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EDUCATION IN THE USA
The School Years

Public education in the United Stmtes is expected to
offer equal educational opportunities to everyone enrolled
in secular schools, which are publicly controlled and pub-
1icly financed, with free tuition, free books and compulso-
ry attendance.

There is no mention of educetion in the Constitution,
end each state is responaible for its own educational sys-
tem. Public schools are financed primarily by locel and
state taxes, and the amount of money spent on public school
students Varies from state to state. The great differences
in expenditures by communities within each state depend on
the amount of local funds available for public education.
Often, well-to~do communities spend several hundred dollers
more for each child than poorer towns nearby do. These fig-
ures reflect differences in expenditures for such items as
teaohers' salaries, purchase of books, and school construc-
tion and meintenance.

Despite these differences, there is general uniformity
in the organization and curriculae of public schools through-
out the country. Each state is divided into local school
districts. Usually a state department of education sets the
general requirements that local communities or school dis-
tricts must meet. Local school boards, usually elected by
members of their communities, are responsible for the de-
tailed organization and operation of their schools. This
responsibility includes hiring teachers and administrators
and sgetting their salaries.

The 12 years of publlic school education usually begin
when a child is 6 years old. Some school systems are divid-
ed into eight years of primery school and four years of
gecondery school. Primary schools are often called elemen-
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tary schools, and secondary schools are called high schools.
Many systems combine the last two years of elementary school
and the first year of high school in what is known as junior
high school. This is followed by three years of senior high

school. A large number of school systems also have a kinder-
garten program thet provides one year of preschool education.

Entrence to high school is eutomatic when a student
completes elementary school. No examinations are required.
High schools usually offer courses in English literature and
composition, the social sciences, mathematics, laboratory
sciences, and foreign languages, as well as ar%, music and
physical education. After completing certain basic require-
ments, students ere often psrmitted to choose the subjects
that best suit their plans for college or for work after
graduation.

Extracurriculer activities including clubs, school news-
papers and magezines, and sports are important features of
high school life. In sddition, student representatives,
elected by their fellow students, often work with school
officigls in planning school policies. This arrangement is
an effort to encourege students' interest in self-govern-
ment and in their responsibilities as citizens.

Most high schools are organized on what is called a
comprehensive basis, which means that programs in academic
(college preparatory), vocational, and general education
are offered in the same school. In some large cities ape-
cialized high schools concentrate on just one type of pro-
gram. In addition, many communities provide programs for
haendicepped children (children who are deaf, blind, crip-
pled, emotionally disturbed, or mentally retarded) and
children who are specially gifted, intellectually or artis-
tically.

Eligibility requirements for public school teachers
vary from school district to school district, but most ele-
mentary school teachers must have & bachelor of arts degree
with a major in education. High school teachers have usual-
1y mejored in the field of their speciel interest and, in
addition, have a master of arts degree in education.
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More than 10 percent of school-age children attend pri-
vate schools, These include & few secular schools, but most
are operated by church groups, especially the Roman Catholic
church. Because of the absolute separation of church and
state in the United States, children are not allowed to re-
celve religious instruction in public schools.

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
More than 60 percent of all school graduates continue
their education after graduation.Meny attend colleges
that offer four-year programs leading to a bachelor’'s
degree.College students are called undergraduates,end their
four years of study are divided into the freshman,sophmore,
Junior,and senior years.In most colleges the firast two
years are desgigned to provide & broad general education,
and during this time the college student is usually re-
quired to teke courses in general areas of study,such as
English, science, foreign languages, and social soience,
By the junior year the student begins to major in one par-
ticular field of study, or discipline.

Some institutions of higher learning offer only the

four-year college program. A university offers graduate oOr
postcollege programs, &8s well, Graduate degrees in fields
such as English literature, chemistry, and history are grant-
ed by graduate schools of art and sciences. These schools
may offer one- or two-year programs leeding to & master's
degree (M.A.), and programs lasting three years or more
that lead to the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.).
A candidate for a Ph.D. must meet certain course require-
mente in his of her field, pass written end oral examine-
tions, and present & written thesis beged on originel re-
search. Some universities offer postdoctoral programs that
extend study and research beyond the Ph.D.

