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Abstract

The ideology of Hungarian Turanism, which insists on a connection between the
Hungarian nation and the nations of the formerly accepted Ural-Altaic language
family, has in recent years experienced a revival, to the extent that the Hungarian
government itself has shifted its views on the ideology. This leads one to wonder why
and how the government's policy has changed. In order to answer this question, one
must consider a variety of factors including memory politics, ethnosymbolism, the
relevance of Turanism in Hungarian history, and the role played by the Hungarian
Minister of Human Resources, Miklds Késler. Kasler insists that Hungarian being
Uralic is more of a linguistic statement than a genetic one, which leads to the question
of how national identity changes based on the label given to an ethnicity on the basis
of genetics or linguistics. In this thesis | analyze interviews with Kasler in connection
to the aforementioned factors to answer the question of how and why Hungarian
government policy in relation to Turanism has changed. One of the major findings
from this thesis was the level of influence Kéasler possesses and how this decisively
gave him the political clout to promote a revival of Turanism through his own
institute. This indicates conclude that the current political climate in Hungary
allowed for an environment that gave him such influence.
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Osszefoglalas

A magyar turanizmus ideologiaja, amely ragaszkodik a magyar nemzet és a korabban
elfogadott ural-altaji nyelvcsalad népei kozotti kapcsolathoz, az utébbi években
Ujjééledt, olyannyira, hogy maga a magyar kormany is megvaltoztatta az ideologiaval
kapcsolatos nézeteit. Elgondolkodtatd, hogy miért és hogyan valtozott a kormany
politikaja. A kérdés megvalaszolasahoz szamos tényezot kell figyelembe venni,
tobbek kozott az emlékezetpolitikat, az etnoszimbolizmust, a turanizmus jelentdségét
a magyar torténelemben, valamint Kasler Miklos, az emberi eréforrasok
miniszterének szerepét. Kasler ragaszkodik ahhoz, hogy a magyarséag uréli volta
inkabb nyelvi, mint genetikai kapcsolat, ami elvezet ahhoz a kérdéshez, hogy a
nemzeti identitas hogyan valtozik aszerint, hogy egy etnikumnak milyen cimkét
adnak genetikai vagy nyelveszeti alapon. A dolgozat a Kaslerrel készitett interjukat
elemzi a fent emlitett tényezdkkel 6sszefliggésben, hogy valaszt adjon arra a kérdésre,
hogyan és miért valtozott a magyar korméany politikaja a turanizmussal kapcsolatban.
A dolgozat egyik legfontosabb megéllapitasa az, hogy Kasler milyen befolyassal
rendelkezik, és hogy ez dontéen milyen politikai befolyast adott neki ahhoz, hogy
sajat intézetén keresztiil eldmozditsa a turanizmus 0jjaélesztését. EbbOl arra lehet
kovetkeztetni, hogy a jelenlegi magyarorszagi politikai 1égkor lehetévé tette azt a
kornyezetet, amely ilyen befolyast biztositott szamara.

YBoa3iubl

[npanoris Byropckara TypaHizMy, sikasi HACTOMBae Ha CyBs31 TaMIXK Byropckaii
HAIBIAH | HApoaaMi, AKis ¥ MiHyIBIM agHOCITI 1a Ypanbcka-AnTaiickaii MOyHait
CsIM’1, y aloIIHis Yackl EpakbIBae apakKIHbHE TaKiX MamiTaday, ITo caM BYTrOpPCKI
Ypan 3pMsHse CBOM MOIJISAA HA TITYIO iA3ano0rito. ['3Ta B3e Aa NbITaHbHSY, YaMy Jbl
SIK 3bMSHITIACS MaJliThIKa 3sipxkaBbl. Kab anka3alb Ha rIThIA MBITAHbHI, MBI MyCIM
yJi4Balp mmpar gaxkrapay, Takix sSK HaTiThIKa HaMslll, dTHaciMOani3m,
aKTyaJIbHaChlb TYpaHi3My ¥ TicTOpbIi ByropiurdsiHel, a Takcama podis, sIKyIo 3rpay
BYropcki MiHicTp kaapay Miknym Kammap. Kanutap ceusspaxkay, mro
MpBIHAJIEKHACKIb ByrOpCKail MOBBI J1a YpalibCKail cAM’1 - r3Ta 3’sBa XyTudil
JIHTBICTBIYHAS YBIM IIHATBIYHAS, IITO BSJ3€ 1A BITAHbHS, K HallbITHAJIbHAS
ChBSZIOMAChIIb 3bMSTHSICIIA a1 YIUTBIBAM HaJ[a/I3€HBIX ATHIYHACKIII SPIBIKOY aJIHOCHA
TeHOITHIKI 200 JIIHTBICTBIKI. Y T3Tall JbITUIOMHAN Tpalisl OyA3€ MpaBel3eHbl aHali3
1HTIpB 10 3 Kammapam y cyBsi3i 3 BeIIDI3raianbiMi paktapami, kab ajgkaszaib Ha
NBITaHBHE, SIK 1 YaMy 3bMsIH1TAacs ByropcKas MajiThIKa ¥ JaYblHEHbHI J]a TypaHi3My.
AJTHO 3 HaBOXKHEUIIIBIX BRICHOY IITail Iparbl ObIIIO YChBEIaMIICHbHE Y3POYHS
ymbIBy, ki Mey Kamuap, 1 sik T9ThI YIUIBIY Aay siMy MadiThIYHYIO MOIT JUIs
CHPBISHBHS aIpa/KIHBHIO TypaHi3My Mpa3 Aro YIacHbIsSl YCTAaHOBBI. AJICIOJIb MOYKHA
3pabillb BBIHIK, IITO CEHBHEIIHI MaTITHIYHBI KJIIMaT ByropiusiHbl 1a3Boiy
ICHaBaHBbHE achsPOJI3s, SIKOE Jajia IMy TaKylo Viamy.



ResUmee

Ungari turanismi ideoloogia réhutab sidet Ungari riigi ja teiste kunagiste Uurali-Altai
keelkonda kuuluvate rahvaste vahel. VViimastel aastatel on see idee kogenud taassundi
sellises mastaabis, et isegi Ungari valitsus on muutnud enda seisukohta ungarlaste
péaritolus. See ajendab kiisima, miks ja kuidas on valitsuse oma vaateid muutunud
Ungari turanismi osas. Selle kiisimuse vastamiseks lahtub autor erinevatest teguritest,
mille hulka kuuluvad malupoliitika, etnosiimbolism, Turanismi olulisus Ungari
ajaloos ja roll, mida mangis Ungari inimressursside minister Miklds Kasler selles
protsessis. Kasler réhutab, et ungari keele kuuluvus Uurali keelkonda on rohkem
keeleline side kui geneetiline, mis omakorda viib kiisimuseni, kuidas rahvuslik
identiteet muutub vastavalt sellele, kas rahvus on sildistatud geneetilise koosluse voi
keeleteaduslike arusaamade baasil. See 16puttd analtitisib Kasleri intervjuusid
lahtudes eelmainitud teguritest, et vastata kiisimusele, kuidas Ungari valitsuse vaade
Turanismi osas on muutunud. Uks p&hilisi leide sellest 16putdost on Kasleri suur méju
Ungari malupoliitikas, mida ta on edukalt kasutanud ja kuidas Turanismi taassunni
edendamiseks labi oma instituudi. Sellest vdib jareldada, et praegune poliitiline
keskkond Ungaris on talle voimaldanud sellise mdjuvdimu.

Xypanhy

Masxap Typa#n y371 rucH, Mmakap 00JIH ypaK 39-ANTaH KEJIHS 0OMT aBCH YHJICTHO
XOJIBA 3YTKCH, IIUAPS )KWIMYAT CEPrajT dAJIB, YAHOHb Maxkap 3acr 3BpoH Y3JIUH
ca"ahaH conbB. OH 10HTAI, sThyK 3aCTHH TOPIUT COBCH THXK KY COHBPXAT. DH acyul
XOPYIXJ, KYYH HOKIUTHH 3JI/IB 3YYJT 099I10X KEePITd, TOOIHb CAHJIBIH TOPIILT, KeITH-
yncuH 6enr yuHp, Typan y31 mahap Tyy»kia xonBrai, nokon Maxkap Kyyno Heernn
coon Komnutep Mukiomus yypr. Komnep 3ytkcabs Maxap ke 3oohun kemH 69oar
THOK KeNTHO 3yYhuH TyHXTIIT 099/r, TeH 3yYhuH TyHXTIU1ac ynm, Teraf sthok YHICHO
VDKL COJIBJIT THXK acyITyp YUTIIHO, CYYPHBb YHACTHO TEM/IT T€H 3y OyIO KEJH 3Y
cyypac erna. Tyc Taamr Kormiepna cypBiK 3a/UTHa, JeepK TypJACH HOKIIT XOJIBA/,
yup sthx, rourag Maskap 3acr Typan y3/11 TOPILT COIBCH. DH TaaMI'MH YyXJI OJIBPUH
HEerH TaaMmr rucH Kormuiep 337CH HIITYHH TOBIIH, JOKOA shiK 9H YYHI KYPOIHTOPH
TypaH y311 ceprox Cypko TOPUUINH HOKJI 6TB. Y YHIC, 0oord Maskap TOpILIHNH
KJIMMAT YYH/ UMM HIJTY OTCH OPYH/I 30BIIIOCH THXK TOTCKX OOJIAT.
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Introduction

Right across northern Europe and Asia, from the Baltic to the Pacific and from
the Mediterranean to the Arctic Ocean, there stretches a vast band of peoples to
whom ethnologists have assigned the name of "Uralo-Altaic race", but who are
more generally termed "Turanians". This group embraces the most widely
scattered folk—the Ottoman Turks of Constantinople and Anatolia, the
Turcomans of Central Asia and Persia, the Tatars of South Russia and
Transcaucasia, the Magyars of Hungary, the Finns of Finland and the Baltic
provinces, the aboriginal tribes of Siberia and even the distant Mongols and
Manchus. Diverse though they are in culture, tradition, and even physical
appearance, these peoples nevertheless possess certain well-marked traits in
common. Their languages are all similar, and, what is of even more import, their

physical and mental make-up displays undoubted affinities.

This description, by American historian Theodore Lothrop Stoddard, is given in

reference to the ideology known as Turanism. Although Stoddard's views have faded

in popularity (in large part due to his advocacy of white supremacy), the idea of

Turanism still remains relevant in the nations described by the idea. As a political

ideology, Turanism originated from the writings of Finnish linguist and pioneer of

Uralic studies Matthias Alexander Castrén, after he concluded that the Finnish people

originated from Central Asia and thus were connected to disparate yet culturally

! Stoddard, T. L. (1917). Pan-Turanism. The American Political Science Review, Vol. 11(No. 1). pp: 16



related groups such as Hungarians, Turkic peoples, and Mongols.? Turanism as a
whole may have origins that are arguably older and date back to ancient Iranian
sources. Nevertheless, the ideology is ultimately connected to the idea of the
Hungarian nation and its continuing legacy is due to memory politics and the need for
an origin story to justify the existence and development of a nation or to serve as a

unifying force.

In Hungary, Turanism has a long history connected to the origins of the Hungarian
people and remains a pertinent force in Hungarian society and politics, especially in
contexts germane to Hungarian nationalism. Hungarian nationhood from the very
beginning rests on the origin story of Hungarians being originally a nomadic
confederation that arrived in the Carpathian Basin in 895 to establish their nation.
However, the question of whether Hungarians are Uralic or Turkic has been an ever-
present conundrum in Hungarian nationalism and statehood and this debate was
especially pronounced in the 19" Century in an episode known as the "Ugric-Turkic
War" within Hungarian academia which ultimately resulted in the classification of the
Hungarian language as Uralic. Nevertheless, opposition to this official viewpoint has
resurfaced at times, and is especially relevant nowadays Given the increasingly
influential rise of pro-Turkic sentiment in Hungarian politics and society; Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orban has made Hungary an observer state in the Turkic
Council and is actively pursuing further cooperation. * Moreover, even before his
premiership, a cultural event known as the Great Kurultaj, where representatives of
numerous Turkic, Uralic, Tungusic, and Mongolic nations (as well as nations
perceived to have historical or cultural links to these peoples such as Japanese,

Koreans, Avars, Bulgarians, and Circassians) are invited to the Hungarian village of

2 Encyclopedia Britannica. (n.d.). Matthias Alexander Castrén. Retrieved from Encyclopedia
Britannica: https://www.britannica.com/biography/Matthias-Alexander-Castren Accessed on December
15 2021.

3 Sarnyai, G. (2018, September 3). Orban: Hungarians Are the Late Descendants of Attila. Retrieved
from Hungary Today: https://hungarytoday.hu/orban-hungarians-are-late-descendants-of-attila/
Accessed on January 25 2020.

4 Hungarian Government. (2019, October 15). Hungary can offer Turkic Council connection to Europe.
Retrieved from Website of the Hungarian Government: https://www.kormany.hu/en/the-prime-
minister/news/hungary-can-offer-turkic-council-connection-to-europe Accessed on January 25 2020.



Bugac to display horsemanship skills and celebrate the nomadic heritage of
Hungarians.®® The event is even supported by government officials from countries
considered “Turanian” such as Kyrgyzstan, as evidenced by the event’s main
organizer visiting the country to meet Kyrgyz government officials.” The necessity of
discussing the resurgence of Turanism in Hungarian politics is in how the ideology is
a potential key to understanding contemporary trends in Hungary, as the ideology is a
cornerstone of the ideology promoted by Jobbik Magyarorszagért Mozgalom
(Movement for a Better Hungary), one of Hungary’s major political parties, and is
also supported by elements of Hungary’s ruling Fidesz party, which influences their
policies regarding it and also would make one wonder why Hungarian political

outlook is shifting in regards to Turanism.

The central question this research seeks to answer is how and why Hungarian
government policy regarding Turanism has changed. The overall topic of the history
of the Hungarian government's policy on the origin of Hungarians and why it is
currently changing will be explored, in this thesis, analyzing specific examples,
primarily in relation to the influence of the Hungarian Minister of Human Resources’
Turanian beliefs and the resultant consequences of such a belief. The overall history
of Hungarian government policy in relation to this topic will also be explored and
such a topic may be of interest from a geopolitical point of view as it can be related to
the broader context of ethnic diversity and national identity influenced by memory
politics and origin stories in Eurasia, in addition to serving as an explanation to
aspects of Hungarian politics that have become more pronounced in recent times,
such as right-wing populism. Secondary research questions include how a single
minister can change the course of the Hungarian government’s policy on Hungarian

national origins, why Prime Minister Viktor Orban made Hungary’s political outlook

> McLaughlin, D. (2016, August 18). Hungary Letter: Steppe festival celebrates mysterious origins.
Retrieved from The Irish Times: https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/hungary-letter-steppe-
festival-celebrates-mysterious-origins-1.2759437 Accessed on January 25 2020.

