®’ towards these overtures, as long as they are “based on mutual respect and trust.”**®
Inashvili argues that Moscow’s positive attitude towards the work of the Alliance of Patriots
clearly “shows that Russia is ready to solve all issues™ it has with Georgia.” As such, by using
sweet words, demonstrating a clear understanding of Russia’s mentality and geopolitical
considerations and by having straightforward conversations it is possible to “move towards
finding a common language and warming the relationship, and not towards a destructive

confrontation.’3%

4.1.4. Reconciling affinity with conflict

This, of course, leads to the question of how the Alliance of Patriots can reconcile its
affinity towards Russia with that “destructive confrontation,” which is, after all, a fair
description of Georgia’s relationship to its northern neighbor. But again, the Alliance of Patriots
chalks this up to nefarious Western meddling too. For example, Saakashvili—who, according to
Tarkhan-Mouravi, is a proven U.S. puppet—personally instigated the 2008 August War with
Russia, only to surrender Georgian territory to the Russian-backed separatist without a fight.*"!
Saakashvili’s UNM—described by Inashvili as the West’s “fifth column” in Georgia—is now
trying to instigate a new war by opening a second front in Russia’s war against Ukraine, with the
support of Zelenskyy and at the behest of the U.S.*** Further, whenever there are any positive
developments in Georgia-Russia relations, the U.S ferments provocations, such as the protests
seen in the aftermath of Russian State Duma member Sergei Gavrilov's speech to the Georgian
parliament.*® According to Inashvili, “the incident with Sergei Gavrilov is a provocation led by
American instructors with the complicity of the ruling Georgian Dream party.”** According to
the Alliance of Patriots, the U.S. is motivated to instigate conflict both as part of its

brinkmanship with Russia and for its own economic benefit. In order to sell arms, there “will
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always be a need to start a war, confuse the situation and create hot spots.”** For example, with
the war in Ukraine, NATO allegedly goaded brothers of the same faith to fight each other, and as
a result “America (instead of Russia) will export 15 billion cubic meters of gas [... and] sell
obsolete weapons to Ukraine and, in the end, it will all come down to money and business.”*%
Either way, it is clear to the Alliance of Patriots “that the director of this theater is the United
States of America!”>"’

As such, according to the Alliance of Patriots, the simple solution to solve Georgia's
conflicts with Russia is for Georgia to shift its alignment away from the West and embrace
neutrality. It is obvious that Russia will see any form of alignment with NATO as a provocation,
since “between Russia and the West there is no trust.”** It should thus come as no surprise that
“Russia openly declares that it will take military-technical measures in response to NATO
exercises in Georgia.”*®” The solution is to strive for neutrality and have it enshrined in the
constitution as it “would calm the situation with Russia and avoid threats.”'® As Inashvili sees
it, Georgia would lose nothing by doing this, as “NATO will not accept us, and our accession to
NATO is also unacceptable for Russia.”*!'' Further, “the vast majority of the population of

99 ¢

Georgia” is tired of American “rule,” “the continuous ‘knocking on NATO doors’ and from

constant tension in relations with Russia.””*'> To quote Tarkhan-Mouravi:

If Georgia becomes neutral [...] You have to understand that Russians have their
mentality. I know this mentality. They are sure that NATO wants to put troops in
Georgia. Be this the truth or not, Russians are sure about this. You can’t change
their minds; this is why they need a guarantee that this won’t happen here. This
guarantee is neutrality.’"?

The Alliance of Patriots thus demands “the Georgian authorities to abandon the confrontation
with Russia imposed by the American ‘masters.””*'* As Tarkhan-Mouravi sees it, neutrality is
not something new, either. It worked for Finland and Sweden, so why not for Georgia? “They

had a moment when neutrality was very needed for them and they won only because of this,
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they didn’t lose anything.”*'> Accordingly, in the run-up to and immediate aftermath of Russia’s
renewed invasion of Ukraine, Zelenskyy, Emmanuel Macron and Olaf Scholz were all openly
talking about neutrality as an option for Ukraine, too.>'® In addition to avoiding conflict, as the
Alliance of Patriots sees it, Georgia cannot come to any solutions with its separatist territories
without direct and peaceful communication with Russia. As Tarkhan-Mouravi puts it, when
discussing Abkhazia: “We need to find a way to communicate, not to confront them.”'” The
only successful communication the Alliance of Patriots has had with the separatist entities has
been with the direct assistance of Russia. As such, if Georgia wishes to find an answer to its
separatists problems, peaceful meditation with Russia is the key.'®

Lastly, as the Alliance of Patriots sees it, in reality Georgia faces graver threats than a
conflict with Russia, all fabricated and instigated by the West. As elaborated upon in the
previous section, one of their greatest fears is the eradication of the country’s unique
“Georgianness” by the forced imposition of the alien values of Western liberalism. There is,
however, also the threat imposed by Georgia’s historical nemesis, Turkey. Inashvili claims that

319 and has

“Turkey is carrying out a deliberate economic and ideological expansion in Adjara
done so for many years already. Tarkhan-Mouravi elaborates by stating that “Turkey could never
be our ally.”* According to him, over the past millennium, Georgia and Turkey have fought
over fifty wars, with Georgia losing a third of its territory to Turkey, including 300 villages.
Still, to this day, “Turkey lays claims on Adjara, Guria and Meskheti. This is a problem that will
never disappear.”' In other words, both Georgia’s cultural and territorial sovereignty is in peril,
being threatened by the West and by Turkey, respectively. However, being fearful of Georgia’s
cultural and territorial sovereignty does not mean that the Alliance of Patriots is looking for any
kind of protection that could be afforded by a direct alliance with Russia. On the contrary, they
admonish those who call for such an alliance, with Tarkhan-Mouravi saying that “they see the
political process in a wrong way.*** The only answer, in the eyes of the Alliance of Patriots, is
armed neutrality, with the aim of “building good neighborly relations with all bordering
states.”®* This means economic cooperation with everyone, including Russia—but without

joining any Russian-led economic organizations, as the economic relations between it and
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Georgia can survive without them.*** However, the Alliance of Patriots does say that it is open to
economic integration with the EU, arguing “that without any military connection, European

direction is acceptable [for Russia].”**

4.2. Conservative Movement

The Conservative Movement presents itself as a Georgian Christian-patriotic force
protecting Georgia from the imposition of alien, liberal values. These values are a threat to the
unique character and values of Georgia, even to the existence of Georgia itself. The
Conservative Movement sees Georgia as caught not only in a geopolitical struggle but in a
civilizational battle between the liberal hegemonic West and the Christian moral world, where
the struggle between the U.S. and Russia is central. According to the Conservative Movement,
any animosity between Georgia and Russia must be seen in this context—namely, American

conspiracies aimed at instigating war between Georgia and its natural ally, Russia.

4.2.1. Western hegemony

The Conservative Movement follows the pattern of the Georgian populist radical right in
constructing its version of “the native” around Orthodox religious and traditional values. In this,
the Conservative Movement is far from being open to or accepting of the introduction of new
and “nonnative” values, especially from the hegemonic “liberal-globalist” West.**® According to
Konstantine Morgoshia, without its religion, traditions and unique identity, Georgia does not
exist as a nation. Over the last thirty years of its Western orientation, however, Georgia has seen
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nothing but alien values pushed onto i Giorgi Kardava further backs up this sentiment,

stating that “Christianity is the foundation of Georgia and without it our country cannot exist.”***
The Conservative Movement sees Western liberalism as an inherently anti-Christian ideology.*”
In the words of Shota Martinenko, “the values promoted by the West are too alien to the
traditional Georgian values. Our voter is an anti-Western, Christian and traditional part of the
99330

population who are not ashamed to be Georgians, but on the contrary, they are proud of it.

According to the Conservative Movement, this part of the population constitutes the majority,
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which they represent.**!

As they see it, rather than being a representative of this majority,
Georgia finds itself under a liberal dictatorship.*** This dictatorship is led by liberal “agents” and
“slaves” who have sold themselves to the West and insult the church and ancient traditions of
Georgia.** The West and its collaborators not only push alien values onto Georgia, but, in so
doing, also belittle what it means to be Georgian. As the Martinenko brothers see it,
“Georgianness” is presented as dark and backwards and as something that should be disowned
by young Gerorgians.>** According to them, in the eyes of the West, Georgia as a country and a
society “must be developed by directives and training.”*** But to the Conservative Movement,
this is nothing but hypocrisy. As they see it, the rule of the liberal and democratic darling of the
West, Mikheil Saakashvili, was characterized by repression, violence, murder, arbitrary arrest
and torture. It was a police state, a modern-day Gulag,”® and yet “the West called this
democracy, which we should be guided by.”**7 Worse still, the “liberal” agents of the West are
not sincere in their beliefs and convictions but only embrace liberalism and Western culture
because they are paid to do so by nefarious outside forces.** However, while insincere, they still
try to set the norms of society and “pass laws, by which they intend to change [Georgian]
culture.”’ Seeing it as the biggest threat to the nation, they claim that this “liberal dictatorship
in Georgia must be brought to an end**>—a claim that is consistent with their populist notion of
a corrupt elite composed of the liberal dictatorship and the corrupt Georgian Dream. While the
government of Georgian Dream presents itself as the protector of Georgian conservative values,
the Conservative Movement sees it as weak and just as insincere as the liberals, being only
interested in self-aggrandizement.**' In the words of Morgoshia, “Georgian Dream are not
conservatives, they are conformists. These are the people without any ideology who will unite

even with evil to save themselves.”**> They are happy to sell the “nation’s interests, values and
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sentiments” for the praise of their Western “partners,” be it the U.S. or the EU, neither of whom

respect Georgian traditions or values.” To quote Morgoshia on the topic of EU integration:

A message to our European “friends”—if you want to be friends with us and
want to integrate Georgia with you, you must accept Georgia, with the values that
we are proud of. I cannot imagine Georgia without the values with which it came
to this day. Without those, what is the point? Georgia would not exist at all if it
weren’t for those values. Homeland is not only a geographical fact. It is the
people, spirit, traditions, values and those important distinguishing factors that we
are proud of and that make us different from everyone else.***