Many universities also have what are called pro-
fessional schoola for study in such fields as law, medi-
cine, engineering, architecture, social work, business, li-
brery science, and education. Professional scnools differ
widely in their requirements for admission and the lengths
of their programs. Medical students, for example, must



complete at least three years of premedicel studies at an
undegraduate school before they can enter the three- or
four-year program at a medical school. Engineering and archi-
tecture students, on the other hend, can enter & four- or
five-year professional school immediately upon completion

of secondary school.

The various disciplines, or fields of study, are or-
ganiged by department. These departments are staffed by fao-
ulty members ranging from full professors to instructors.

A full professor has tenure, which is a permanent appoint-
ment with guaranteed employment &t theinstitution until

his or her retirement. Ranking below the full professors are
the associate professors, who may not have tenure, depending
on the policy of the particular college or university.Next
are the agsistant profeassors, who do not have tenure. At

the bottom of this academic ladder are the instructors.

They are usually young teachers who have just received

their doctorates or will receive them shortly. Sometimes
graduate students are employed as part-time teaching assis-
tants while they are completing their graduate work.

Today 8lmost six million men &and more then five million
women attend over 2500 colleges and universities. Approxi-
metely 90 percent of these schools are coeducational,which
means that both men and women are enrolled in the same in-
stitutions. Colleges range in size from & few hundred stu-
dents to many thousands. Some universities. have more than
30,000 undergraduate and graduate students on one campus.

A number of large state institutions maintain branches on
several different campuses throughout the state. Classes va-
ry from seminars, or small discussion groups, of fewer

than 20 to large lecture courses for hundreds of students.

Approximately one-fourth of all college and univer-
sity students atiend private institutiona. The rest study
at state or municipal, publicly financed colleges and uni-
versities. Every state has at least one public university,
and in esddition there are several hundred state and locally
supported colleges. The academic programs of these private
and public institutions ere very similar. Indeed, there
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are only a few important differences between public and pri-
vate colleges, Private colleges are privately organized
end privately run; public institutions are operated under
the control of state or local officials. The other differ-~
ences involve admissions policies and the methods by which
public and private institutions are financed.

Admission to a state university is usually open to all
men and women who have graduated from high schools of the
state and who have satisfactory high school records. Many
state universities require students to earn high scores on
achievement and aptitude examinations, but the underlying
philosophy is that all students who want an education and
are qualified should have the opportunity to continue their
education at public institutions. Tuition rates are low,
coﬁpared to private college costs, and scholarship eid and
loans are frequently evailable.

Admission to some private colleges may be more selec-
tive and rigid than admission to some public institutions,
and frequently the student body is smaller. High school
applicants to some private colleges must submit detailed
application forms, and they must teke scholastic aptitude
aend achievement examinations. College admissions committees
decide which students to accept, basing their judgement on
these applications, the examinations, high school records,
and other factors such as personal interviews with the ep-
plicants and letters of recommendation from high school
teachers. For certain colleges, such as Harvard, Ysle,
Princeton, Stanford, and Columbia, applications usually
far exceed the number of students who are accepted. In
1979, for example, Harvard received 12,900 applications for
1633 plaeces.

The average private college tuition in the late 1970s
was $2980 a year, This figure was at least four times
greater than the avarage public college tuition. For ex-
ample, in the academic year 1979/1980 tuition costs at any
campus of the University of California, & state institution;
were under $700. At Stantord University, a private school
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in California, tuition costs totaled $5595. These tuition
figures do not include the costs of room, food, and other
everyday living expenses. Scme students receive scholarship
assistance and loans to help pay for the cost of their
education, Many students at private and public colleges
work while they are attending school in order to pay their
expenses.,

Over 1500 American colleges and universities are pri-
vately organiged and finenced. More than 60 percent of the
income of these institutions comes from student tuition pay-
ments. The rest comes from private gifts, endowment earn-
ings, and some federal research grants, Because of steadily
rising costs, many private institutions have had to aise
tuition rates, reduce scholarship aid, and limit some ace-
demic progrems . The poor financial condition of many pri-
vate institutions is a very serious problem in the world
of -higher education today.

