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DIMITRI JERMAKOFF (St. Petersburg)

CATALOGUE OF THE ARABIC MANUSCRIPTS
IN THE LIBRARY OF TARTU UNIVERSITY

This short publication contains a description of the collection of Arabic manuscripts
held at the Library of Tartu University (Estonia). The collection consists of over 40
items grouped in 27 entries. Two numbers from the library catalogue were omitted: N°
60 — 2ff. of a Qur'anic text with a parallel translation into Turkish and N® 66 — a
strip of paper with the names of hulafa’ ar-rasidin.

The Catalogue is arranged according to the library catalogue numbers. Each entry

is divided into the following elements:

1. catalogue number

2. title

3. author's name

4. foliation

5. measurements of the page and written area with the number of lines per page

6. details of paper, hand, ink, illumination and binding

7. description of contents or textual arrangement

8. date

9. palaeographical and codicological data

10. condition, only if bad

11. references (if necessary)

The Incipit is omitted in view of the fact that the manuscripts contain well known
texts. We are also considering the possibility of publishing an album presenting in
detail all MSS from the collection.

The Tartu collection is one of the last European collections still not described in a
proper way. It has not attracted systematic 1nteresn\‘W Fr. Hezel (1754- 18@) was the -
first who started to work with it when he was invited to Tartu (Dorpat) in 1801. His
notes on MSS 1b, 2a, 3, 4 and SIEIre preserved and deserve publication. * Ve, 3,9

Hezel's successors did not leave any significant contributions. After World War II
interest in the collection arose from time to time though without any fesults. I can
mention only Dr. V. Lebedev (St. Petersburg) who identified several MSS and
published his conclusions on MS 97. The last person who systematically turned his
attention to the Arabic MSS was the late U. Masing.

The most interesting part of the collection consists of MSS bought by O. Freiherr
von Richter (1792-1816) during his fatal journey to the Middle East. Other MSS were
presented to Tartu University by various persons. It is evident that the history of this
collection deserves closer study which can throw new light on Baltic cultural develop-
ment.
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38 DIMITRI JERMAKOFF

I am greatly indebted to Dr. S. Stadnikov (Tallinn) who inspired me in my work,
Dr. Mare Rand, Head of the Department of Rare Books and Manuscripts, and others
from the library staff who facilitated my short visits to Tartu. The typewritten version
was prepared by me and I. Tikhonova.
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Ff. 18; 19,6x14.

On ff. 1b, 2a Arabic alphabet in 2 rectangles (10x8, 10,5x8,5) decorated with gold,

blue, red, green and yellow. On ff. 2b-16a combinations of Arabic letters in rectangles

(each divided into 30 squares). On ff. 16b-18a text of "abjad” in golden rectangular
frame (7 lines) decorated with medallions and large golden dots scattered over the field.
European paper. Big vocalised nashi. Black ink. Fe d &«c2o pean &inolin g(oJ Denpt?
On 2 pp. Hezel's notes dated 27 January 1807(\£wQC cleserifion, Gy Hs e()
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[2a]
[Sahifat ad-du‘a’ al-kamila] | Ir: T - boon et/
Author: Zayn al-Abidin. Riwaya of Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Muslim al-Mutahhari. 1
Ff. 1b-270a; 4,3x3,3, 2,8x1,8; 9 lines. Fine Oriental paper. Calligraphic miniature nashi
hand. Black ink. Entries, titles of chapters in red. Border in gold. Space between lines
on ff. 1b, 2a is covered with gold. “‘Unwan in gold, blue and red. Original binding is
replaced with red leather binding <of Dorpat&]niversity librafy} and dust-jacket. Copied
in Ramadan 1059/1649 by Muhammad Bﬁqif. The eax 5’~/ }éO[fﬁ—ff'ch Bacw ion :;fg )
54 chapters (bab) on different kinds of appeals (du‘a '§ to God: short history of the
text (ff. 1b-12a); contents (12a-15b); text of the work related from Muhammad b. <Ali
to halifat al-Mutawakkil through Ja“far as-Sadiq and presented in transmission of al-
Mutahhar (15b-245a). “Unwan, colophon.
Ad%itional material (mulhag) from Zayn al-<Abidin containing 15 prayers (ff. 247a-
" 270%); part of "as-Sahifa al-kamila". Sl
" Full description by Hezel in MS 2bJ /¥, Feba .1807]
Prcseed 6y Landcal a. Zoxau LC)Z\Z ;
Ay (3]
al-Qur'an
320 ‘ Ff. 01+808; 19,8x15,5, 15x9; 15 lines. Laid paper, watermark "Trelune". Medium size
nashi. Black ink. Sira titles, pause signs, frame (15,8x9,3) in red ink. “‘Unwan on ff.
1b-2a in green, gold and red. Red European binding of Dorpat?iUniversity library.
On f. 01b a note stating that the MS was presented to the University library by General
von Knorring in March 1804. Description of Hezel on two pages dated 1807.