Nevertheless, instead of accepting and respecting Georgia, the West only dictates to it.
According to the Conservative Movement, the West determines more or less everything in
Georgian domestic politics. The U.S. in particular—embodied by its ambassador to Georgia,
Kelly C. Degnan—is seen as dictating both political appointments and persecutions.’®
According to Shota Martinenko, Degnan “demands that our party [and] our TV-station is closed
down and that we are arrested.” Further, the 2023 sanctions imposed by the U.S. on four
Georgian judges due to accusations of corruption is seen by Morgoshia as emblematic of its
meddling in Georgia’s domestic policy. He believes that this is only the lead-up to wider
sanctions being imposed in the future, ending with the sanctioning of Georgian Dream founder
Bidzina Ivanishvili, which will coincide with the denial of Georgia’s EU candidacy. As
Morgoshia sees it, all this is being done to provoke a change in Georgia’s domestic and foreign
policy.**’ Indeed, the West seeks to dictate Georgian foreign policy as well. The Conservative
Movement believes that Georgia is being prevented by the West from having an independent
foreign policy that would allow it to choose by itself who to align and trade with.**® Instead, the
West does all it can to prevent the normalization of Georgia’s relations with Russia and tries to
(re)instigate open hostility between Georgia and Russia by inflaming the separatist conflicts as

part of its geopolitical brinkmanship.**
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Moreover, according to the Conservative Movement, the West is actively trying to
change the Georgian government by force, using its “Western agents and
Nazi-sonderkommandos [a reference to either SS extermination squads or work-units composed
of coerced death camp prisoners].”**® The 2019 protests that followed Gavrilov’s speech to the
Georgian parliament are seen as an example of an instigated, Western-led coup attempt,**! as are
the March 2023 protests against the foreign agent law: the Conservative Movement views them
as equivalent to the 2014 Maidan Revolution in Ukraine, which they argue was a U.S.-instigated
coup.™ In the words of Kardava, the 2023 protests were a clear attempt at the “violent
overthrow of the existing regime, bringing loyal pro-Western forces to power, giving them the
green light from the West to organize internal total repression, and finally a hot war with
Russia.”** However, as the coup attempt did not succeed, new plans are in motion, which will
be bigger and more violent than the March protests. According to Morgoshia, a special operation

3% will be carried out

using “bombed-out youth, ex-military [...] Georgians fighting in Ukraine
to return “pro-Western forces, and in reality the return of the Nazis [Saakashvili and the UNM],
to power.”* If Western dictates and coup attempts are not opposed, then, “in the end, the
Georgian people and the state will cease to exist.”**® However, the Conservative Movement
believes that more and more Georgians are realizing this predicament. Georgians have become
tired of the West’s dangerous dications, its alien propaganda and traitorous puppets.*”’
According to Morgoshia, this, more than anything else—more than so-called Russian
propaganda and agents—is making Georgians reconsider their views on Russia. While they used
to be angry with Russia, now “they want to have good communication with Russia, to get rid of
the West.”*® As the Conservative Movement sees it, this pivot will be easy, as Georgia has

plenty of mutual connections and a pragmatic relationship with Russia.

4.2.2. Mutual connections
As with the Alliance of Patriots, the Conservative Movement emphasizes Georgia’s

economic relationship with Russia. According to the Conservative Movement, “Russia is the
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39 including trade and direct

main economic partner, the main source of income for Georgia,
foreign transfers from Georgians living in Russia. Western sanctions imposed on Russia have
only improved this relationship, as “remittances from Russia have increased tenfold [... and] the
[Georgian Lari] has strengthened.”® Due to the sanctions, Russia now needs Georgia more than
vice versa, leading to the “deepening of strategic-economic relations [... and] the opening of the
Russian market and trade space.”®' There is also plenty of potential to develop and deepen
Georgia’s economic relationship with Russia, to Georgia’s profit.*** However, this mutual
connection is more than an economic relationship, with the Conservative Movement heavily
emphasizing the historic connections as well. For example, the Soviet Union is seen as having
developed Georgia’s economy and in return, Georgian sacrifices saved the Union from Nazi
Germany.’® They claim that, despite what its detractors might say, Russia has been a force for

good in Georgian history: it saved Georgia from Ottoman and Persian dominance, united the

fragmented Georgian lands and ended slavery and serfdom.** To quote Morgoshia:

There have been periods in Georgian history, when Georgian aristocrats sold
1.700.000 Georgians in Istanbul bazaars. This has been the biggest historical
genocide of Georgians and Russia was the one prohibiting this in the end. [...] ]
don’t have any Russian blood, but Georgia was united three times—two times by
Georgian kings and for the third time, by Russia. This is a fact. Who brought
Adjara back? Russia.’®

But more than anything else, the Conservative Movement underscores the importance of the
values that are shared by Georgia and Russia. In the words of Shota Martinenko, “Russia, a
country with a [Orthodox] Christian culture, is a natural ally for us.”*® Russia also shares
Georgia’s supposed conservative, anti-liberal and anti-LGBTQ+ stance.’” While Morgoshia
might argue that in Russia “Orthodox religion is not as strong and solid as in Georgia,***® his
colleagues—and he himself—see their shared religious, traditional and socio-conservative

values as key in restoring Georgia’s relationship with Russia and in building allied relations.**
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4.2.3. Pragmatic relationship

Besides emphasizing these deep mutual connections, the Conservative Movement also
highlights the pragmatic relationship that supposedly exists between Georgia and Russia. For
example, according to Morgoshia, Russia does not push unwanted values on Georgia but
respects its domestic politics.’”® Further, Russia praises an independent and balanced Georgian
foreign and domestic policy—spearheaded by the Conservative Movement—that does not
submit to Western pressure.’”" Also, unlike the West, Russia’s relationship with Georgia comes
without insulting strings attached, such as the EU’s twelve-point instructions for membership.*”?
According to the Conservative Movement, Russia instead treats Georgia as a peer—unlike the
West, who see it as a dark backwater.’” Besides, the Conservative Movement speaks the same
language as the Russians—and not just in the literal sense. As Morgoshia put it, “as soon as you
start talking with them as if they are above you, you will always be bullied. You have to be
strong, and they have to know that you are not their agent, but emissary and representative of
your country.”*™ Tt is this kind of straightforward, understanding and respectful approach that
has characterized the Conservative Movement’s dialogue with Russia, which, they claim, led to
the restoration of flights and easing of the visa regime between the countries. Based on the
positive reactions and feedback coming from Russia, it is clear to the Conservative Movement

that a continued dialogue can solve every issue between Georgia and Russia.’”

4.2.4. Reconciling affinity with conflict

The Conservative Movement reconciles its affinity towards Russia with historical and
contemporary conflicts not just through accusations of nefarious Western meddling, as we saw
with the Alliance of Patriots, but also by diving deep into conspiratorial thinking. They claim
that the 2008 August War was a betrayal provoked by Saakashvili. While Morgoshia fought in
the war, he bears no grudges against Russia: “There is no such thing as a constant ally or a

constant enemy.”’® As Morgoshia sees it, the August War was a continuation of a fundamental
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conflict with Russia that started in the 1990s. This conflict was, at its core, instigated by the
West. The violent overthrow of the first democratically elected President of Georgia, Zviad
Gamsakhurdia, in 1991-1992, and the subsequent civil war and separatist conflicts were,
according to Morgoshia, “directly financed by the Americans with the help of Russians.”*”” The
Russians he is referring to are Boris Yeltsin and his government, which he argues “were puppets
of the American government.”*”® During his interview for this thesis, Morgoshia alleged that he
has evidence which proves that the Americans paid the Russians to intervene in Georgia, though
he did not provide it. Further, after the West besmirched Gamsakhurdia, painting him as a rabid,
autocratic nationalist and then overthrowing him, they replaced him with the former Soviet
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Eduard Shevardnadze—and, according to Morgoshia, “everybody
knows that Shevardnadze was for America.””” As the Conservative Movement sees it, these
American conspiracies in Georgia are a part of a greater struggle between Russia and the West.
However, this conflict is not only geopolitical; in their eyes, it is a clash of identities, if not

civilizations. To quote Shota Martinenko:

Ultimately, we are no longer seeing a cold war, but a real war between Russia and
the West. But this will not be a war only between the West and Russia, it will be a
war between the liberal part of the world, a purely anti-Christian ideology, with
the entire Christian world, which is trying to maintain its understanding of moral
norms.**

This war between the liberal and Christian worlds is a long-standing trend, and the Georgian
conflicts of the 1990s and the 2008 August War are not the only examples of this. Morgoshia
highlights NATO’s intervention in Kosovo, Bulgarians being used as “llamas” to service NATO
troops and “Greece drowning in debt and gay parades” as additional examples of the liberal war
on Christianity—and on Orthodoxy in particular.*®' According to Morgoshia, the historical and
contemporary enemies of Orthodoxy—including NATO, George Soros, Winston Churchil, Leon
Trotsky, Joe Biden and Vladimir Lenin, along with their traitorous lackeys, such as Mikhail
Gorbachev, Yeltsin, Shevardnadze, Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Saakashvili—will do everything
in their power to instigate war and conflict between Orthodox peoples, “until we return to

God.”*? Additionally, as the reference to Zelenskyy indicates, the Conservative Movement sees
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Russia’s renewed invasion of Ukraine as a clear example of this type of provoked conflict.
According to them, the “Ukrainians and Russians are essentially one people, but the West

managed to unleash a war between them.”*** The West manufactured a conflict between brothers

1 384

and is now pressuring Georgia to join the war as well.”** But this is not being done for the sake

of Georgia;** rather, in Kardava’s words, “the West looks at Georgia as a springboard before its
geopolitical rival. The West's interest is not our welfare. Its interest is to weaken Russia, not with
its own hands, but with someone else's hands.”** The West—and the U.S. in particular—does
not want Georgia to settle its problems with its separatists or its conflicts with Russia. Instead,
due to the limitations imposed by fear of nuclear conflict, the U.S. uses smaller states to fight
proxy wars against Russia and weaken its rival.”® The Conservative Movement is primarily
concerned with the West starting a war between Georgia and Russia for its own sake.**®

In the eyes of the Conservative Movement, the only way to avoid such a conflict and
preserve Georgia’s Christian identity is to establish a strategic military relationship with
Russia.”® As mentioned, it sees this alliance as natural, given their shared Christian identity and
culture.” Russia and Georgia need each other in their joint struggle against Western liberal
hegemony and its war against Christianity.*®' It is thus in Georgia’s best interest to befriend

99392

Russia, “to turn [it] from an enemy into an ally and shift Georgia’s geopolitical vector

393

towards Russia.””” According to Morgoshia, there is no space for a balancing act between

geopolitical and civilizational poles: ”You have to choose one or another.”* Further, the

Conservative Movement see Russia as “a country that is naturally interested in peace on its
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borders and in settling conflicts and forming allied relationships.**® They also claim that

Georgia is a natural place not “of confrontation, but on the contrary, a place of integration,”’
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making the establishment of allied relations between these two partners an easy task. The
Conservative Movement’s positive dialogue with the Kremlin is, supposedly, proof of this.**
Not only would allied relations prevent war, they might also solve a host of other issues and lead
to further positive developments with Russia.**® As Morgoshia points out, the Conservative
Movement was established with three economic-specific goals in mind: a strengthening of
economic relationships, direct flight and visa-free relationships with Russia. “We gave only

»400__and

these three promises to people and nothing else—and we fulfilled all three of them
there is plenty of additional economic potential to be developed through an alliance with
Russia.*”! However, for the Conservative Movement, the preeminent issue that will be solved
through allied relations and dialogue with Russia is the de-occupation of Georgian lands. In
Shota Martinenko’s words, “our choice is to ally with Russia in return for achieving the return of
our lands.”** To achieve this goal, the Conservative Movement is ready to find compromises
with Russia. In return for holding a referendum on the future of the separatist republics—which
would include Georgia’s many IDPs and would thus, according to Morgoshia, guarantee their
return to the homeland—Georgia would allow Russian troops already stationed in the republics
to remain there for the next fifty years. Morgoshia is even open to Russian “tactical atomic
weapons [being deployed] on the territory of Adjara and Guria.”*** When asked whether this was
to protect Georgia against Turkey, Morgoshia laughed and said: “Maybe Mongolia.”***

Still, it is clear that the Conservative Movement sees allied relations with Russia as a
way of protecting Georgia from its many perceived threats. Chief among these is the threat of
Western conspiratorial interference, but another perceived danger comes from what the
Conservative Movement sees as Georgia’s main historical enemy: Turkey. As Morgoshia sees it,
“Turkey is always a threat to Georgia, because they have their imperialist intentions. They
always underline in their educational books that Adjara and part of Guria are parts of their
empire.”®” The only alternative to the Conservative Movement’s political agenda—which,

according to Kardava, is opposed by the Turkish secret intelligence service—is Georgia’s

eventual “Turkization.”** Islam is also seen as a threat, especially if Georgia were to join the
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EU, where, according to Morgoshia, “natives” have become minorities in their own cities.
Echoing the white supremacist Great Replacement conspiracy theory, which argues that white
Europeans are being replaced by non-whites, especially from Muslim countries, Morgoshia
states that Georgia would be at the risk of disappearing if it were to join the EU:*"’ the same fate

awaits Georgia if it embraces Western hegemonic cultural values.