Student fees account for only 20 percent of the income
of public colleges and universities., The rest comea from
municipal or state and some federal government sources.
Although public institution have also experienced the prob-
lem of rising costa, they have often been able to depend
on state legislators for financial support. In large part
this support may be explained by the legislators' response
to the wishes of the people who elected them and to general
acceptance of the American tradition that everyone who is
qualified should have the opportunity to contimue his or
her climb up the educational ledder at publicly financed
institutions.

In recent years there has been & considerable increase
in the number of publicly financed community or junior col-
leges. Many of these schools offer two years of a regular
four-year college program. Often junior college students
transfer to four-year colleges to complete their schooling.
Many community colleges also offer two-year programs of
technical training for e variety of jobs, renging from la-
boratory technician to automobile mechanic.

More than one hundred public and private colleges and
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universities were originally established for black students.
Now meny of these schoocls have some white students as well,
Among the best kmown of {hese predominantly black institu-
tionas are Howard and Fisk Universitles and Tuskegee Insti-
tute.

EDUCATIONAL ATTITUDES

Student life &t American universities is chaotic dur-
ing the first week of each quarier or memester. Registering
for classes, becoming familiar with the buildings on cam-
pus, buying books, adding and dropping classes, and paying
fees are confusing for everyone, During this busy period
there is little time for atudents to anticipate what they
will leater encounter in the classroom.

International atudents, accustomed to their countries'
educational expectations, must adapt to new classroom norms
in & foreign college or university.Whereas in one country
preyer may be acceptable in a classroom, in another it may
be forbidden. In some clasarcoms around the world students
must humbly obey their teacher's commands and remain ab-
solutely silent during a class period. In others, students
may talk, eat, and amoke during lectures as well as criti-
cize a teacher's methods or contradict his or her state-
ments. It is not always easy to understand a new educatio-
nal system.

DIVERSITY IN EDUCATION

There is considerable variety in university clasg-
rooms in the United States., Because of diverse teaching
methods and non-standardized curricula, no two courses are
identical. Undegraduate courses are considerably different
from graduate courses. The classroom atmosphere in expensi-
ve, private universities may differ from that in community
colleges which are free and open to everyone. State~funded

9



universities have different requirements and expectations
than do parochial colleges. Nevertheless, there are shared
features in Americen college and university claessrooms
despite the diversity of educational institutions of higher
learning.

ACTIVE PARTICIPATION

Participation in the classroom is not only &ccepted
but also expected of the student in many courses. Some
professors base part of the final grede on the student's
oral participation. Although there are formal lectures
during which the student has a passive rqjg (i.e.,1i3ten~
ing and teking notes), meny courses are organized around
clagsroom discussions, student questions, and informal
lectures., In graduate seminars the professor has & "mana-
gerial" role and the students make presentations and lead
discussions. The students do the actual teaching in these
seminars.

A professor's teaching style is another factor that
determinesg the degree and type of student participation.
Some professors prefer to control discussion while others
prefer to guide the class without dominating it. Many pro-
fessgors encourage students to question and chsllenge their
ideas., Students who make essertions that contradict the
professor's point of view should be prepared to substan-
tiate their positions.

In the teaching of science and mathemeatics, the domi-
nant mode of instruction is generally traditional, with
teachers presenting formal lectures and students taking
notes., However, new educational trends have emerged in the
humanities and social sciences. in the past two decades.
Students in education, sociology, and psychology classes,
for example, are often required to solve problems in groups,
design projects, make presentations, and examine case stu-
dies, Since some college or university courses are "app-
lied" rather than theoretical, they stress "doing" and

involvement,
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THE TEACHER-STULEN? KELATTONSHIY

Meny ilnsirvctozs believe thut en informel; relaxed
clgsearoom ecvironmeni ia conducive to leerniug gnd iano-
vation. It is not uncommon for students to have eavygoning
and rriendly relationphip with their profegzsors. The cua-
il protessor 1s not necessarily & poor one and is still
regpecsed by students. Althsugh students may be in &
subordinaste poaition, some profepsors treai themas equula.
Jowever, no matter how sgelitarian professors would like %o
be, they still sre irn e pogivion of authority.

