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Estonian Historical 
Journal 

Aadu Must 

Chief Editor of "Kleio" 

In the autumn of 1979 a seminar of young histo

rians was arranged in Taevaskoja, a picturesque place in 
South Estonia. There a discussion arose on the present 

situation and future perspectives of Estonian historical 
sceince. The representatives of the younger generation 

criticized what had been done until then and dreamed 

of major research projects in which they could partici

pate. And then it was discovered that historians needed 

their own journal. For me it was the first acquaintance 
with the idea of an Estonian historical journal. Elder col

leagues only smiled and said that the dream had lasted 

as long as the Soviet occupation which suppressed the 
"Historical Journal" in 1940. 

In 1922-1940 the "Historical Journal", a scientific-
popular publication of the Academic Historical Society 

was published in Estonia. Altogether 74 volumes that 
contained approximately 300 articles, 400 short surveys 

and reviews were published. Besides scientific articles 
that mainly treated the history of Estonia and its neigh

bouring countries it gave a good survey of scientific life: 
conferences, major foreign and local research work. In 

1940 the journal was suppressed and the historians of 
our generation needed a special permission to read it at 
the library's restricted collection. 

On May 13, 1987 historians held another discus
sion at the House of Engineers in Tartu. The current 
stage of development and future perspectives were on 
the agenda. Thanks to the "perestroika" that was brea

king up the Soviet empire, there was more freedom and 

people were enthusiastic as well. It was decided to re
store the historical journal step by step. The initial name 

was "Kleio. A historical Almanac". It was not possible 
to found a journal — a respective decision of the Cent
ral Committee of the CPSU was needed for that. So, 
formally "Kleio" was published as a book. 

The first numbers of Kleio" were the result of 
work of a group of enthusiasts. Besides the authors Ülle 
Liitoja (doctorant), Priit Pirsko (director of the Estonian 
Histoiy Archive) and Ülle Must (chief bibliographer of 
the Library of Tartu University) who inserted the texts 
in evening hours at the university's computer class, spent 
a lot of their free time. The undersigned was responsib

le for editing. Margus Laidre (Estonian ambassador in 

Sweden) did the proofreading. The first "Kleio" that was 

printed on a matrix printer and a rotary press almost 
looked like an illegal publication. This volume is now 
a great rarity. 

But "Kleio's" situation improved year by year. In 

1991 we got a more powerful computer, advance copies 

made on a laser printer and English summaries. In the 
same year "Historical Journal" was added to the title. 

Until today 10 volumes of "Kleio" have been pub
lished, plus a special number on the 1949 mass depor

tation in Estonia. Approximately 100 scientific articles, 
surveys of major events and publications and reviews 

have been brought to the reader. It is not the aim of 
"Kleio" to imitate the "Historical Journal". However, they 

have much in common. They are both characterized by 
scientific-popular orientation. Estonia is not obviously 

rich enough to publish separate journals for purely aca

demic and a wider range of readers. In the 1920s-1930s 
the history of towns, trading, peasantry, political and cul

tural history of the period of the Swedish Rule (1583-

1710) were popular topics. In "Kleio" the most popular 

topics are Medieval Estonian culture, history of trading 
in the 17th century, problems of military history. The 

economic, scientific and cultural contacts between Esto

nia and other countries are of great interest as well. Stu

dies of 20th-century history make up about one third of 

the articles. This is characteristic of our time — in the 
period of the Soviet occupation the scientific study of 
this period was hindered most, a great number of arc
hival sources were kept secret. 

Besides protessional historians "Kleio" provides pub
lishing opportunities for talented students and postgraduate 
students as well. Some articles in the present number 
have been published earlier in "Kleio". Once a year 

"Kleio" will be published in English. We are planning 
to publish a common historical journal in co-operation 
with our neighbours, first of all with Latvian historians. 
This would constitute be a journal of Baltic history, of 

course. We are interested in responses, co-operation and 
exchange of our journal with historical journals in other 
countries. 
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A Glimpse of Our Past 