4.3. Discussion

It is evident that the Alliance of Patriots and the Conservative Movement—as
representatives of the Georgian populist radical right—both construct their vision of the “native”
Georgian around Orthodox religion, traditions and values. In turn, they define the most
threatening “nonnative” persons and ideas as alien and incompatible values being imposed upon

99 ¢

Georgia by the hegemonic West and its domestic “fifth column,” “agents” and “slaves.” The
Alliance of Patriots is, however, somewhat more open to accepting new values into Georgian
society, albeit carefully, deliberately and slowly. By contrast the Conservative Movement rejects
all alien values imposed by the West, seeing them as inherently destructive to everything
Georgian. While they do not use the term themselves, it is evident that both parties fear for
Georgia’s cultural sovereignty, that is, its ability to control and direct its own culture. While
innocuous-sounding, cultural sovereignty is a prime justification for autocrats and human rights
abusers, who argue that the underpinnings of international human rights are Western and alien
and therefore can be ignored so as to protect indigenous culture. It can certainly be argued that
the focus of both the Alliance of Patriots and the Conservative Movement on protecting
Georgia’s values and traditions is “rooted in old-fashioned strategies of non-interference,
supremacy, and control,” fundamental to this conceptualisation of cultural sovereignty.**®

In addition to the imposition of alien values, both the Alliance of Patriots and the
Conservative Movement see the West as attempting to dictate Georgia’s domestic and foreign
policy through various devious machinations, including the manipulation of Georgia’s “corrupt
elite,” as represented by the UNM and the Georgian Dream. There are, however, differences in
how the Alliance of Patriots and the Conservative Movement see these machinations playing

out. The Alliance of Patriots sees provocations and electoral fraud as the worst interference

committed so far, with a coup d’état being only a distant—but distinct—possibility, and are
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instead focused on the bellitting and hypocritical way in which the West dictates Georgian
affairs. Conversely, the Conservative Movement sees constant Western conspiracies and coup
attempts aimed at violently overthrowing the current government. However, while differing in
the severity they observe, both parties see Western cultural and political hegemony as the main
threat to Georgia. Contrasted to their dim view of the West both parties see Russia as a sincere
partner with whom, based on the countries’ mutual connections, they can have an open and
honest dialogue. Both parties see economic relations as playing an important part in these
mutual connections; this is the sole focus for the Alliance of Patriots. Incidentally, it may be
noted that in their discussions of these economic relations, their view on the possible impact of
sanctions is the complete reverse of how most European populist radical right parties frame it.
While the populist radical right of Western and Central Europe in particularis focused on the
negative impact sanctions have on their local economies and societies, the Alliance of Patriots
and the Conservative Movement frame the discussion on the potential positive impacts that not
joining the sanctions might have onthe Georgian economy. But while the Alliance of Patriots’
main focus is economic, the Conservative Movement also emphasizes historical kinship and
shared values in their framing of Georgia’s mutual connections with Russia—viewing it as a
natural Christian ally that has had a positive impact on Georgian history. Furthermore, both the
Alliance of Patriots and the Conservative Movement argue that achieving sensible, grounded,
and practical discussions with Russia would be effortless due to the countries’ shared pragmatic
relationship. Both Tarkhan-Mouravi and Morgoshia claim they and their parties inherently
understand the mentality of their Russian counterparts making negotiations much easier. Russia
also treats them as peers, unlike the West—which, they claim, views Georgia as a dark
backwater. As such, the Alliance of Patriots and the Conservative Movement both see Russia as
a pragmatic and equal partner, with whom mutually beneficial deals can be made.

As for reconciling their affinity towards Russia with the history of conflicts, both the
Alliance of Patriots and the Conservative Movement argue that these conflicts did not occur
naturally, but were provoked by the meddling of the U.S. and its Georgian lackeys as a part of
the geopolitical contest between the U.S. and Russia. The Conservative Movement goes even
further, framing the contest as a civilizational battle between liberal hegemony and the
(Orthodox) Christian world. As such, the Conservative Movement sees American-led
conspiracies around every corner, linking alleged U.S. coup-attempts in Georgia to larger, global
machinations. They also go further back in time, moving beyond the 2008 August War, which
tends to be the main focus of the Alliance of Patriots when discussing U.S. meddling. The

Conservative Movement also includes Georgia’s internal wars in the 1990s, and goes as far as
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linking early twentieth-century figures, such as Lenin and Churchill, to this supposed liberal
conspiracy against (Orthodox) Christianity. However, this should come as no surprise, since the
far-right—especially in its populist form—is rife with conspiracies and particularly receptive to
them.*” The Conservative Movement’s conspiratorial world-view, specifically, relies heavily on
the idea of “cultural marxism,” a far-right antisemitic conspiracy theory related to
Nazi-Germany’s idea of “cultural Bolshevism,” both of which postulate that there exists a global
conspiracy, mainly led by Jewish intellectuals, whose aim it is to undermine Christian and
traditional values and to replace them with marxist or liberal values. Morgoshia’s references to
Jewish conspirators against Orthodoxy and Christianity, especially George Soros—a common
target of antisemitic conspiracies—further reinforces his antisemitic credentials. “Cultural
marxism” can also be linked to the Great Replacement theory, which Morgoshia seems to
support.*'® This is not to say that the Conservative Movement is alone in its conspiratorial
thinking or that the Alliance of Patriots is immune to it. On the contrary, the latter’s narrative on
U.S. meddling in Georgia is rife with conspiratorial thinking, but the Conservative Movement
clearly pursues this kind of thinking much further. However, whether it is based on geopolitical,
civilizational or conspiratorial views, both the Alliance of Patriots and the Conservative
Movement share a perception of the U.S. as using Georgia (and Ukraine) as proxies in its
conflict with Russia, leading to unwanted unnatural wars.

The Alliance of Patriots and the Conservative Movement differ most significantly in
their approach to solving Georgia’s conflicts with Russia. The former argues for armed
neutrality, a careful balancing of geopolitical poles and the use of “sweet words” to find
solutions with Russia. However, not only can one question the actual neutrality of the Alliance
of Patriots, it must also be pointed out that implementing this supposed neutral balanced
approach would be difficult to say the least. During his interview, Tarkhan-Mouravi was very
vague on why Russia should support the reintegration of Abkhazia and South Ossetia into
Georgia, seeing as Russia has recognized them as independent states. The same vagueness was
apparent when he was questioned on why Russia would accept Georgia’s economic integration

into the EU. Further, this purported neutral stance would arguably be to Russia’s advantage and
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make Georgia further beholden to it. As Tarkhan-Mouravi himself pointed out, Georgia is
economically dependent on Russia, and the approach he and the Alliance of Patriots proposes
would likely reinforce this dependence, making it near-impossible for Georgia to conduct an
independent foreign policy without the threat of Russian sanctions and economic
meddling—one of the Kremlin’s favored foreign policy tools.*'' Besides, armed neutrality can
be an expensive endeavor, but in his interview, Tarkhan-Mouravi argued that it would be cheaper
for Georgia than living up to NATO’s standard for every member state to spend 2% of their GDP
on defense. However, most neutral states also tend to spend around 2% of their GDP on defense,
while Georgia is currently spending just below 2% on its military. One year before Russia’s
invasion in 2008, this spending was at 9.2% —how Georgia would fare better defending itself
now than then is hard to comprehend, especially since the economy, which is supposed to
sustain its neutrality, would be dependent on its antagonistic neighbor.*'* Furthermore, the
neutrality of Tarkhan-Mouravi’s two favorite examples—Switzerland and Austria—can be
questioned, due to their close military, political and economic ties with the U.S., the EU and
other Western European powers.*”> And while Tarkhan-Mouravi argues that other neutral
countries, such as Finland and Sweden, have only benefited from their neutrality, these cases are
not fully clear either. Finland, for example, was not in an envious but an extremely precarious
position during the Cold War. It was forced to balance between geopolitical poles, and it was
mainly the threat posed by its eastern neighbor that prevented Finland from conducting a wholly
independent foreign policy. At the end of the Cold War, Finland could—and did—conduct a
foreign policy of its own choosing, joining the EU less than five years after the collapse of the
Soviet Union, together with Sweden and Austria. With a resurgent and unpredictable Russia,
Finland and Sweden have recognized the limitations of their neutrality and have or are in the

process of joining NATO.*'* Lastly, the Russian (and before that, Soviet) approach to armed
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neutrality should give the Alliance of Patriots pause. Not only does Russia tend to merge the
idea of neutrality with that of outright demilitarization, it also has a poor track record of
respecting other countries declared neutrality. Moldova is a constitutionally neutral country, yet
Russian troops are still stationed in its territory. Ukraine, too, was constitutionally neutral, a
position it maintained in the immediate aftermath of the Maidan Revolution, only changing its
stance after Russia’s 2014 invasion of the Donbass and illegal annexation of Crimea.*"

As for the Conservative Movement, since it sees the U.S. instigation of conflicts as part
of a bigger civilizational struggle, with Georgia emphatically belonging to one side of it, only a
direct alliance with Russia can solve their issues and protect Georgia. However, even more
starkly than with the neutral approach, it is hard to see how Georgia would not become wholly
subservient to Russia in this supposed allied relationship. Russia is ahead of Georgia in every
metric, be it military, economic or otherwise, with Georgia being a drop in the water compared
to Russia’s power. If Georgia were to shift its geopolitical pole towards Russia, as Shota
Martinenko suggested, it is self-evident that it would be anything but an equal relationship, even
if Morgoshia insists on a personal feeling of superiority in his discussions with Russian
officials.*'® How the Conservative Movement, as Georgian patriots, could accept such obvious
subservience, is difficult to understand. In such an unequal relationship, Georgia would be
completely unable to insist on any policy that Russia did not approve of, lest it invite

destruction. As Morgoshia himself noted, “Russians always solve problems with tanks™*!'"—

an
idiom that has been proven right time and again, from Russia’s unprovoked interventions in
Moldova and Georgia in the early 1990s to its renewed invasion of Ukraine. If Georgia, under
the guidance of the Conservative Movement, were to eschew other relations in favor of a
supposed “allied” relationship with Russia, Georgia will, without a doubt, find itself with little to
no freedom to conduct an independent foreign or domestic policy. That being said, in their
different approaches towards rapprochement with Russia, there is a clear enmity between the
two parties, with Tarkhan-Mouravi and Morgoshia taking a swipe at each other during their
interviews.