Professnre may eatablish egocial relationships wita
students outside of clamsrcom, bubt in the clagarcom they
maintain the instructor’s role, A professor imay have coffee
onc day with studenis out the next day expect them to meet
e deadlins for the submiselon of paper or to be prepared
for a discussion or en exam, ihe professor mway give extra
attention cutside of clase to a student in reed of help
but probably will not treat him or her differently when it
comeg to evaluating school work, Professors have geverel
roleg in relation to students; they mey be counselors and
friends as well as teachers. Students must realize that
when a teacher's role changes, they must approprietely
adapt their btehavior and attitudes,

INDETENDENT LEARNING

Many teschers bslieve thaet the responmibility for
learning lies witu <the atudent. If a long reading asesign-~
ment ieg given, instructors expzst students to be familiax
with the infcormation in the reading evem if they 4o nct
digeuss 1t in class or give an examination. (Coursec arxe
rot degignea merely for students to pasg exams.) The

;

deal gtudent i3 cornegider2d to be one who is motivated to

Kb

esrn for the sowe of lewrning, et the one interested
eilly in getting nizh grades. Grode-conscious students mey
te frustrated wilh tsacners whe do net believe it 18 neces-



sary to grade every assignment. Sometimes homework ie re~
turned with brief written comments but withoui a grade.
Even if & grade is not given, the student is responsible
for learning the materimal assigned.

When research is essigned, the professer expects the
student to teke the initiative and to complete the essign-
ment with minimal guideance., It is the student's respeon-
sibility to find books, periodicelsand articles in the
library. Professors do not have the time to explain hcw a
university librery works; they expect students, pariicular-
ly graduate students, to be able to exhaust the 1refer~
ence sources in the library.

Professors will help students who need it, but prefer
that their students not be overly dependent on them. (This
differs from teacher-student relationships in other couni-
rles.) In the United States, professors have other duiies
besides teaching. Often they are responsiblie for sdéminis-
trative work within their department. Irn addition. they
may be obliged to publish erticles and boucks. Therefcoxe
the time that & professor can spend with a student ocut-
gide of class 1s limited. If a student has problems with
classrcom werk, the student should either spproacti & pro-
fessor during office hours or make an eppointment,

THE HONOR SYSTEM

Ideally, the teacher-student relationship at univer-
gities is characterized by trust. The "honor system",
imposed by the teacher and the university, demands that
the student be honest in all areas of school work, Thus,
cheating on tests, plagiarizing in written work, present-
ing others' ideas as original, and turning in homework
completed by someone else ars all prohibited.

Violation of the honor system can result in a student's
failing a course, having & permanent record of the viole-
tion placed in the student's achool files, or even being
expelled from the university. Many students are also
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aware that they can Jeopardize their rapport with fellow
students if they are dishonest. Students who cheat may
lose the respect of other students, particularly those who
study for exams and work independently. When leaving the
classroom while studenis are taking an exam, an instructor
may or may not say, "I expect you all to abide by the hon-
or system." Even if the words are not stated, the student
is expected to work alone and not to share answers.

COMPETITION

Relationship between students in the classroom can
be cooperative or competitive. Internetional students
should not hesitate to ask for help if it is needed. There
are courses, however, where grades are calculated in
reletion to other students' acores, Therefore, in classes
where such a grdading "curve" is used, students may be
reluctant to share lecture notes or information <for fear
that their own grades will suffer.