Historical Science at Tartu 
University 

Helmut Piirimäe 

The re-establishment of independent Baltic states, 
their diplomatic recognition, acceptance to the UN and 
participation in numerous international organizations have 
aroused interest in us. However, we often realize how 
little we are known. Answering the questions of tourists, 
among them colleagues, sometimes makes an impression 
as if we were in the Africa of Livingstone's or Stanley's 
times. This is not surprising - we have been forgotten 
for ca 50 years. We were forgotten already in Teheran, 
Yalta and Potsdam. Decades under Soviet occupation 
brought about ideological and national pressure. On the 
basis of the ideological and political ambitions of the 
occupying empire the Communist Party also exercised 
control over science, and particularly watchfully, of cour
se, over historical science. We were completely cut off 

from the western science. Very seldom could an ordina

ry scientist participate in international conferences, in fo

reign languages were published mainly such historical 

studies that consisted of falsifications and marxist ten-

den tiousness. The results of our research were mainly 
published in Estonian or Russian and therefore remained 

unknown in the West. Several manuscripts were unpub
lished. This was partly due to ideological (national his

tory, even the so-called Swedish Rule in the 16th-17th 

centuries, was considered inappropriate), partly to econo

mic reasons. 

Taking into account what has been said above, the 

present article aims to an English-speaking reader with 
the history and acquaint present situation of historical 

science at Tartu University. 

Roots and Traditions 

Estonian national historical science is relatively 
young. The first surveys were written by Carl Robert 
Jakobson ' and Jakob Hurt ^ in the middle of the last 
century. At the end of the 19th century the first monog
raphs were published, for example, by theologists Vil-

lem Reiman and Martin Lipp. The first works by 
professional Estonian historians were published at the be
ginning of the 20th century. Hans Oldekop who had stu

died at the universities of Tartu, Munich, Leipzig and 
Vienna successfully defended his PhD thesis in history 
in 1909. 3 However, the roots and traditions of our his

torical science are even longer. 

Already at the foundation of Tartu University in 

1632 it was planned to establish a professorship of his

tory and antiquities. 4 The first professor was Friedrich 
Menius. He had studied at the universities of Vienna, 

Königsberg and Greifswald, and in Tartu his main field 
of research was the legal history of Old Livonia. F. 

Menius was also the initiator of studying local history 

and he intended to write a 2-volume Livonian History. 

The program of this work gives evidence that the pro

fessor of history at Tartu did not want to confine him

self only to political and legal history as it was common 
practice then, but also intended to write about agricul

ture, maritime affairs, finances, church history, schools 

etc. At that time it would have been a monumental work, 

but F. Menius' good intention was not realized as he 

was arrested on a charge of bigamy. During the Swe
dish Rule a number of highly qualified history profes

sors worked at Tartu University, including Carl Schulten 

who wrote poetry in Estonian, Claus Hermelin etc. 

Historical science was at a particularly high level 

at Tartu University in the 19th century. In the years 1802 
1889 the language of instruction was German. Outs

tanding German and Baltic German historians Richard 
Hausmann, Friedrich Krause, Gustaw Ewers, Carl Scir-
ren etc. worked at Tartu University.^ In 1828-1839 the 

Institute of Professors worked at the University which 

trained teachers for other universities of the Russian Em

pire and mediated their practising in Germany. In the 
course of Russification in the Baltic countries Tartu Uni

versity was changed into a Russian-language one by the 
Russian authorities. Scientific contacts only with the East 
dominated. However, a number of prominent Russian his
torians (Vassiii Regel, Aleksander Vassiljev, Ivan Leppo, 
Jevgeni Tarle) worked at Tartu University at the end of 

the 19th — beginning of the 20th centuries. 

During the German occupation in 1918 a German 
Landesuniversität was established in Tartu. New protes-
sors were invited from Germany and so it was to be
come a university of high standard. But the Estonian 

students decided to boycott it as on February 24, 1918 
the Republic of Estonia was proclaimed and this raised 
hopes for a national university. According to the armi
stice of Compiegne German troops drew back from Es
tonia and the university was taken over by Estonians. 
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Although Soviet Russia attacked the newly born Repub

lic of Estonia and the Estonian War of Independence 

broke out, the organizers started to make preparations 
for opening the Estonian university. In fact this would 

have been a Russian-language and Russian-minded uni

versity. In difficult times there were also such Estonians 

who did not believe in the prospects for Estonian uni

versity in Tartu. The Estonian ambassador in Paris K. 