8 KURULTAJ. (n.d.). Information. Retrieved from KURULTAJ: http://kurultaj.hu/english/ Accessed
on January 25 2020.

" KURULTAJ. (n.d.). Kirgiz — magyar egyiittmiikédés a hagyomanydrzésben. Retrieved from
KURULTAJ: http://kurultaj.hu/2016/06/Kirgiz-magyar-egyuttmukodes-a-hagyomanyorzesben/
Accessed on January 25 2022.



more pro-Turkic, and if the difference in approach is connected to populism as a

broader trend in Hungarian politics.

Two sets of primary data have been analyzed in this thesis: a literature review
accompanying a historical background section and a set of interviews with the
Hungarian Minister of Human Resources in relation to his role in the revival of
Hungarian Turanism. The former will serve both to provide historical background on
Turanism in Hungary and the sources described will be given consideration in how
Turanism was historically regarded in Hungary, and comparisons to the current
incarnation will be inserted as well. The latter set has been analyzed with theories
connected to memory politics and nation building in mind in order to point out what
the Hungarian Minister of Human Resources is possibly trying to do and why;
contemporary articles relating to the Hungarian Minister of Human Resources will
also be used to aid in the analysis. The texts analyzed in the historical
background/literature review section has also been connected to the interviews where

possible.

This work first introduces the theories in relations to memory politics and nation
building to be used in subsequent sections and in the immediately succeeding section
regarding the conceptualization of such ideas, due to their relevance to Hungarian
Turanism and its revival in modern day Hungary. This is followed by the
aforementioned historical background and literature review section, then a section on
the methodology used for this thesis, the analysis of the interviews, and the
conclusion. The historical background and literature review section is necessary both
in order to provide a general overview of the ideology and its history as well as to
serve as a source to connect to subsequent sections. The analysis section is divided
into subsections that deal with the two sets of data as well as supplementary material
that will be used in the analysis. And the methodology section is necessary for the
sake of providing a general structure for the thesis as a whole as well as reinforce the

topicality of the case and discuss potential limitations.



1. Conceptualization

In order to understand the topic of Hungarian Turanism and its modern incarnation as
well as its reemergence in Hungarian politics, one must understand the ideas of
nationhood, memory politics, and national origin narratives. In order to understand
these concepts, theories in relation to them must be discussed. In this section, specific
theories will be introduced and elaborated upon, to be justified in the end in their
relevance to the topic of Hungarian Turanism and why such theories are the most

appropriate to be used in the analysis.
1.1. The Concept of Nation

The definition of a nation varies between authors and also depends on the

context. Nevertheless, a nation always refers to a community of people defined to be
such based on a combination of shared features or traits and thus a nation can be seen
as a collective of people defined by common features and traits. According to the
Anglo-Czech philosopher and social anthropologist Ernest Gellner, the concept of
nation is “primarily a political principle which holds that the political and the national
unit should be congruent.”® According to Gellner, industrialization bought about
nations and such entities did not exist before that; Gellner postulates that before
industrialization, people used to live in small village communities and that the advent
of the industrial age made villagers begin migrating to large cities. In contrast to
villagers who are rooted to a community, city people are mobile and have “no roots”
so to speak and become a “mobile population” extending over a wider area as this was
the population factories required.’® These circumstances necessitated the creation of a
common identity on the part of the state itself. This also was a result of the traditional
boundaries of a village being erased and people being isolated, which led to the
necessity of a national identity being formed in its stead, which eventually gave rise to
nationalism and arguably the ethnopolitical regime itself. Thus, according to Gellner,

before industrialization, there was no nation.

8 Gellner, E. (1983). Nations and Nationalism. Ithaca: Cornell University Press. pp: 1
% Ibid. pp: 63
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Although Gellner’s ideas and theories are given deep consideration in the field of
nationalism studies, they are not without criticism. One of the most prominent critics
is Gellner’s own student, Anthony D. Smith. Smith disagreed with his mentor and
argued in his 1986 book, The Ethnic Origins of Nations, that nations have historical
roots and are not the result of industrialization. He argued that they are based on pre-
modern, cultural and ethnic communities, which he calls ethnies. National identity
evolved from pre-modern ethnic identity. Ethnie is the French noun for ethnic

community. According to Smith, it consists of six basic elements:*°

« A collective proper name (extremely important as it was instrumental for ethnic
revivals and nationalist movements in the 19" and 20" Centuries, unlike class
distinctions that mostly defined societal divisions in earlier eras; unifications of

several groups into one nation were also influenced by this)

* A shared culture (one or more differentiating elements of common culture for the

sake of unity; whereby aspects become important depending on the specific ethnic

group)

» A myth of common ancestry

« Shared historical memory (important for uniting an ethnic community)
« Association with a specific homeland

* And a sense of solidarity (often achieved with one or more of the preceding

conditions).
With this concept of ethnie, Smith challenges the view brought forth by Gellner.

The approaches of Gellner and Smith are connected to the eternal debate regarding
nationhood and in understanding what nations exactly are as well as how old they are.
This debate is seen as containing multiple approaches that define the concept of
nation with a perennial or primordial approach and the idea of the nation being a
modern construction being among the most prominent viewpoints. The perennial

approach argues that nations have always existed as long as humans have lived and

10 Smith, A. D. (1986). The Ethnic Origins of Nations. Hoboken. Wiley-Blackwell. pp: 21-24
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that all nations can trace their history back to evolutionary traits and that nations
themselves are a natural element and fundamental to human life throughout recorded
history; continuity with past nations and identities as well as the concept of a nation
remaining as a collective identity are recurring themes.!* The perennial approach is
itself a milder form of a wider approach known as primordialism, which itself is an

umbrella term to describe the belief that nations have always existed.'?

The modernist approach to nationalism stipulates that the concept of nation is a novel
one resulting from industrialization, capitalism, and the emergence of the modern
bureaucratic state, among other factors.!® The argument of the nation being a modern
construction is closer to the ideas of both Gellner and Smith. The former’s primary
argument here is that the concept of nation is dynamic and caused by socio-economic
and political processes originating from Industrialization in 18" century Europe; it is
new, modern, and ultimately means that the idea of national identity is a changing
product of collective action, not the force that drives nation-building. The latter’s
argument is that while the concept of nation is relatively recent, it is still based on a
pre-existing community with common traits and features. Smith himself clarified that
while members of an ethnie may invoke primordial ties, their communities are long
term creations and that the substance of their origin narratives, collective memories,
values, and symbols are subject to change over the generations; nonetheless, there are
ethnies that persist for centuries, even when the memory of their common ancestry
fades.!* Moreover, much of the modernist critique of primordialist-perennialist
approaches to the concept of nation are related to how the alleged antiquity of a nation
is actually the product of rulers and ideologists who pushed a narrative at specific

historical moments.® Such an importance of memory in connection to the concept of

11 Ozkirimli, U. (2010). Theories of Nationalism A Critical Introduction. London. Palgrave Macmillan.
Second Edition. pp: 58

12 |bid. pp: 49, 51
13 Ibid. pp: 72

14 Grosby, S. & Leoussi, A. (2007). Nationalism and Ethnosymbolism: History, Culture and Ethnicity
in the Formation of Nations. pp: 327

15 Ozkirimli, U. (2010). Theories of Nationalism A Critical Introduction. London. Palgrave Macmillan.
Second Edition. pp: 70
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ethnie and the origins of nation leads to another concept related to the concept of

nation: memory politics.
1.2. The Concept of Memory Politics

Memory politics refers to the organization of collective memories for political
purposes that influence the way history is written or remembered. This can be
influenced by cultural and societal forces as well, but the ultimate goal is to create an
accepted narrative in the eyes of the political elite. To this end, the idea of nation-
building through the codification of an origin narrative is one such manifestation of
memory politics and it can be argued that the plethora of divergent political interests
in relation to forming a narrative on national origins is why the idea of nation is
divided into different camps with radically different arguments regarding the origin of

nation and the factors that resulted in the concept’s creation.

In order to understand memory politics, it is imperative to understand the concept of
collective memory. Collective memory is defined as a collection of shared
experiences, memories, and knowledge possessed by a nation or another social group
that have a significant impact on the group’s identity. In other words, the term refers
to mental representations of past events that are common to members of a social
group that serve to support a group identity and their expression can take multiple
forms including but not limited to oral and written narratives, monuments, and
symbols.t® Citing interwar French sociologist Maurice Halbwachs, Peter J. Verovsek
stipulates that collective memory is socially constructed as “the idea of an individual
memory absolutely separate from social memory, is an abstraction almost devoid of
meaning” and that as a result collective memory is always mediated through complex
mechanisms of conscious manipulation by elites and unconscious absorption by

members of society.!” Halbwachs himself argued that it is impossible to analyze the

16 American Psychological Association. (n.d.). Collective Memory. Retrieved from: APA Dictionary of
Psychology: https://dictionary.apa.org/ Accessed on January 27t 2022,

17 Verovsek, P. (2016). Collective memory, politics, and the influence of the past: the politics of
memory as a research paradigm, Politics, Groups, and Identities, 4:3, 529-543. doi:
10.1080/21565503.2016.1167094. pp: 531
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memory of an individual without the relevant social memory, demonstrating the

precedence of collective memory as the source of meaning within individual ones.8

Jan Assmann builds upon the work of Halbwachs by introducing the idea of cultural
memory as an addendum to collective memory. Assmann referred to the work of his
predecessor as one focusing on “communicative memory” due to Halbwachs’ focus
on oral narratives surrounding everyday communications dominating smaller groups
such as families.’® Continuing from this, Assmann introduced “cultural memory” to
refer to forms of collective memory with fixed reference points that are more removed
from everyday life; he claims that “These fixed points are fateful events of the past,
whose memory is maintained through cultural formation (texts, rites, monuments) and
institutional communication (recitation, practice, observance).?®” Assmann argued
that cultural memory is essential for the formation of a group’s identity as it maintains
and preserves the cultural meanings that are important for a particular social group’s

society.?!

Verovsek argues that collective memory is often used by politicians to mobilize
remembrance as an instrument of politics and that in certain cases, historical analogies
are used to frame and think through important issues or manipulate memory to
legitimize their actions with reference to formative events in the collective
consciousness of their community.??> Such social frameworks not only give meaning
to individual memories; they also provide the broad historical imaginary that shapes
the selection and interpretation of formative events.?® Aleida Assmann builds upon

the aforementioned ideas of Jan Assmann on collective memory by stipulating that a

18 Halbwachs, M. (1992). On Collective Memory. Lewis A. Coser (Ed.). Chicago and London: Chicago
University Press, 1992. pp. 167-169

19 Assmann, J., Czaplicka, J (translator). Collective Memory and Cultural Identity. New German
Critique, Vol. 65, Cultural History/Cultural Studies (1995), pp. 125-133, p. 126-127.

20 |bid. pp: 129
2L |bid. pp: 130-132

22 Verovsek, P. (2016). Collective memory, politics, and the influence of the past: the politics of
memory as a research paradigm, Politics, Groups, and Identities, 4:3, 529-543. doi:
10.1080/21565503.2016.1167094. pp: 529

2 |bid. pp: 531
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social group’s expressions of cultural memory can originate from manifestations of
communicative memory that were institutionalized. * A. Assmann also claims that
the concept of cultural memory is a form of mediated memory that “is backed up by
material media, symbols, and practices which have to be grafted into the hearts and
minds of individuals.”? This ties into Veroviek’s argument as it demonstrates the
institutionalization of memory by the political elite with the aim of creating an
accepted narrative and also demonstrates the importance of symbols in the context of
collective memory and memory politics, as the selection and manipulation of symbols
is an integral component. Ultimately, the concept of collective memory is the set of
values and norms within a social group that arise from past events and consequently
influence the way individuals within such groups perceive the world. Memory
politics is the way political elites manipulate that collective memory for the sake of
legitimizing their positions and maintaining power structures that benefit them. This
leads into the question of how these political elites engage in memory politics and
which elements of the past in relation to the nation they choose to invoke for the sake
of pushing their preferred narrative, which directly leads into the concept of
Ethnosymbolism.

1.3. Ethnosymbolism

“Nationalism” as a term itself refers to patriotic feelings, principles, or efforts. It is
possible to divide this between “an extreme form of patriotism marked by a feeling of
superiority over other countries” or an “advocacy of political independence" for a
particular country.?® Accordingly, one manifestation of this definition would be a
cultural nationalism that advocates a regeneration of national community spirit by
creating, preserving, or reinforcing a people’s cultural identity when deemed
inadequate to deal with external challenges; moreover the concept is concerned with

the cultural community’s distinctiveness that defines the essence of the nation and

2 Assmann, A. Transformations between History and Memory. Social Research, Vol. 75 (1), 2008, pp.
49-72, p. 52.

% |bid. pp: 55

% Oxford University Press. (2008). Oxford Dictionary of English (2nd Edition ed.). Oxford: Oxford
University Press. pp: 545
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thus cultural nationalism is generated through the intellectualization of culture and its
subsequent reproduction and dissemination.?” Cultural nationalism itself, through the
idea that culture needs to be intellectualized and then reproduced, can be seen as a
concept that promotes the formation of a nation through symbols. Which can lead
one to consider it synonymous with Ethnosymbolism.

Ethnosymbolism refers to the approach in nation-building wherein the roles of
symbols, myths, memories, values, and traditions are heavily emphasized in the
formation and maintenance of nations and nationalism.?® According to Anthony D.
Smith, “For ethno-symbolist, what gives nationalism its power are the myths,
memories, traditions, and symbols of ethnic heritage and in the ways in which a
popular living past has been, and can be, rediscovered and reinterpreted by modern
nationalist intelligentsias.”?® In this way he confirms that this approach is one where
the political elite use symbols to spin a narrative based on the nation’s past in order to

create their preferred narrative.

Ethnosymbolism is a continuation of Smith’s concept of ethnie, which he defined as
“a named human population with myths of common ancestry, shared historical
memories and one or more common elements of culture, including an association with
homeland, and some degree of solidarity, at least among ¢élites.”*° Ethnosymbolism
emphasizes the importance of analyzing ethnies and nations over a long historical
period and define them as historical communities embedded in specific contexts and
in the memories and myths of their members, resulting in the emergence of nations
around ethnies with their national projects to periodic revision and reinterpretation
due to the ethnies and nations themselves being subject to change over time.3!