There are other reasons for the presence of competi-
tion among students., A high grade point average is needed
for entrance to superior graduate schools. Students feel
pressure to achieve high grades when there are relatively
few openings in graduate programs. In addition, when fac-
ing a competitive job market, greduates may be judged on
the basis of their grade point average and faculty recom-
mendations. Ultimately, it is the student who is respon-
sible for succeeding in this competitive system,

The university classroom in the United States mani-
fests cultural values through professors and students’
expectations and attitudes, Competition is an example of
only one value., Educational practices such as the honor
gystem and student participation indicate a respect for
individual responsibility and independence. Alternative
teaching methods show & cultural preference for innovati-
on. The manner in which education isg provided in sny coun-
try reflects basie cultural and social beliefs of that
country.
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Figure 2. The stmcture of education in the United Statex. From U.S. Office of Education, Digest of
Educational Statistics, 3972 (OE 73-19194). Wasamgicn, D.C. Departement of Health, Education

and Welfare, p. 33
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Vocatulary

1. Students
Undergraduase Student

Freshmn —-—me-cmmememe— e
Sophmore

Junior

Senior

Lower clagamin --ee=—a—-——-

Upper classman
Graduate student

Transter student

Degree cancidate

II. University Officers e

student working for the bach-
eler's degree

First-year undergraduaie
second-year undergracduate
third-yeer undergreduate
fourth~year undergraduate
freshman or sopumore

junior or senior

gstudent who has received a
vachelor's degree and is worke~
ing for a master's or docto-
rate
gstudent who hss transferred
from one college or universgity
to another

student who intends to take

a degree and who has met the
university's requirements for
being formally admitted to
candidacy

nd steff

Board of Trustees

President (Chancellor)

Registrar

Director of Admissions

the legal governing body of

a college or university; in
univergities, very often com-
posed of prominent citizens;
in colleges, commonly compo-
ged of alumni

of
us-~-
ol

chief executive officiel
& college or univerzity;
ally chosen by the board
trustees

university official in charge
of student records

university official in charge
of edmitting students
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III, Academic Periods
Academic year —e—mrcmmewcmeao-

Term -
Semester —
Trimester ~——-—mem—wmme—— ——
Quarter -

Sesgagion ———

the sahonl year, unsnally
September to May otr June

& division of the azademle
year

a term conaisting of one-~hulf
of 2 school yesr
a term
thiré
a ternm

congigting of one-
of & achnol yesar
consigting cf one-
feurth of a school jyuar

a divisior of the =school yaar
according tc the season in
which it beginse: Pell Segsion,

Srring Sesesion, Sunmer Session

IV. Courses and Groups of Courses

Curriculum

Liberal 2rts ——memeememmea r——

Humanities

Reguired course =———==——m———--

a apecific courye of study
(for example, a science curri-
culum) or, collectively, &ll
the cources offersd in = ¢ol-
iege or university

the subjects of an academic
course, including litersatura,
nigto-

ritilosophy, lenguagae,

ry, ete,, as distinguished
Trom profassiongl o technical

studies; vrimerilyculitural
t

the branches of learning con~
cerned with human thought and
aistinguiched
from ‘he sciences, especislly

relations, as

literature and chilosvphy, and
csemetimes  including the rine
arte, history, etc.

5 course which a siudent musth

teke ag part of his degree
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Prerequisite course ——ce-a—-- -

Elective course m-—eemmmamecan=

Major

Minor

V. Commonly Used Verbs

Enroll ---~

Matriculate eemmcommoe o -

Register =- - —

Audit 8 COUPE8e memmecmcaneas

Lrop 8 COUrSe mew—emcomemmecaea

program

e basic or elementary course
which must be teken before &
student will be admitted to

an advanced courge in the

same subject (for example,
"History 100 is a prerequisite
for History 300")

& course which is not required;
most degree programs provide
for a certain number of elec-
tives in addition to the re-
guired courses

the subject in which a student
intends to take a degree; a
field of specialization in
which the student musgt take a
required number of courses

& gubject in which a student
tekes several courses (but
less than in his major) as
part of the degree requirements

te enter a college or univer-
sity or a gpecific course

to be formally enrolled in a
college or university, especi-
ally es u candidate for a de-
gree

To sign up for cne or nore
courses, paying tuition ard
Tees, stec. (registration
tekes place et the beginning
of ench term)

to avtend a course without
receiving credit for it

to withdraw officially rrcm a
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courge before its completion
Cut a class - to be sbsent from a scheduled
clasgs; & "class cut" is used

in contrast to an "excused ab-
sence"