R. Pusta arranged with universities of France and Eng
land to send 400 Estonian students there. He was of the 

opinion that it was not possible to get rid of German 

and Russian influence in Tartu. However, the young re

public that was fighting for its existence did not have 

economic resources to put this grandiose plan into prac
tice. Despite the complicated circumstances during the 
War of Independence, the preparations for opening a na
tional university in Tartu made good progress. On De

cember 1, 1919 the festive opening of the university 
took place, lectures had already started in October. 

The lack of suitable university teachers was the first 
greatest problem. This was especially acute in national 

sciences, incl. history, archeology and ethnology. Swe

dish and Finnish scholars — historian A. R. Cederberg, 
ethnographer I. Manninen, archeologists Arne Mikael 
Tallgren and Birger Nerman, art historians Tor Helge 
Kjellin and Sten Karling — came to help. In Tartu they 
quickly learned the Estonian language so that they could 
teach in Estonian. Thanks to these men the young Es
tonian historical science quickly reached European level. 

The first generation of Estonian top historians consisted 

of their^ students. Historians participated in international 
events. Especially good scientific contacts were estab
lished with Nordic historians. A number of studies of 

high standard and the "Historical Journal" were publis

hed. After Estonia was occupied by the Soviet Army on 

June 17, 1940, we have gone through three occupations. 
Already the first Soviet occupation caused serious dama

ge to our national sciences. Mass deportations, arrests, 
dissolution of national scientific and cultural organiza

tions etc. showed that rhetorical propaganda about "prog
ressive Soviet science" was actually genocide. During the 

Nazi German occupation only part of Tartu University 
functioned. 

Before the second Soviet occupation in 1944 many 
intellectuals, incl. several top historians fled their native 
land. Historians Prof. E. Blumfeldt, A. Soom who had 

defended his PhD thesis in 1940, ethnologists G. Ränk, 
I. Talve etc. continued their work in exile. Prof. A. Loit,' 
H. Rebas, T. Raun, Dr. V. Helk etc. make up a new 
generation of exile historians. Despite restrictions and 
obstacles raised by occupation authorities a very good 
co-operation developed between Estonian historians in 
occupied Estonia and in exile. 

In late autumn 1944 after Estonia had again been 
occupied by the Soviet troops, Tartu University started 
its work once again in Estonian, but under ideological 
pressure and completely cut off from the western world 
and in danger of extermination. Professor of General His
tory Peeter Tarvel and Professor of Ethnology , Direc

tor of the Estonian National Museum Ferdinand Linnus 
were arrested and died in Siberia. The Chair of Esto
nian History suffered another kind of loss. Productive 

and highly respected Prof. H. Kruus became a "red" po

litician, foreign minister of the puppet government of the 

Estonian SSR. He gave up teaching at the university 

where his knowledge was urgently needed. Although an 
eager collaborationist, he was also accused of "bourgeois 
nationalism" and arrested. 

In the first half of the 1950s ideological pressure 

became especially strong. The 8th Plenum of the Esto

nian Communist Party launched a campaign against the 
so-called bourgeois nationalists, i.e. everything national 

was persecuted. The chairs of Estonian history, archeo
logy, ethnography and art history were liquidated at the 

Department of History. There remained only one teacher 
of each subject at the Chair of History of the Soviet 
Union. 

Russian Estonians played a political leading role in 
the post-war staff. Heads of the Chair Prof. H. Moos-

berg and Docent L. Roots introduced marxist dogmatism, 
primitivism of Russian so-called proletarian historical 

science and disdain tor nationalism and Western histori

cal science. But they deserve credit for not staffing the 

department with Russians, as it was done, for instance, 

in the Department of Philosophy, but with young postg

raduate historians, some of whom did not belong to the 

Communist Party, though party membership was consi

dered extremely important. Now they form the older ge

neration of historians at the university. Estonian lecturers 
who had not worked at the university before the war 

played an important part in training these scholars. They 

had been that kind of high school teachers, well-known 

authors ot textbooks J. Madisson and J. Konks, archi
vist R. Kenkmann and art historian V. Vaga. 