Regarding such national projects, such as origin narratives and collective memories,

27 Nielsen, K. (1999). Cultural nationalism, neither ethnic nor civic. In R. Beiner (Ed.), Theorizing
nationalism (pp. 119-130). Albany: State University of New York Press. pp: 119-130

28 Ozkirimli, U. (2010). Theories of Nationalism A Critical Introduction. London. Palgrave Macmillan.
Second Edition. pp: 143

29 Smith, A. D. (1999) Myths and Memories of the Nation. Oxford: Oxford University Press. pp: 9
%0 Ibid. pp: 13

3L Smith, A. D. (2015). Ethnosymbolism. The Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of Race, Ethnicity, and
Nationalism, 1-2. doi:10.1002/9781118663202.whber. pp: 1
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ethnosymbolists argue that only those symbolic elements of myth, memory, tradition,
and the like that have some resonance with segments of the designated population are
likely to prove able to furnish the contents of the nation’s public culture, necessitating
the consideration of preexisting popular traditions, values, memories, and symbols,
which in turn leads to which symbols are of actual relevance to the nation and
conflicts over the accuracy and authenticity of the nation’s history, leading to the

reinterpretation of ideas and narratives over time.*?

The symbols and other elements of nation to be emphasized in order to form a
narrative can include the memories of golden ages, myths of origin and ethnic election,
cults of heroes and ancestors, an attachment to a current or past specific homeland in
the formation and persistence of the specific nation, and the different kinds of ethnic
groups and ethnies that form the basis of the nations.*®* These symbols highlight the
importance of subjective elements in the understanding of ethnic groups and nations,
in the weight it gives to popular cultures and practices and these in turn set limits to
elite understandings and strategies in forming their preferred narrative. Even
nowadays, it can be observed the political elites invoke symbols and other associated
elements in order to promote a specific narrative among the general populace with the
aim of increasing or maintaining their power base and legitimizing or bolstering their

political interests. An example of a country where this is happening is Hungary.
1.4. Relevance to Contemporary Hungarian Politics

In the wake of Hungary’s transition from Communism to Capitalism in the 1990s,
following the collapse of the Soviet Union and the People’s Republic of Hungary,
Hungarian societal issues were exacerbated with widespread unemployment and
income inequality, among other hardships, resulting in the popularity of radical

political parties, particularly on the political far right in Hungary.3* Another result is

32 Smith, A. D. (2015). Ethnosymbolism. The Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia of Race, Ethnicity, and
Nationalism, 1-2. doi-10.1002/9781118663202.wber. pp: 1-2

3 Ozkirimli, U. (2010). Theories of Nationalism A Critical Introduction. London. Palgrave Macmillan.
Second Edition. pp: 143

34 Kenes, B. (2020, August, 3). Jobbik: A Turanist Trojan Horse in Europe? Retrieved from European
Center for Populism Studies https://www.populismstudies.org/jobbik-a-turanist-trojan-horse-in-europe/
Accessed on January 25 2022.
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the resurgence of the ideology known as Hungarian Turanism. This ideology is
related to the ethnogenesis of the Hungarian nation and can be considered an
ethnosymbolist approach to Hungary, as it emphasizes the importance of certain
symbols and myths as well as hypothesized connections to other nations for the sake
of forming a specific narrative. The ideology had its heyday in the early 20" Century
and its modern day resurgence can be considered a manifestation of memory politics,
as argued by Verovsek, because it is used by Hungarian politicians who seek to
challenge the currently accepted narrative on the national origins of the Hungarian
nation. Moreover, the origin of Hungarians can be viewed through multiple lenses in
defining the concept of nation. While elements of the perennialist and primordialist
approaches could be detected within Hungarian society, particularly in the idea that
the Hungarian nation is unique, especially given its geographic position and vast
differences with Indo-European neighbors, in the context of Hungarian memory
politics it is nevertheless the ethnosymbolist arguments that remain most prominent,
as the concept Hungarian Turanism is connected to both the idea within popular
memory that the Hungarian nation’s ethnie is more Turkic than Uralic (or
simultaneously) both as well as the idea that the modern viewpoint of Uralic
nationhood is relatively recent and artificial. The Turanian idea itself is also relatively
recent and connected to the rise of Hungarian nationalism, thus feeding into the
ethnosymbolist approach that ideas regarding the nation can change over time. The
politicization of Turanism by the Hungarian government and the change in
government policy can consequently be seen as an egregious manifestation of
memory politics, as the Hungarian government seeks to change the narrative in order
to push an agenda regarding the origins of the nation in order to further connections
with the East for the sake of strengthening Hungary. To this end the emphasis on
Turanism emphasizes the uniqueness of Hungary to emphasize the nation from
perennialist viewpoint, seeks to subvert the dominant and currently accepted narrative
regarding the nation’s historical homeland and origins and seeks to change what it

views as an artificial imposition.

As mentioned, Hungarian Turanism relies heavily upon symbols. The rise of political

movements supporting it thus promote specific rhetoric that emphasize Hungary’s
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connections to Turkic nations for the sake of promoting their narrative. This in turn
leads one to question why the ideology recently re-emerged and why it in particular
was chosen. When considering the recent socio-political developments in Hungary, it
can be observed that there is a deep aversion towards EU policies as well US foreign
policy, which many Hungarians view as contrary to their interests, especially in the
light of globalism, liberalism, and anti-traditionalism, which many Hungarians
consider to be features of modern Western societies.®® From this, one can consider
the resurgence of Hungarian Turanism to be a reactionary pushback, one that is
promoted by the political elite for the sake of legitimizing their authority and also
because it allows them to further their political interest of maintaining their power.
The ideology also allows for symbolism that justifies moving Hungary in a new

direction in foreign policy aimed to reassert the country on the international stage.
1.5. Aim of Thesis

It can be argued that the idea of nationhood is one prominent manifestation of
memory politics as it is ultimately a product of a politicization of a community’s
collective memory. As a result, memory politics is pertinent as an important
instrument to define how and what communities remember, with the nation being the
most common political group that individuals identify themselves as a part of.
Moreover, the concept of collective memory plays into these arguments as it
ultimately influences the narratives of origin in relation to nation; ethnosymbolism is
one approach in relation to this that specifically emphasizes symbols and other
associated elements. All of this is ultimately an attempt to spin a narrative and thus
questions arise regarding why a change in narrative was necessitated and how the
government’s policy is changing and has changed over the years. In order to
understand the reasons for such a manifestation, as well as the relevance of commonly
cited historical analogies and topics in the collective memory of Hungary in
connection to Turanism, it is necessary to examine the history of this phenomenon as

well as the relevant literature and other evidence.

% 1bid.
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The goal of this thesis in subsequent sections is to use these concepts to analyze
specifically the Hungarian context of Turanism resurging and explain how and why,
with references to the background of Turanism to be explored in a later section as
well. It also aims to prove that the trigger for the resurgence of Hungarian Turanism
was Hungarian dissatisfaction with the EU and the West as a whole and a consequent
desire to reassert Hungary’s position on the international stage by emphasizing
Hungary’s position as a bridge between the East and the West. This can in turn be
connected to the interest of political actors in Hungary’s elite wanting to stay in

power.
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2. Methodology

While Hungary has traditionally adhered to the generally accepted view that the
nation and its language is Uralic in origin and has carried out policies with this
viewpoint in mind, the recent rise of right wing politics has started to change this
outlook which leads to the question and how and why the Hungarian government’s
policy changed. In order to answer the primary research question of how and why the
Hungarian government’s policies and outlook changed, it is necessary to not only
consider the overall history of Hungarian government policy in relation to this topic,
but also to look at the rhetoric of Hungarian politicians whose actions are germane to
the shift in Hungary's orientation regarding Turanism. It is necessary to look into
primary sources that were created at a time relevant to the topic in its heyday and/or
provide original information. In the context of memory politics in relation to nation
building and the origins of the Hungarian nation, sources relating to Turanism written
during the height of its popularity as well as modern sources that are pertinent to its
resurgence will be important, for they will provide an insight into how attitudes have

changed over time and possibly why.
2.1. Selection of Case

Such a topic is pertinent given current trends in Hungarian politics due to the fact that
in recent years pro-Turkic sentiments have been increasing among the Hungarian
right wing and nationalists which can be seen in their reactionary responses to
suggestions of Hungarian being of the Uralic language family, such as when Finnish
linguist Johanna Laakso pointed out how Viktor Orban’s own words used to describe
Hungarian as “related to Turkic languages” were almost all Uralic in origin.%®
Hungary's historical relations with both the East and the West also reflect previous
trends within Hungarian politics influenced by the nation's geographic position,
genetic origins, and cultural influenced gained as a result of centuries of interactions

with many cultures and nations from both the East and West. Such trends and the

% |_aakso, J. (2018, September 10). “OOPS, IT WENT VIRAL "~ JOHANNA LAAKSO’S ANALYSIS OF
ORBAN’S CLAIM OF TURKIC ORIGIN OF HUNGARIAN. Retrieved from HUNGARIAN
SPECTRUM: https://hungarianspectrum.org/2018/09/10/oops-it-went-viral-johanna-laaksos-analysis-
of-orbans-claim-of-turkic-origin-of-hungarian/ Accessed on January 23 2020.
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consideration of how and why they change is especially topical nowadays, as it is
relevant to Hungarian Foreign Policy given Hungary’s attempts to simultaneously
court both European nations (such as the Visegrad 4 Group) and nations outside of
Europe or on its fringes that supposedly have a cultural or genetic connection to
Hungary (the Turkic nations arguably being the most notable example as Orban has
made Hungary an observer state in the Turkic Council and is actively pursuing further
cooperation;3” South Korea is another noteworthy example).3® The rise of nationalism
in Hungarian politics and the way Turanism and associated thinking is rebounding as
a result also leads one to question if it is related to how and why the Hungarian
government’s policies in relation to Turanism changed; there is even the possibility of
the change ultimately being a new approach by the government that is ultimately
connected to right wing populism for this reason. Moreover, research into the overall
topic of Hungarian Turanism particularly in relation to its contemporary incarnation
in Hungary, has remained extremely scarce, especially in English.3® As a result this
thesis will seek to look into the topic and its current impact in Hungary to provide an

additional sample of literature.
2.2. Research Design and Choice of Method

The overview and commentary on selected articles and books to be provided in the
immediately subsequent literature review, which also provide a historical background
on the concept of Turanism and its influence in Hungarian politics, can be justified on
the criteria that they are explicitly connected to the topic and serve as primary sources
either by being written in a relevant period, providing data relating to said period, or
both. The majority of these texts in the upcoming section being works by Hungarian

authors were chosen because they would have been more likely to have had firsthand

37 Hungarian Government. (2019, October 15). Hungary can offer Turkic Council connection to
Europe. Retrieved from Website of the Hungarian Government: https://www.kormany.hu/en/the-
prime-minister/news/hungary-can-offer-turkic-council-connection-to-europe Accessed on January 25
2020.

38 MTI-Hungary Today. (2021, November 4). Orban Highlights Potential in V4-South Korea
Cooperation. https://hungarytoday.hu/orban-highlights-potential-in-v4-south-korea-cooperation/
Retrieved from Hungary Today. Accessed on January 18 2022.

39 Kowalczyk, M. (2017). Hungarian Turanism. From the Birth of the Ideology to Modernity — an
Outline of the Problem. Historia i Polityka. 49. doi:10.12775/HiP.2017.011. pp:50
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exposure to Turanism and its tenets as well as the activities associated with it.
Moreover, the information provided in said books can be connected to Hungarian
nation-building by conceptualizing Turanism and memory politics by demonstrating
how the manipulation of historical facts within these works was essential for the
ideology’s development, especially in connection to the Hungarian nation in a
primordialist or ethnosymbolist interpretation. These texts, alongside interviews with
relevant figures, are publicly available primary sources and thus appropriate for

analysis.

Recent articles relating to the Hungarian government’s actions in the context of
Turanism as well as interviews with key figures in the promotion of Turanism,
particularly Miklés Kasler, are also potentially important as recent government
actions and the words of key individuals can potentially indicate the reason for major
changes. Such interviews, in connection with the information to be provided in the
subsequent section regarding the topic’s historical background, can be interpreted
with memory politics and theories related to nation in mind. Three interviews with
Kaésler pertaining to his work on Hungarian national origins have been analyzed in
this study. They are:

« Uj id6szdamitds jon a kutatdsban (A new era in research comes), with Balazs
Agoston of the Hungarian right-wing weekly newspaper Demokrata. In this interview
Kaésler explicitly mentions the idea of a new narrative and discusses the mission of the

Magyarsagkutatd Intézet.

* Generaciok tanultak az iskolaban, hogy finnugor eredetiiek vagyunk — Késler Mikl6s
a Mandinernek (Generations have been taught in school that we are of Finno-Ugric
origin - Miklos Kasler to the Mandiner), with the moderate right weekly newspaper
Mandiner (the name of the specific interviewer was not provided) on February 28™
2018. Kasler discusses the rationale for his belief that a new narrative is necessary

and elaborates upon his research with the aim of justifying his activities.
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« Szétvalik a magan- és az allami egészségugy Késler Miklds: Létrehozzuk a
Magyarsagkutato Intézetet (The Separation of Private and Public Health Care; Miklos
Kasler: We will establish the Magyarsagkutatd Intézet), conducted by Eva Haiman
and Ferenc Kis, which took place on October 11™, 2018, for the conservative
newspaper Magyar Idék. This interview primarily focuses on Késler’s work in the
Hungarian healthcare sector but also mentions his research into Hungarian national

origins.

This approach has been chosen on the grounds that Késler's influence is a driving
force in the resurgence of Turanism in Hungary, especially given how his institute
was granted a budget increase in 2020.4° Consequently it can be said that analyzing
his rhetoric is an essential element in answering the question of how and why a
minister can change the course of the Hungarian government’s policy on Hungarian
national origins as well as why Orban made Hungary’s political outlook more pro-
Turkic.

2.3. Methods

The overall method is a thematic content analysis. This entails the analysis of
interviews in the context of memory politics and nation building. The result allows
one to ask why certain actions were conducted or why certain things or said and how
it relates to the specific historical narrative the political elite wants to promote and
how they will need to go about promoting said belief. Patterns within the interviews

will potentially reveal a subtext that indicate reasons for change.