Cram (slang) -- -~emwcemeewa-s $o study very hard just be-
fore an examination

Flunk (slang) =-w—eecocon--— -= tofail

VI. Miscellenecue Terms

Junior college —=-==~= ~ww==-=e gn ingtitution of higher learn-
ing offering the first two
Years of undergraduate gtudy;
some of these institutions are
called community colieges
instead

Community college m—wm—erme—a- 8 two-year institution of
higher learning established to
gerve & specific gecgraphic
area such as ocountles or
nunicipalities

Advenced standing -------~==- credit toward a degree allowed

to a student for courses taken
2lsewhere or for high perfor-
mence on special examinations

Tuition «-—- —— the fee charged students to
take courses
Student activities fee -w--m= money paid by the student for

participation in non-academic
ectivities at the university
Trenscript an official copy of a student's

academic reccrd (his courses,
grades, credits)

Credit hours ==-—-eeemmcem—rea usaally the number cof hours
8 coursa meets sach week; =2
certain number of credit
nours must he maccumnuvlated to
receive a degree
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G.P.he

Grade Point Average and Qua~

1ity Point Index are common
methods of expressingnumeri~
cally the average of a student's
university grades; thus a G.P.
A, or Q.P,I. of 2.0 might
indicate a C average

being warned of possible dis-

On probation

Dean's list

Scholarship,Fellowship

Thesis

Disgertation

missal because of poor grades
or improper ©behaviorj stu-
dents on probation are often
restricted in their ectivities
a list of honor students ( stu-
dents with high academic gredes)
published by the Deen's office
each term

an award of money given by a
university to help a student
continue his studies; often

the student must perform speci-
fied work in return for his
award (thue fellowship stu-
dents often teach introductory
courses)
a long scholarly research pe-
per required at some univer-
sities for the master's de-
gree

a long scholarly research pa-
per required for the doctor's
degree; generally speaking, a
dissertation is longer than a
thesis and requires the writer
to make an original contribu~
tion in his field
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Students and schoolwork: capable, telented, brilliant, in-

telligent, well-read; diligent conscientious, painstak-
ing, hardworking, industrious; well-behaved, cooperative,
embitious; shy, timid;

unintelligent, dull, stupid; negligent, lagy, careless;
cheeky, impudent, arrogant, bragen, gelf-indulgent;

to apply oneself, cram, swot, have a good head / no head
for (science, etoc.), (languages, etc,) come easy to sb.,
have a knack for, make good / no progress at school,
neglect one's studies, stay away from school, skip
school, play truant, cheat at teats, lag behind, have
gaps in knowledge, to catch up with.

Teachers and teaching: intellectual, competent, enthusias-

tic, efficient, broadminded, friendly, encouraging, dem-
ocratic, sympathetic, fair, witty, humorous;

limited, incompetent, narrowminded, autocratic, unsym-
pathetic, strict, exacting, touchy, revengeful, unfair,
prejudiced, arrogant, humourless;

have an engeging manner of presenting the materiel,
well-planned / clear presentation, a carrying voice,
have a way with one, all-round knowledge of the subject
matter, mark papers, return homework, evaluate school-
work.

Comprehension Questions:

1.

2,

What opportunitles are there for high school graduates
to continue their education?

What subjects are studied during the first two yearas

at college? When do students start to major in one dis-
cipline?

Whet are the admission policies to institutions of high-~
er learning? Which of them offer graduate or postcollege
progrems?

What acedemic degrees can be obtained at universities
and what are the degree requirements?

Whet fields do graduete schools of art and sciences
grant degrees in?
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6. What specielities can be acquired at professional
schools? Can one enter s professional school after com-
pleting high school?

7. What are the various academic positions that faculty.
members can hold?

8. Is tuition free at American colleges and universities?
What are some of the ways of raising money for tuition,
rent of rooms, food and other everydey living expenses?

Vocebulary Revision.

A, Fill the gaps with words from the list below:

1. An academic - teat measures skills or accomplishments in
various fields of academic study. 2. - test measures the
ability of a person to develop skills or to gain knowledge.
3. Students frequently live away from the school grounds,
but usually all clessroom buildings are located on -~ .