In the post-Stalinist period Estonian historians did 
their best to do research that was possible in the Soviet 

empire. They established contacts with colleagues, wor

ked at libraries and archives and attended All-Union con

ferences where they could even possible to meet scientists 
from abroad. Thus Swedish, German, Russian and Fin

nish historical concepts have influenced historical scien

ce at Tartu University. The national school came into 
being in the Republic of Estonia, and it has been inf
luenced by Estonia's location between the East and the 
West. 

Organization 

Tartu University is the only university in Estonia 
training historians. However, historians of Tartu Univer

sity form only one and far not the most numerous part 

of Estonian historians. As a remain of the Soviet sys

tem the Institute of History of the Estonian Academy of 
Sciences still exists in Tallinn, the staff of which is much 

bigger than that of the university. According to Soviet 
conceptions namely the Academy of Sciences was to be 
the place for dealing with research. The university's only 
task had to be teaching. We have refused to admit such 
approach. If a lecturer is not engaged in scientific re
search, he does not have anything to say to students and 
postgraduates. After the restoration of the Republic of 

Estonia the Academy system was not liquidated like it 
was done in some other countries of the former Eastern 
block. Although the staff of the Institute of History has 
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been reduced, the university has not received any addi
tional resources. 

In the years after World War II the Department of 

History was a structural unit of the Faculty of History 

and Languages. In 1974-1991 there existed an independent 

Faculty of History that consisted of Departments of His

tory, Psychology, Special Education and Sociology. To
day the Department of History is a part of the big 

Faculty of Philosophy which is divided into 13 depart
ments. For a number of many years the Department of 

History was divided into 2 chairs: 1) History of the 
USSR and 2) General History. As occupied Estonia was 

incorporated into the Soviet Union, also Estonian histo

ry belonged to the Chair of the History ot the USSR, 

and even formed the major part in training. Archeology, 

ethnography and art history have been treated as a part 

of historical science and training, i.e. specialization in 

these subjects is grounded on the basic history studies. 

Enrolment of students is common. 

In 1989 the Chair of Estonian History was resto

red (Head of the Chair - Prof. Tiit Rosenberg). In the 
spring of 1991, even before the Republic of Estonia was 

officially restored, it was decided to reorganize the Chair 
of the History of the USSR into the Chair of Contem

porary History (Head of the Chair — Prof. Jüri Ant). 
The field of research and teaching of the Chair of Ge

neral History (Head of the Chair — Prof. Helmut Piiri
mäe) was reduced in place of the Department of 
Contemporary History. In the course of reforming the 
university in 1992 departments were divided into chairs. 
There are now 7 chairs or full professorships at the De

partment of History: 1) Estonian History (Prof. T. Ro
senberg), 2) General History (Prof. H. Piirimäe), 3) 
Contemporary History (Prof. J. Ant), 4) Archeology (Prof. 
Emer. E. Tõnisson), 5) Ethnology (Prof. E. Vunder), 6) 
Art History (Prof. J. Kangilaski), 7) Archival Science 
(Acting Prof. A. Must). The Chair of History Didactics 
is also being formed. A number of historians true work 
at other structural units of the university. The most im
portant of the latter is the Department of Rare Publica

tions and Manuscripts of the University Library. There 

are altogether 25 posts of lecturers at the Department of 

History. Including part-time lecturers, 36 people belong 
to the staff. Besides, there are some teachers who get 
hourly wages. Those historians who work at some other 

research institutions are not included in the survey ot 

research at the university 

Main trends of scientific research 

Despite the fact that lecturers were scattered among 

various structural units a remarkable unity has been cha

racteristic of scientific research at the Department of His
tory. When the Soviet scientific bureucracy insisted on 

unifying scientific problems into major topics, we could 

easily write " The History of the Baltic Sea Area in 
our plans. Only those scholars who were dealing with 
the Antique World, Tibet and Indonesia were not inclu
ded in this geographic restriction. This restriction reflects 

our smallness and poverty, but at the same time it is 
necessary for concentrating our forces. As Tartu Univer
sity is the only Estonian university that gives higher edu
cation in history, the studying of Estonian history has 

been our national mission. It was our special moral duty 
under the Soviet occupation when the occupants and their 

hodmen tried to suppress everything national, everything 

that could not be identified as Russian. The history of 

our own nation acquired a special role as a part of na

tional consciousness. The fact that our historians had no 

opportunities to work at the archives of those countries 
that did not belong to the Soviet Union, also hindered 

studying world history. 