Yet, while disagreeing about the rapprochement with Russia, the two parties see eye to

eye in fearing for Georgia’s cultural sovereignty—and for its territorial sovereignty too. But the

latter is not due to the Russian occupation; instead, the Alliance of Patriots and the Conservative
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Movement see Turkey as a pressing and persistent threat to Georgia’s territorial sovereignty,
viewing it (and its predominant religion, Islam) as Georgia’s primordial antagonist. In their
interpretation of Georgia’s history, Turkey, and to a lesser extent Iran, takes on the role of
imperialist oppressor. This negative perception of Turkey is reflected in the broader social view
in contemporary Georgia, where the country is viewed with distinct apprehension.*'® Russia, by
contrast, is constructed by the Conservative Movement as a savior of sorts, since it freed
Georgia from Islamic rule and united its land under one tsar. Historical evidence to the
contrary—which cannot be ascribed to nefarious outside meddling—is conveniently elided by
both the Alliance of Patriots and the Conservative Movement. Besides their peculiar historical
perspective, they also view Russia as respectful and understanding, even brotherly, in its
approach to Georgian culture and identity. It is in this interpretation of Russia where the
difference between Georgian populist radical right and their Eastern European compatriots
comes to the fore, with the latter viewing Russia purely as an imperialist oppressor. What might
explain this difference is a sense of geographical isolation among the Georgian populist radical
right. While only alluded to in passing, there is a clear subtextual sense of geographical isolation
emanating from both the Alliance of Patriots and the Conservative Movement. Neither party has
much love for their neighbors, be it Turkey, Azerbaijan or Armenia (and their respective
minorities living within Georgia’s borders). A recent survey indicated that this sentiment is
reflected in the wider Georgian society, too: out of its four neighboring countries, Russia is seen
as the most familiar and sociable.*"” By contrast, the members of the Eastern European populist
radical right view each other as potential allies not only against Russia, but also against
liberalism. Taking a page out of the Polish interwar authoritarian Jozef Pitsudski’s book on
Miedzymorze, Eastern European populist radical right has envisioned an “Intermarium” far-right
alliance of white ethnostates stretching from the Baltic to the Black Seas, acting as a
counterbalance and alternative to “both Western European influence and Russian imperialist
ambitions.”?® While an Intermarium alliance might work for the populist radical right of the
geographically proximate Eastern European countries, Georgia finds itself isolated in the South
Caucasus. As such, while Georgia itself has an antagonistic relationship with Russia, to say the
least, its populist radical right is all but forced to look towards Russia for an ally. However, this

necessitates the reconciling of affinity with conflict—and what better way of doing that than
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laying the blame at the feet of the nefarious West, which, according to its populist radical right,
is already attacking both the cultural and political sovereignty of Georgia?

The answer to this thesis research question thus boils down to a genuine attraction to
Russia, which is seen as a natural collaborator in Georgia’s struggle against a hegemonic and
imposing West. It must be noted that the populist radical right’s opposition to Western hegemony
is not necessarily completely baseless. While the populist radical right at times presents
unsubstantiated political narratives, their policies are often based on real societal demands,**!
and the same is true of the Georgian populist radical right. The West—be it the EU, NATO or
the U.S.—does, at times, impose its political hegemony onto its periphery, engendering
animosity and anxiety among the locals, including in Georgia.** Several examples from Central
and Eastern Europe illustrate this. With the enlargement of the EU following the end of the Cold
War, countries that for centuries had been construed as “backwards” Others to the “enlightened”
Western Europe had to be incorporated into a European identity. This endeavor had mixed
results, to say the least, as it is often perceived by Central and Eastern Europe as a hegemonic

> In Hungary, the post-socialist

imposition of Western European culture and values.*
transformation period produced real resentment aimed at, among others, the EU and the
U.S.-dominated International Monetary Fund, which was seen as imposing unreasonable costs
on the average Hungarian. It was in part by formulating this resentment into a political narrative
that Orban rose to—and remains in—power in Hungary.*** Further, due to the post-socialist
nature of Central and Eastern Europe, (populist) left-wing alternatives to liberal hegemony are

virtually nonexistent, leaving the far-right—especially the populist radical right—as the sole
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actor countering these Western hegemonic tendencies. However, due to the late blooming of the
Georgian populist radical right, their response to the societal resentment that results from the
transformation period and their ability to use it has yet to be proven.

These comments are not meant to condone the narrative of the Georgian populist radical
right. As noted, they clearly use societal anxiety around a perceived loss of cultural (and
political) sovereignty as a strategy to push a xenophobic and homophobic agenda, promote
cultural supremacy and fend off (in their eyes, unwanted) external interference. But the West
still needs to reckon with the emotional responses engendered by its approaches to the periphery
and take responsibility for the negative perceptions that can result from its hegemonic
tendencies. That being said, the key takeaway should be that Russia is more than able to
generate genuine attraction among conservatives and the far-right of Europe through the use of
its social-conservative “soft power”—which is an established, but often overlooked, fact.*** The
affinity that the populist radical right of Western and Central Europe shows towards Russia
clearly demonstrates this, and the same can be said for the Georgian case. While some—but not
all—of the populist radical right have financial and political ties with the Kremlin, that does not
make them stooges. Arguing otherwise gives credence to the Georgian populist radical right’s
own argument that Georgia’s liberal NGOs, media organizations and liberal parties are lackeys
of the West, seeing that they receive financial and political support from the EU and the U.S.
Instead, it must be recognized that Russia’s conservative values and illiberal governance model
can and do engender an autonomous, autochthonous and genuine attraction which, for the
populist radical right of Georgia, is only reinforced by their perception of already existing
positive mutual connections and relations.* It is, however, Russia’s comradely role in Georgia's
struggle against the hegemonic West that is, arguably, the main driver behind the affinity the
Georgian populist radical right display towards Russia. Combined with the perceived threat of
Turkey, which is seen as an age-old imperialist menace, and Georgia’s geopolitical isolation, its
populist radical right is left with no other actor in the region to look towards for cooperation,
protection and alliance except Russia. Of course, this affinity must be reconciled with Georgia’s
historical and ongoing conflicts with Russia, which the populist radical right does through a
distinctly conspiratorial approach that is all too common among far-right populists, blaming the
West for all that ails their neighborly relations. While the Conservative Movement’s approach to

this question is defined by obvious references to white supremacist and antisemitic conspiracy
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theories, the conspiratorial approach of the Alliance of Patriots is at least comparatively less
noxious. It should also be mentioned that the focus of the Georgian populist radical right on the
supposed dangers of liberal impositions and Turkish imperialism is one way for them to redirect
public discontent away from Russia and onto these supposed existential enemies.

Lastly, surveys have shown that the majority of Georgians have a distinctly anti-liberal
mindset and that levels of xenophobia, sexism and islamophobia in Georgian society have
increased between 2009 and 2018.*7 Yet, anti-liberal sentiments do not automatically translate
into an affinity for Russia—but they can create space for the narratives peddled by the Georgian
populist radical right to take hold. For example, in a recent study, Georgian students were found
to have a relatively modest social distance—that is, degree of psychological remoteness between
members of one social group and members of another—from Russia. However, the religious and
cultural legacies that seem to be the basis for this closeness were mitigated by the students’
adherence to Western and liberal values, which leaves Russia somewhat in the middle in terms
of social distance.*® However, if those liberal values were nonexistent (as they arguably are
among the more conservative segment of Georgian society) or slowly eroding away (perhaps
due to the agitation of the populist radical right or Georgian Dream’s pivot to the right), then the
social distance felt might become even narrower. This, in turn, might make the Georgian
populist radical right an attractive political alternative, due to its steady supply of conservative,
right-wing and anti-liberal narratives. As mentioned, both parties in question—and the
Conservative Movement in particular—feel that they already have this effect on Georgian
society. It would therefore not be far-fetched to predict that some Georgians might start picking
up the Russian-friendly messages that are mixed in with the anti-liberal narratives of the populist
radical right. The Georgian populist radical right is thus arguably attempting to shift Georgia’s
Overton window—the spectrum of societally admissible policy options—by making it more
acceptable to hold Russian-friendly positions.

In this project, the Georgian populist radical right has an ally in the Georgian Orthodox

Church, which is a key propagator not only of socially conservative beliefs but also of
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Russian-friendly sentiments. The church (or its individual members) has actively supported the
Georgian populist radical right and even arranged violent protest actions with it, such as the
2021 attack on Tbilisi Pride. As the Georgian Orthodox Church is the most trusted institution in
Georgia and the vast majority of Georgians see religion as the most important aspect of their
identity, the Church holds an outsize influence over societal norms and values. As such, its
promotion of socially conservative values and Russian-friendly views has the very real potential
of strengthening the narratives and political capital of the populist radical right.**” On this last
note, it must be remarked that the Conservative Movement, the Alliance of Patriots and the rest
of the Georgian populist radical right were not created in a vacuum. While their poor electoral
performances and low ratings might seem to contradict this, these factors do not mean that the
populist radical right has a limited influence on Georgian politics and society. The Georgia
populist radical right only started gaining traction in 2016 and has already had a marked impact
on mainstream politics. While Georgian Dream is seemingly attempting to stop the tide with its
own right-wing pivot, time will tell if this conservative dike will hold back a surging populist

t.*% As such, while it might be convenient and reassuring to explain away their

radical righ
existence and political agency as operatives of the Kremlin, it is clear that there is an organic
sentiment in Georgia for the populist radical right to grow out of and tap into—a sentiment they

use to push anti-liberal, anti-Western narratives and, through those, an affinity for Russia.
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Conclusion

The aim of this thesis was to elucidate and interpret the motivations for and drivers of the
Georgian populist radical right’s affinity towards Russia. To achieve this, a qualitative thematic
analysis was carried out on public statements by two emblematic representatives of Georgia's
populist radical right—the Alliance of Patriots of Georgia and the Conservative
Movement—and on field interviews with its leaders. The findings indicate that the Georgian
populist radical right is motivated in their affinity with Russia by a genuine attraction, based on
a perception of economic connections, historical closeness, shared values and pragmatic
relationship. Their affinity towards Russia was shown to be further driven by feelings of fear and
hostility engendered by their perception of threats towards Georgia’s cultural and territorial
sovereignty, hailing from Western liberal hegemony and Turkish imperialism, respectively, and
bolstered by feelings of geographical isolation. Furthermore, the research showed that by mixing
its Russian-friendly position into a narrative that is predominantly focused on anti-Western and
anti-liberal messaging, the Georgian populist radical right is using already existing anti-liberal
sentiment within Georgian society to make Russian-friendly positions societally acceptable to
hold. The assistance furnished by the Georgian Orthodox Church in this endeavor is obvious,
but deserves further investigation. Based on the definition laid out in this thesis, the Georgian
Orthodox Church could arguably be considered a populist radical right actor in its own right,
opening up another interesting avenue of future research.