4. Wealthy graduates (alumni) sometimes - their colleges
with large gifts of money that serve as & source of income
for the schools. 5. The predominant feature of the American
- 8chool system is supposed to be its equal educational ~
to children of all racial, religious, social and economic
backgrounds. 6. In 1978 annual -~ ranged from an average of
B 25,079 for a full professor to $ 12,705 for an instruc-~
tor. 7. When a professor - , he or she usually receives a
pension, or - allowance. 8, Most undergraduate colleges re-
quire their students to take a specific number of courses
to receive -~ degree. 9. Colleges - their students from many
applicants. 10. ~ school trains students for specific ocou-
pations such as secretary, electric-appliance repeirman or
automobile mechanic. 11. Public elementary and secondary
schools are free. There is no - . 12, Some private colleges
are more - in their ~ policies than some public institue
tions. 13. More than 2,000 students submitted - for admis-~
gion to Tartu University but only half of that number -

ag Freshmen. 14. Because of diverse teaching methods and
non-standerdized - , no two classes are idemntical. 15, Stu-~
dents who make assertions that contradict the professor's
point of view should be prepared to - their positions.
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16, In the teaching of science the dominant mode of - 1s
generally traditional, with teachers giving lectures and
students taking notes. 17. Professors expect the students
to meet - for the submission of a paper. 18. The instructor
gave the students a long reading - , but did not disocuss
the information in class.

agsignment, tuition, admission, applicetion, enrol, sub-
stantiate, opportunity, public, retire, retirement, bache-
lor, vooational, campus, achievement, secular, endow, apti-~
tude, ohaotic, salary, select, selective, curriculum, in-
struoction, deadline

B. Finish the sentenoces:

1. In mopt colleges the first two years are designed to
provide ... During this time the college student. is usu-
ally required to take courses in general areas of study,
such a8 .4 -

2, By the junior year the student begins to major ...

3. Graduate degrees in fields such as English litersture,
chemistry and history are granted by ...

4. A candidate for a Ph.D. must meet ... , pass ... , and
present ...

5. Meny universities have professional schools for study
in such fields as ...

6, Medical students must complete ... before they can enter

7. The various disciplines, or fields of study, are orgen-
ized by ..., which are staffed by faculty members reng-
ing from ...

8. At the bottom of the academic ladder are ...

9. Sometimes graduate students are employed as ...

10. Violation of the honour system can result.in ...

41. Private colleges are privately run; publio institutions
are operated ...

12, Admigsion to & state university is usumlly open to ...

43. Many state universities require their applicants to earn
high scores on ...

14. Professors may esteblish social relationships with stu-
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dents outside the classroom, but in the clasasroom ...
15. When research is assigned, the professor expects the
gtudent ...

C. Paraphrese the following sentences, replacing the under-
lined words by those from the list below:

E.g. 411 children are required to atiend school.

School attendence ig compulsory for all children

1. The academic progrem of most high schools includes Eng-
lish, mathematics, social science, and laboratory sci-
ence.

2, A child who is crippled has a physical dipgbility-

3. State end local texes provide the money for public edu-
cation.

4. Most children attend schools located in areas where they
live.

5. Public schools in the United States are not related to
any church group and do not provide religious education.

6. Training for occupations such as gecretary end suto-
mobile repairperson is provided by certain high school
progrems. .

7. Children who attend public schools do not have to pay
fees for theilr education.

1
vocational, secular, tuition, neighborhood, expenditure,
curriculum, compulsory, finance, handicep

D. Translate:

1. Vastuvotukomisjon langetab iopliku otsuse eksamitulemus-
te, vestluse ja keskkooli loputunnistuse pohjal, vottes sa-
muti arvesse soovitust opetajatelt. 2. Moned uliopilesed
saavad stipendiumi je oppelaenu, mis aitab tasuda Bppemaksu.
3. Oppemaks ei kate uurl, soogl, opikute ostmise ja huviala-
ringide 008t osavotmisega seotud kulutusi. 4. Vanemete kur-
suste seminerides omsb oppejoud vaid suunavat rolli: 21ibpi-
laged peaved ise ettekandeid ja viivad l8bi diskussioone.