Thus the main emphasis of scientific research at 

the Chair of General History was laid on historical re
lations with other countries. At the same time general 

history had to provide the basis of world history to avoid 

provincialism in studying and teaching the history ot a 

small country and nation. Prof. Emer. Sulev Vahtre (1926) 
has been the leading teacher and researcher of Estonian 

history, supervisor of many young scientists. He started 

his research analysing Baltic German chronicles as sour

ces of Estonian history. He has given a detailed treat
ment of the "Younger Livonian Rhyme Chronicle" written 
down by Bartholomäus Hoeneke the original of which 
has not survived. S. Vahtre made a skilful reconstruc

tion of the Younger Livonian Rhyme Chronicle based 

upon other chronicles using Hoeneke's text, and also 
published a special study on this topic." His thorough 

investigations into older Estonian history have been pub

lished in the form of monographs on the St. George's 

Night Uprising 1343-46 12 and Ancient Fight for Free
dom.13 S. Vahtre defended his PhD thesis with the stu

dy "Estonian Peasantry on the Basis of Census Data 
(1782-1858)" ,14 The author used as sources the mate

rials of revisions carried out in the Russian Empire con
cerning the population of the Estonian Province (North 

Estonia). Until then these source materials had been con

sidered important for family history only. S. Vahtre made 

use of these data to make significant demographic ge

neralizations. Prof. S. Vahtre's recent studies have dealt 
with church history, first of all the role of the church 

in cultural history. Since 1993 S. Vahtre has been Prof. 

Emeritus. 

Another lecturer of Estonian history Allan Liim 

(1929) has in the course of many years taught Modern 

Estonian History (from the 2nd half of the 19th centu
ry) and has also trained history teachers in didactics ot 
history. He is also one of the main authors of the vo

luminous "Estonian School History" published by the Es

tonian Academy of Sciences . 

Tiit Rosenberg (1946) who belongs to the younger 

generation of Estonian historians has continued the stron
gest trend in postwar Estonian historical science ag
rarian and peasants' history. The patriarchs of this trend 
were Artur Vassar's school at the Institute of History (J. 

Kahk, H. Ligi, E. Tarvel). In 1980 T. Rosenberg defen

ded his thesis on the situation of manor workers in South 
Estonia in the 19th — beginning of the 20th centuries. 
His PhD thesis is nearing completion. T. Rosenberg has 
lectured on historiography of Estonian history. In con
nection with this he has done thorough research on the 
works of earlier Estonian historians and supervised cor

responding student papers. In 1994 T. Rosenberg was 

elected ordinary Professor of Estonian History. 
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18th-century Estonian and East European history 
has been the field of research of Docent of Estonian 
History Mati Laur (1954). He has studied the reforms 
of Catherine II, but also the influence of the Enlighten

ment on the Baltic countries in general.16 His treatment 

of the continuity of the Swedish legislation and judicial 

system in the Baltic region after it was united with the 
Russian empire in 1710 (Uusikaupunki peace treaty in 

1721) is also of great interest. His PhD thesis is nea-

ring completion. The research of Tõnis Lukas (1962) 
who works at the Chair as a part-time lecturer on the 
clergy of Tartu diocese (until the 16th century) is pro

mising from the viewpoint of Estonia's earlier cultural 
relations. The earlier period of Estonian history has been 

the field of interest for our archeologists. Docent Vilma 

Trummal ( 1924) has taught archeology to all history stu
dents of Tartu University from the beginning of her 

lecturer's career until retirement. Having started her re
search with studies of the settlement of South East Es

tonia, she has supervised archeological excavations in 
Tartu throughout her career, and also taken interest in 

the history of the earliest settlement in Tartu.18 The scien

tific careei of Ain Mäesalu (1954), another archeologist 
working at Tartu University, has been somewhat analo

gous. He started with studying the stronghold of Otepää 
that is well-known as a site of 13th-century struggles. 
A need for rescue excavations made the problems of 
Tartu more topical for him. A. Mäesalu is an internatio
nally recognized specialist in the field of ancient arma

ment. This was also the subject of his MA thesis. In 

his PhD thesis he is turning back to the stronghold of 

Otepää. In 1992 Tartu University once again got an or
dinary professor ship in archeology after a long time. 