The focus of the literature review are the historical texts providing background on
Turanism while focusing on certain themes and keywords common to the texts.
These will be analyzed with theories relating to memory politics and nation-building
and then followed by a brief overview on contemporary Hungarian politics, which

will be connected to the themes explored in the literature where necessary. The

40 Czinkéczi S. (2020, July 31). A kormany 700 milliés tobbletforrast tett félre a Magyarsagkutatd
Intézetnek. Retrieved from 444.hu: https://444.hu/2020/07/30/a-kormany-700-millios-tobbletforrast-
tett-felre-a-magyarsagkutato-intezetnek Accessed on January 27 2022.
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interviews with Miklos Késler will be summarized with important sections pertinent
to key themes including Hungarian Turanism, memory politics and nation building,
and the research guestion of how and why Hungarian government policy changed and
then followed by subsections analyzing the interviews from the perspective of each
theme. The findings are interpreted altogether in connection to other articles
regarding Kasler from a third party perspective to answer the sub-questions of the

thesis.

The specific categories to be used in analyzing the interviews will be Hungary’s
connections to other nations within the overall theme of Hungary as a bridge between
the East and West, and Ethnosymbolism in relation to memory politics. These
categories are germane to the topic as they tie into the underlying themes within
Hungarian Turanism and are thus appropriate for a thematic content analysis. The
results should fulfill the objective of the thesis in proving the significance of political

interests in driving the change in policy within the Hungarian government.
2.4. Research Limitations

It can be pointed out that such an approach to the topic suffers from three potential
setbacks. Firstly, the analysis may be inchoate due to the paucity of data and the lack
of firsthand research. However, while the author has attempted to contact Miklds
Kasler and the Magyarsagkutatd Intézet more than once, the lack of any response
necessitates the usage of such seemingly deficient materials. Secondly, the thesis will
mainly analyze situations from the Hungarian perspective and mostly rely on
Hungarian sources, which may lead one to question the neutrality of the analysis.
However, in addition to the reasons provided in an earlier paragraph, since the topic is
primarily concerned with Hungary and the aim of the thesis is to seek to explain the
overall topic from the view of nation-building and memory politics as well as how
and why the political elite is framing the accepted narrative, it is justifiable for the
sake of local proximity to the topic and brevity. Thirdly, the available interviews are
sourced from newspapers with Kéasler and thus may have potential liabilities in the
newspapers’ political orientations possibly influencing how certain questions were
asked and which answers were given. Another potential drawback is that since these

are interviews that were not collected by the author of this thesis himself, certain
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answers will most likely be lacking as the relevant questions will not have been
asked. Furthermore, all of the interviews are from 2018, as the author could not find

more recent examples.

Despite the aforementioned potential limitations in the research, it is the position of
the author that the results will still be valid. As mentioned earlier in this section,
research into the topic of Hungarian Turanism as a whole and especially its modern
incarnation remains sparse.** As a result, it is the opinion of the author that this
research will still produce something of value as the field as a whole remains
relatively unexplored. Moreover, the data to be analyzed and interpreted is both
authentic and of relevance to the topic, and despite the lack of a firsthand interview
with Miklés Kasler, results gathered from a textual analysis of his other interviews

should be enough to produce similar results.

4l Kowalczyk, M. (2017). Hungarian Turanism. From the Birth of the Ideology to Modernity — an
Outline of the Problem. Historia i Polityka. 49. doi:10.12775/HiP.2017.011. pp:50
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3. Historical Developments of Turanism

In the preceding conceptualization section, concepts related to nation-building and
memory politics were introduced and discussed and connected to Hungary in the end.
Now the specific background to Hungarian Turanism will be introduced and
discussed.

The goal of this section is threefold: to introduce and discuss relevant works of
literature while providing background on Hungarian Turanism; to identify common
themes and keywords pertinent to the overall topic; to provide a brief overview on
contemporary Hungarian politics, which will be connected to the themes explored in
the literature where necessary as well as introduce the key figure whose words will be

analyzed in the subsequent analysis section.

Regarding the origins of Hungarians, the inherent challenge to Hungarian Turanism is
that the idea that Hungarians are Uralic has been made the mainstream approach and
has been entrenched as such for centuries. The origins of research into Hungarians
started in the late 19" Century after the Austro-Hungarian Compromise of 1867 gave
Hungarians a massive level of autonomy within the Habsburg Empire that galvanized
Hungarian academia and also empowered Hungary as a state and nation, as ethnic
Hungarians were in control for the first time in centuries. Before this, Hungary had
no real political elite that emphasized the importance of Hungarians as a nation or the
Hungarian language as Latin and German were the linguae francae used by the upper
classes.*? As a result, Hungary started to utilize memory politics and research into
Hungarian origins began in order to justify the nation’s development and unity,
especially given the multiethnic nature of the Kingdom of Hungary.*® The idea of
Hungarian uniqueness due to the language’s massive differences from that of
neighboring nations (all of which are Indo-European), as well as the move to
Magyarize the territory, can be seen as attempts to create a narrative that Hungarians
were always around, and the Turanian literature can be seen as attempts to turn the

ethnie that had been living in the territory into a developed Hungarian nation. After

42 |_endvai, P. (2003). The Hungarians. Princeton University Press Princeton, New Jersey. pp: 4-5
43 |bid. 306-308
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World War | and the traumatic defeat of Austria-Hungary, resulting in the Treaty of
Trianon and the loss of 72% of its territory, Hungary once again saw a wave of
research into the origins of Hungarians in order to cope with this series of unfortunate
events, and to seek new allies with the aim of restoring national pride. This resulted
in the intensification of research into Hungarian origins, resulting in the literature to
be discussed below in order to help the political elite shape a narrative to allow them

to foster a sense of kinship with other nations in order to restore Hungary’s dignity.

Given the above background, it would be auspicious to have the resultant literature
examined in the form of a literature review. In order to do so in the general
framework of a literature review, key terms and concepts will have to be identified
within multiple existing pieces of literature as well as major relationships, trends,
patterns, and differences between the sources.** The literature includes doctoral
dissertations, excerpts from digital libraries, texts from the early 20" Century, and
spiritual magazines. By identifying key terms and concepts within these texts, it will
allow one to figure out the overall themes related to the Hungarian government policy
in relation to the origins of Hungarian nationhood as well as the history of the
Hungarian government’s approach to this topic. These themes and concepts are then

be connected to modern developments.
3.1. Turanism

One word that appears in multiple sources as a key term is Turanism, which is to be
expected, as it is the name of the overarching ideology. The term appears in all of the
reviewed texts at least once and in some way is connected to the main topic of the text
as either the overarching focus or pertinent to the topic’s background. Alajos Paikert,
founder of the Turani Tarsasag (Turanian Society) in 1910 and the bimonthly
newspaper Turan explains in A Turani Eszme (1922) that the “Turanian Idea” is the
idea that nations and territories of “Turanian” origin should be developed and

enriched for the sake of spiritual and material progress and the overall prosperity of

4 QUT. (n.d.). Writing a Literature Review. Retrieved from QUT site:
https://www.citewrite.qut.edu.au/write/litreview.jsp
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humanity.*® Writing for the spiritual magazine Kagylokurt, LaszI6 Szendrei elaborates
in his 2008 article that the word Turan refers to a largely geographic concept of
Persian origin used in reference to regions inhabited by steppe nomads, most notably
mentioned in the epic Shahnameh (Book of Kings) by the Persian poet Ferdowsi,
which details an ancient conflict that, according to Szendrei, has parallels with the
“Curse of Turan” in Hungarian culture that in turn emphasizes the seemingly eternal
cycle of suffering in Hungarian national history.*® Szendrei even quotes Paikert’s
original definition on Turanian ideology and emphasizes it as one of the “most
important” ways the ideology is defined.*” The same definition is quoted in other
texts as well, highlighting the influence of Paikert’s definition.*® Moreover, both
Paikert’s emphasis on the importance of collaborating with other nations considered
Turanian is mentioned to have influenced the establishment of Hungarian cultural and
political relationships with such nations, such as Japan, which shows that the
influence of Turanism on the ideas of Hungarian origins held political influence in the
ideology’s heyday.*® Such developments lead into another aspect common to much
of the available literature in relation to Hungarian Turanism: an emphasis on the
Eastern origins of the Hungarian nation and a need to maintain or regain national

pride based on this origin.
3.2. Hungary as a Bridge Between the East and the West

A Turani Eszme (1922) emphasizes that Turanian peoples, especially Hungarian and

other “Western Turanians” such as Bulgarians, Estonians, Turks, and Finns, should

4 paikert, A. (1922). A Turani Eszme. Forras: A Turani Tarsasag Kiadvanya:
https://mtda.hu/books/paikert_alajos_a_turani_eszme.pdf Accessed on January 25 2020. pp: 5

46 Szendrei, L. (2008). A turanizmus. Retrieved from Kagylokurt:
http://ww.kagylokurt.hu/2503/kulturtortenet/muvelodestortenet/a-turanizmus.html_Accessed on
January 25 2020

7 1bid.

48 Kincses-Nagy, E. (n.d.). Ostérténet és nemzettudat, 1919-1931 7. fejezet - Kincses Nagy Eva: A
turani gondolat. Retrieved from Digitalis Tankonyvtar:
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become the “connecting link” between the West and the East and that the Hungarian
people especially should be the forerunners of mediating between East and West.>
Nevertheless, in that particular text there is an underlying tone of condescension, as it
is mentioned that Hungarians need to be the “educators” for the “backwards and
hitherto closed East.”®* Such an assertion can be seen as a way for Hungarians to
reemphasize their national pride, as the text was written shortly after the devastation
of World War I, wherein the Treaty of Trianon destroyed the Kingdom of Hungary
and stripped the state of 72% of its territory and population, thus the idea that
Hungarians need to be a bridge between the East and West and also spread their
notions to the former could be seen as a way to regain pride. This notion is supported
by a text from the Hungarian Digital Library Ostorténet és nemzettudat (Ancient
history and the national consciousness) by Eva Nagy-Kicses, wherein it is stated that
in the 1920s and 30s it was believed that Hungary will recover from the humiliation

of Trianon at the expense of Indo-Europeans and:

“[...] that after the heyday of Germanism and Slavism, Turanism will flourish.
The great and difficult but glorious task of becoming the spiritual and economic
leaders of the six hundred million Turanians awaits us, the Hungarians, this

huge awakening power, the Western representatives [...].””

Such rhetoric indicates that while Hungarians acknowledged their origins as an
“Eastern” nation and took pride in this, they also saw themselves as at least influenced

by the “West” and thus obligated to spread that influence to other Turanian nations,

%0 paikert, A. (1922). A Turani Eszme. Forréas: A Turani Tarsasag Kiadvanya:
https://mtda.hu/books/paikert_alajos_a_turani_eszme.pdf Accessed on January 25 2020. pp: 12

*1 1bid.
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turani gondolat. Retrieved from Digitalis Tankdnyvtar:
https://regi.tankonyvtar.hu/en/tartalom/tkt/ostortenet-nemzettudat/ch07.html Accessed on January 25
2020.
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evidently a way to compensate for the trauma of Trianon. Laszl6 Szendrei’s 2008
article on Turanism has similar undertones, as the author begins by explaining that he
wrote the article because a close friend of his requested that he look into the Curse of
Turan (Turani atok in Hungarian; a popular folk belief that Hungary has been under a
curse for many centuries and that this is the cause of the nation's many historic
catastrophes and even personal troubles among Hungarians), and thus came across a
definition of Turanism that described it as a “‘chauvinistic race theory based on the
delusion of ancient Hungarian-Turanian Kinship.>® Szendrei referred to the definition
as “erroneous and malicious” and established as a result of the Socialist era that has
“seemingly shattered the morality of the Hungarian people” and thus before delving
into the concept of Turanism writes “Dear Reader, after reading the article, you will
surely be able to decide for yourself whether the above definition holds true or not.”>*
The article also quoted an excerpt from the introduction of the magazine Turan from
1913 as both a definition and to seemingly emphasize the pride Hungarians should

have in their Eastern origins:
Hungarian to the East! National, scientific and economic fields are to the east!
Scientific basis, thorough knowledge of economic advancement, economic
goals, but also scientific aid. Because the national enrichment based on national
science and the raising of our prestige by creating and developing a real export
industry in the East will be the basis of our strength, independence and power.
[...] The common goal is the study of the related Turanian peoples, the
establishment of connections with these nations, the leading role of the

Hungarian in the Turanian family in the scientific and economic fields.>®

%3 Szendrei, L. (2008). A turanizmus. Retrieved from Kagylokiirt:
http://www.kagylokurt.hu/2503/kulturtortenet/muvelodestortenet/a-turanizmus.html_Accessed on
January 25 2020

5 Ibid.
55 Teleki P. (1913) Turan. Forréas: A Turani Tarsasag Kiadvanya.



31

3.3. Connections to Other Nations

As mentioned earlier, Turanism was mentioned as a point to bolster cultural and
political relations with Japan. Paikert lauds Japan as a modernized Turanian nation
and refers to the country as a “great nation” and declares that Japanese progress and
expansionism shouldn't be feared for according to Paikert “Japan has always
reconciled its own interests with those of humanity.”® According to Ildiko Farkas,
such views resulted in the creation of the Magyar—Nippon Tarsasag (Hungarian-
Nippon Society) (1924-1945) as the main organizer of this socio-cultural relationship
between Japan and Hungary.>” Although Hungary and Japan had weak political
relations as a result of the Habsburg Monarchy’s collapse and it wasn't until 1938
(with the mutual establishment of embassies) that formal diplomatic relations were
established, this society managed to act as the main conduit between the two states
and the establishment of official relations merely strengthened what was considered
an already existent informal relationship.® Farkas states that the society was formed
as a joint effort by both Hungarian prisoners-of-war in Japan who experienced
Japanese culture first-hand as well as by Hungarian specialists on oriental studies;
even the Japanese people who visited Hungary played a role in the society’s
establishment.>® Paikert himself also encouraged the formation of the society and
there were multiple members of the Magyar—Nippon Tarsasag who were also
members of the Turani Tarsasag.%® Although the society managed to achieve its goals
of establishing cultural relations with Japan, promoting scientific research between
the two countries, and organizing educational and promotional lectures, these
activities eventually gave way to political developments; Hungary showing a long-

time interest in Japan, as well as Japan’s status as a Great Power, was used to justify

%6 paikert, A. (1922). A Turani Eszme. Forréas: A Turani Tarsasag Kiadvanya:
https://mtda.hu/books/paikert_alajos_a_turani_eszme.pdf Accessed on January 25 2020. pp: 10