The main finding of this thesis was that far-right sentiments and, crucially,
Russian-friendly positions among the populist radical right—and the societies they emerge
from—can be organic, autochthonous and genuine. As the thesis’ epigraph suggested, a simple
mismatch in values does not mean that the populist radical right and other far-right entities
should not be taken seriously as political actors with their own agency. However, there is a clear
tendency among liberal politicians and academics to ignore or explain away uncomfortable
truths and underestimate crucial challenges to liberal democracy, in particular the genuine
ideological and political attraction that the current Russian regime engenders among certain
actors. This is also true for Georgia, where the Russian-friendly position of its populist radical
right is actively dismissed as Russian interference, and their agency reduced to being mere
pawns of Moscow. That is not to say that interference is unlikely or that pawns do not exist. But
it is just as likely that the Russian affinity of the populist radical right came about not as a result
of financial or political support but from a genuine attraction. This is crucial to keep in mind
when studying Russian-friendly groups: there is more to it than rubles and vodka.

On this note, the thesis also pointed towards an underappreciated trend, namely that
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Western hegemonic tendencies have the very real ability to engender animosity and drive
anti-liberal and anti-Western sentiments. While there has been some discussion of this
phenomenon, especially in a Central and Eastern European context, the topic needs further
academic attention. A future line of research into the causes and consequences of the rise of the
populist radical right should be a more explicit inquiry into the role that Western hegemonic
tendencies have had in engendering anti-liberal, right-wing and Russian-friendly narratives in
Central and Eastern Europe in general and Georgia in particular. Again, this is not to justify the
prejudices of the populist radical right, but it is crucial that the West learns from its mistakes,
especially if it is to succeed in a potential Western integration of Ukraine. Even with the
immense support it received during the current invasion, a lack of sensitivity, understanding and
respect or a treatment of Ukraine as inherently backward or deficient could provoke a far-right,
populist backlash, as has been the case in other Central and Eastern European countries.

It remains to be seen what the future holds for the wider populist radical right of Georgia
and, in particular, what will become of the case studies of this thesis. The upcoming
parliamentary elections, scheduled for October 2024, will be pivotal for Georgia. Not only will
the decade-long rule of Georgian Dream be up for debate, the election will also show whether
the Alliance of Patriots or the Conservative Movement can live up to their own expectations.
The maverick Movement may beat out the venerable Alliance, or the Alliance may hold on to its
electorate while the Conservative Movement taps into a newer and potentially younger one. A
distinct possibility, however, is that the Alliance of Patriots and the Conservative Movement, in
their competition, simply poach voters from each other, denying both any kind of electoral
success. This is not to mention Georgia's various other right-wing and conservative parties, in
particular the (alleged) systemic opposition, such as People’s Power or the European Socialists.
It will be interesting to see whether the Georgian populist radical right can manage to emulate
the electoral success of its wider European party family or if the systemic opposition—or even
Georgian Dream itself—can maintain their sway over the conservative section of Georgian
society through their right-wing pivot. What is harder to measure but is crucially important is the
impact of the populist radical right on wider societal and political perceptions in Georgia. A
significant line of future study would investigate not only the Georgian but wider populist
radical right’s ability to shift societal and political perceptions from being open to Western
liberalism to being more positively inclined towards Russia. But if Georgia does eventually
pivot towards Russia—whether driven by the burgeoning populist radical right or by an
increasingly conservative Georgian Dream—it will undoubtedly find itself dancing with the

Devil.
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16 aBrycra 2021r.

«AunbstHC arpruoToB [ py3un» no noBoxy komMmeHtapusa Kpemiis

[TocTpoeHue apyeCTBEHHBIX OTHOLIEHUH ¢ PoccHel :)KM3HEHHO BaXKHO HE TOJIBKO IS
IPy3UHCKON SKOHOMHKH, HO U B 1ieoM aiist [ py3uun. OueBuHO, 4TO O€3 COTPYAHUYECTBA C
Poccuent, ['py3ust He CMOXET IPOTUBOCTOATH J1aKE€ PErMOHATIBHBIM BbI30BaM. IMEHHO TOATOMY
MBI IIOCTOSIHHO TOJYEPKUBAEM, YTO BOCCTAHOBJIEHUE JOBEPHUSI, B IEPBYIO OUEPE/b, BAKHO JJIS
camoii [ py3un, 1 IMEHHO MTOATOMY MBI OOPATHIIMCH C OTKPHITBHIM MHChbMOM K [Ipe3unenty
Poccun.

Peakuuss MoCKBBI OTHO3HAUHO CBUAETENBCTBYET O MO3UTUBHOM HacTpoe Poccun, uro Becbma
paayeT He TOJIBKO HAC, HO U MoaBsiolee OONbIIMHCTBO HaceneHus [ py3uu, KoTopoe yxe
JTABHO YCTAJIO OT aMEPUKAHCKOTO «BJIAJIbIYECTBAY, OT HEMPEPHIBHOTO «IIOCTYKUBAHUS B ABEPU
HATO» 1 oT NOCTOSHHOTO HanpsiKEHUs B OTHOILLICHUSX ¢ Poccueid.

MsTKO TOBOPS, BEI3BIBAET HEJJOYMEHHE TOT (PAKT, UTO MO3UTUBHBIN OTKIMK Poccuun
KoMMeHTHpyeT cHavyasa nocos CIIA u nums 3arem npeaceaaresb NpaBsend MapTUn
«I'py3uHCcKass MeuTa», KOTOpBIM, KCTaTH FOBOPS, AEJIaeT COBEPILICHHO HE3PEIIOE U NIyII0e
3asiBJICHUE.

MBI BHOBB ITPU3BIBAE€M BIIACTU I py3UH O0TKA3aTbCsl OT HABA3aHHOW aMEPUKAHCKUMHU
«xo3sieBamm» KoHGpoHTamuu ¢ Poccueit. M1 npusbsiBaeM [Ipembep-munuctpa u [Ipesuaenra
['py3uu BBICTYNUTH ¢ TyOIMYHBIMU 3asIBIICHUSMU, KOTOPBIE OyAyT COOTBETCTBOBATh HHTEPECAM
I'py3un, a He HHTEpECaM aMEPUKAHCKUX «XO35EBY.

P.S. MsI pa3meriaem B MHTEpHETE pOoTOrpaduu Jr0aeH, NOAIEPKUBAIOIINX KypcC Ha COMMKEHNE
¢ Poccueit. B nannsbiii MomenT 9433 ¢ororpadun MOXHO MPOCMOTPETH IO CCHUIKE:
https://drive.google.com/.../1kgu_yoYHqvSuwOkUg...

Kpowme Toro, k otkpeitomy nucemy [Ipesuaenty Poccun npogomkaroT IpruCcOeINHATHCS HAIIN
COrpakJlaHe, U CETO/IHS Mbl IyOJIHKYeM elle 25 NOANuCei:

Post no. 15: 13th of August 2021 at 18:26
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?tbid=1236312640147458&set=a.107342946377772
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10 aBrycra 2021r.

KomMmenTapuit «AnpgaHca natpuoToB [ py3umn» k oTkpeiToMy nucbMy Ipesunenty Poccun

2 aBrycta Mbl OITyOIHKOBaIH OTKpBITOE TUChMO [Ipesunenty Poccun 1 03HAKOMUIIHCH CO
MHO>KECTBOM KOMMEHTapHeB. X0TelI0ch Obl 00paTuTh BHUMaHUE 3KCIIEPTOB Ha TO, uTo [ py3us
yKe JIaBHO CTajla aMepPUKaHCKOM cTpaHoH, a 3Hauut, u HIIO, u monutonoru, 1 COuuoioru, u
CMMU, 3a penkum HCKIOUEHHUEM, 3/1€Ch TaK)Ke aMepuKaHckue. 13 9-u TenekaHaioB, UMEIOIINUX
CTaTyc OOIEeHAIMOHAILHOTO BEIaTeIs, JIUIIh OCHOBAaHHASI HAMU TEJIePaIMOKOMITAHUS
«OODBEKTHUBY HE SBISIETCS] AMEPUKAHCKOM.

[IpeBpaieHre B aMepUKaHCKYIO CTpaHy MOAPa3yMEBaeT BOIHY C MpaBOCIaBUeM, 00prOy ¢
IPy3UHCKUM CaMOCO3HAHHEM U TICUXOJIOTUYECKUIN TeppOp MPOTUB TEX, KTO HE XOUET CTATh
amepukanieM! OnHako OONBITMHCTBO HACENICHUS, BKITIOUAsl HAC, HE KeJlaeT MPEeBpaIlaThCs B
aMepHUKaHIIEB, a moceMy amepukanuzupoBanubie HITO, nonuTonoru, comuonorn u CMU Bcro
CTpaHy OOBSBISIOT «areHTypoit Kpemiist», mpudem ecth, SKOOBI, «3aByaTpOBAaHHBIC) are¢HTHI
Kpemist u «siBHBIE» - TakHe, KaK Mbl, «[IPUKHUABIBAIOLINECS» naTpuoTamu! OTKpbITOE
obpamenue k [Ipe3unenty Poccun amepukanckue «xo3sieBay [py3un BOCIPUHUMAIOT KaK
OTKPBITHIH BBI30B, 32 KOTOPHIM 00s3aTE€ILHO JOJHKHO MOCIe0BaTh Haka3aHue!

XoTenock Obl BHOBH IOAUEPKHYTh, YTO BIACTH [ Py3UH CO3AIOT JIUIIIH MIUTFO3UIO KEIIaHUs
ypEryJaupoBaHus OTHOIIEHUM ¢ Poccueid, u eciu BAPYT MOSIBUTCSI TPOTPECC - HAPUMED, B
cdepe Typusma, To, 4TOObI AHHYIUPOBATH JOCTUTHYTHIN MPOTPECC, C KEM-TO YTO-TO
HEMPEMEHHO CIIYYHTCS, KaK «CIYUYHIIOCh» ¢ poccuiickum aenytatoMm Cepreem ["aBpuioseim. [la,
MBI YTBEpKIaeM, uTo HHIUACHT ¢ CepreeM ["aBpHIIOBBIM — 3TO MPOBOKAIUS TIOJT PYKOBOJICTBOM
aMEpUKAHCKUX HHCTPYKTOPOB C COydacTueM mpassiieil maptun «I py3uHckas meutay. Mbl
OyzneM npu3HaTenIbHbI BceM, KTo HabepeT B YouTube «Mpma Muamsunu. Boenusiii
HeUTpanuTeT. 60 MUHYT» U IOCMOTPHUT aBTOPCKYIO TIEpenaqy, JyOJupOBaHHYIO Ha PYCCKHMA
a3bIK. B Hell pacckazaHO 0 MHOTOM, B TOM 4HcJI€ M O IpoBokaiuu npotus Ceprest ['aBpuiosa.
B nienom Hago ckazarb, UTO CO3[jaHUE WITIO3UM — 3TO U €CTh TaKTUKa Biacted [ py3un. Biactu
CO3JIaI0T WILTIO3HIO, YTO UIIYT MHUPA, a Ha JieJie UMEHHO OTCIoa paboTaloT XOI0PKOBCKUE,
HaBanbhblie, [lamuinoBel 1 nxe ¢ HUMU, YTO HAaKaJseT U TaK HEMIPOCThHIE
POCCUNCKO-TPY3MHCKHE OTHOILIEHUS. Biiactu co31aoT Wiuiio31io, 4TO HE MPUEMITIOT
JII'bT-nponaranel, a Ha Aese noacTasistor nof yaap [IpaBocnaBuyto LlepkoBb. Biactu
CO3JIaI0T WILTIO3HIO, 4TO OOpIOTCs ¢ «HalmoHansHBIM IBHKEHHEMY, a Ha Jelie YTOXKAAI0T
aMEPUKAHCKUM «X03sieBaM», (GaabCUDUIMPYIOT BEIOOPHI U MTOCTOSIHHO OOBSBIISIOT MAPTHIO
CaakamBuiu m1aBHo# onmosunuei. Tyt maBHoe 3apaboTars modosnbiie «ouxkon» nepen CLIA!
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bonee Toro, B 2020 rogy B yrogy CIIA B napnamente okazanuce Bce JII'bT-nmaprum,
CYMMapHbIN peUTUHT KOTOPbIX He npeBbimaet 1,5%. Kaxaoit u3 atux napruii «I py3uHckas
MeuTay Hanucana no 3%, U, eCTECTBEHHO, 3TO YKPaJCHHbIE Y HAC MPOIICHTHI.