Evald Tõnisson (1928) who, besides working at the Aca

demy of Sciences, had been for many years a part-time 
lecturer, was elected to this place. His main field of stu

dy has been Ancient Estonian strongholds, but also ot
her remains of Younger and Middle Iron Age.19 His 

major study of the Koiva River Livonians is of interna

tional importance.20 Prof. E. Tõnisson is one of the main 
authors of the general survey "Estonian Prehistory".21 

Unfortunately E. Tõnisson has now resigned to Prof. 
Emer. because of age limit. 

The Cabinet of Archeology is a structural unit that 
also contributes to the training of students, organizes and 
preserves archeological finds. Besides these tasks, the ca
binet also deals with scientific research. Head of the ca

binet Heiki Valk defended his MA thesis on ancient 
Estonian burial customs. Ethnology (ethnography) suffe
red greatly after leading specialists of folklife G. Ränk, 
I. Talve etc. had emigrated and F. Linnus had died in 
Siberia. This subject has been taught by Docent Arved 
Luts (1929) (Acting Prof, in 1992-94). He has studied 
sea fishing in Estonia. For a long time the present Di
rector of the Museum of Classical Antiquities of Tartu 
University Jüri Linnus (1926) worked as a lecturer of 
ethnography as well. He has made investigations into the 
problems of forging and rural handicrafts in general.22 

In 1993 J. Linnus defended his PhD thesis on the ba
sis of his published works. 

Candidate of History Elle Vunder (1939) has wor
ked as a part-time lecturer of ethnology and was elec

ted Professor of Ethnology in the spring of 1994. Her 
chief field of research is popular embroidery. 

The predecessor of the Chair of General History 

was the department of General History. For a long time 

Prof. Jaan Konks (1902-1988) who studied Estonian ag

rarian history,23 was Head of the Department. He was 
followed as Head of Department by Prof. Herbert Ligi 

(1928-1990) who defended his PhD thesis on feudal du

ties of Estonian peasantry 24 He initiated the studies of 
Estonian settlement that is also associated with the prob

lems of population history. After Prof. Ligi's death in 
1990 the leading scientist of this trend is acting Profes

sor of Archival Science Aadu Must (1951) whose 
Candidate's thesis touched upon industrial history,25 but 

who is completing his PhD thesis "Migration in Estonia 
in the 17th-20th centuries". Ülle Liitoja (1957) who wro

te her thesis on the settlement and population of one 

Estonian Parish and Priit Pirsko (1964) whose MA the

sis dealt with population history in North East Estonia, 
are engaged in analogical problems. 

Economic and cultural connections in the Baltic Sea 
area have become the main field of current research at 

the Chair of General History The present Head of the 
Chair prof. Helmut Piirimäe (1930) has, as a continua

tion to Arnold Soom's dissertation of 1940 on trading 

in Narva 1636-56,26 studied trading in Narva in 1661-

1700. He has also studied the trade in other Estonian 
towns in the 17th century, laying main emphasis on the 

statistical analysis of archival sources. This work is re

lated to the studies of Baltic Sea trading written by outs
tanding scientists like Artur Altman in Sweden, Sven 

Erikström in Finland, Vassili Doroshenko in Latvia, Eli

sabeth Harder-Gersdorff in Germany etc. One of the most 

recent results in Estonian trading history is Enn Küng's 

MA dissertstion that deals with the commercial contacts 

of Lübeck and England with Russia. In his PhD disser
tation he deals with trading between Narva, Tallinn and 

the Neatherlands in the 17th century. Director of the Tal

linn Town Archive Jüri Kivimäe (1947) who also works 
as a part-time lecturer at the university is a representative 
of the same research trend. J. Kivimäe is the leading 
lecturer of medieval history, supervisor of several young 
promising scientists. 