5" Farkas, 1. (n.d.). A Magyar—Nippon Tdrsasdg. Retrieved from
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closer political relations and this resulted in the Magyar-Nippon Tarsasag’s activities
gaining a more political undertone. 5282 This had the effect of associating Turanism in
connection to Hungarian-Japanese diplomacy with the Axis powers as Japan and
Hungary’s joint signing of the Tripartite Pact was seen as a result of Turanism and
consequently tainted its reputation after war while making Hungarian-Japanese
relations increasingly difficult.%® Post-war Hungarian-Japanese relations are explored
in A magyar—japan diplomaciai kapcsolatok két évtizede: 1944-1964 (The
Hungarian-Japanese diplomatic relations in two decades: 1944-1964), a doctoral
thesis by Péter Wintermantel. While diplomatic relations were reestablished in 1959
as a result of the normalization of Soviet-Japanese relations, Turanism was banned or
discouraged in both countries, and as a result Hungarian-Japanese relations were
reoriented to an economic focus and trade during the Cold War.%* Nevertheless, the
scale of cultural exchange between the two nations had declined to a low level outside
of Japanese delegations visiting Hungary after visiting the Soviet Union on diplomatic
trips; ambassadors would only be exchanged in 1964 and only then did the
opportunity for deepening bilateral relations once again arise.®® While the legacy of
Turanism on Hungary’s relations with Japan is somewhat seen in a negative light and
had the effect of cooling relations after World War Il, it cannot be denied that the
period of Turanism-influenced Japanese-Hungarian cooperation was massively
influential, to the extent that much of the then-published research is still considered

reliable to this day due to the extent of cooperation; Farkas concludes that today’s

81 Ibid. pp: 90-91
82 Ibid. pp: 105-107
8 Ibid. pp: 107-108

8 Wintermantel, P. (2014). A magyar—japdn diplomdciai kapcsolatok két évtizede: 1944-1964.
Retrieved from E6tvos Lorand Tudomanyegyetem Bolcsészettudomanyi Kar:
https://edit.elte.hu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10831/22291/tezis.pdf;jsessionid=9E7670FF1FD4743945E1
42C11D65E1467sequence=2 Accessed on January 25 2020. pp: 3,5
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researchers will be responsible for continuing this research without ideological

currents.5®

The above section describing Japanese-Hungarian connections can be seen as part of a
wider phenomenon in which the Japanese and Hungarian languages were seen as
related in the context of strengthening the idea of Turanism. This idea has had a
perennial presence within the concept or Turanism and was until recently widely
accepted to varying degrees as the now obsolete Ural-Altaic language family, a
linguistic connection that was even proposed by Matthias Alexander Castrén, from
whom Turanism as a political ideology arose.®”*® Moreover, the language family
itself was even referred to as “Turanian” by German Orientalist and philologist
Friedrich Max Muller in his 1855 work The Languages of the Seat of War in the East,
wherein he explicitly used the term in reference to Tungusic, Mongolic, Turkic, and
Uralic languages, which he even described as "nomadic languages” connected to a
"vast Turanian wilderness" and spoken throughout Eurasia.®® Such developments
influenced academics in Hungary to look into further connections between Hungarian
culture and language and those of nations in the East in the name of Turanism. These
in turn resulted in pertinent publications to this end, arguably the most prominent of
these being the works of Armin Vambéry who started the “Ugric-Turkic War” within
Hungarian academia with the publication of his Magyar és torok-tatar széegyezések
(Hungarian and Turkish-Tatar word matches). Apart from his famous declaration
which will be quoted later in this chapter, wherein he insinuated that Hungarian was
equally Uralic and Turkic, Vambéry additionally described the history of the Turkic
peoples’ geographic expansion and provided comparisons between Hungarian, Mansi,

and Turkish to illustrate how the former possesses lexical, phonological, and

% Farkas, I. (n.d.). A Magyar—Nippon Tdrsasdg. Retrieved from
http://real.mtak.hu/34745/1/Farkas_Magyar_Nippon_Tarsasag_u.pdf Accessed on January 25 2020.
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8 Castrén, M. A. (1839). Dissertatio Academica de affinitate declinationum in lingua Fennica,
Esthonica et Lapponica, Helsingforsiae.

8 Muller, F. M. (1855). The languages of the seat of war in the East. With a survey of the three
families of language, Semitic, Arian and Turanian. Williams and Norgate, London. pp: 86-87
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grammatical similarities to both Uralic and Turkic languages, concluding that it can
be observed that while Hungarian undeniably has Uralic origins (with numbers being
used for comparison to illustrate this point and phonetics being pointed out as closer
to that of Uralic languages due to the lack of sounds characteristic of Turkic
languages as well as grammatical features present in Hungarian such as the participle
and the subject form, which show no trace in Turkish, while in Mansi and other Uralic
languages they are consistently present), he also points out that there is a large Turkic
influence on Hungarian lexicon pertaining to basic everyday vocabulary (the
examples he points out are mostly farm animals, plant and fruit names, and even
family members), which he takes as proof that languages can merge; Vambéry later
mentions English as a comparative example in that it is originally Germanic but has
absorbed a large amount of lexical and grammatical influences from Romance
languages.” This kind of effort to connect Hungarian to Turkic languages through
lexical similarities is repeated over a century later by Hungarian linguist Lajos Kazar
in his 1980 treatise Japanese-Uralic language comparison: locating Japanese origins
with the help of Samoyed, Finnish, Hungarian, etc.; an attempt, wherein he uses
lexical comparisons, with a particular focus on phonological similarities and possible
consonant changes and shifts in definition of seemingly similar words over the
centuries in an attempt to demonstrate a connection between Japanese and Uralic
languages.” Kazar also gives a detailed description on past attempts to connect
Hungarian to not only Japanese but to other languages traditionally seen as
“Turanian” as well as attempts by Castrén to connect these disparate languages.’?
Furthermore, Kazar describes Japanese in a way similar to how Vambéry described

Hungarian by proposing that it may be a “hybrid language” and writing:

0 \vambéry, A. (1869). Magyar és torok-tatar szoegyezések. Nyelvtudomanyi kozlemények VIII. pp.
114-120.

"L Kazér L. (1980). Japanese-Uralic language comparison: locating Japanese origins with the help of
Samoyed, Finnish, Hungarian, etc.; an attempt. Lajos Kazar-Tsurusaki Books Hamburg. pp. 9-11

2 |bid. pp. 1
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Japanese may or may not be a hybrid language. We do not yet know. But there
IS a chance that it is an important continuer of a Eurasia language of old whose
other remnants we can recover not in the vicinity of Japan, but much farther
away. It hat! been repeatedly found in ethnology and general cultural history
that peoples which once constituted cultural entities, when driven apart, often
better preserve their former cultural traits in their separate, peripheral
distribution than the parts remaining close to the old centers where sometimes

violent political changes alter language and mode of life altogether.”

This sort of proposal, which he attempts to support throughout his thesis with
phonological and lexical comparisons, shows that the Turanian idea still has a
presence and such attempts to prove ethno-linguistic connections between nations are
a manifestation of the idea. Nevertheless, throughout his work, Kazar’s attempts to
connect Japanese to Uralic languages are unconventional compared to Vambéry’s
attempts to prove Hungarian is equally Uralic and Turkic. An example being his
usage of the Japanese term £Z. (iro; color), which he attempts to connect to the
Hungarian term vér (blood), and explains that the Hungarian term is connected to
words with a connotation in relation to color such as véres (bloody, blood-stained) as
well as archaic Japanese words such as VA (irose; blood brothers from the same
mother) in order to illustrate a connection.” However, both Kazar and Vambéry
attempt to use unconventional interpretations of linguistics and lexical coincidences to
argue their points, and this can ultimately be considered an approach with an abstract
connection to memory politics and the primordialist view of nation-building, as both

works attempt to interpret pre-existing traits of several nations’ languages as

3 Ibid. pp. 3
™ Ibid. 56
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connected in order to justify a connection, which could then be used to rationalize

Turanism.
3.4. Later Developments

By examining the way Turanism is explored in these texts, one can identify major
relationships, trends, and patterns, and then consequently analyze the way Hungarian
government policy has changed over the years as well as common ways Turanism
was explored. One major pattern is that Turanism was seen as an ideology and an
academic pursuit, and thus eventually became political despite starting out as an
ethnological/geographical concept. One prominent trend in the texts is the ubiquitous
connection of Turanism to the 1920s, despite the concept being much older. As
mentioned earlier, this can be seen as a result of Hungary’s traumatic defeat in World
War I. The apparent resurgence in Turanism in the 21 Century may be a possible
indicator of the Hungarian nation experiencing a different trauma and thus
necessitating a way to reestablish its integrity. Nevertheless, after analyzing the
given literature, one must consider if there exist any gaps that require further study.
This issue in particular is addressed by L&szI6 Kosa states in a text from the
Hungarian Digital Library Ostérténet és magyar néprajzi kutatds a két vildghaborii
kozott (Ancient history and Hungarian ethnographic research in the Interwar period),
wherein it is stated that contemporary research that took place in the 1920s and 30s in
relation to ethnology (and ultimately in connection to Turanism), was lacking due to
the primitive nature of the field at the time.” Ko6sa emphasizes that the field arose out
of Romantic aspirations and thus the methods used at time were flawed and did not
conduct proper material gathering or analysis, for instance; Kosa writes that “with the
exception of music (in reference to the outstanding research in folk music by Zoltan
Kodaly), no attempt has been made to establish an approximate historical

chronology.””® As a result, it should not come as a surprise that some flaws could

5 Késa, L. (n.d.). Ostorténet és nemzettudat, 1919-1931 9. fejezet - Késa LaszIo: Ostorténet és magyar
néprajzi kutatas a két vilaghabora kézott. Forras: Digitalis Konywvtar :
https://regi.tankonyvtar.hu/en/tartalom/tkt/ostortenet-nemzettudat/ch09.html Accessed on January 25
2020.

6 1bid.
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even be seen in the other texts analyzed in this review. For instance, the linguistic
analyses by Vambéry and Kazar, while based on actual evidence and comparisons, are
still filled with mistakes including historical facts now known to be false and outdated
theories regarding the position of Japanese; these can be attributed to the errors found
in older works that inspired such literature, as Miller’s work The Languages of the
Seat of War in the East contained mistakes including the idea that all languages of
Eurasia not classified as “Arian” or “Semitic” must be classified as “Turanian” with
the exception of the Chinese languages, and the influence of Muller may have resulted
to repeated errors in later works.”” Furthermore, even though A Turani Eszme is
arguably the most influential text reviewed in conceptualizing Hungarian Turanism, it
contains errors ranging from factual errors (such as the description of the Chinese
flag’s colors being inaccurate) to blatant historical mistakes (the idea that Slavs in
Eastern Germany in Lusatia were never oppressed by the German Empire).”8"
Possibly for this reason, neither Paikert nor his text come up on the site of the
Magyarsagkutato Intézet. Such flaws are also hardly unique to Paikert, as Kincses-
Nagy indicates in her text that several contemporary Hungarian Turanists, attempting

to justify connections to Turan, argued from a more nationalistic viewpoint:

Europe refers to a dark land in Sanskrit. The fall of the Turanian peoples was
caused by listening to the West, looking to the West. Europe is ungrateful,
forgetting what it owes to the Hungarians. Western culture is decadent,
Turanian culture is much older, and even every element of European culture is

ultimately of Turanian origin.&°

" Muller, F. M. (1855). The languages of the seat of war in the East. With a survey of the three
families of language, Semitic, Arian and Turanian. Williams and Norgate, London. pp: 86

8 paikert, A. (1922). A Turani Eszme. Forras: A Turani Tarsasag Kiadvanya:
https://mtda.hu/books/paikert_alajos_a_turani_eszme.pdf Accessed on January 25 2020. pp: 10

8 Ibid. pp: 11

8 Kincses-Nagy, E. (n.d.). Ostorténet és nemzettudat, 1919-1931 7. fejezet - Kincses Nagy Eva: A
turani gondolat. Retrieved from Digitéalis Tankényvtar:
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Despite these contemporary flaws, A Turani Eszme was still based on historical
precedents mentioned in other historical and linguistic sources as mentioned in
Szendre’s article and thus contained reliable facts as well and can therefore still be
understood as authoritative and reliable to an extent; the fact that it resulted in the
creation of societies specifically for the intensification of specific research into
Turanian nations and the publication of research that still holds relevance is an

achievement that one cannot ignore.8!

Additionally, in 1895 Armin Vambéry introduced new views that built upon those he
initially introduced in his Magyar és torok-tatar széegyezések (Hungarian and
Turkish-Tatar word matches) and published further studies about the ethnogenesis of
Hungarians; he decided to expand his hypothesis from Turkic to Ural-Altaic,
suggesting that Hungarians are related to many peoples belonging to a large Ural-
Altaic language family due to ethnogenesis of Hungarians being a long-term process
of spanning a thousand years (400-1.400 C.E.), spanning from the remnants of the
Hunnic Empire to the Mongol Invasion of Hungary in the Middle Ages.®? Vambéry’s
rebranding of his belief from Turkic to Ural-Altaic galvanized the Turanian
movement by allowing Hungarian Turanists to not only advocate for closer
connections with Turkic peoples but also with Uralic peoples as well as Mongolic,
Tungusic, Koreanic, and Japonic peoples. A consequence of this was Turanian
organizations receiving increased support from the Hungarian government in 1915,
when the Ottoman Empire and Bulgaria (the latter perceived by Turanists as being of
Turkic origin) decided to join World War 1 on the side of the Central Powers.2® This

made Turanism politically useful in promoting an attitude against Pan-Slavism as

https://regi.tankonyvtar.hu/en/tartalom/tkt/ostortenet-nemzettudat/ch07.html Accessed on January 25
2020.
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Hungary’s enemies Serbia and Russia suffered immense losses and the Central
Powers planned to create independent states for Turanian peoples inhabiting Russia,
including but not limited to Crimean Tatars, Finns, and Azerbaijanis; Turanists were
also useful for promoting a political rapprochement between Hungary and Ottoman
Turkey.3* While support for Turanism remained after Hungary’s defeat in World War
I and remained influential throughout World War II, Hungary’s defeat in the latter
world war resulted in the disbanding of all Turanist organizations and resulted in a
political climate making it impossible to discuss or promote Hungarian Turanism

through any official movement until the fall of Communism in 1989.%

While A Turani Eszme and other texts pertaining to Turanism remain influential and it
cannot be denied that the text was relevant to Hungarian government policy at the
time and the ideas it contains still remain germane to an extent, as seen in the
establishment of such an institution as the Magyarsagkutato Intézet, the ideology it
preached has become tainted by wider events at the time and as a result, it can be
argued that there is now a need for new research. Kaosa touches upon this issue
towards the end of his article, wherein he comments on the academic climate in the
1920s and 30s:

There were no significant interactions between ethnography and contemporary
social sciences. In fact, there were no institutional interdisciplinary relations,
and in this respect all sides were obviously flawed, and the contemporary

scientific organization was also to be condemned for it.%

8 1bid.
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Furthermore, despite the undeniable influence of A Turani Eszme and other
contemporary texts on the establishment of Turanism as a force within Hungarian
society and politics, the modern need for new research, combined with the context of
Turanism’s revival in Hungary within a different political reality means that modern
Turanism in Hungary has significant differences from the way it manifested in the
1920s.