Restoration of text on ff. 254b and 255a. Damp spots.
264 267
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Catalogue of the Arabic manuscripts in l{lfc,olzi')t;r?grxy:f— Tanﬂ%:fr?yéjja? ) %327/17' ‘ / ;[61/
Qfsitp(mpent of +he olynlstyof (4 i
, (4] shaf,z§/5éj, ¢ i f Chavarms
Mugqaddimat al-adab fi lugat al-furs wa-I-“arab
Ff. 48+001; 17,2x12,7, 13,5x9,3; 11 lines. Oriental paper. Accurate nashi, Persian

translation in small nasta‘liq. Black ink. Chapter titles 271§ well as Persian transLation Gl
and apparatus in red ink\.gfiuropean bindingé% 0004/1471:;/2’:?(??“ diﬁf;f ff %D/L; Ar‘_/ pfff G/Z/ Q7

Abridged version of az-ZamahSari's "al-Muqgaddima” containing 5 parts (agsam): o { “Yhe [2.4}

1. Fi-l-asma’ 4. Fi tasrif al-asma’ U/‘*/’W‘/‘j ’
2. Fi-l-af<al 5. Fi tasrif al-af<al ¢
3. Fi-l-huraf

Each part is divided into chapters (abwab) and paragraphs (fasl) with 88 entries. No

date. Arabic foliation, European foliation (mistake on f. 24), collation notes. On f.

001b bayt in Persian. On title page owners?ﬁrr%emgranda in Latin and German. 3 ff. 1

with Hezcl's‘ikﬂéfieﬂsA/i"rf‘coub‘rsive Gothléﬁlsvz}rflg %égta?si ons % restoration. Dcﬂm{/w' ion! @.WKoes-
Gach Qxchiv far O Morgen €aemolisele Kiveraline . 149 -93: X ¢

* Foumer oW hats - Uha. Ran &s ; ?'M“L_D"QAQ%’L 7 p"‘?f v Newb avix ((]W’q '
a [6]) 1 (L’,” Peysige hoesns widh

[al-Amali] Gral.c i{i-&,;")
Author: [Satraj ad-din al-U3i]. ,
Ff. 4 (58b-61a); 19,1x14, 14,5x9,8; 13 lines. European laid paper. NashI close to
nasta‘liq. Black ink. “‘Unwan with black ink. Text is arranged in two columns divided
with a red line. Copied by Mustafa b. Sayh Husayn Efendi Limni in Du-I-Hijja 1152/
1730 at Jazirat Limna. Vocalisation, catchwords, colophon.
Publication of text, translation and analysis: P. Bohlen. Carmen Arabicum Amali
dictum. Sylloge XVI Dissertationum Orientalium. Regimonti, 1825, N° 12.
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[7]
3 al-Qur’an
Ff. 344 (1b-344a) + 002; 16,5x10,5, 11,5x6,5; 11 lines. European laid paper, counter-
mark DE. Small neat nashi. Black and red ink. On ff. 1b, 2a “‘unwan in green, light-
blue and orange. Frame with red ink. Oriental binding (flap is missing). No date. On
title page owners’ inscription in Turkic and Arabic dated 1200/1785-86. Few marginal
corrections of the text with different hand and ink. On ff. 344b and 001b "wagqf”. On
f. 002b 2 bayts in Turkic. On f. 002a two round and one oval seal (all three repeated
on f. 002b). Arabic foliation.

(Y 3/:;@((

woran'e chostor artl
[8] il WTANC Chustomady

SO~ i/] 1a L(/ X \3\7 . (\/
83 ff. (1b-83b); 11x8, 7,2x4; 7 lines. Thick laid paper, patterned watermark (details).
Nashi. Black and red ink. Green leather binding with flap.
MS contains 11 saras of al-Qur'an (ff. 2b-38b); on ff. 38b-82b different types of
, prayers and addresses to God in Arabic and Turkic (ff. 81b-82b). No date. Probably
V)l « XIX century. Several titles and subtitles in Turkic. Catchwords. Note by Hezel (one

page).
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