Prof. Extraordinary Olaf-Mihkel Klaassen (1929) has 
written his PhD dissertation about the consulates of the 
Republic of Estonia (1918-40) in Asia and Africa (1992). 
This work was also defended at the Chair of General 
History although it deals with more distant countries and 
a more contemporary period. Estonian-Swedish economic 
contacts have been studied by Prof. H. Piirimäe in his 
PhD dissertation Swedish State Economy in Estonia and 
Livonia in the 17th century" (1974). The trend of mili
tary history with the main emphasis on everyday life in 
the army has developed on the basis of studies of in
ternational relations of the Baltic states. Margus Laidre, 
the present ambassador of Estonia in Sweden, defended 
his Candidate s dissertation "Swedish Army in Estonia 

and Livonia", and Rein Helme defended his dissertation 
on acts of warfare in the Baltic countries in 1812.28 

Tõnu Tannberg (1961) treated the recruitment system and 
country militia in Estonia in the period of the Napoleo
nic wars in his MA dissertation. The topic of his PhD 
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dissertation is recruitment system in Estonia in the 19th 
century. Docent Mart Tânava's Candidate's dissertation is 

an investigation into more distant problems in time and 
space — it deals with the army of Ancient Rome. 

The history of Tartu University has been the fra

mework of cultural and scientific contacts. To mark the 

university's 350th anniversary a 3-volume history of the 
university was published (with 1 -volume summaries in 

English and Russian).29 Arvo Tering, researcher of the 

university's scientific library, wrote his Candidate's dis

sertation about the students at the Swedish university. in 
the 17th — beginning of the 18th centuries and is soon 
going to defend his PhD thesis on the scientific contacts 
of Tartu University in the same period. 

We have regarded the investigation of cultural and 
scientific contacts with Germany, which also includes the 
spreading of the ideology of the Enlightenment and the 
history of Baltic Germans, very important as well. 

In recent years we have also attached special im

portance to the development of Ancient and Medieval 
history. Our postgraduate students have used the possi

bilities to study in England (Mait Kõiv, Tiit Aleksejev 
at Oxford) and Germany (especially Göttingen). 

The activities of the Laboratory of Orientalistics are 

closely connected with General History as well. Under 
the supervision of Linnart Mäll (1938) the studying of 
Tibetan history and culture has been the main trend of 
research. 

The Chair of Modern History is going to concent
rate its research on the history of the Republic of Es
tonia (1918-40) that under the Soviet occupation was 

falsified by the so-called party historians. Professor Jüri 
Ant (1939) has dealt with many topical problems of fo

reign policy. His monograph "Estonia 1920..." treats the 
problems of the first year of the Republic of Estonia." 

Under his supervision Ago Pajur (1962) completed his 
MA thesis on the conclusion of the nonaggression pact 

between the Soviet Union and the Republic of Estonia. 

The study also touched upon the relations of these count

ries after the Estonian War of Independence in general. 

Estonia's intenational relations have also been an 

important field of research. Docent Kaido Jaanson (1940) 
has supervised dissertations concerning the foreign rela

tions of the Republic of Estonia. Eero Medijainen (1959) 
studied co-operation between the Baltic states in 1926-

34.31 

Professor Voldemar Vaga is the grand old man of 
art history who recently celebrated his 95th birthday. His-
"Art History" has been a manual for many generations. 

Tartu has been V. Vaga's special field of interest ." 

Tartu University has been publishing "The Scandi

navian Symposium" - an interdisciplinary yearbook. The 

publishing of the yearbook was initiated at the time of 
N. Khrushtshev's "thaw' in co-operation with Moscow 
historians. Soon it became an all-Union publication whe
re several foreign scientists have published their articles 
as well. Both orthodox communists and liberal historians 
who were not members of the Communist Party have 
belonged to the editorial staff. The first editors were Ly
dia Roots from Tartu and W. Pohljobkin from Moscow. 

From the 4th number Prof. Hilda Moosberg was the edi

tor and since 1977 the author of this article has been 

doing this work. 

A total of 34 yearbooks have been published. Sac

rificing paper and space to some orthodox dogmatic ar

ticles enabled to publish serious studies, surely more than 

it would have been possible in Moscow. It has been 

planned to reorganize the yearbook so that most of the 

articles would be in English or German. 

Other major serial issues of Tartu historians have 

been "Papers on History of the Estonian SSR" "" and 

"Studies of Baltic History" ,34 In 1988 the first issue of 

"Kleio" — journal of Tartu University historians — was 
published. With the present issue in English we step out 
from behind the "curtain" to introduce ourselves to the 
international reader. 
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