An example of such differences is highlighted in the 2016 book Keletre, magyar! A
magyar turanizmus torténete (To the East, Hungarian! The history of Hungarian
Turanism) by Balazs Ablonczy (the title also bears similarities to the section of Lé&szI6
Szendrei’s 2008 article on Turanism quoted earlier). In this publication, Ablonczy
describes an overview of the “East” and its influence in Hungarian culture and

history, with a particular focus on Turanism.

Ablonczy begins by recounting the history of Turanism to show how early Turanian
ideas displayed a marked sympathy for the Persians (an allusion to the term’s Iranian
origins), which was increasingly replaced after 1848 by new affinities for Turks,
especially among advocates of Hungarian independence (possibly due to Turkey’s
support for Hungarian revolutionaries who fled the country after the Austrian
suppression of the Hungarian Revolution and the settlement of Hungarian refugees in
the Ottoman Empire).8” Ablonczy concludes that Turanism emerged when various
threads were woven together, including debates on the origins of the Hungarians and
their language, the program of Hungarian expansion in Southeast Europe and the
Middle East, the fashion for the Orient, the awakening of “Turanian” people, various
scholarly developments (such as the emergence of Oriental Studies further west), and
the discourse on originality, authenticity and ancientness.®® He points out that the term
Turan has been understood in different ways throughout Hungarian history and
politics, pointing out ten ways the term has been understood:%

87 Lendvai, P. (2003). The Hungarians. Princeton University Press Princeton, New Jersey. pp: 238, 252
8 Ablonczy, B. (2016). Keletre, magyar! A magyar turanizmus térténete. Budapest: Jaffa, 2016. pp. 46
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1. The search for the ancestral Hungarian homeland in the East.

2. The search for kindred nations of the Hungarian people and the exploration of

Hungary’s eastern connections.

3. To draw political conclusions regarding which nations and state to align with and

with whom not to align with.

4. To gain cultural and economic influence and promote a kind of Hungarian
imperialism a) in the Balkans;

b) in the Middle East and Asia Minor, and in Southern Russia and Ukraine;
c) in the whole of Asia.

5. A redefinition of Hungary's political role

a) in so far as Hungary mediates the values of the East to the West;

b) in so far as Hungary performs the same task in the opposite direction;

c) in so far as Hungary establishes and spearheads new alliances and power networks.

6. Disseminating scientific knowledge about Asia - as a host and a producer.

7. An attempt to create a national style of arts and crafts using the “Turanian” motifs

of related peoples.

8. The domestic adaptation of the literary-artistic orientalism of the European

countries and their colonies.
9. The lobbying activities in Hungary for the Orient.

10. A reorganization of Hungarian society as a whole on a “Turanian basis” (e.g.,
liberation from the tutelage of the historical churches, re-popularization of Hungarian

Eastern heritage and its inclusion in school curricula).

These approaches to Turanism are mostly shared by both modern day Hungarian
Turanists and historical ones, though it can be observed that some, (points 4, 8, and 10
in particular) are mainly confined to the Turanist movements of the past while the first
three points are arguably more powerful in modern Turanism. Ferenc Laczo points

out in his 2017 review of Ablonczy’s work that the latter pointed out how Turanism in
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the early 20" Century had a larger emphasis on Uralic peoples and Hungary’s
connection to them as research into Finno-Ugric topics and Hungarian similarities to
Estonian and Finnish culture peaked in the interwar period when (contrary to the
popular wisdom and political trends of today) the Finno-Ugric idea was still very
much part of the Turanian package and radical Finno-Ugricists played key roles in
Turanist organizations in Hungary.®® Laczo’s review further brings attention to
Ablonczy’s explanation that the orientation of Hungarian Turanists in rejecting the
Uralic connection to Hungary was a result of Turanists being given relatively lenient
treatment by Hungarian Communist authorities (despite the disbanding of their
organizations), resulting in certain elements of the ideology being preserved within
the era of the People’s Republic of Hungary while others were further radicalized. In
particular, the Finno-Ugric linguistic connection being accepted by most of society
led to the rise of non-conformists starting to denounce it from the position of political
opposition and “national science.”®* Ablonczy argues that this is how the current
opposition between Finno-Ugrists and the propagators of a “nationally conscious
Eastern idea” in the context of Turanism emerged. It can be argued that this in turn
resulted in the rise of pro-Turkic elements within Hungarian society and especially
within politics as part of a manifestation of a wider anti-establishment trend. This,
alongside Hungary’s geopolitical position allowing the country to switch allegiances
between the East and the West at a relatively frequent pace can be seen as the primary
catalyst for the Hungarian government’s recent actions in order to manipulate the
narrative in relation to Hungarian origins with Turanism used as a vehicle, thus

making the ideology’s revival a form of memory politics.%?

3.5. Contemporary Hungarian Politics and the Influence of Turanism
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Given the increasingly influential rise of pro-Turkic sentiment in Hungarian politics
and society and the consequent questioning of the currently accepted ethno-linguistic
position on Hungarian nationhood as Uralic in academia, the topic of Turanism is
experiencing a revival. Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban has made Hungary
an observer state within the Turkic Council and is actively pursuing further
cooperation.®3%* Moreover, such connections or attempts to establish them can also be
observed at a political level, with an example being an appeal by the Free Idel-Ural
organization (representing several Uralic and Turkic minority nations in the Volga
region of Russia including Erzyans, Mokshans, and Chuvash) to the Hungarian far-
right party Jobbik in hopes of securing aid at the political or cultural level on the basis
of ethno-linguistic and historical kinship as well as the Jobbik Party’s open support

for Turanism.®®

Jobbik was officially founded as a political party in 2003 as an evolved stage of the
student organization Jobboldali Ifjusagi K6zsség — Jobbik (Right-Wing Youth
Association) which was established in 1999, and several other right wing
organizations. The party is notable for its significance in Hungarian politics as well
as its position as the second largest Hungarian political party.%® The party is also
notable for its promotion of Turanism in its rhetoric. Jobbik has been known for
organizing or supporting socio-cultural programs in relation to Turanism, such as the

Great Kurultdj, and framing their planned foreign policy for Hungary with Turanian
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influences in mind.®” An example of this can be seen in former party leader Géabor
Vona’s declaration of support for Turkey in 2013, wherein he announced that
Hungarians consider Turks as their brothers and sisters.®® Vona has also visited
Turkey himself in order to deliver lectures promoting Hungarian-Turkish kinship,
common ancestors, and a need for cooperation; he even suggested that the mission of
Turanism could be to build bridges between the West and the East, between Islam and
Christianity.®® Additionally, Jobbik’s politicians not only readily claim Turanian
associations when discussing Hungarian origins and ethnogenesis, they also utilize
Turanistic images and symbols for their own benefit, going as far as promising to
constitutionally protect ancient national symbols that have been oft-attacked: The

Holy Crown of Hungary, Hungary’s historic flags, and the Turul-bird emblem.%

Such developments can be interpreted as a continuation of historical Turanist
sympathies in Hungary and the desire of Turanists to facilitate cultural exchange and
cooperation between all “Turanian” nations; the Turkic connection to Hungarian
identity in particular can hardly be considered new, as Laszlé Szendrei emphasized
that “Turan” first gained prominence in Hungarian literature in the 19" century as a
synonym for Ural-Altaic and that the term first became known throughout Europe in
the 18" Century as a result of the Ottoman Turkish text Sedzre-i tiirki (Turkish Family
Tree) from 1663 being translated into multiple European languages.'®* This allows
one to question why the Turanian notion and in particular a connection to Turkic

peoples has become prominent once more in Hungarian society. Orban’s increased
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focus on Turkic states, particularly Turkey, could be interpreted as a desire to connect
his state with a “regional power” in the same way the Turanists in the Kingdom of
Hungary wished to associate with Japan, a state they considered an emerging power.
Alajos Paikert declared that the goal of Hungarian Turanists was to “study the
geography, history, art, ethnography, anthropology of the Turanian peoples; to get to
know their customs, traditions, religious, ethical and character perceptions, talents and
ambitions. We want to develop the latter and bring it into line with the purified
Western civilization. We want to get to know them, directly, in friendly, fraternal,
formal and social contact.”*® Thus, one could ask if the motivations for the
Hungarian government’s policy is the same as that of Paikert’s era and if the recent
developments are merely moves to realize it. On the other hand, it can also be
speculated whether the resurgence of Hungarian Turanism is an attempt by Hungary
to reassert itself on the international scene through the attainment of allies, as Gabor
Vona’s rationalization for the importance of Hungarian-Turkish relations in 2013 was
that Turkey is considered a world power from many perspectives and that he believes
Hungary and Turkey would both benefit from increased cooperation.!®® This can be
speculated upon regarding the rise of Jobbik (which as mentioned earlier often
promotes historical and cultural connections with Eastern nations) and the “Eastern
opening” of the ruling Hungarian political party Fidesz after 2010, as both parties and
their actions, it can be argued, played on Turanian notions.%

3.6. The Magyarsagkutaté Intézet

The establishment of the Magyarsagkutaté Intézet (Hungarian Research Institute) is
connected to the overall topic of the history of the Hungarian government's policy on

the origin of Hungarians and why it is currently changing. Such a connection is
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ultimately a manifestation of wider trends in Hungarian politics due to the fact that in
recent years pro-Turkic sentiments have been increasing among the Hungarian right
wing and nationalists which can be seen in their reactionary responses to suggestions
of Hungarian being of the Uralic language family, such as when Finnish linguist
Johanna Laakso pointed out how Viktor Orban’s own words used to describe
Hungarian as “related to Turkic languages” were almost all Uralic in origin.!® The
overall history of Hungarian government policy in relation to this topic as well as a
potential revival of the 19" Century linguistic debate known as the “Ugric-Turkic
War” that ultimately ended in the classification of Hungarian as part of the Uralic
language family are also possible factors in the establishment and activities of the
Magyarsagkutato Intézet. The institute is directly subordinate to the Hungarian
Ministry of Human Resources and was established on January 1st, 2019.1%
According to its own homepage, it was established to carry out research in the name
of exploring the history and origins of the Hungarian nation that hasn't been possible
so far.1%” The Minister of Human Resources, through this institute, allegedly has
enough power to influence societal attitudes and government policy regarding the
origin of Hungarians in relation to Hungary's increasingly pro-Turkic stance.

Such an institution can be considered a revival or continuation of the old belief of
Hungarian Turanism that emphasized the Turkic origins of Hungarians. Such a belief,
originally galvanized by the works of Armin Vambéry, a Hungarian traveler and
academic who promoted Turkology and emphasized Hungarian-Turkic connections,
was the guiding philosophy of the ethno-linguistic debate in the late 19th and early

20th centuries known as the “Ugric-Turkic War” that saw Hungarian linguists and
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ethnologists debating the origins of the Magyar nation.1%81% The casus belli of the
aforementioned intellectual debate (that is still discussed by Hungarian Turanists to
justify their worldview) was Vambéry’s declaration on page 120 of his Hungarian

and Turkish-Tatar Word Comparison:

“[...] the Hungarian language is Ugric in its origin, but because of the nation’s later

contacts and historical transformation it is equally Ugric and Turkic in character.””*1

In addition to the works of figures such as Vambéry, other existing literature such as
the works explored within this section, demonstrate how influential this idea that
Hungarians are more closely connected to “Turanian” peoples was. Within the scope
of this thesis, the most relevant contemporary figure connected to the modern
resurgence in this idea is the Hungarian Minister of Human Resources, Miklos Kasler.

Miklés Kasler is a Hungarian oncologist and professor who was born in Budapest in
1950 and grew up in Sarvar. He first rose to prominence as director of the National
Oncological Institute in 1994. Since then, he has become a polarizing figure within
Hungary, and while he is credited with the centralization of cancer treatment and the
development of methodologies, he is also widely held responsible for the current poor
state of the profession.!! Kasler is also known for being a right-wing conservative
with excellent political connections, which he is often seen as utilizing for the sake of
furthering his career.!? Moreover, while Kasler is credited by many with the

consistent centralization of oncological care by creating a network for cancer
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detection consisting of small hospitals throughout Hungary, he is also criticized for
the opaqueness of the data he handles.!*® It must also be noted that Kasler intertwines
his religious beliefs with science and this may be pertinent to the way he conducts his

research. This is illustrated in his own words:

“Each result of science proves that there is a spiritual existence in the world where

everything can be traced back to.”*'4

Such a quote indicates that Kasler’s esoteric connection to the topic is reminiscent of

Hungarian Turanists of the previous century.
3.7. Conclusion of Literature Review

Overall, this chapter has given the reader an understanding that Hungarian Turanism
has had a long presence and significant socio-political influence. It started as a result
of research into Hungarian origins in the wake of the Austro-Hungarian Compromise
and intensified after Hungary’s devastating defeat in World War 1. After World War
IT the ideology was marginalized in the People’s Republic of Hungary but after the
fall of Communism, Turanist organizations resurged and nowadays there are more
overt political movements in support of it. The contexts pertaining to this influence
remain pertinent and are directly relevant to the efforts of Miklos Késler and the
Hungarian government in attempting to revive the ideology, and interviews with

Késler should further illustrate this.
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4. Analysis of Interviews

In the following section, interviews have been analyzed in the context of memory
politics and ethnosymbolism in relation to themes connected to Hungarian Turanism
and its historical background by way of a thematic content analysis, with the aim of
searching for subjects with broader patterns of meaning. Specifically, interviews with
Miklés Kasler, the Hungarian Minister of Human Resources and founder of the
Magyarsagkutato Intézet, will be subject to analysis, as his appointment to the former
position directly resulted in the creation of the latter, thus making him in large part
directly responsible for making Hungarian Turanism a mainstream topic in Hungary
once more. Moreover, one can question whether his work, both as an oncologist, and
as a historian (as Kasler considers himself one, which likely contributed to this
establishment of the Magyarsagkutato Intézet following his appointment to Minister
of Human Resources in April 2018), are influenced by his personal beliefs and
character.11°116 Kasler has stated that there is a need to conduct research into
Hungarian history (particularly Hungarian prehistory and the relations and possibility

of continuity between Hungarians and Huns) because, in his own words:

“To counteract the strongly globalist view of history coming from the West, it is
necessary to present the history of Hungarians with national sentiment and approach,

and to strengthen patriotic feelings.”*t

For this reason, the interviews with Kasler are important as one can extrapolate upon
them to speculate on the causes for the recent change in Hungarian government policy
as well as attitudes within Hungarian society in relation to his. Kasler’s words are

also in line with the rhetoric of Hungarian politicians who criticize the West and what
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they perceive as its associated ideologies such as globalism and liberalism in favor of

a patriotic program that would be more in favor of solely Hungarian interests.*'8

With this background in mind, interviews with Miklos Kasler in his capacity as
founder of the Magyarsagkutaté Intézet will be analyzed in the context of memory
politics and ethnosymbolism as well as Hungary’s role as a bridge between the East
and West. This will be followed by a discussion. Interviews with the Hungarian
right-wing weekly newspaper Demokrata, the moderate right weekly newspaper
Mandiner, and with the conservative newspaper Magyar Idék will be examined with
specific categories in mind.