Komy-T0 3T0 mokakeTcst HenpaBaOMOA0OHBIM, HO HECKOJIBKO MPOCTHIX (PAKTOB HATTISITHO
JEMOHCTPHUPYIOT, Y KOTO M KaKoi B peaJTbHOCTH PEUTHUHT: 4 UIOJS Ha aKIIMU MIPOTECTa «AJbsSHCA
narpuoToB [ py3um» cobpaniocs 6osee 8-u ThICSY 4eIoBeK, a 6 urons «HamnonansHoe
nerokeHue» u 15 JII'bT-napTuii nmpoBeiu COBMECTHYIO aKIIMIO MPOTECTa, HA KOTOPOM
npucytcTBoBajo Bcero aumb 1000 nemonctpanToB u 6onee 1000-u nonuueiickux. 11 utons atu
e MapThuu 0OBSBUIIM MOJIHYI0 MOOMIIM3AINIO, U BCE BMECTe He CMOITIN cobpaTh naxe 3 000
qenoBeK. A yxe 17 urois 3Tu ke naptuu He coOpanu gaxe 600 4emoBek, mocie 9ero
paszopenuck o qomam. Bropoii dakt — mynesas JI'bT-naptust «['upum», KOTOpo# Takxke
Hanucanu 3%, B Tenedpupe OTKPHITO 3asBISET, YTO HE B COCTOSTHUM TIpeacTaBuTh B [IK
crucok u3 3750 4enoBek — 1o OAHOMY YeJIOBEKY Ha KaXKIbli H30MpaTeIbHBIM YIacTOK, a
IoceMy MpOoAAET ITH MecTa 1o 15 nomnapos.

Qanbcudukanmio BHIOOPOB aMepuKaHIIbl 0IpodoBaiu emle npu CaakamBuil, KOTOPOTO BCeE
HEHaBH/IEJIM, HO Ha BEIOOpAX OH «UyIECHBIM 00pa30M» BCE BpeMs MOOek1al, U eclii Obl He
KaJ[pbl TFOPEMHBIX MBITOK U HACUITUS, KOTOPbIE, KCTaTH TOBOPSI, CKPBITHO 3aMUCaH U
OITyOJTMKOBAJI HIMEHHO MBI, TO CaaKaliBWIA U CETOIHS OBl «4ymIoM» moOexk1al Ha BCex
BbIOOpax! «I'py3uHCKas MeuTa» 1aBHO M3rHANIA U3 CBOMX PsIIOB OOJBIIMHCTBO MaTPUOTOB,
3aMeHUB UX ObIBIIMMU CaakalllBUJIEBLAMU, KOTOpbIE 00y4urin «I'py3MHCKYIO MEUTY», KaKk
«4ylecHBIM 00pa3oM» MOOeKaTh Ha BEIOOPAxX U BHICTABISTH KOHKYPEHTaM MPOIEHTHI, YTOIHbIE
aMepuKaHuam!

UYepes nmonropa mecsina, 2 okta0psi, OyayT BEHIOOPBI MECTHOTO caMoyTpasieHus. PeansHo, 3TH
BbIOOPBI MAJIOIICHHBI, U HACEJIEHUE K HUM paBHOAYIIHO. Kak 00br4H0, mpuaer oxoino 1,25
MUJJIMOHA YEJIOBEK, HO TaK K€, KaKk OOBIYHO, CKAXYT, YTO MPUILIO 1,65 MUIIIIMOHA YETIOBEK.
«I'py3uHCKast MedTa» NOMBITAETCS BBICTABUTh HaM 3%, a MOXKET, U MEHBIIIE - B 3AaBUCUMOCTH OT
03JI00JIEHHOCTH aMEPUKAHCKHUX «XO035I€BY», HO MBI MIPEACTaBUM HEOIPOBEPKUMBIE
JI0Ka3aTeIbCTBa O KOJIMUYECTBE IPOroJIOCOBABIIMX 32 Hac Jitoiel. B o0Ouiem, clieHapuil pa3BuTus
HaM TOHSATEH, HO 00 3TOM B Apyroi pa3. Ceifuac xe 3aMeTuM, 4To «I py3UHCKON MedTe» ClenyeT
JlyMaTh HE O TOM, KaK YKpPacTh y HAaC MPOUEHTHI U «PACCEATh» UX MEXKY HYJIEBbIMU MMAPTUSIMU, A
0 TOM, KaK ObI €l He PYXHYTh, KAaK KAPTOYHBIA TOMHK!
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Appendix C - Conservative Movement

URL: https://www.facebook.com/conservative.movement.official

Post no. 1: 31st of January 2023 at 20:39
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1203560610586157&ref=sharing
31st of January 2023 at 20:39
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Appendix D - Giorgi Kardava
URL: https://www.facebook.com/kardavaOfficial/

Post no. 1: 6th of June 2023 at 20:21
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=729498675595341&ref=sharing
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Appendix E - Irakli Martinenko
URL: https://www.facebook.com/MartinenkolrakliOfficial
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Appendix F - Shota Martinenko
URL: https://www.facebook.com/MartinenkoShotaOfficial/
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Appendix G - Konstantine Morgoshia
URL: https://www.facebook.com/MorgoshiaOfficial/

Post no. 1: 9th of June 2023 at 18:35
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=245087951601693&set=a.190452213731934

1) 9bgo-trgligen Lobgsogols o6 dgg99Poom. &4

2) 39-2 admbgols Logmmbyg o6 smligdmols. L

3) a50bbs Logodmm aBgo0 s Jommggegdolimgols Brjlsgemo 05850, &4

4) 3moblibs Jommggemgoolmgols 308900 Gryligmols ggegoiosdo. &4

5) s@egs JoMesdomo gmgbgdo, Mligomols gegmsoslmsb. &4

6) @3Mhd Jg94bols m3p30Mgommo ggMogmmodols @gm 3adsos I ols Lobsgemme ? 590md9b,

O™ Imnbmgbs 0gbgds 1 - 0 & bogmls Bobofgmols sdmmgds 3mbligognsoowsb. 2 - 9 &4
L535hs0emdo o kmbjddo gobmogligdgemo Mryligeno 0ty @oboymagdols eombgbs
Lodommggenmls ggfogmmMosdyg bgedg 3mgemgdom @s dmemls, 01y ag0bes, HmI LogMome
9a0mbo M0 IMm0dsdggoo aogbregm, 3 -9 K& d9lodemgdgmos gogdgoto doMmgieo
05M000ls 45bmagligos hggbls ggMogmmosdyg!!!

See less

Post no. 2: 30th of May 2023 at 13:05
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Post no. 4: 11th of May 2023 at 00:15
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?tbid=227288746714947 &set=a.190452223731933
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Post no. 5: 10th of May 2023 at 15:59
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=226149283572651&ref=sharing
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Post no. 7: 2nd of May 2023 at 16:33
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Post no. 9: 11th of April 2023 at 02:32
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=202526495832065 &ref=sharing
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3o6mbo “qbmamo aogegbols 40ddg0Mgommdols dgliobgd”, BHmamms sy swgbodby, ogm
doe0db 360dgbgemmgobo @o dolsliomgdgmo msgolso dobssmlsoo.

dogbgeogee 0dols, HmA hggb wosw g73gMeom s gydgMo bsmls, jsbm ggybols gogengbols
5896g900ls JoloIsMm0m d93Mo RMM I 3530 d3meogo jols 4ogsMgdsls, Mo gneolibdmols
3500 Logdosbmools 53Mdocgols @d Lge asbgogMomqgosls.

OOAMO; 98M0boGOR0m, 0o 0ym 0dols SeNdSMMOS, HMI “JoMmge mibgosls” s
94MBmES 9650 s dows 0dolimgols, HMI dmemIwy dogygobs swbodbiymo 306mb3Mmmagdegols
d0@gd0ld ©d gobbmmogegdols 3Mmisglo, gls oligs dmbwe.

lMomo bsmgeos, “Jomomge m;bgosdo” oyma0edd s hodegonemds dowgods dmddgwgds
©s0(ygls. 59 Imgdgeqgools JoBsblis @s Bobssmls 30 730@Mglide asdsMa0bswgdymo @s
935 330530 g™ 0d9gMO)M0 Gendbgols H9o000E (300 @S ad(3M(sBengds Fomdmowaqbls.

Lmtge 99 3085bls 9aLobamgdmes s0bodbymo 39bmbdMmgdgols 3mmdomgos, HmIgeas 59
3636987 3mdgbgdo, LodoMmgosdg Iggoe IMmgm o307 boliosols sgoMgows.

33 ygaogtol 399rgn, 1330 YR, d0fygos dsboMmgogwe s MM 3glgMoMgdgmo Jgg93o
35)38035) - oﬁ)OJQO Qoﬁ)obo'c'];}or\nnb VOBOOQSQ{]&.

@OM005d300ls asswamdols I9dga, 30 Jowgg 956m 0bggbliogm Lobgls Joomgols
Logommggenmdo .§. “dgmdg gmmbgols” asblibols Izegenmdgdo.

9U 439083960 @owo bbols {obss coma 03960 ©d 3MmabmBomgoswo ogm, od;se Lobgmgomemm
3M9%39M09, Logdommggmls Imbsbengmdols solimenTg Mo §dMsgeglimds o6 wagdggols hggbo
939460l m3do homgsls.

Lodomm edml s bododm Imdgbgdo, hggb gogygom Bggbls Logygols @s yggmoggmls mogols
S0 ©93999bgdm. Bggb, hggbo d39ybolimgols gooMmdmemgom s asm{dgbgom, HmA gls
OAMEd, JoMmggmo baembols 930MHmdm @ en838Ms 3 a8doMxggd0m o8 30Ma30b@g0s.