5. 98-8t keskkooli lopetajest, kes aveldasid soovi oppida
inglise filoloogie osekonnes, voeti vestu vaid 30. 6. Sot-
sioloogie ja mejandus on Uhiskonnateaduste distsipliinid.
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7. Need, kes soovivad astuda wlikooli, peavad kirjutama
avalduse, tditme enkeedi, maksma oppemeksu je saavutems
bheid tulemusi eksamitel je kutsesobivuse testidel. 8. Usal-
dusprintsiibl rikkumine voib kease tuua ainekursuselt kor-
veldamise, mérkuse isiklikku toimikusse voi ulikoolist
véljaheitmise, Eksamitel spikerdamine Ja plagisat on ran-
gelt keelatud. 9. Ulikooli esimese amstme lopetajad, kellel
on korge keskmine hinne ja head voimed teaduslikuks tooks,
voived jatkate Oppimist megistratuuris. 10. Metoodiliste vo-
tete mitmekesisus je Rhtsete Oppeprogrammide puudumine poh-
justaved opetuses véga suuri erinevusi. 11. Ameeriks Dhend-
riikides on riiklik uldharidus kohustuslik, tasuta ja lahu-
tatud kirikust, ja ootuste kohmselt peaks andma koigile
vordsed voimalused hariduse omandemiseks. 12. Ehituseks,
hoonete korreshoiuks, oppejoudude palkadeks je opikute ost-
miseks eraldatavad summad kasvavad aastast aastasse.13.0le-
minek algkoolist keskkcoli toimub automaatselt ilma eksemi-
teta. 14. Kepkkool on ules ehitatud uhendkooli pohimottel
ja seega pekudb 2ld- ja kutsehasridust je gumnaasiumiharidust,
mis valmistab ette ulikooliks. 15. Suurt tahelepanu p33ra-
tekse punetege laste opetemisele. Laps-invaliide, kuuimig-
je nBgemishiiretege, samuti psuuhiliste ja vaimsete puuete-
ga lapsi opetatakse eriprogrammide alusel.

Problem Solving:

In pairs or in small groups discuss what the student or
teacher should do in the following situstions. Tell the rest
of the class what your solution of the problem was.

1. In front of the class, the teacher makes an obviously in-
correct stetement that confuses all bhut one of the students.
This student feels that it would be & good idea to clarify
the misunderstending for the rest of the clasa.

2., A teacher is correcting exsmination papers and notices
thet three students have the same wrong answers for every
question. It is obvious that fhese students have cheated.
The teacher must do something about it.

3. A student has paid a lot of money for his univeraity
courses. In one of these courses, the teacher is not doing
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an adequate Job. The student feels that she never prepares
for classes, wastes time with checking attendance and meking
unimportant announcements, gives poor lectures, and returns
homework late. The student feels that it 1s neceasary to ssy
or do something.

Chart Analysis:

1. Consult Figure 1 and find out who are the closest asso-
ciates to the President of Georgetown University and
what administrative and academic matters are within their
competence. Which faculties (Schools) seem to be the most
prestigeous ones and are headed by a Vice-President or
Chancellor? In class, with the help of the instructor,
try to draw up the organizational chart of your univer-
sity.

2. Consult Figure 2. Explein the American school system to
the rest of the class.

Discussion and Composition Topics:

1., American secondary schools place great emphasis on extra-
curricular activities. What about Estonian secondary
schools? What are the most popular extracurricular activ-
itien?

2. Compare the elementmry school system and the high school
system in the United States with the educational system
in your country. Speak about the types of schools, at-
tendance requirements, size of classes, teacher qualifi-
cations and curricula. What kind of apecialized schools
for gifted children do you know? How are children selec-
ted for these schools? Should children be allowed to en-
ter secondary schools automatically after completion of
primary schools or should they be selected? Why?

3. What kind of student could be considered an ideal stu-
dent? Whet is your idea of a good (or bad) teacher?
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