4.1. Memory Politics and Ethnosymbolism

Memory politics and ethnosymbolism were defined earlier in this thesis, in the
conceptualization section. The former refers the organization of collective memories,
potentially influenced by societal and cultural forces, for political purposes that
influence the way history is written or remembered, with the ultimate goal of creating
an accepted narrative in the eyes of the political elite. The latter refers to an approach
in nation-building wherein the roles of symbols, myths, memories, values, and
traditions play an essential role in the formation and maintenance of national identity
and thus the crux of it is the emphasis and manipulation of symbols invoking a

nation’s past by the political elite with the goal of creating their preferred narrative.

From the interview with Demokrata, it can be observed that Miklds Késler is well
aware of the concept of memory politics, explicitly pointing out how it was used in
the past by those who ruled Hungary, and that he is also aware of the potential for
narratives to change. Extrapolating from this, it can be said that Kasler has as one of
his goals in the Magyarsagkutatd Intézet the creation of a new narrative from the
current ruling elite. His interview with Mandiner further explores the idea of a
popular narrative. In other words, Kasler is trying to redefine the popularly

understood narrative regarding the ethnie that eventually gave rise to the modern
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Hungarian nation here. He makes it clear that he wishes to change the Uralic

narrative by stating that:

“Many generations have been taught at school that we are of Finno-Ugric origin, but

recently it has been proven that this kinship is linguistic and not ethnic.”*®

In his interview with Demokrata, Késler starts by explaining that the primary goal of
his institution is to combine all the separate approaches relating to the Origins of the
Hungarians within differing disciplines in order to evaluate it on scientific grounds.'?
From this it can be imagined that what he has in mind is a reevaluation of Hungarian
history in order to present and justify a new perspective. Kasler continues by
declaring that the government has decided that his institute will mainly focus on pre-
Honfoglalas Hungarian history and interdisciplinary research on this era, Hungary in
the 5" to 11™" centuries, pre 15" Century steppe communities, the Hungarian Middle
Ages, written and narrative archival research in Hungary and abroad, ethnographic
research on religious history and folk music, education and training, the publication of
English and Hungarian language journals, the place of early Hungarian history in the
Hungarian identity in the 21st century, research on the Hungarian language, and the
management and supervision of the development of a medium-term Hungarian

language strategy.*?

Continuing on from this, Kasler goes on to discuss the position of the Hungarian
language in terms of conventional wisdom and goes on to state his own opinion on

Hungarian ethnogenesis:
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There is an extremely strong social interest in the origins, language, culture and
history of Hungarians. The reason for this is that for decades inaccurate
information has been reaching the people. Everyone is aware of this. One
hundred and fifty years ago, there was an unfortunate debate about the origins
of the Hungarian language, the famous Turkic-Finno-Ugric debate. And other
possibilities have not even been considered... At the same time, there are
scientific results that either strengthen or weaken each of these hypotheses in
some way. For more than a hundred years it has been said that since our
language is Finno-Ugric, our origins are Finno-Ugric. However, over time this
has changed, and since the early 1980s the Finno-Ugric origin has no longer
been insisted upon. Note that the theory of language is also only a hypothesis.
But who we are is not discussed. Certain sections of science thought that there
was no need to bother about it, because nobody cared anyway, we are a people
with many roots. The latter statement is true. But we need to know. There are a
lot of questions that need to be answered. Especially if we can do so.??
From this it can be observed that Késler casts doubt upon the currently accepted
position of Hungarian as part of the Uralic language family; he outright admits that
there will be research conducted to change the narrative and this plays into memory
politics; the allusion to the Hungarian people being “a people with many roots” also
plays into the concept of ethnie, with Kasler’s desire to look more deeply into it
playing into memory politics again. His invocation of the Turkic-Finno-Ugric
language debate and his stated goal of focusing on certain fields of Hungarian history,

is an expression of ethnosymbolism as the emphasis on certain specific elements of

the past which are meant to symbolize a call back to a golden age with special
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attention paid to ancestors and the different kinds of ethnic groups that form the basis

of the Hungarian nation.*?®

Within his interview with Demokrata, Kéasler explains that Hungarian historiography
was for a long time defined by rulers of Hungary who did not have the nation's
interests in mind, pointing out that since 1849 there were hardly any decades in
Hungarian history where historical research could be conducted independently of
political ideologies, stating that academics were consistently executed or otherwise
persecuted for expressing viewpoints contrary to the ones promoted by the ruling
political elite and that Hungary is now free and thus a plethora of opinions can be
expressed as long as they are supported.'?* He also gives the example of Hungarian
prime minister Istvan Tisza to show how the narrative can change, mentioning that
previously it was taught that he was responsible for Hungary's entry into World War |
when now the opposite is known to be true. Such statements demonstrate that Kéasler
is aware of how the narrative can shift, and possibly demonstrates his awareness of
memory politics, as he states that the political elite in Hungary’s past shaped a certain
narrative that ran contrary to the nation’s interests and that now it is necessary to
revise the narrative in favor of a new one. He then ends by discussing the funding of
his institute and his plans to cooperate with international scholars on historical
research, pointing out that there is a need to respond to claims by scholars from other
nations as well in order to justify the position of Hungary, in particular explaining that
there are Romanian historians who believe Szent Istvan, the first King of Hungary,

was a Romanian, and that people must be able to counter this claim.?®

Such a need to counter claims contrary to Hungary’s interests can also be seen as a
manifestation of ethnosymbolism as the need to invoke the past to manipulate national

memories for the sake of pushing a referred narrative is visible. In his interview with
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Mandiner, Kasler discusses the power of narratives in relation to the origin of the
Hungarians by discussing the widely-accepted view of the nation being of Uralic
origin and explaining why he rejects this viewpoint. His interview here, however,
delves deeper into genetics and Eurasian influences, which makes Késler’s rhetoric in
line with that of Hungarian Turanism, and his arguments could be seen as an

emphasis on Hungary’s position as a “bridge” between the East and the West.!?®
4.2. Hungary as a Bridge Between the East and West

In all of the interviews, the word “Turan” is not mentioned at all. Considering the
rhetoric of the Hungarian government and the role of Késler, it can be seen as
egregious how he avoids mentioning the ideology when describing his ideas and aims.
Nonetheless, it can be argued that the spirit of the ideology is still present in his
rhetoric. As noted in the preceding literature review and historical background
section, Turanism was defined in A Turani Eszme (1922) as the notion that nations
and territories of “Turanian” origin should be developed and enriched for the sake of
spiritual and material progress and the overall prosperity of humanity and texts related
to the ideology generally contained an emphasis on the Eastern origins of the
Hungarian nation and a need to maintain or regain national pride based on this
origin.'?” As a result, Hungary’s position as a nation geopolitically and culturally in
between East and West was a core tenet of Turanism and one should therefore

consider this subtext when looking at what Kéasler says in his interviews.

In his interview with Mandiner, Kasler begins by responding to the question on who
Hungarians are and from which group of people they descend from by describing the
results of genetic research he had conducted himself, which is a form of advocacy in
line with Alajos Paikert’s stated goal of Hungarian Turanists which was to “study the

geography, history, art, ethnography, anthropology of the Turanian peoples.”12812% He
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continues by explaining that he had examined the DNA of a body belonging to a
member of the Arpad Dynasty, the ruling family of the Kingdom of Hungary when it
was first established, and concluded that this ruling family was of Eurasian, not Uralic
origin, and that this conclusion sparked outrage and criticism against him from
experts who responded by saying Késler’s findings were nonsense, as Uralic also falls
within the realm of Eurasian®*°. His response is that the Uralic theory refers to
linguistic affinity while his research focuses on genetic connections; he doesn't rule
out that Uralic is included within the label of Eurasian, but emphasizes that Uralic
peoples are typically of the N1b haplogroup and that the DNA he analyzed
corresponded to the R1a gene sequence that's more common throughout Eurasia, with
a particular cluster in the vicinity of Poland, Slovakia, Ukraine, the Caspian Sea

region, India, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, Persia, Serbia and Romania.!3!

Kaésler continues by explaining that he was able to determine with certainty the
haplogroup of the body he examined, which belonged to Béla 111 of the Arpad
Dynasty, by explaining how Y chromosome connections were analyzed.3? From this
we can see an attempt to use new discoveries to influence the accepted narrative.
Moreover, even though the body examined belonged to one ruling member of the
Kingdom of Hungary’s royalty, Kasler implies that this alone indicates that
Hungarians are not a predominantly Uralic nation; the R1a gene sequence he alludes,
he describes as being present in 30% of the Hungarian population and describes how
when the Magyars arrived in the Carpathian Basin they came as ten heterogeneous
tribes that then conquered and assimilated an already diverse population of Avars,

Franks, Slavs, and Bulgars and how this population was supplemented by Germans,
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South Slavs and others who entered the kingdom over the centuries. Késler concludes
that Hungarians are the result of multiple ethnicities converging and yet still rejects
the notion of the nation being Uralic, going by the gene sequence of Béla Il to imply

a more Eurasian heritage.'®

Kasler’s insistence on a Eurasian origin for the Arpad Dynasty can be seen as a
contemporary manifestation of “national science” espoused by non-conformists who
seek to denounce the widely accepted Finno-Ugric linguistic connection that was
described earlier in this thesis in the historical background and literature review
section!34, Kasler insists that Hungarian being Uralic is more of a linguistic statement
than a genetic one, which leads to the question of how national identity changes based
on the label given to an ethnicity on the basis of genetics or linguistics. This may play
into the desire of the Hungarian elite to justify the country’s position as a “bridge”
between the East and the West that can be exploited on either end depending on what
the current Hungarian government desires. Going by this, one can question if the
current resurgence of Turanism, augmented by Kasler’s activities and rhetoric, is
merely a convenient end to the Hungarian government’s desire to both maintain
power and advance national interests. This in turn leads into questions of why Prime
Minister Viktor Orban made Hungary’s political outlook more pro-Turkic, how
Kasler alone has such political clout in changing government policy, and if any of

these activities is connected to populism.
4.3. Discussion
4.3.3. The Influence of Miklds Kasler

The interview with Magyar 1dck slightly differs from the two other interviews in that
the primary focus is more to do with Kasler’s work in the healthcare sector in his
capacity as Minister of Human Resources. The majority of the interview discusses his

work in relation to the Hungarian healthcare system and his proposal to separate the

133 1bid.

134 | aczo, F. (2017) The Hungarian Historical Review, Vol. 6, No. 1, Medieval Economic History
(2017), Institute of History, Research Centre for the Humanities, Hungarian Academy of Sciences. pp.
253
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public and private sectors within this system.!3> Nevertheless, Kasler still briefly
alludes to his role in researching Hungarian origins when he points out that his
proposal to establish the Magyarsagkutaté Intézet “would put an end to the old
Turkic-Finnougric debate on hypothetical origins or linguistic affiliations and shed
light on the scientifically established reality.”*3® Evidently, his rhetoric regarding the

issue is not so different from the views he expressed in the two other interviews.

Regardless, the information provided within this interview can still be of use, as it
provides more information on Miklds Kasler himself. While he only briefly discusses
Hungarian national origin studies, he still expresses a belief that Hungarian
civilization has always been characterized by diversity and this is similar to what he
said in his interview with Mandiner, wherein he explained the genetic diversity of
Hungarians and the contributions of many peoples in Hungarian ethnogenesis.*3’
Furthermore, when he answers a question regarding the topic of Hungarian origins

becoming a mainstream topic once more, he declares:
We hope that the Magyarsagkutatd Intézet, whose proposal will soon be
submitted to the government, will help us in this. Today, historians,
archaeologists, linguists, ethnographers, anthropologists and other disciplines
are talking to each other. What one discipline proves, the other ignores.
Research should be carried out in one institution, with defined objectives, and
the results synthesized to the highest standards of scientific rigor.®®

This is quite similar to one of his responses in his interview with Demokrata, wherein

Kasler explained that he seeks to unite expertise connected to not “only linguistics,

135 Haiman E., Kis F. (2018, October 11). SZETVALIK A MAGAN- ES AZ ALLAMI EGESZSEGUGY.
Retrieved from Magyar I1d6k: https://www.magyaridok.hu/belfold/szetvalik-a-magan-es-az-allami-
egeszsegugy-3564611/ Accessed on January 28 2022.
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138 Haiman E., Kis F. (2018, October 11). SZETVALIK A MAGAN- ES AZ ALLAMI EGESZSEGUGY.
Retrieved from Magyar Idék: https:/www.magyaridok.hu/belfold/szetvalik-a-magan-es-az-allami-
egeszsegugy-3564611/ Accessed on January 28 2022.
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but also archaeology, anthropology, folk art, musicology, most recently
archaeogenetics” as “representatives of each have had their say and ignored the

others.”139

Otherwise, the interview with Magyar Idék makes no direct reference to his work in
relation to Hungarian national origins. That being said, aspects of Késler's own
leadership style and personal influence in other sectors can be observed in the
interview. For instance, it is made clear that he was the one who announced the draft
of Hungary's new national curriculum, and this shows that he has some influence in
sectors outside of his official position. Moreover, while he dodges the question on
whether prefers a strong, centralized leadership or not, it is still mentioned by the
interviewer that Kasler's ministry has a strong leadership approach, though he denies

that there are any frictions as a result and prioritizes expediency.'#°

From the above, it can be observed that Kasler wields substantial influence within the
Hungarian government and has a leadership style that allows him to push his
preferred objectives. Going from this one can conclude that the reason a single
minister can change the course of the Hungarian government’s policy on Hungarian
national origins is because this minister has enough influence and the will to enforce
his viewpoints. In his interview with Demokrata, Kasler justified his actions by

declaring that:
Anyone who says that the question of the origins of Hungarians is closed is like
Francis Fukuyama, who, in 1992, proclaimed the end of history, starting from

the advent of liberal democracy. This too proved to be a hypothesis, and within

139 Agoston, B. (2018, December 30). Uj idGszamitds jon a kutatdsban. Demokrata. Retrieved from
https://demokrata.hu/magyarorszag/uj-idoszamitas-jon-a-kutatasban-2-111950/ Accessed on
December 12, 2021.