Post no. 12: 3rd of February 2023 at 15:57
https://www.facebook.com/MorgoshiaOfficial/photos/a.106741775416363/171676548922885/

0690 358030 @da3@Mb @S JoMmmggw bocbls sa30blibsb, 3mb3Mgegemoe HmIge 3md3sbogols
©o9©90s Lobd0g00?

39063 Molio 8539090000 43590690967 FobdMObls @O hoImMa 358990069096 3obdge9bdy, oy
ammols godels? 1))

000 d90de2905 ©85300bmls Hligomsb LigMoggaonem-93mbmdo 3o gHmogHommogdols
sea9bols ©s 4owMdoggdols, Hjligemo 058Mols s Logadmm LogmMiols aoblibols gmbady,
Lodgommm Lgogoligo o Jommggemo, oliogenmds Liobdi;090s?

147



aolog 9009, MM @sbivgemo 89 mwmols 493M@slimob gMmow, 53 35gomMs 39MggMegools
xmaolmgols, esliogegmdo “asa9eog905” dg0degds mebog 4od3Mmmomgdwgls, doamsd hggb Mo
373900 39O ? Hmamm gbgds gls ymggeogg 7oMowm Jommggeols x0dqls?

slsg HmI esfybsmrom, d9a0dwosm 0ggnmo, JoaMsd Jomsgsebo dowols :))

Post no. 13: 18th of January 2023 at 20:02
https://www.facebook.com/MorgoshiaOfficial/photos/a.113461084744432/167655219325018/

eegls a5dsMmme 6Mog0badg, Lghago wogMmgoliogols, dSeng-0bamls 47Mbowoligols JogH
slidnemo d930mbg0ls Joligbdo @oligMegds, HmI Hligools bemdge JoMggmds odemmdogds,
358 MOM0g9@ @ssgodloMs Mrxligools 39egMsiools Inogmmools FBomds, @ogofymm @os ©o
3083000 osma0, Bggb 583bo8 s Mls d390mob. emogmmgols 53 asbsbowgdols Igdwya,
Jomggeo Lodmaswemgools xobliowds bofjoeds, Logdosmmggmmls dmoghmdsls 9bws
dmgafmemn, ®m3 ©d7ymbyomog @sofymls @oscmao Bggbo dggybols @gme3939(30089.
bgolsggegdod 9bws ©@ssbgdmls mogo $39Mo 3ol gebmsb ©s 370007 ligdmsb Jmegdools.

2379830900 SMOLEMMU 35Ma 5396 MM 0d5do, HMI 379890l 59blbob, Mogwmo HMI xmdos
aobogowmls."

Post no. 14: 31st of October 2022 at 19:09
https://www.facebook.com/MorgoshiaOfficial/photos/a.113461084744432/148054691285071/

glgmdo hggbo sggonMo Fgdomds aMmdgemegos: dgeas dowosb dbodgbgemmgsbo dgbggems
lgmols 508bglidgboms 1albgocmglio gogmmosbgools, aligmols IMglggemms s gfomdgms
3ogdomols (PCIIII) d3ommggen Hammmob s @solssbs 1dbodgbgenmgabglio 3Mmgdgo,
HMIGe0dd(5, 89@dEsMO900ls 459 dgodwgds 0mdgols, dglodems, dolsdgod Mo asmmgggols
oo dgolirgemls Jomog-mlsgen 0608bgls {Hggdls Immols smligoge 393d0Mgddo o, sggwsb
809md0boty, JoMomo g3mbmdogols 39M1399e0390d0(s. 90MggMLs goddmMO 00 Jotgog

499956090989, O3 J394bgols Immols sligdmemo 608bgls 39gdoMgools go@mMIoggos
30803700 JH009MH0Mdgd0ls @demsggools gHm-9MHmo yg9esdg 9g9dg3mo 3mI3mbgbgos.

Post no. 15: 13th of October 2022 at 01:29
https://www.facebook.com/MorgoshiaOfficial/posts/ptbid0aQsxJX8GprWEMreagb YvDnuk4QZ
EJARRU7X2CgWnBcx20HAGDsDZX2UhGXfvA48wl

domgools bgemddmgsebgemgools ligMmdo godogols Jodobos Jomorge-mlsgeno JHmnogMonmodgdols,
7U083MH0bmgools @s 03 Iglisdenm g3mbmdo gt 3gMlidgdgoggools benmMdomodgds, Mmoo
Lodommggenmlimgols 9308807en LogMsgdo oblibgos.

39Mg0d “ 3mblighgogo7mdd ImIMomdsd/swmeg-0bagm” - 3 ggmodormo 33egggdols 0bligognedo
Jomdmoaobs 3omgools bgrgs Jomorm-mlsgmo 96Hom0gmmnmdgools Imagomgdols memdsdy).
36969689300 glijMgomebgb Hgligmols ggmedormo 3ogdomols doboligMo LigMago acmsdggo,
Lobgedfonm ©9dols 39g35L00ls JodsMorgengools xa a0l FomImdswa 9bagdo,

O lmobsdINMIcmdols 39d9bogotgeo 3Mmgdggools xamgels FomImdswa 9begoo,
Logdudgmem 9900l FomImdswa gbegdo.

Jd9bggemols Igegase dorfggmos dgmsebbdgos, 3oMgos “3mbligMgsgogmo ImdMomools” o
936980790 bgMdgnMgdols 5H009MH008bsddHMImmdols mgolimomogoe sbow 9go3dy
ao©dygobols dgliobgd. 3Bowwgds d9mobbdgos gg3modogmo 393doMols (o397 bgMdgamgols
@5 39MEosls ImMols mao300 M0 M9bsIINMIcMO0ls g dsx3mMIgdols MOMds3y.
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Post no. 16: 7th of October 2022 at 17:26
https://www.facebook.com/MorgoshiaOfficial/posts/pfbid038CzxsY gTqp75N2TjcbsaHSSpLNa
3bEuMoNVW8QdnCUVcGVMxLGn9neY FbTbZNx7NI

3oMg0s ,,3mbligMgog0memo IMdMomdols,, @oegMgdo 83;995@ 0dymn9009b Mryligmdo, Lows(;
dmbofomgmds doowgls ,,93098070 3ogdotols,, 0bggamoiore gmyddo.

amm9dols BoMagodo dgeas oswmmao Mlgmols 93Modogmo 3ogdoMols Joboligd LigMaqgo
09M930h 405893006 @S B9gM;300ls Loogmls Lgbsgmt ogmm bogmemoggoh dmmHmdmgmasb.
L5790060 d99bgdm@s Jomme-mrligeno 9Hm0gMH0mdgd0ls berddomodgdsls, glogmmbmgdolss
© 0 dglisdem g3mbmdo 396 39ML3gde0g90L, HMIgdos LogoMmggemlimgols 930807
Logtgdo oblibgdos.

Post no. 17: 31st of July 2022 at 12:37
https://www.facebook.com/MorgoshiaOfficial/photos/a.113461084744432/124404416983432/

“d394obodo 3me0g0 330 H9oeMOd 59 IMIMOMdom Tg0(33e290. 96 dgodmgds gMgbrow od;s9l,
™I a0be 49Mbowoliggdds ©d gobe dmwogo3mligods 4s0gemb g3glinsdg mogeslibds. agodsls
5900309, d93(393m0 IMogo 3o exols Talitogo. gls stols 3oMgos, HmIgemos yHommdgols
Boogomgols kembgdlo s (sbobgowdo. JoM@sdom Lo1sdomls @og0{ygom M 3335bgg0mb @ oM
83300©g05 bowmbo, gob(s 3ol 5830 3Mdoeogls.

LodoMmggenmdo odgMocryio @odgog s 9bes @olitmegls,”.

Post no. 18: 8th of July 2022 at 14:35
https://www.facebook.com/MorgoshiaOfficial/photos/a.106741775416363/116036617820212/

d0geds Asmamomd bobs, MHmI hggb agodgls IMmegligo s gls IMmegligo sMols solmenygMow
a30Mg9mo0 s gl gloxo ogm 930Mm3geo ,,d9amdMgd0lmgols" , 017 hggbmsb Igamommos
80b@om @ a0brsm LvdsMmggemmls 0bggamaios mdggbmob, 1bws doowmom Lvdsmmggem, 0d
235i979e0m09000 ©S 03 ROMYOYYogd0m, Bomo(; hggb godoymdm. 3g g9 [omImdowa 9bos
LogoMmggenm, 08 @otMgdgegdgools aomgdyg, MO oMgoeg0g00ms; egdryg dmgows. sdols
a0mM9dg M5 83M0 d5g3ls, Logommggmm LogMomme 0gbgds, 01y o6 0gbgds. Loddmdemm bm dodgm
89MaM9%80790 Im(39379em0s 9Mdd. Loddmdem stols boembo, ligeols 3390909 , gMowozogoo ,
Q0907990900 @S ols Mo@s(y 4963sLbgoggdgwo 3bodgbgenmgabo godgmmgoo, Momos hggb
39954ymom @S Momo(; a9bglibgogegoom yggemsliasb.

Post no. 19: 23rd June 2022 at 21:21
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=382676167178259&ref=sharing

"Moo gomo Fbomg dgmdgls §eeggos, xgM bes d900bbdwebgb, gls o35 Moo gowsfygogmb.
07) Bgdo LodmBos 60805 @s dgbo - 3mbligogyis09, hggb g9MongmMdg d9g0mobbdregoom.
3bLgog300 0dolmgoliss d94dboemo, HMI ImMa oo ogmls 83 §g994bols ssm-fgLls,
Moo300ls, Mgemogooslks... Bggbo 3mbligognsos 3o sMols, Mowss hobolgMgdols 3Mgdgemo,

M mIgeo(s Jomggeo bocbols I9bgommdlimsh s @oMgd7@gd9dmab LogMmme oMo
0sbbggemsdo.

ols, ®m3 LogoMmggenm ©o Jommggmo 9Mo ergdeg Imggeom, stols hggbo M dgbols
©odLobgM909. yggemongmo Momss hggb godoymdm, sMols ©s 393d0Mgd7mo dgHmmsb ws hggbls
{7 I9bolimsb. Jommggeo 390 sMols Moliggls Jgmdomo."

Post no. 20: 22nd of June 2022 at 18:54
https://www.facebook.com/MorgoshiaOfficial/photos/a.106741775416363/106972182059989/
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mldocmgmols 033900l ligemobds 39309 99 11, 1453 femols 29 doolsls 3mbligobgobmdmeno
s0@m, MLy dgegase dmdygs 00dsbgools 0339Mools H7owob aodMmds. dMIMesdo so@7dd
0085bg0ols 939b5ls3bgeno 033gMogmmo 3mbligobgobg XI-9 eMoasdo. 3mbligobgobmdmmo aobo
mldscmgmols 0339Mools egesdswasdo.