140 Haiman E., Kis F. (2018, October 11). SZETVALIK A MAGAN- ES AZ ALLAMI EGESZSEGUGY.
Retrieved from Magyar Id6k: https://www.magyaridok.hu/belfold/szetvalik-a-magan-es-az-allami-
egeszsegugy-3564611/ Accessed on January 28 2022.
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ten years it turned out that none of it was true. No science can be static and

finite. 14!

Such a declaration also shows that he is willing to use his personal belief in how
science should be conducted to guide his scientific pursuits. He also countered the
notion that Hungarian prehistory and the origins of the Hungarian language are well
established by now by bringing up examples from mathematics, which demonstrates
itself as dynamic and also points out that he as an oncologist observed that what he
taught specialists five years ago differs from what is taught today. He emphasizes
that in his profession four or five doctors are required to have consultations to make
the correct diagnosis and plan a therapy and that he believes the same approach needs
to be applied to history and seeks to amalgamate different disciplines to do so. This
can be seen as an imposition of his own expertise on another field, because as
mentioned earlier, Kasler seeks to unite expertise connected to not “only linguistics,
but also archaeology, anthropology, folk art, musicology, most recently
archaeogenetics” for the sake of promoting a new narrative as in his own words
“representatives of each have had their say and ignored the others.'4?” Accordingly,
his research into the genetic history of the Arpad Dynasty can be seen as both an
attempt to establish new facts in the name of the new narrative he seeks to legitimize,
or an attempt to defy the previous narrative by pointing out that the political elite of

the past interpreted what they saw as undeniable facts for their own narrative.**®

In the interpretation of this author, it can be observed that Miklos Kasler’s mindset
and personal ambition is the driving force in the foundation of the Magyarsagkutatd
intézet and as a result it can be imagined that the institute’s stated goals live up to its

rhetoric and actions, and that the creation of a new narrative via the discovery of the

141 Agoston, B. (2018, December 30). Uj idGszamitds jon a kutatdsban. Demokrata. Retrieved from
https://demokrata.hu/magyarorszag/uj-idoszamitas-jon-a-kutatasban-2-111950/ Accessed on
December 12, 2021.
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perceived new evidence or reconsideration of facts previously considered
conventionally established in the context of Hungarian historiography could be seen
as secondary goals or even byproducts, even if both this and the institute’s ultimate
objectives are still connected to a desire to redefine the popular narrative though the
use of memory politics as part of a continuation of a nation building process.

4.3.2. Criticism

It can be noted that the interviews Kasler gave were all with right wing or right
leaning newspapers. This is most likely because of the current orientation of the
Hungarian government. The liberal and anti-government news site 444.hu published
an article on the Magyarsagkutato Intézet describing in a seemingly disapproving tone
how the institute received a budget increase.’** This may indicate that Kasler’s
activities face some opposition. Additionally, the minister’s activities have been
scrutinized by the anti-government news site Valasz, which notes how he used his
influence to interfere with a planned major international exhibition called Kings and
Saints - The Age of the Arpads by insisting that the Magyarsagkutato Intézet be
involved and the resulting dismissal of the curators without justification to be replaced
with people from Kasler’s institute and the reworking of the catalogue is described as
“an unusually harsh step even by today's standards.”4> Kasler’s interference in such
preparations not only highlights his influence but also begets the question of why he is
allowed such influence. The reason for this could possibly be connected to wider
trends in Hungarian politics.

4.3.3. Connections to Contemporary Hungarian Politics

It must be noted that another reason Kasler was able to promote his viewpoints is that
other factors were in favor of such viewpoints. In other words, the resurgence of

Hungarian Turanism was not Kasler’s doing alone but part of a wider trend within

144 Czinkéczi S. (2020, July 31). A korméany 700 milliés tobbletforrast tett félre a Magyarsagkutatd
Intézetnek. Retrieved from 444.hu: https://444.hu/2020/07/30/a-kormany-700-millios-tobbletforrast-
tett-felre-a-magyarsagkutato-intezetnek Accessed on January 27 2022.

145 Borbas B. (January 11, 2022). Szinte az 9sszes tudds felallt, miutan a Kasler-féle intézet
. einstandolta” az év torténelmi kidllitasdt. Retrieved from Valasz.
https://www.valaszonline.hu/2022/01/11/kiralyok-es-szentek-kiallitas-szekesfehervar-
magyarsagkutato-nemzeti-muzeum-hatter/ Accessed on January 27 2022.
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Hungarian politics. As mentioned earlier in this thesis, the resurgence of Hungarian
Turanism is closely connected to the dissatisfaction of the Hungarian populace with
Hungary’s membership in the EU, and this has been exploited by politicians who seek
to challenge the status quo.#® Such a desire to challenge the status quo could include
challenging established ethno-linguistic viewpoints and politically, Hungary’s
increasingly Pro-Turkic orientation could be seen as an attempt to increase Hungarian
influence abroad while obtaining economic benefits.!4” This would also explain why
unlike Hungarian Turanism in the early 20" Century who gave more attention to other
Uralic nations as well as Japan, contemporary Hungarian Turanists give far more
attention to Turkic states and Turkey in particular, as Turkey is seen as a rising power
while closer relations with the Uralic nations and Japan are not seen as particularly
beneficial.}*® The relative paucity in Japan being mentioned in current Turanist
rhetoric and the aversive tone towards relations with Uralic peoples compared to past

Turanist literature seemingly confirms this.

Given these factors, it is logical to conclude that the discontent in Hungarian society
in recent years has resulted in an openness towards alternative theories and solutions,
and this would make the resurgence in Hungarian Turanism connected to populism, as
right wing political parties and the Hungarian government are promoting it to
maintain their power base. The resurgence in Turanism, being picked up by the
government of Viktor Orban, is the catalyst for Hungary establishing closer relations
with the Turkic World as it is a convenient way for the ruling political to legitimize
their power by appealing to the discontent of a populace disillusioned by the West
while also serving national interests. This in turn necessitates the creation of a new
narrative to further solidify the government’s position, which in turn allowed Miklos

Kasler to push his personal views and obtain government support in establishing the

146 Kenes, B. (2020, August, 3). Jobbik: A Turanist Trojan Horse in Europe? Retrieved from European
Center for Populism Studies https://www.populismstudies.org/jobbik-a-turanist-trojan-horse-in-europe/
Accessed on January 25 2022.
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148 Hungarian Government. (2019, October 15). Hungary can offer Turkic Council connection to
Europe. Retrieved from Website of the Hungarian Government: https://www.kormany.hu/en/the-
prime-minister/news/hungary-can-offer-turkic-council-connection-to-europe Accessed on January 25
2020.
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V1. Conclusion

After analyzing Hungarian Turanism and connecting it to the wider context of
memory politics, ethnosymbolism, and contemporary Hungarian politics, it can now
be understood why the ideology has made a comeback as the goal is connected to a
desire to create a new narrative that’s more palpable to the political elites. Even
though Miklds Kasler is merely one person, the indulgent attitude of the Hungarian
government at large towards the activities of his institution reveal a subtext that the
government is largely in line with his point of view and goals to redefine discourse
regarding the origins of Hungarians. Mikl6s Késler is important because he shows
how the policies of government changed and he is directly responsible for augmenting
an environment that has made Hungarian Turanism a mainstream topic in Hungary
once more. Research into the origin of Hungarians became important as a result due
to his appointment to Minister of Human Resources. His personal involvement in this
matter may also indicate that he sees himself as the central figure, with the symbolism
of him being an oncologist and a politician trying to "cure” Hungary, and this may be
why he never responded to the author’s requests for a direct interview, as he may have

believed in the possibility that he would be misrepresented.

The fact that Késler’s viewpoints can be seen promoted in popular newspapers with
official support such as Origo, with articles repeating most of his viewpoints,
supplemented by statements that the Habsburgs disliked the idea of research into
Hungarian origins and a reference to the Finno-Ugric theory of origin as “dogma,”
indicates that the government at least has given him tacit support.**® However, all of
this leads to another question: what does the resurgence of Hungarian Turanism and
the associated change in Hungarian government policy regarding it mean for Hungary

as a whole?

Within the context of contemporary politics, while one can speculate that the

resurgence of Hungarian Turanism will influence Hungary’s foreign policy with an

149 Elter, T. (2018, February, 23). Tudomanytorténeti tévedés lehet a magyarsag finnugor eredete.
Origo. Retrieved from: https://www.origo.hu/tudomany/20180222-a-legujabb-genetikai-kutatasok-
nem-tamasztjak-ala-a-nyelveszeti-alapu-finnugor-teoriat.html Accessed on December 14, 2021.
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orientation towards states and nations considered more “Turanian,” thus far the
actions of the Hungarian government and other politicians have provided mixed
messages. An earlier mentioned example of Turanism potentially influencing modern
Hungarian politics was the appeal by the Free Idel-Ural organization, formed in the
name of Uralic and Turkic minority nations in the VVolga region of Russia, to the
Hungarian far-right party Jobbik in hopes of securing aid at the political or cultural
level on the basis of ethno-linguistic and historical kinship due to the party’s self-
professed support for Turanism.**® Nevertheless, Jobbik ultimately dashed the hopes
of Free Idel-Ural by refusing to discuss the organization's appeal and denying
interviews with associated journalists, despite lobbying for the rights of ethnic
Hungarians in Ukraine and the party’s own rhetoric promoting Turanism and kinship

with nations regarded as related to Hungarians.**!

A contrasting example would be Hungary’s relations at the inter-state level with
Turkic states. The earlier mentioned example of Viktor Orban actively pursuing
further cooperation with Turkic states shows how the Prime Minister seeks to pursue
closer relationships with Turkic states. The Turkish government openly praising
Hungary for supporting Turkey’s relations with the EU shows that Hungary is more
successful on this front.2 Moreover, Orban’s proposal that Hungary acts as a
conduit between Central Europe and the Turkic World by hosting a joint international
conference between the Turkic Council and the Visegrad country group (V4) in the
first half of 2022 may show that he seeks to increase the prominence of the country by
having it act as a bridge between the East and West, a fundamental tenet of Hungarian

Turanism; Orban also emphasized that Hungarians and Turkic peoples share a

150 Goble, P. (2018, November 13). Hungary’s Jobbik Party Could Turn Out To Be Moscow’s Worst
Enemy — OpEd. Eurasia Review. Retrieved from: https://www.eurasiareview.com/13112018-hungarys-
jobbik-party-could-turn-out-to-be-moscows-worst-enemy-oped/ Accessed on February 3 2020.

151 Goble, P. (2018, November 27). Hungary’s Jobbik Party Shows Itself to Be Putinist, Not Hungarian
Nationalist. Window on Eurasia. Retrieved from:
http://windowoneurasia2.blogspot.com/2018/11/hungarys-jobbik-party-shows-itself-to.html Accessed
on February 3 2020.

152 Turan, R. 1. (2021, February 25). Hungary hailed for supporting Turkey-EU positive agenda.
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historical and cultural heritage reaching back many long centuries and that the
Hungarian people are proud of this heritage, and were also proud when their
opponents in Europe mocked them as barbarian Huns and Attila’s people, another

facet of Turanism.>®

The above contrast demonstrates how Hungarian Turanism in modern day Hungary is
increasingly Pro-Turkic and indifferent towards the Uralic peoples, as the treatment of
two organizations representing Turkic peoples was markedly different based on the
Uralic element being present or not. Nevertheless, it can also be argued that other
parties are involved, as the reaction of Jobbik may indicate that it was influenced by
Russia, thus bringing into question the rhetoric of Miklds Kasler that modern day
research into Turanism and its consequent resurgence and increasing influence on
Hungarian society is meant to be free of foreign influence; the apathy of Jobbik
towards Free Idel-Ural at the very least indicate that at the political level there are still
foreign elements influencing Hungarian Turanism.*®* Moreover, the concept of
Hungarian Turanism’s revival, while accepted among the political elite and certain
parts of academia, may be at odds with Hungary’s historical heritage as the country
traditionally portrays itself as the defender of Christian values in Europe; given that
the predominant religion in the majority of Turanian nations nowadays given focus by
the Hungarian government (Turkic nations) is Islam, it is questionable as to how
Orbén is able to consolidate this with his anti-Islam immigration policies since
2015.15 Nevertheless, Hungarian Turanism is still a manifestation of Hungary
attempting to position itself as a bridge between the East and the West for its own

benefit as well as Orban’s desire to justify his regime’s power by reemphasizing the

153 Cabinet Office of the Prime Minister (n.d.). Hungary to initiate joint summit of Turkic Council and
V4. Official site of the Hungarian Prime Minister. Retrieved from: https://miniszterelnok.hu/hungary-
to-initiate-joint-summit-of-turkic-council-and-v4/ Accessed on December 14 2021.
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uniqueness of the Hungarian nation and seeking allies away from the West that is
ideologically opposed to his government and the values he desires to promote.'®® In
this way it is possible to conclude that the revival of Hungarian Turanism is an
expression of Balazs Ablonczy’s fifth point in defining the way Turanism has been
interpreted in Hungary, as a redefinition of Hungary's political role as a mediator of
the values of the East to the West and the justification of forming alliances.*’
Consequently, the revival of Turanism can be seen as a side effect of factor in modern
day right-wing populism in Hungarian society, as a call to return to tradition and
emphasize Hungary’s importance. All of these factors also demonstrate an
ethnosymbolist element within the resurgence of Hungarian Turanism as traditional
values in Hungarian society related to Christianity are being supplemented or
challenged depending on the audience with different symbols with the goal of creating
a new narrative. And the Magyarsagkutato Intézet’s work is ultimately connected to

this goal.

As Kasler himself stated, if the Fukuyama thesis regarding the height of American
hegemony in modern times was proven false in a mere decade, the narrative regarding
the origin of the Hungarians itself could easily change in the coming years with a new
understanding of genetics and the uncovering of previously unknown or overlooked
historical evidence to prove his position and that of his institution from both records
and archaeology. With the continued work of the Magyarsagkutatd Intézet, only time
will tell whether the accepted narrative will be completely upended by a revival of
Turanism or if the ideology will remain on the margins. Ultimately, when
considering the question as to how the Hungarian government’s policies changed and
why, it can be said that it’s ultimately a case of history repeating due to the
uncertainties of Hungarian society necessitating such a revival, spurred on by an
impression that the narrative given to Hungarian after the heyday of Turanism was
manipulated, thus justifying the re-evaluation of such narratives for the sake of

changing the narrative.

156 Ibid.

157 Ablonczy, B. (2016). Keletre, magyar! A magyar turanizmus térténete. Budapest: Jaffa, 2016. pp.
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