3993893 mldocgools sdosls, Hmdgog Ibodgbgemmgbow swgdoggomes 3mbligabgobmdmenols
5933990l Igmogmmdes 21 {wols 39309 39-11-9. Jomadols @sdytmdols I9dwga, 39339 11- 9
3bLgobgobmdmeno mlidogmols sbo @gesdomodow g0 o Bosbosgms gromby.
JMblLgobgobmdmeols @s(39300 3M8IoMegm JsMmIdororgdmmdols Jrorqglio doligombo
©59(39,9M0390 @sliMgemes 1500 femgobo Hmdols 0339M0ols oligmBos(;. Jowoddo dglsaen
lemobls, Bmis JMolgoabgods 98sMmdadsMo mdmm s 39Mbmo wssbggemgls dnggbols Loboom,
3501 lie000b3dd @mMgo0 gfmes. gls 0dogmd, HMI 53 mdMm g9dsbeols Igomgeo, HmI

998 9015358900650, dSenysls dmgbliboo ©s 9gogMmosls aggmggomom. 3mbligobgobmamenols
5©905do mlsdomgols, kgMdgoos gbdamgomwbgb s sts Lbgs JoMmmdswoegomgdls 56
8090903990 oo iyMgomo, HM3 Jsmo Insgsmo Lodobrg @og(3390. Mmogoe
3Mblgobgobmdmeno 30, 3mMg;300d0, 45MYygboegdodo @s 98bgmosdo obhmomes. MHmdols
3900me20 3790 9309L00Lmsb LobsmMdols 40dm, @smMIMO908g fogows. @ doeosh dggMo oMo
39RO YMI® 85719FOM0NYOge0 IMBO(0S ©S03OFS ... Pl bodoxoom,
LodmEmmE ©SImMmEs @IgMml. = 530gmBs(; 7Bmds @OLoxXd JOMMN@BIE0EIDIYO0 ©d
)y gl gmegs 339=93b b ygges dsmmedocorgdgels. | f L

dols Igg AMSgoeds 155739699 BO0dMS ... JO4MST IR0 d Mo Lsdystm, d3wdog
a0blosegmdos. ligmMogols 53smMogo asblisrgmo dmygwobsd 9goemads, dgemastgmgols,
09mdbgols, Hligdls, Bggb, Jommggmgols @s o.9 ... (( 3oMggeo @d dgmdg Amgwmom mdols eMmls,
yg9esdg Iggowe, LmMge 3sM0mdoeo@gomgoo sdsmMomebgb, §oMmagmmgdmsb ghmoe.

59 4g39@549mLs gbems Mogmd gobligbgd @d MO F70dos EYz9bEgMISLMSb gl yggemongmo
0300 ? 1 39360 35g3gls 59 4yg39@o89M8g bogodto s Jobws gombmsn, hgdo sdmMo.

30L5(5 aambodsm, HMA 13M50bs-ryligools mddo, HMIgenodg Absmg dmoa gols 017 56, 49894300,
7l9m3d B §gM0EMM09d0(5 9O bd 0O Ibmls Mmogolio dgnoligdom, 9b 13Ms0bgagols
M53gbs@ 980 §giogmMoss 40bws wsmbgo (73589, by 93 mIdo Lsdmenmme

oMM doorgdego0 gdomsbegdoo.

slsg oym 2008 - do o slsg 0dbgos ymggemmgols. slsg 017 asaMdgenegds, ymggeogols 0gbgds
sboo 3mlimgm seeamdols @839l @s0MTd0m0, dgmamoro, sbowo s3bsdgmo, Lodshsdemm,
3929000 ©d 490-0edg0do hobmbmdomo LsdgMdbgmo, bogmls xomMgdols, csdols ImaLobeg
390 Lmbomoe adw@sd;399eo 07@astgoo s .9 ! :

L5659 dlsg gogbgdom FoMMNIs@orgdemgd0, hggbmsb ymggemmgols 0dbgo0sb hydsoligoo,
amMoshmggdo, genis0bgoo, dggomwebadggoo, 8gemabls 3900, Los 3933000 @S 5.9 ... 03
eMmobegm 936Hm3ge JoMmmmdseorgdmmmdols dgMgols, ymggemmgols hoobo;gegdgb bogmls
Lodbgemm 5e0sbligoom, xmmx kmtmligoom, bydhowmgdom, gMHm;33900m, ds0gbgd0m s
96069800). Lobsd @IGHMLs SO ©500Mbgdm, Fobsdeg ligen 53 boenbols Jsombygegdo
304690000 @ ligen gHmdobgmols beasgs Imagofgsls.

3.l 530gm3 sbes sols ligen dmeam doblio olsgmtools m030Q06 aowsgmols ... s 5dols bodbgoo
1339 booemow hobls ... i

oMM do0©gd900 9bws Jobgwbgb, HmMA Aggbo IgamdMgo0, JoMgge Mogdo oligg hggb gomo.
5 O30 hggb 43996900 9010 oo, d05b oo JSMHNWISR0EII YO §gM0MOS,d5dob gls
Bggbo Lo39bmgobo IggMagde, HMIgdai Fbmemme @olivbgmgdgols o3ge00b @s oMo hggbls

Lol obsowdegam d08b9dls, ggMeggmls 4obrgoosh ws sdols Igthyg hggb, yggemobo gMmow dom
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Appendix H - Participant Information Sheet

University

of Glasgow

College of Social
Sciences

Participant Information Sheet
Project Title: Dancing with the devil: Georgia’s populist radical right and Russia
Researcher: Viktor Jgrgen Blichfeldt
Program: International Master’s in Central and East European, Russian, and Eurasian Studies

You are being invited to take part in a research study. Before you decide to take part it is
important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please
read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. Ask the
researcher/s if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information. Take
some time to decide whether or not you wish to take part.

The purpose of this study is to examine the attitude of Georgia’s populist radical right [PRR]
towards Russia and what informs it. Furthermore, the project will contribute to the discussion
of the relationship between Central and East European PRR parties and Russia in general,
provide a more nuanced analysis of the relationship between Georgia’s PRR parties and Russia
in particular and to identify the locally embedded logic which drives Georgia’s PRR parties
attitude towards Russia.

Participation in this study will take the form of a one-hour interview. Participation is voluntary.

| will analyze the data | collect from participants and present this in the dissertation which | am
writing for my qualifications, IntM in Central and East European, Russian, and Eurasian Studies
and MA Political Science. All participants will receive a written summary of the findings, and |
will also present the information to my colleagues. | will store data in a secure location on an
encrypted device to which only | have access for the duration of this study. Upon completion of
the study, the research data will be destroyed per the protocols laid out by University of
Glasgow School of Social Sciences.

This project has been considered and approved by the College Research Ethics Committee at
the University of Glasgow.

To pursue any complaint about the conduct of the research: contact the College of Social
Sciences Lead for Ethical Review, Dr Susan Batchelor: email socsci-ethics-lead@glasgow.ac.uk

Thank you for reading this.
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Appendix I - Privacy Notice

Privacy Notice for Participation in Research Project: Georgia’s right-wing in a global context
(Researcher: Viktor Jgrgen Blichfeldt)

The University of Glasgow will be what’s known as the ‘Data Controller’ of your personal data
processed in relation to your participation in the research project ‘Georgia’s right-wing in a
global context’. This privacy notice will explain how The University of Glasgow will process your
personal data.

Why we need it

We are collecting basic personal data such as your name and contact details in order to conduct
our research. We need your name and contact details to arrange interviews or potentially
follow up on the data you have provided.

We only collect data that we need for the research project and will de-identify your personal
data from the research data (your answers given during the interview, for example).

Please see accompanying Participant Information Sheet for more information.

Legal basis for processing your data

We must have a legal basis for processing all personal data. As this processing is for Academic
Research we will be relying upon Task in the Public Interest in order to process the basic
personal data that you provide. For any special categories data collected we will be processing
this on the basis that it is necessary for archiving purposes, scientific or historical research
purposes or statistical purposes

Alongside this, in order to fulfill our ethical obligations, we will ask for your Consent to take
part in the study. Please see accompanying Consent Form.

What we do with it and who we share it with

All the personal data you submit is processed by staff at the University of Glasgow in the United
Kingdom. In addition, security measures are in place to ensure that your personal data remains
safe: this includes pseudonymisation, secure storage, and encryption of files and devices.
Please consult the Consent form and Participant Information Sheet which accompanies this
notice.

We will provide you with a copy of the study findings and details of any subsequent
publications or outputs on request.

What are your rights?*

GDPR provides that individuals have certain rights including: to request access to, copies of and
rectification or erasure of personal data and to object to processing. In addition, data subjects
may also have the right to restrict the processing of the personal data and to data portability.
You can request access to the information we process about you at any time.
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If at any point you believe that the information we process relating to you is incorrect, you can
request to see this information and may in some instances request to have it restricted,
corrected, or erased. You may also have the right to object to the processing of data and the
right to data portability.

Please note that as we are processing your personal data for research purposes, the ability to
exercise these rights may vary as there are potentially applicable research exemptions under
the GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018. For more information on these exemptions, please
see UofG Research with personal and special categories of data.

If you wish to exercise any of these rights, please submit your request via the webform or

contact dp@gla.ac.uk

Complaints

If you wish to raise a complaint on how we have handled your personal data, you can contact
the University Data Protection Officer who will investigate the matter.

Our Data Protection Officer can be contacted at dataprotectionofficer@glasgow.ac.uk

If you are not satisfied with our response or believe we are not processing your personal data in
accordance with the law, you can complain to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO)
https://ico.org.uk/

Who has ethically reviewed the project?
This project has been ethically approved via the College of Social Sciences Research Ethics
Committee or relevant School Ethics Forum in the College.

How long do we keep it for?

Your personal data will be retained by the University only for as long as is necessary for
processing and no longer than the period of ethical approval. After this time, personal data will
be securely deleted.

The research data will be destroyed upon completion of the research project in line with the

University of Glasgow Guidelines. Specific details in relation to research data storage are
provided on the Participant Information Sheet and Consent Form which accompany this notice.
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Appendix J - Consent Form

i Universit
of GlasgowY

College of Social

Sciences

Consent Form

Title of Project: Dancing with the devil: Georgia’s populist radical right and Russia

Name of Researcher: Viktor Jgrgen Blichfeldt

Please tick as appropriate

Yes [] No [
Yes [] No [
Yes[] No [

| confirm that | have read and understood the Participant Information
Sheet for the above study and have had the opportunity to ask questions.

| understand that my participation is voluntary and that | am free to
withdraw at any time, without giving any reason.

| consent to interviews being audio-recorded

Confidentiality/anonymity clause

Yes [] No [

OR

Yes [ No [

| agree that:
Yes [1 No UJ
Yes [1 No UJ
Yes [ No 0[]

Yes [ No [

| acknowledge that participants will be identified by name in any
publications
arising from the research

| acknowledge that participants will be referred to by pseudonym

The material will be destroyed once the project is complete.

The material may be used in future publications, both print and online.

| waive my copyright to any data collected as part of this project.

Other authenticated researchers will have access to this data only if they

agree to preserve the confidentiality of the information as requested in this
form.
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Yes [ No [ Other authenticated researchers may use my words in publications,
reports, web pages, and other research outputs, only if they agree to
preserve the confidentiality of the information as requested in this form

Yes L1 No L] | acknowledge the provision of a Privacy Notice in relation to this research
project.

| agree to take part in this research study ]

| do not agree to take part in this research study ]

Name of Participant: .......ooiiiiii e

) =4 1= 1B =

Name of RESEArCRer ... e e

SN A U . L
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